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Dear Families 

 

Welcome to this new school year. To those of you returning to 

St Thomas’, welcome back! To those of you new this year, we 

extend a very special welcome to you all. Because you’ve joined 

us, we are now a whole new community.  
 

As a new community we welcome new families, students and 

teachers. Please introduce yourselves and spend some time get-

ting to know each other. Every new class is also a new commu-

nity - different combinations of students, new opportunities to 

make friends or rekindle friendships forgotten from the past.  
 

As with any change, a new year brings its challenges - settling 

in to new routines, knowing what to expect and forming new 

relationships. This takes time, as adults it is important that we 

acknowledge these challenges and support students to use ap-

propriate strategies to manage change.  

 

Here are some examples of strategies that parents can use at 

home - 
 

 Ensure students have plenty of sleep - a day at school is 

    both mentally and physically exhausting so enough    

    sleep  is essential 

 

 Display a class timetable showing sports days, library 

    days and other important events so that children can be 

    prepared by wearing the correct uniform and ensuring 

    they have all equipment needed for the day 

 

 Teach children to pack their own bag - then they know 

    they have everything they need and  can find their   

    things independently at school 

 Talk about the great things that have happened at school   each day - focus on the positive  

 

 Make healthy lunches together - this helps children feel  like they helped make decisions    

    and they are more likely  to eat it if they have made it themselves. 

 

 Ensure all screens are kept out of bedrooms and turned off at least one hour prior to your     

    child’s bedtime.   Research supports this - Staring at a phone, computer,  or   TV screen can     

    interfere with sleep as the light they give off light that reduces the secretion of melatonin,     

    the hormone that regulates wakefulness. 
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What a fresh, modern and classy uniform we now have! 

I was very pleased to see all of the Prep children wearing       

the new uniform and I think it looks magnificent. We will        

be transitioning to the new uniform for the next two years      

so by 2022 all students across the school will be wearing       

the new uniform. I am very impressed to see that all             

children have started the year wearing the correct uniform     

to school each day. We wear school uniforms because they      

show our identity and give students a sense of pride. When 

wearing uniforms, students often feel more “important”       

since they belong to a group. Uniforms give a sense of           

belonging and we have so much to be proud of. 
 

SCA MEETING 

On Monday night, our dedicated School Community Association held their first meeting for 2020. 

They are busily planning for our upcoming School Fete and they also have plans for some other great 

community and fundraising events for the year this year. Some of these include: Wacky Hair Day, 

Mother’s Day Raffle, Disco, Footy Fun Day & Father’s Day Raffle. All proceeds of these fundraising 

events will go towards new playground equipment to be installed after the renovations. Thank you to 

the dedicated team of parents who volunteer their time and efforts to run these special events for 

our school and our children.   

NEW UNIFORM 

BUSH SCHOOL  

This week, Prep JH were the lucky class who were the first to begin at the St Thomas Koorbilli 

Bush School. You might have noticed a few students coming to school in plain clothes - they had 

their first session and I was really pleased to see students having lots of fun outside exploring our 

environment. Mrs Kalnis is fully trained to run this accredited program and she is working towards 

her certification to be an instructor. 

 

The philosophy of Bush Schools is to encourage and inspire individuals through positive experiences 

and participation in engaging and motivating achievable activities in a bush environment, helping 

to develop personal, social and emotional skills. Children use tools, play, learn boundaries of behav-

iour, both physical and social, grow in confidence, self-esteem and motivation. 

 

A Bush School education for students is held almost exclusively outdoors. Whatever the weather, 

children are encouraged to take the lead in playing, exploring and learning in a bush or natural          

environment. 

 

Forest schools have been operating successfully in Northern Europe for over 50 years. Our ‘Bush 

School’ is tailored to suit our community’s and children’s specific needs. 

 

It recognises the place the bush has in Australian folklore and the significance of the land in Aborig-

inal culture. It draws upon and extends the existing philosophy and pedagogy of St Thomas’ to offer 

unique educational programs. 

 

We will be inviting parents to see the program in action in a few weeks time. More information will 

follow. 
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A letter has been distributed through CareMonkey and Flexibuzz with information regarding our 

Parent & Teacher chat sessions which are held on Wednesday 12th February for families of students 

in Years 1 to 6. Students will be dismissed at 1pm on the day and sessions commence at 1.15pm. 

 

Prep teachers will be administering testing on that day, so they will hold separate chat sessions on 

Wednesday 4th March to meet with families. Then they will be in a better position to share their in-

sights into the children’s educational needs as well as finding out about the children’s interests, etc 

from parents. 

 

This is a great opportunity for parents to begin to develop connections with your children’s teachers, 

so please make sure you book a time to see them. If you are unavailable to attend on the day please 

contact your child’s teacher to make an alternative time. 

 

The school website - www.stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au has live links to book Chat Sessions, 

Testing Sessions and Tours. So if the code or link through the email is lost, please refer to the school 

website. 

PARENT/TEACHER CHATS 

All class, individual and family photos will be taken on Thursday,               

13th February. Students are asked to wear their full summer uniform for the 

photos.  

 

Prep JH will have their photos taken first so they will come to school 

dressed in their uniform and change into their casual clothes for Bush School 

straight after their photos. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

REMINDERS — SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Please keep up to date with the events that are happening at the school. To support you with this we 

have included in this newsletter a list of the dates for  this year. 

Please note that sometimes dates or times change and we endeavour to give you as much notice as 

possible of any changes needed, however to check for the most up to date calendar dates, I suggest 

that you bookmark our school website calendar page which has a live link to our community events 

calendar. Here is the address to use - https://stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/calendar/ 

COMPASS 

I am very excited to announce that the staff have commenced learning 

about and using our new staff and parent portal. This portal is a ‘one-stop-

shop’ for communication at St Thomas. We will be in a period of transition 

during term 1 with the view to being fully online by the beginning of Term 

2.  Parent login details will be provided before the end of the term. 

http://www.stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
https://stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/calendar/
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To begin a new year I think it is important to know who to speak to at school if you need help. Par-

ents' first point of call is always the classroom teacher. Please contact him/her first, they can then 

point you in the right direction if further details are required. There are many contact options.  

 

All class teachers use Class Dojo so a quick message or question can be sent in that format. Our pre-

ferred method of contact is either in person or via telephone call as sometimes it is difficult to inter-

pret and discuss in email format.  

 

Our office staff are very helpful for administrative questions, they are also very helpful in pointing 

you in the right direction. 

 

School leaders are also excellent contacts if meetings need to be scheduled for in-depth discussions, 

suggestions or questions. To make an appointment to see a member of the school leadership team, 

please call into the office. Here is a list of the school leadership team and their responsibilities for 

Term One 2020 

 

Tess Dwyer    Acting Principal (Learning and Teaching, Religious Education) 

Peter Sist    Deputy Principal (Student Wellbeing and Learning Diversity) 

Libby Oliver  Literacy Leader 

Mary Papworth   Mathematics Leader 

Andrew Polifiore   Technology Leader 

Matt Wals    Sport Leader 

 

 COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS 

This weekend we invite all Prep and Year 5/6 Leaders families to attend the Welcome to School 

Mass. This is an opportunity for the St Thomas community to welcome you and your family to our 

school. Students wear casual clothes and sit with their parents during the Mass. A barbeque 

(sausages in bread, soft drink and water) will be provided outside the church afterwards for those 

who wish to stay.  

WELCOME TO SCHOOL MASS 

CARPARK 

Please refer to the School Signage section of this newsletter for information regarding drop-off zone, 

entry and exit gates etc. Please ensure you are driving safely in our carpark. Diamond Creek Road 

is a very busy road. We must drive safely for the sake of our children! 

Tess Dwyer 

Acting Principal 
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DIARY DATES 2020 

FEBRUARY 

7th 3-6 Swimming Trials  

 Yr 1/2 Swimming 1 of 7 

8th Opening School Mass 6.00pm 

10th  Cyber Safety Evening 

11th Year 1/2 Swimming 

 SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

12th Teacher Chats –Students Finish 1pm 

13th School Photos 

14th Yr 1/2 Swimming 2 of 7 

18th  General Faith Night #1, 7- 8pm 

20th General Faith Night #2, 7- 8pm 

21st Yr 1/2 Swimming 3 of 7 

 Eltham District Swimming 

22nd Sacrament Commitment Mass 6 - 7pm 

23rd Sacrament Commitment Mass 10.30-11.30am 

26th Ash Wednesday Mass 9.15-10.15am 

27th  Open Morning  

28th Yr 1/2 Swimming 4 of 7 

 

MARCH 

3rd Open Morning   

6th Yr 1/2 Swimming 5 of 7 

9th  School Closure - Labour Day 

10th School Closure - Staff PD 

12th Open Day  

 Prep 2019 Teddy Bear’s Picnic 5pm 

13th Yr 1/2 Swimming 6 of 7 

14th  Working Bee 9am 

17th St Patrick’s Day Mass at St Patrick’s          

 Cathedral—School Leaders attending 

18th Open Morning  

 Eucharist Faith Night 7-8pm 

20th Yr 1/2 Swimming 7 of 7 

MARCH  (CONTINUED) 

22nd SCHOOL FETE 

24th  PEB Meeting 

26th Open Day 2.30pm 

 Showcase of Learning 2.30-5pm 

27th End of Term 1. Finish at 1.00pm 

28th Eucharist Commitment Mass 6-7pm 

29th Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30-11.30am 

APRIL 

10th Good Friday 

11th Holy Saturday 

12th Easter Sunday 

13th  Easter Monday 

14th School Closure - School Review 

15th Term 2 Commences 

 2021 Prep Information Evening 7pm 

22nd Goal Setting Meetings-Students Finish 1pm 

25th ANZAC Day 

26th First Eucharist 10.30am (3KK) 

 

MAY 

2nd First Eucharist 6.00pm (3AP) 

3rd First Eucharist 10.30am (3RS) 

5th PEB Meeting 

8th Mother’s Day Breakfast 

9th First Eucharist 6.00pm (3MP) 

10th Mother’s Day 

11th School Closure - Report Writing Day 

13- 22nd NAPLAN - Online 

22nd Eltham District Cross Country 12.15pm 

25 -29th  Book Fair Week (Times below) 

     8.30-9.30am & 3.30 - 4pm each day 

28th  Grandparents Day 1.30pm 
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JUNE 

8th Queen’s Birthday—Public Holiday 

16th PEB Meeting 

19th School Disco 

23rd  St Thomas Feast Day Mass & Celebration 

26th End of Term 2. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

JULY 

13th Term 3 commences 

 

AUGUST 

12th Eltham District Athletics 

14th Feast of the Assumption 

25th PEB Meeting 

28th Book Week Parade 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

4th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

6th Father’s Day 

7th  7th -11th  Production Week 

9th Production Evening 

10th Production Evening 

11th  School Closure—Staff PD 

18th  End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

OCTOBER 

4th Daylight Savings commences 

5th Term 4 commences 

13th Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

17th  Reconciliation Commitment Mass 6pm 

18th Reconciliation Commitment Mass 10.30am 

19th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 1 

20th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 2 

21st Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 3 

22nd Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 4 

30th  All Saints Day Mass 9.15am 

NOVEMBER 

2nd School Closure - Report Writing Day 

3rd Melbourne Cup Day—Public Holiday  

5-6th  Year 4 Camp - Holy Cross 

11th  Remembrance Day 

17th PEB Meeting 

30th  Advent Liturgy Week 1 1pm-2.45pm 

 

 DECEMBER 

7th Advent Liturgy Week 2 9-10am 

9th Christmas Carols - School Oval 

15th  End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm 

* Dates and times are subject to change.        

Please continue to check diary dates as noted in 

each weekly newsletter. 

TERM DATES FOR  2020 

Term 1    29th January - 27th March  

Easter   10th April  - 13th April 

Term 2 15th April  - 26th June  

Term 3 13th July - 18th September  

Term 4 5th October  - 15th December  

 

YEAR 5/6 CANBERRA CAMP 

Year 5 & Year 6 Camp to Canberra dates for 

your diary are to: 

 Monday, 19th October 2020 

                 To 

Thurs.  22nd October, 2020 
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PREP 2020 FIRST DAYS 
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SHREK THE MUSICAL — CONGRATULATIONS CHARLIZE! 

Congratulations to Charlize C (3/4KK) who is one of four talented girls who 

will share the role of young Princess Fiona in Shrek the Musical. The musi-

cal opens  at Her Majesty’s  Theatre in the not too distant future, on 19th 

February. We wish Charlize well in this exciting role.  

 

 

 

    

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students:  

1st January - 9th February 

Niamh J, Oliver P, Jake S, Logan C, Jake F, Riley M, Thomas E, Ethan Z, Caprice F,                                

Aaron K, Olive M, Isabel D, Cristabel D, Claudia S, Maimus H, Eva C, Michael C, Emilie C,                       

Sienna G, Tessa H, Noah T, Mia F, Rebecca P, Anna S , Angelina P, Ruby R, Liam B,                                    

Bradley B, James G, Coco L, Aiden G, Leonardo T, Tiana V, Madeleine G, Lenny K, Mila M,                           

Indiana S, Oliver B, Avery J, Rhys C & Hayley F. 
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