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Dear Families, 

Since our last school newsletter, there have been many developments across the world. I trust that 

you have read and are up to date with the communications that have been shared with you. As you 

are aware we are transitioning to Compass School Manager as our school online portal. I understand 

that some parents are having difficulty in accessing or signing up to the portal. Please come past the 

office if you need some help with this. Once signed up it is a user-friendly application that I am sure 

you will all find to be a positive change in our communication protocols. 

As of the end of this term, we will no longer be using CareMonkey or Flexibuzz 

and the newsletter will only be available on the school website or through Com-

pass School Manager. We will no longer be emailing the newsletter directly to 

the main parent contact. Families have been issued with paper copies of indi-

vidual usernames and temporary passwords for both main contacts for each 

student. If you have not received these letters, please check your child’s school 

bag before contacting the office to request a replacement copy. 

I thought I would share with you a poem written by Fr Richard on 13th March in Europe which high-

lights the need to look at the positives of our current situation. 

 

Yes there is fear. Yes there is isolation. Yes there is panic buying. Yes there is sickness.                

Yes there is even death. 

But, They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise you can hear the birds again.                      

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet the sky is no longer thick with fumes but blue                 

and grey and clear. They say that in the streets of Assisi people are singing to each other                    

across the empty squares, keeping their windows open so that those who are alone may                 

hear the sounds of family around them. They say that a  hotel in the West of Ireland is                         

offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 

Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with her number through the                 

neighbourhood so that the elders may have someone to call on. Today Churches,                          

Synagogues, Mosques and Temples are preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless,                 

the sick, the weary. All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting.                                    

All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way. All over the world                      

people are waking up to a new reality. 

To how big we really are. To how little control we really have. To what really matters. To Love. 
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So we pray and we remember that - 

Yes there is fear. But there does not have to be hate. 

Yes there is isolation. But there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes there is panic buying. But there does not have to be meanness. 

Yes there is sickness. But there does not have to be disease of the soul 

Yes there is even death. But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. Today, breathe. Listen, behind the factory 

noises of your panic. The birds are singing again, the sky is clearing, Spring is coming, and we are 

always encompassed by Love. Open the windows of your soul and though you may not be able to 

touch across the empty square, Sing. 

In this time of uncertainty, we must look after each other. I ask all members of our community to 

be kind, thoughtful and considerate to all. 

 

LATEST CHANGES DUE TO COVID-19 

With the current Australian Government response I can confirm the following changes to upcoming 

events - 

Eucharist Celebrations - postponed 

Showcase afternoon - postponed 

All Masses and liturgies - postponed 

Staff external professional learning - cancelled or moved to online option 

Please be considerate of our staff at the moment. In these unprecedented times, they are under sig-

nificant pressure and are trying to do their best to support families and prioritise teaching and learn-

ing of the students at school. We need to look after the well-being of all in our community. 

We respect that some families have selected to keep their children at home while other families have 

decided to send their children to school.  Our school days will run to our regular timetable with the 

exception of assembly and whole school gatherings. 

A number of parents that have elected to keep their children at home have requested additional 

home learning tasks.  Teachers are trying their best to provide home learning task packs for stu-

dents, however they are also currently meeting the individual learning needs of students at school, 

so please be considerate of our teachers at this time. Students are able to access their class google 

site (listed below) and explore learning options in this way if printed packs are not available.   

 

We hope that families will respect the direction we are taking.  We 

will continue to put the safety of our students, staff and families at 

the forefront and support the broader community  ambition of try-

ing to minimise / slow the spread of the virus where possible. 
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Here are the URL’s for each year level’s google site - 

Prep        https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/prepstthomas/home 

Year 1     https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-1-st-thomas/home 

Year 2     https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade2stthomas/home 

Year 3/4  https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-34-st-thomas/home 

Year 5/6  https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-56-st-thomas/home 

Teachers are preparing work packs for parents to use to support the learning of students at home. 

We have also arranged for special permission to take school-provided devices home for those families 

who need access to additional technology. Devices will only be sent home if parents have signed and 

returned the iPad or Chromebook Agreement to the office. All students in Years 3 to 6 should have 

been given 2 copies of these forms - one for families to keep and the other to sign and return to 

school.  

It is important to note that school filtering systems do not work in the home environ-

ment, therefore students must be actively supervised by an adult when using school de-

vices at home.  

We hope that families will respect the direction we are taking.  We will continue to put the safety of 

our students, staff and families at the forefront and support the broader community ambition of    

trying to minimise / slow the spread of the virus where possible. 

OTHER CHANGES 

Effective immediately we have turned off our drink taps outside in an effort to support our students 

to stay as healthy as possible. Please ensure all students bring a named drink bottle to school.         

Students will be able to refill their own drink bottle in the classrooms and will have access to clean 

water to drink whenever required. 

PREP TEDDY BEARS PICNIC 

Last week our Prep students and their families came to-

gether after school for our Teddy Bears’ Picnic. This is an 

annual celebration here at St Thomas and an opportunity 

for families to meet other families in the St Thomas       

community. There were lots of happy children and teddy 

bears  enjoying this fun gathering. 

https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/prepstthomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-1-st-thomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade2stthomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-34-st-thomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-56-st-thomas/home


 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

It is important for families to have a structure to support them to continue learning at home. We are  

mindful that parents will also be required to work from home in the event of a lockdown. Here is a 

suggested timetable that families may chose to use (thanks to Clara for sharing this with me) - 

SUGGESTED HOME LEARNING TIMETABLE 

#THANKYOURTEACHER CAMPAIGN 

I have recently read an article regarding teachers feeling underappreciated in their work. A recent 

Monash University study indicates that three quarters of teachers feel underappreciated in their 

profession, and are burdened by administrative tasks outside classroom hours that take up precious 

family time.  

The #ThankYourTeacher campaign ran between 24th October and                    

10th November 2019 in an effort to help drive community acknowl-

edgement for Australian teachers, and encourage people from all 

walks of life to say ‘thanks’ for the significant contribution teachers 

make to society.  

 

To view the report on this initiative you can access it at 

www.monash.edu/thank-your-teacher 

http://www.monash.edu/thank-your-teacher
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SCHOOL FEES  - TERM1 FEES NOW  OVER DUE 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2021 

A reminder to all families who are not currently on a payment plan, that 

the Term 1 school fees and all levies are now overdue. 

 Please finalise Term 1 payments by Friday, 20th March. 

Our Open Day tours have been well attended and 

we are currently accepting Prep enrolments for 

2021.  If you have a sibling due to start Prep in 

2021 enrolment forms are available from Carly 

and Francine in the school office. 

A reminder that Term 1 ends for students next 

Friday,  27th March at 1:00 pm. 

OSHC is available if you are unable to collect 

your children at 1.00pm. Bookings essential. 

School resumes for Term 2  on                                

Wednesday,  15th April. 

Tess Dwyer 

Acting Principal 

END OF TERM 1 

Reminder -  the last day of term is 

Crazy Hat/Hair Day. 

 Let’s fininsh the term off with lots of 

colour and fun! 

Students to bring a gold coin donation.             

Students will be supplied with an             

icypole treat. 

 Please notify classroom teachers if 

you do not wish you child to                  

receive one. 
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UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020 

 

20th    Yr 1/2 Swimming 7 of 7 

22nd Fete -  P 

24th  PEB Meeting 

25th Hockey sessions Years 3 &4 

26th Open Day 2.30pm - 4.30pm 

 Showcase of Learning 2.30-5.00pm – P 

27th Crazy Hat/Hair Day - Gold coin donation 

 End of Term 1. Finish at 1.00pm 

28th Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm   - P 

29th Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am - P 

 

 

 

10th Good Friday 

11th Holy Saturday 

12th Easter Sunday 

13th  Easter Monday 

14th School Closure - School Review 

15th Term 2 Commences 

 2021 Enrolment Information Evening 7pm 

17th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

22nd  Goal Setting Meetings—Students Finish1pm 

24th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

25th ANZAC Day 

26th First Eucharist 10.30am (3KK) -P 

28th Year 4 Loyola Visit  - C 

 

1st Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

2nd First Eucharist 6.00pm (3AP)   - P 

3rd First Eucharist 10.30am (3RS) - P 

5th PEB Meeting 

8th Mother’s Day Breakfast—to be advised 

 Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

9th First Eucharist 6.00pm (3MP)  - P 

10th Mother’s Day  

11th School Closure - Report Writing Day 

13- 22nd   NAPLAN - Online 

15th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

22nd   Eltham District Cross Country 12.15pm 

 Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

25 -29th  Book Fair Week (Times below) 

  8.30-9.30am & 3.30 - 4pm each day 

28th  Grandparents Day 1.30pm 

29th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

 

 

5th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

8th Queen’s Birthday—Public Holiday 

12th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

16th PEB Meeting 

19th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

 School Disco 

23rd    St Thomas Feast Day Mass & Celebration 

26th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

26th End of Term 2. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

 

13th Term 3 commences 

MARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

   P =  Postponed 

  C =  Cancelled 

All other events to be              

advised. 
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12th Eltham District Athletics 

14th Feast of the Assumption Mass 9.15am 

20th  Year 6 Photograph 

24th  - 28th Book Week 

25th PEB Meeting 

28th Book Week Parade 

 

 

4th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

6th Father’s Day 

7th  7th -11th  Production Week 

9th Production Evening 

10th Production Evening 

11th  School Closure—Staff PD 

18th  End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

4th Daylight Savings commences 

5th Term 4 commences 

13th Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

17th  Reconciliation Commitment Mass 6pm 

18th Reconciliation Commitment Mass 10.30am 

19th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 1 

20th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 2 

21st Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 3 

22nd Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 4 

30th  All Saints Day Mass 9.15am 

 

 

2nd School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 3rd Melbourne Cup Day  -  Public Holiday  

5-6th  Year 4 Camp - Holy Cross 

11th  Remembrance Day 

17th PEB Meeting 

30th  Advent Liturgy Week 1 1pm-2.45pm 

  

7th Advent Liturgy Week 2 9-10am 

9th Christmas Carols - School Oval 

11th Graduation 

15th  End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm 

* Dates and times are subject to change.        

Please continue to check diary dates as noted in 

each weekly newsletter. 

TERM DATES FOR  2020 

Term 1    29th January - 27th March  

Easter   10th April  - 13th April 

Term 2 15th April  - 26th June  

Term 3 13th July - 18th September  

Term 4 5th October  - 15th December  

 

YEAR 5/6 CANBERRA CAMP 

Year 5 & Year 6 Camp to Canberra dates for 

your diary are to: 

  

Monday, 19th October 2020 

                 To 

  Thurs.  22nd October, 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

Diary dates  indicative of           

upcoming planned events.           

Given the current situation 

we will advise of their status 

as decisions are made. 
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PRINCIPAL AWARD 

       PJH  Amy M 

       PLS   Savannah H 

       2AG  Sari-Jade R 

       2DH  Riley E 

       3/4AP  Danika C & Ryder C 

       3/4RS Ava P & Max M 

       5/6AP Madeleine H 

       5/6LC Jacob B 

       5/6RD Justine W & Nathan L 

       5/6TB Jarvis K 

GOLD AWARD 

       Harley B (3/4RS) 

 

GOLD PIN 

      

Harley B (3/4RS) Ciara J (3/4MP) 

LOST SCHOOL SHOES 

Lost one pair of black, size 1 school shoes with a strap (not laces). Last seen in Year 1 classrooms 

area in Coles shopping bag. I found please drop off at school office or return to Tiana V in 1FL. 
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Happy Birthday to the following students:  

16th March— 22nd March 

Milla G. Micah H, Rye H, Charlotte H, Matthew J, Alexander W, Grace A,                             

Milla C, Emily T & Milla S 

COMMUNITY NEWS 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 


