FETE 2018 RE-CAP
What an amazing day!
At the start of the year 14 parents volunteered to co-ordinate St. Thomas’
first school run fete. Most of the members had never attempted anything like
this before, however all agreed that the goal was to create a fun event that
would appeal to as many families as possible and promote our school
community and spirit.
Our committee met formerly each month and held many more informal
meetings. We shared late night email exchanges, door knocked and called
local businesses, devised menus, sampled showbags, crunched numbers,
created weekly newsletter updates (by Nicky Harvey and mostly after
midnight!) and many Facebook posts (thanks Julie Merrett).
We roped in our friends to contribute and had parents walking the streets
distributing 2,000 flyers, lending us equipment and of course, volunteering
their time. We had 100+ volunteers on the day (painstakingly scheduled by
Rianna Chapman) and many more who offered an hour but graciously stayed
all day to help. A perfect example was James Rickards who saved the fairy
floss stand by rolling up his (sticky) sleeves and twirling all day.
Cash on the day was in safe hands with Kristeen Fitzpatrick, Matt Cattell and
the CBA banking team working behind the scenes to ensure the money side of
things ran smoothly.
Our sponsors Watson Motor Group, Acustruct, North Eastern Urology,
Ultratune, Identifibre, Healthy Apple and Arrow Transport allowed us to
provide carnival rides at a reduced cost to families. Thanks to Stuart Morris
and Anna Henderson for organising the rides and showbags, and also
arranging the Emergency Services to attend.
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Our food crew was lead by Erin Kefalas, Fiona Turner, Fiona Jamieson-Tame,
Maree Pateras, Jessica Rizio and Daniela Corvetti plus a large number of
volunteers (many who started at 7am) who helped set up, prepare, maintain
quality control (Lucia Breitenbach), cook and serve on the day.
The generous support of Foodworks Montmorency and Sculli Bros, plus
donations from Poultry Plus Direct, Bakers Delight Plenty Valley, Irene’s
Pastry and Pelligra Cakes ensured our bellies were full. And, who could
forget the delicious homemade donuts from Anna Rehlicki!
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Daniella Chapkoun and Benita Morello co-ordinated almost 40 stalls and the
hall was buzzing with activity all day. The SCA cake, book and lolly stalls had
the help of many parents both baking and selling goods (thanks to Jessica
Lamtzes for staying all day!). The kids really enjoyed seeing their teachers
and senior students running face painting, hair spray and mystery jars (which
was a huge success raising $1k for the school and Motor Neuron Disease).
Thank you to the teachers, students and volunteers for giving up your time.
We received overwhelmingly positive feedback from the stallholders about
the experience, and the surprise visit from Santa topped off a great day!
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Our last minute inclusion of St Thomas Has Talent proved to be popular
amongst the students and audience. Alicia Burchfield managed to have the
contestants under her spell and together with MC Michael O’Keefe and DJ
Olivia Little, they did an amazing job at entertaining the crowds all day.
We gave away over 60 prizes in the raffle and spinning wheel draws much to
the delight of the crowd, all of which were generously donated.
Victoria Phelan at OSHClub did not hesitate to help when we asked her to
assist with art and craft, and went on to volunteer her time for the whole day
as well as arranging free showbags for the children. Thanks Victoria!
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Our set-up and clean-up crews worked tirelessly both Saturday and Sunday to
transform the school and put it back again. The grounds were groomed,
furniture and equipment moved, marquees erected, weeds pulled and leaves
swept. Cashel Walsh, Kieron Martin, Anthony Jones and Craig Macartney
worked the carpark together with David Delaney and our teachers, plus
performed security, took photos and whatever else the committee needed,
they were always on hand to help!
The large number of St Thomas, new and local families who attended the fete,
all with smiles on their faces and having fun, was testament to the
committee’s hard work and confirmation that the brief had been met! I could
not be prouder of what the committee achieved, but it really was a team effort
and we couldn't have done it without the support of David and Tess, the SCA,
our sponsors and the many volunteers who helped run the event. Special
mention to Francine and Carly who put up with our many requests. Thank
you!
Josie Curatolo - St Thomas Fete 2018 Chairperson
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“At the fete I got to go on
the whizzer and the
jumping castle. My Dad
helped set up. I was
happy when I got there.
I was excited.” Prep LS

“I went on the
Whizzer. I nearly fell
off but I didn’t.”
Prep LS

“I went on the
dodgem cars 18 times
and I got my face
painted like an angel.”
Prep LS
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MAJOR SPONSORS

FRIENDS OF THE FETE
Aston Homes
Bakers Delight Plenty Valley
Bluegum
Blue Hen Hook
Brimoor Toys
Campbells Cash & Carry
Catch
Centorrino Technologies
Coles
ELEV8 MMA
Fifth Avenue Collection
Flamingo Paperie
Funfields
Googoobarra
Heather Reilly Swim School
Hoyts
IDentiTech

Irene's Pastry
Jets Gymnastics
Just Sweets
Kandle Kompany
Kitchen & Kitchens
Little Cookies
Lorraine Lea Linen
Lumina Candles
Luscious Succies
Make Believe Kids
Mercer's Restaurant
Meridian Travel
Move Dance Co
Mitre 10
Nancy's Skin Care Centre
New Age Dental
OSHClub

Pelligra Cakes
Phoenix & Co
Piccolo Meccanico
Pip & Phee
Poultry Plus Direct
Pretty Stoned By Lisa
EGO Pharmaceuticals
Reach Social Media
Scholastic
Smartline Home Loans
Superstar Ink
The Makeup Box
Travel Coordinates
Valley Osteopathy
Whole Body Chiro
Woolworths
Yarra Valley Chocolatier

Thank You!
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