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Dear Families,

Today we held a very successful ‘Green Day’. It was great to see the students and staff all engaged
in the day’s activities. Thanks to our Sustainability Team, Mrs Kalnis, Ms Tonzing, Mrs Lynch and
Miss Pirrie, for organising this important event. As part of our commitment to the future of our
world, we will continue to maintain a focus on Sustainability and as such I encourage all families to
reinforce this commitment by supporting our ‘Nude Food’ initiative. This was introduced last term
by our Year 6 student leaders and we would really like this to become part of how we operate at St
Thomas the Apostle School, so we encourage families to ensure that no single use plastic is sent to
school in lunch boxes etc. We are also looking at how this can be filtered throughout the school at
events, staff functions and hot food/icypole days. We will keep you informed of any developments.
Did you know that every year humans dump a massive 2.12 billion tons of waste. If all this waste
was put on trucks they would go around the world 24 times. So far this year across the globe
1,190,562,022 tons of waste has been dumped. We need to do our bit to reduce this. St Thomas the
Apostle School is taking steps towards becoming a zero-waste school. Zero waste is a philosophy
that encourages redesign so that all products are reused. The process is similar to the way
resources are reused in nature. If you are interested in finding out other facts relating to the environment and become more aware of the world I encourage you to take a look at a very interesting
website called ‘World Counts’.

Staff Professional Development Day
Tomorrow, Friday, 26th July
School Closure — No Students
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

The Chickens Have Landed
Up until now, there has been a missing link in our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program.
So we are very happy to inform you that we have fifteen very healthy pullets (young chickens) who
are really enjoying their new home next to the kitchen garden space. Classes will take turns looking
after our chickens - feeding and giving them water, as well as giving them lots of love and attention.
We look forward to seeing them grow into laying hens. Well done to the students of 1CM who have
taken this responsibility very seriously this week.

Occupational Health and Safety
Staff this week have met and learnt more about their OHS responsibilities with our OHS consultant,
Martin Tennant. He highlighted changes to legislation regarding emailing and child safety. Schools
are required to demonstrate that child safety is part of public and internal messaging. If you receive
an email from any staff member of our school you will see a disclaimer and child safety and well
being statement included as a footer at the end of the communication.

Goal setting conferences
Just a reminder that Goal-setting Conferences will be held on Wednesday, 31st July, for all classes
except 1SH. Families who have students in 1SH met with Mrs Hannington and Mrs Scobell today
due to Mrs Hannington’s leave. Students need to attend as these conferences are an opportunity for
children to share with their families some of the great achievements they have made so far this
year. Students are also involved in the goal-setting process so I ask that all families ensure
students are in attendance at this event. Research indicates that goal setting and feedback have a
significant positive impact on student learning.

Bookings for these conferences will close at
6pm on Tuesday 30th July.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

eSafety: Social Networking & Children
Online social networks are a great way to stay in touch with friends and family. When used properly,
websites such as Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram, Twitter and Google+ can help connect people to
communicate around the world.
In a lot of cases, social networks have a minimum age of 13 years or older listed in their terms and
conditions. This is partly due to the inappropriate content that could be viewed on these sites, but
also because of the laws associated with organisations collecting information about children under 13
years old.
Being a primary school, most of the pupils at St Thomas’ are under 13 years old. We therefore do not
advocate students having personal accounts with such social networks. We feel that it is important to
point out to parents/carers the risks of underage use of such sites, so you can make an informed decision about whether to allow your child to have an account or not.
Possible risks for children may include:


‘age targeted’ advertising which exposes children to inappropriate pictures or videos;



‘friend requests’ from people they don’t know in real life, increasing the risk of inappropriate
contact or behaviour;



unmoderated language, games, groups, photos or other content, which can be offensive,
illegal or unsuitable for children;



sharing too much information about themselves or not using adequate privacy settings;



being exploited by bullies.

Some children will also take advantage of remaining anonymous online, and therefore lie about their
age or personal details, or even mistreat other people, just to experiment and see how far they can
push their boundaries. This in turn leads to additional issues and difficulties which could otherwise
be avoided.

Should you decide to allow your children to access a social network profile, we strongly advise you to:


Check their profile is set to private and that only ‘friends’ can see information that is posted;



Monitor your child’s use and talk to them about safe and appropriate online behaviour;



Set up your own profile so you understand how the site works and ask them to add you as a
friend on their profile so you can keep track of what they are posting online;

The website for the Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner (https://www.esafety.gov.au) has
lots of easy-to-read and informative articles on this site, including a section to report illegal or offensive online content.
In particular, this section is particularly helpful in regards to social networks and briefly describes
different networks that your child may be asking you for permission to join:

https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

Staff Professional Development Day — Friday, 26th July
The second of our Staff PD Days will have a focus on Wellbeing, following on from the first term
day on Managing Challenging Behaviour and Educating Boys. Tomorrow our focus shifts to
positive psychology and covers the practical application of positive psychology in the classroom.
Staff will learn the background of positive psychology and how to implement simple and effective
exercises and practices daily into the classroom. We look forward to tomorrow the benefits for our
students and staff.

Kind regards
Tess Dwyer
ACTING PRINCIPAL

TERM 3 School Fees Now Due
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term
3 School Fees of $610 and Confirmation Levies $50 (if applicable) are
now due and payable.
Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated.
If you are having trouble meeting your financial commitment please
contact the Principal directly on 9434 4565 to discuss.

20th ANNIVERARY OF THE DEDICATION OF ST THOMAS CHURCH
On Sunday, 1st August 1999, the church of St Thomas the Apostle was dedicated to the sacred worship
of God. On the weekend of Saturday, 27 th and Sunday, 28th July, the parish community is invited to
celebrate this anniversary through the liturgy of the
Eucharist. There will be a morning tea on the Sunday, after 10.30am Mass, in the Gathering Space.
Please join with fellow parishioners to mark this
special day in the life of the parish.
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DIARY DATES 2019
JULY

OCTOBER (cont)

25th School Disco 6.00pm - 8.00pm

8th

Reconciliation Faith Night Yr 2 7.00pm

26th School Closure—Mindfulness PD Day

11th

Gymnastics - Yr 3/4

31st

Student Goal Setting Conferences - 1.30pm

12th

Reconciliation Commitment Mass

Students finish at 1.30pm

13th

Reconciliation Commitment Mass

17th

Year 4 Camp to Holy Cross

AUGUST

18th

Year 4 Camp to Holy Cross

1st

Year 6 Group Photo - 12.00pm

24th

Sports Carnival

Year 5 Tiger PAWS 9.00am –1.00pm

25th

Gymnastics - Yr 3/4

5th

SCA Meeting 7.30pm (staffroom)

7th

Confirmation Retreat Day—1st half students

NOVEMBER

8th

Confirmation Retreat Day - 2nd half students

1st

13th

PEB Meeting 7.00pm-8.00pm

15th

Feast of the Assumption

4th

School Closure — Report Writing Day

19th

Year 6 Group Photo 12.00pm

5th

Melbourne Cup Day

22nd Well Being Incursion (whole school)

8th

Gymnastics - Yr 3/4

23rd

SCA Trivia Night 7.00pm - 10.30pm

26th

Book Week commences (26th - 30th)

All Saints Mass 9.15am
Gymnastics - Yr 3/4

Colour Run 2.00pm
11th

Remembrance Day
SCA Meeting 7.30pm (staffroom)

Book Week Parade
12th

Prep Orientation (1/3)

SEPTEMBER

15th

Gymnastics - Yr 3/4

1st

Father’s Day

19th

Prep Orientation (2/3)

2nd

SCA Meeting 7.30pm (staffroom)

20th

First Reconciliation 5.30pm & 7.00pm

4th

Art Show

22nd Gymnastics - Yr 3/4

11th

Confirmation rehearsal at St Patrick’s
Cathedral

26th

13th

Confirmation (Yr 5/6) at St Patrick’s
Cathedral 7.00pm (Friday

29th

20th

Footy Day

29th

Father’s Day Breakfast (Thursday)

20th End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm

OCTOBER
6th

Daylight Savings commences

7th

Term 4 commences

Prep Orientation (3/3
PEB Meeting 7.00pm -8..00pm
Gymnastics - Yr 3/4

DECEMBER
2nd

Advent begins
SCA Meeting 7.30pm (staffroom)

4th

Christmas Carols Evening

16th

Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm & Disco

17th End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm

SCA Meeting 7.30pm (staffroom)
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PRINCIPAL AWARD
PKK

Louis D’A

PLS

Sebastian L

1CM

Harper S

1FL

Amelia P & Jake M

1SH

Adele A

2DH

Adam F

3OR

Christian M

3/4MP

Michael V

4RS

Lucy F, Noah T & Jai L

5/6LC

Ethan N, Giulia P & Isaac J

5/6AP

Evelyn McL & Haley F

5/6MG

Sierra F

GOLD AWARD
1CM

Selena K & Lara V

1FL

Allegra P, Riley E, Emilie C, Eva C,

1SH

James M

3OR

Erik B, Ava G, Sophia I, Charlotte M & Alex W

3/4MP

Michael B, Madeleine H & Jacob K

GOLD PIN

Noah Caruana (3/4MP )

Olivia E (4RS)
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Happy Birthday to the following students
22nd July - 29th July

Harley B, Isaac Z, Thomas G, Emilia J, Annie T, Justine W & Madison B.

Players Needed
Under 12 & 14 GIRLS
UNDER 8 BOYS
NEW SEASON COMMENCING IN JULY
Please email your interest and an age group co-ordinator will contact you: registration@stthomasbc.com.au

We would love to have you come and plays for the Hawks!!
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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