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I am pleased to inform you that David Delaney is now recovering from his recent operation. He will 

now require many weeks of rehabilitation so that he can get back on his feet and back to normal. 

I’m sure he must be pleased that the operation is over. Let’s keep him in our prayers for a speedy 

recovery. 

 

School life has now returned to normal and it is hard to believe that the students have actually on-

ly been at school for ten days so far this year. There are many events coming up this term as we 

like to take advantage of the lovely weather during the first term. Please keep up to date with the 

events that relate to you or your child by referring to the calendar. Class teachers also give remind-

ers through Class Dojo so please make sure you are connected to this form of communication. 

Dear Families, 

COMPASS - OUR NEW CENTRALISED COMMUNICATION PORTAL 

We are just ironing out a few technicalities and anticipate that parents will 

be able to connect to the Compass Portal very soon. This portal will amal-

gamate all of our current tools into one place. It will replace CareMonkey, 

Flexibuzz, Parent Portal, and School Interviews to start with. We will also 

explore the option of hot food ordering through this portal as well.  

 

We hope that, by integrating all applications into one place, everyone will 

know where to find out anything related to St Thomas’ School and improve 

clarity. I hope to distribute parent login details in the next few weeks. 

 

We are now at the tendering stage of our renovation process. Members of the school leadership 

team and Fr. Steven have met with the architects and engineers regularly throughout the last              

18 months. We are hopefully on track to commence the building stage during Term 2. Stage 1 will 

involve a full refit of the Mumford Wing (Year 5/6 building) to include bathrooms, new classrooms, 

and teacher planning space. We are hopeful that this will be completed by the end of the year. 

SCHOOL REFURBISHMENT UPDATE 

MEET THE TEACHER CHAT SESSIONS 

Yesterday we provided families with an opportunity to meet with class teachers. The purpose of 

these sessions was for parents to give teachers insight into their child’s interests, goals, needs and 

other pertinent information regarding family circumstances. Thank you to all families who utilised 

this opportunity. If you were unable to attend, teachers will make contact with you to make an alter-

native time.  
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CYBER-SAFETY INCURSION AND PARENT EVENING 

On Monday we welcomed Martin McGauran to St Thomas’. Martin is an 

expert Catholic Education teacher with a passion for technology. He has 

taught in many Catholic Schools across Australia and is a certified 

Google Educator. Martin worked will all classes from Year 1 to Year 6 

with a focus on responsible internet use. I know that the teachers were 

very impressed with his presentation. It was simple, engaging and the 

students really enjoyed it while learning some valuable insights about 

how to thrive online. 

 

We were also very happy to see so many families attend the parent evening hosted by Martin and 

his sister Carley. It was great to hear both an educator and a        psychologist's perspective on how 

to parent in a digital world. I have received some really positive feedback regarding this session.  

If you were unable to attend or would like to refresh your memory on any of the topics covered, 

please refer to this website for a copy of the slideshow - www.bit.ly/cyberparenting 

I’d also like to especially thank the teachers who gave up their family time to attend and help with 

child-minding, Mrs Oliver, Ms Papworth, Mr Polifiore, Mr Sist and Miss Bolzon. This was a big ef-

fort for all, especially considering the other late night and weekend school commitments this week.  

 

Thanks to all for making the effort to come along - for the sake of our children! 

 

On Saturday evening we also held a very 

successful Welcome to School Mass. It was 

great to see all the Prep children and the 

Year 5 and 6 student leaders and their 

families attending this Mass. The barbe-

que afterwards was also very well attend-

ed and enjoyed by all. A special thanks to 

John for cooking the sausages for us. 

 

If you were unable to make it to this Mass 

and you are a Prep parent, please remem-

ber to write a letter to your child from you 

and send it to the classroom teacher.      

We will store these until the children are 

at the end of their primary school years 

when they will be distributed as part of 

graduation. 

WELCOME TO SCHOOL MASS AND BARBEQUE 

 REMINDER - DOGS NOT PERMITTED ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 

A reminder to families that due safety and hygiene reasons dogs, no matter the 

size, are not permitted on the school grounds at any time.  Guide dogs and guide 

dogs in training being the exception. 

http://www.bit.ly/cyberparenting
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If you are a parent of a child in either Year 2 or Year 3, you are asked to attend one of our General 

Faith Nights next week. These are held at the St Thomas’ Church on both Tuesday, 18th February 

and Thursday 20th February. The facilitator for these nights will be Fr Kevin Lenehan. The focus of 

this night is on supporting families in faith formation of the children. Parents of students in other 

year levels are also most welcome to attend for your own information. The night will commence at 

7pm and conclude at 8pm. This is an adult-centered event so please make alternative arrangements 

for child-minding. 

 

The Faith Development Team makes an effort to ensure that we have an engaging presenter each 

year that can enable adults to appreciate the relevance of sacraments in our daily lives. Because of 

the richness of sacramentality, each year a different presenter will be able to expand our appreciation 

of the sacraments from different perspectives. Therefore, it will never be repetitious, even if you have 

participated in one or more of these nights before. 

 

As a follow up to the General Faith Nights all students who will be receiving a sacrament are asked 

to attend one of the Blessing Masses on either Saturday, 22nd February at 6pm or Sunday,                      

23rd February, at 10.30am. The purpose of these masses is for the students to be presented and 

acknowledged in the parish community as they begin their journey towards the reception of the             

sacraments. We look forward to seeing all families at these events. 

 

GENERAL FAITH NIGHTS 

I am sure you are aware of the new government policy which has taken effect as of the beginning     

of the school year regarding student mobile phones across all schools in Victoria. This policy also   

applies to all Catholic schools across Victoria. Please refer to the policy included in this newsletter. 

Some pertinent points from the policy are as follows - 

 

 ‘Mobile phones’ also include smart watches and any other device that connects directly to the 

    internet. 

 

 These devices are not permitted for student use on the school premises, at school events,       

    camps or excursions either during or after school hours. 

 

 There are some exceptions to the above rules in special circumstances. 

 

 Students must check mobile devices in with their classroom teacher in the morning when the 

    school day starts at 8.45am. They will be stored securely in the classroom lock-box and re    

    turned to students at 3.30pm. 

 

 Students are allowed to bring mobile devices to school especially if they are travelling to and   

    from school independently but the above rules must be followed. 

 

 Parents are asked to inform the classroom teacher if they have provided a mobile device for 

the student to bring to school.  

 

 Please refer to the policy at the back of the newsletter for consequences if the above rules are 

    breached. 

STUDENT MOBILE PHONE POLICY 

Tess Dwyer 

Acting Principal 
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DIARY DATES 2020 

FEBRUARY 

14th Yr 1/2 Swimming 2 of 7 

18th  General Faith Night #1, 7- 8pm 

20th General Faith Night #2, 7- 8pm 

21st Yr 1/2 Swimming 3 of 7 

 Eltham District Swimming 

22nd Sacrament Commitment Mass 6 - 7pm 

23rd Sacrament Commitment Mass 10.30-11.30am 

26th Ash Wednesday Mass 9.15-10.15am 

27th  Open Morning  

28th Yr 1/2 Swimming 4 of 7 

 

MARCH 

3rd Open Morning   

6th Yr 1/2 Swimming 5 of 7 

9th  School Closure - Labour Day 

10th School Closure - Staff PD 

12th Open Day  

 Prep 2019 Teddy Bear’s Picnic 5pm 

13th Yr 1/2 Swimming 6 of 7 

14th  Working Bee 9am 

17th St Patrick’s Day Mass at St Patrick’s          

 Cathedral—School Leaders attending 

18th Open Morning  

 Eucharist Faith Night 7-8pm 

20th Yr 1/2 Swimming 7 of 7 

22nd SCHOOL FETE 

24th  PEB Meeting 

26th Open Day 2.30pm 

 Showcase of Learning 2.30-5pm 

27th End of Term 1. Finish at 1.00pm 

28th Eucharist Commitment Mass 6-7pm 

29th Eucharist Commitment Mass                     

 10.30-11.30am 

APRIL 

10th Good Friday 

11th Holy Saturday 

12th Easter Sunday 

13th  Easter Monday 

14th School Closure - School Review 

15th Term 2 Commences 

 2021 Prep Information Evening 7pm 

22nd Goal Setting Meetings-Students Finish 1pm 

25th ANZAC Day 

26th First Eucharist 10.30am (3KK) 

 

MAY 

2nd First Eucharist 6.00pm (3AP) 

3rd First Eucharist 10.30am (3RS) 

5th PEB Meeting 

8th Mother’s Day Breakfast 

9th First Eucharist 6.00pm (3MP) 

10th Mother’s Day 

11th School Closure - Report Writing Day 

13- 22nd NAPLAN - Online 

22nd Eltham District Cross Country 12.15pm 

25 -29th  Book Fair Week (Times below) 

     8.30-9.30am & 3.30 - 4pm each day 

28th  Grandparents Day 1.30pm 

8th Queen’s Birthday—Public Holiday 

16th PEB Meeting 

19th School Disco 

23rd  St Thomas Feast Day Mass & Celebration 

26th End of Term 2. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

JULY 

13th Term 3 commences 
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AUGUST 

12th Eltham District Athletics 

14th Feast of the Assumption 

25th PEB Meeting 

28th Book Week Parade 

 

SEPTEMBER 

4th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

6th Father’s Day 

7th  7th -11th  Production Week 

9th Production Evening 

10th Production Evening 

11th  School Closure—Staff PD 

18th  End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

OCTOBER 

4th Daylight Savings commences 

5th Term 4 commences 

13th Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

17th  Reconciliation Commitment Mass 6pm 

18th Reconciliation Commitment Mass 10.30am 

19th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 1 

20th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 2 

21st Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 3 

22nd Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 4 

30th  All Saints Day Mass 9.15am 

 

NOVEMBER 

2nd School Closure - Report Writing Day 

3rd Melbourne Cup Day—Public Holiday  

5-6th  Year 4 Camp - Holy Cross 

11th  Remembrance Day 

17th PEB Meeting 

30th  Advent Liturgy Week 1 1pm-2.45pm 

 DECEMBER 

7th Advent Liturgy Week 2 9-10am 

9th Christmas Carols - School Oval 

15th  End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm 

* Dates and times are subject to change.        

Please continue to check diary dates as noted in 

each weekly newsletter. 

TERM DATES FOR  2020 

Term 1    29th January - 27th March  

Easter   10th April  - 13th April 

Term 2 15th April  - 26th June  

Term 3 13th July - 18th September  

Term 4 5th October  - 15th December  

 

YEAR 5/6 CANBERRA CAMP 

Year 5 & Year 6 Camp to Canberra dates for 

your diary are to: 

 Monday, 19th October 2020 

                 To 

Thurs.  22nd October, 2020 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

SCHOOL FETE 

SUNDAY 

22ND MARCH 2020 
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CRAYON DONATIONS 

FETE DONATIONS 

We are looking for  some donations of crayons for a Fete Stall Pro-

ject. 

 If you are able to assist please drop off donations at the school 

office. 

Please save the date   

  School Fete,                                                                                          

Sunday, 22nd March 
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ICE CREAM FRIDAYS 

$1.50 $2.00 $2.50 $2.50 

Order via QKR! app 

Please place orders via QKR! only (no cash sales) 
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Happy Birthday to the following students:  

10th February - 16th February 

Alexander B, Millicent S, Martin K, Darcy W, James B, Georgia O’K, Mia C,                                                    

Aarav L, Alexia M, Zara M & Allegra T. 

PRINCIPAL AWARD 

       PJH  Lara VPLS  

       1FL  Indiana S 

       1JP  Evie S 

       2DH  Leila A & Indi P 

       3/4KK   Max E 

       3/4MP   Ava G & Charlie A 

       5/6MW Sophia V 

GOLD PIN 

Alyssa V  3/4AP
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UPCOMING OPEN DAYS  

A reminder to parents that applications for Year 5 students commencing Year 

7 in 2022 are currently being accepted. Applications close 23rd August 2020. 
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