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Dear Families, 

This is my last newsletter as Acting Principal for Term 1, 2020. As I reflect on our achievements so 

far this year, I cannot believe how our world and our community have changed. In such uncertain 

times I am so proud of our community - students, parents and staff. It certainly has been and will 

continue to be a challenge and a change for us all. I believe this pandemic is God’s way of sending us 

a message, it is an opportunity for us to evaluate what is really important and to make changes for 

our future and the future of our children. 

I have received many messages of gratitude from families recently and I am really humbled by your 

support, understanding and encouragement. Everything we do is driven by our love for our students 

and that will continue regardless of the situation. 

I would like to acknowledge the extraordinary effort of staff especially in the last few weeks. Not only 

have they been teaching their classes, they have also prepared packs of learning to support families 

and they have also been on a steep learning curve so that they can be organised for next term espe-

cially in the event that we may need to move to remote learning. We have amazing staff at St Thom-

as’ and I’m pleased to say that as a school we are well ahead of many other schools in the area in our 

preparedness for a new mode of learning. 

EXPECTATIONS 

Just a reminder, as communicated through my daily updates on Compass, the learning packs that 

staff sent home are to be used in case of a delay in returning to school at the beginning of Term 2. 

They have compiled work to be completed from Tuesday, 14th April to Friday, 24th April.  

It is expected that all students complete the work given and return it to school. We are making a 

plan for the return of this work which will be communicated to you early next term. 
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We have created a remote learning plan for families to understand the purpose of the applications we 

use as a whole school and also the expectations of teachers, parents and students in the event that we 

will need to transition to remote learning after 24th April. Here is a list of the responsibilities of 

teachers, parents and students current as of today -  

REMOTE LEARNING 

Teacher Responsibilities 

 Plan appropriate tasks, relevant to learning for Term 2 each week 

 Share work with students through Google applications or Class Dojo - Sites, Docs, Sheets, 

Slides, Classroom 

 Give feedback on student work using the comment feature on Google Applications 

 Run check in video conferences with students using Google Meet 

 Meet online with teaching teams and as a whole staff weekly 

 

Parent Responsibilities 

 Provide an environment conducive to learning (access to technology, safe and quiet space dur-

ing the day time in a shared space at home) 

 Actively supervise students and support to complete their assigned school work 

 Monitor time spent engaging in online and offline learning 

 Correct student work if possible and give suggestions for improvement 

 Ensure you are connected to Class Dojo for each of your children’s classes 

 

Student Responsibilities 

 Use technology responsibly - follow school user agreement signed at the beginning of the year 

 Complete set tasks, show parents your work and listen to feedback given 

 Submit online work to teachers by the due date 

 Join class check in video conferences 

 

Remote learning platforms at St Thomas the Apostle School 

St Thomas the Apostle School maintains robust ICT infrastructure which can deliver online learning 

for students in a time of need. Each element provides a unique service and together forms the 

School’s Remote Learning Platform. 

 

Working Remotely Policy 

 

Staff are working on this policy at the moment which will give us clear outlines of what remote 

learning is and how it looks at St Thomas’ should the need arise. This will be shared with you when 

it is complete. 
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Platform Link Purpose 

Compass 

https://stgreensboroughnth-

vic.compass.education/ 

Portal for parents and teachers - central space 

for communication to the School Community 

Gmail 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox All official communication between staff and 

students from Years 2 to 6 will use the 

@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au account 

provided. 

Google Meet 

https://meet.google.com Video communication with teachers. This is 

integrated with student google accounts for 

simple and effective two-way video conferenc-

ing for classes. 

Google Drive 

https://drive.google.com 

  

Collaboration, planning and shared documents 

storage. 

  

All students in Years 2 to 6 have access to their 

own personal Google Drive. 

Class Dojo 

https://www.classdojo.com Communication tool used by all classroom 

teachers for sharing of photos, videos and work 

as well as directly messaging individual par-

ents or sending whole class announcements. 

Google Sites 

Preps @ St Thomas' 

Year 1 @ St Thomas’ 

Year 2 @ St Thomas’ 

Year 3/4 @ St Thomas’ 

Year 5/6 @ St Thomas’ 

Online activities posted on Year Level Google 

Sites - updated weekly. 

Curriculum 

support portals 

& subscriptions 

Mathletics 

Spellodrome 

Epic Kids 

Kids A to Z 

Reading Eggs 

Studyladder 

Duolingo 

KWL Online 

Online subscriptions available for students to 

access to support learning and complete tasks 

set by teachers. 

https://stgreensboroughnth-vic.compass.education/
https://stgreensboroughnth-vic.compass.education/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox
https://meet.google.com/
https://drive.google.com
https://www.classdojo.com/
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/prepstthomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-1-st-thomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade2stthomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-34-st-thomas/home
https://sites.google.com/stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/grade-56-st-thomas/home
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 REMINDER - PLEASE SIGN UP! 

If you haven’t already signed up for our two communication tools please do this as a matter of                 

urgency. 

 

 

     

      Class Dojo - this is our class-based communication tool used from Prep to 6 

 

 

 

     

      Compass   - this is our school-based communication tool 

SCHOOL FEES  - TERM1 FEES NOW  OVER DUE 

A reminder to all families who are not currently on a payment plan, that 

the Term 1 school fees and all levies are now overdue. Payments can be 

made via direct deposit. Please see your invoice for details and remember 

to include your family’s surname and account details 

 Please finalise Term 1 payments by Friday, 26th March. 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2021 

Our Open Day tours have been well attended and we are currently accept-

ing Prep enrolments for 2021.  If you have a sibling due to start Prep in 

2021 enrolment forms are available from Carly and Francine in the school 

office. 

Due to current circumstances please mail your child’s enrolment applica-

tion to the school or if you are able to email it to:                                                                             

offce@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 
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Tess Dwyer 

Acting Principal 

 

A PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH - THE GREAT PROTECTOR 

 

St Joseph, 

You were receptive to God working in your life. 

Help us by your prayers at this time of trial. 

 

You kept Jesus and Mary under your watchful care: 

may your prayers assist our local Church to respond to those in need. 

 

You taught the Christ Child your trade and prayers: 

help us to follow his example of love. 

 

You were part of God’s plan for all humanity: 

assist us to be vigilant and responsible this day. 

 

You spent your life in service: 

may we be mindful of others, particularly the elderly and vulnerable, caring for them in these 

difficult days. 

 

You trusted in the clear primacy of God over all history and every situation: help us to grow 

in faith and pray to the Father, Thy will be done. 

Amen  

 

Wishing all our families a happy Easter.  

Stay safe and healthy, look after each other and we 

look forward to seeing you in Term 2. 
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UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020 

28th Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm   - P 

29th Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am - P 

 

 

 

10th Good Friday 

11th Holy Saturday 

12th Easter Sunday 

13th  Easter Monday 

14th School Closure - School Review 

15th Term 2 Commences 

 2021 Enrolment Information Evening 7pm 

17th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

22nd  Goal Setting Meetings—Students Finish1pm 

24th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

25th ANZAC Day 

26th First Eucharist 10.30am (3KK) -P 

28th Year 4 Loyola Visit  - C 

 

 

1st Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

2nd First Eucharist 6.00pm (3AP)   - P 

3rd First Eucharist 10.30am (3RS) - P 

5th PEB Meeting 

8th Mother’s Day Breakfast—P 

 Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

 

9th First Eucharist 6.00pm (3MP)  - P 

10th Mother’s Day  

11th School Closure - Report Writing Day 

13- 22nd   NAPLAN - Online 

15th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

22nd   Eltham District Cross Country 12.15pm 

 Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

25 -29th  Book Fair Week (Times below) 

  8.30-9.30am & 3.30 - 4pm each day 

28th  Grandparents Day 1.30pm 

29th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

 

 

5th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

8th Queen’s Birthday—Public Holiday 

12th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

16th PEB Meeting 

19th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

 School Disco 

23rd    St Thomas Feast Day Mass & Celebration 

26th Footsteps Dance Program  Yr 3/4 

26th End of Term 2. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

 

13th Term 3 commences 

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

   P =  Postponed 

  C =  Cancelled 

All other events to be              

advised. 

Diary dates  indicative of           

upcoming planned events.           

Given the current situation 

we will advise of their status 

as decisions are made. 
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12th Eltham District Athletics 

14th Feast of the Assumption Mass 9.15am 

20th  Year 6 Photograph 

24th  - 28th Book Week 

25th PEB Meeting 

28th Book Week Parade 

 

 

4th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

6th Father’s Day 

7th  7th -11th  Production Week 

9th Production Evening 

10th Production Evening 

11th  School Closure—Staff PD 

18th  End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

4th Daylight Savings commences 

5th Term 4 commences 

13th Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

17th  Reconciliation Commitment Mass 6pm 

18th Reconciliation Commitment Mass 10.30am 

19th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 1 

20th Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 2 

21st Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 3 

22nd Year 5 & 6 Camp—Canberra Day 4 

30th  All Saints Day Mass 9.15am 

 

 

2nd School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 3rd Melbourne Cup Day  -  Public Holiday  

5-6th  Year 4 Camp - Holy Cross 

11th  Remembrance Day 

17th PEB Meeting 

30th  Advent Liturgy Week 1 1pm-2.45pm 

  

7th Advent Liturgy Week 2 9-10am 

9th Christmas Carols - School Oval 

11th Graduation 

15th  End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm 

* Dates and times are subject to change.        

Please continue to check diary dates as noted in 

each weekly newsletter. 

TERM DATES FOR  2020 

Term 1    29th January - 27th March  

Easter   10th April  - 13th April 

Term 2 15th April  - 26th June  

Term 3 13th July - 18th September  

Term 4 5th October  - 15th December  

 

YEAR 5/6 CANBERRA CAMP 

Year 5 & Year 6 Camp to Canberra dates for 

your diary are to: 

  

Monday, 19th October 2020 

                 To 

Thurs.  22nd October, 2020 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

Diary dates  indicative of           

upcoming planned events.           

Given the current situation 

we will advise of their status 

as decisions are made. 
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Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating birthday over 

the school holidays:  

23rd March— 14th April 

Mason W, Lily I, Isabelle M, Charlotte M, Valentino T, Jacob B, Benjamin K,                     

Maree A, Amelia A, Lewis B, Charlize C, Michael B, Erik B & Camryn C. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 


