ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 10
23rd April, 2020
Dear Families,
As we move towards the end of the second week of remote learning, it has been very satisfying hearing from parents how appreciative they are of the work our staff have been doing in providing an
education for your children. This doesn’t happen alone and it is the partnership with parents that
makes it work.
We are under no illusions as to how difficult this has been in some households, juggling working
from home, children’s learning and having younger children. We commend you all.
Other states in the country are moving towards children returning to school in the near future. The
Andrew’s Government and Chief Medical Officer are still reiterating that schools will be remaining
closed until the end of term.
I know that some parents will be keen for their children to return to school this term to make things
more manageable at home. However, we are still under strict instructions only to allow children
whose parents are involved in essential services to attend on site.
Most of our staff are working from home and the teaching staff who have volunteered to supervise
the children at school are finding it challenging to still engage with their own classes whilst undertaking the supervision role.
We will get through this. The isolation and social distancing are having an enormous impact on
containing the spread of this virus.

ANZAC DAY
This Saturday, 25th April, is ANZAC Day.
A day I would normally be gearing up for the
footy but this year will be different. The RSL
are encouraging families to gather at the end
of their driveways at dawn with a candle to
help commemorate this day and the sacrifices
our soldiers made over may wars to keep this
country safe. The school has provided a wreath
for the Diamond Creek Service.
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ENROLMENTS FOR 2021
We are still accepting Prep enrolments for 2021. If you have a sibling
due to start Prep in 2021 enrolment forms are available from Carly and
Francine in the school office.
Due to current circumstances please mail your child’s enrolment application, along with required certificates, to the school or if you are able
to email it to:

office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
Likewise, if you know of any families wishing to enrol their child at St
Thomas but haven’t as yet collected an information pack or enrolment
form, please let them know to ring/email the school office and an information pack will be mailed out to them.

We are currently not conducting school tours for prospective families.
The school is working on a Visual Tour on our website. This will enable
prospective families to interact with members of the Leadership Team
and walk through the school asking questions as they go. This will be
up and running by next week.

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel free
to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions with myself will in a confidential manner.

SUSPENSION OF SCHOOL CROSSING PROGRAM
We have been advised by the Nillumbik Council that they are suspending the
School Crossing Program , effective from Wednesday, 22nd April through to Monday, 11th May 2020.
The suspension of the program will be reviewed prior to 11th May, and may be
extended beyond this date depending on advice from the State Government.
We will forward on any updates as we receive them.

David Delaney
Principal
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BOOK CLUB
To be able to continue to provide books for children in the way we’ve always done, Scholastic is still
running Book Club in Term 2.

Book Club is now available for parents to access the catalog remotely. Please click on / type in the
link below to access the latest catalog.
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/
Book Club orders can be placed via LOOP and be delivered directly to your home for a nominal fee
per order of $5.99, regardless of the order size. Please ensure that you check your address details on
your LOOP account and ensure their child was still assigned to a class, even for this home delivery
option.
We are very happy that Scholastic is giving the students the opportunity to still have access to Book
Club at this time - we want to encourage all children to read offline whenever possible.

Orders will be accepted soon - we will let you know when the LOOP orders are open for
Issue 3.

IT SUPPORT

Our IT technical department have a dedicated support phone number that will be resourced with
dedicated team members to provide parents/guardians with general IT support for their children
throughout this remote learning period. Parents can phone this number to get help with issues
such as:


My device won’t connect to the wireless;



Internet isn’t working;



I can’t print;



Why isn’t my camera or microphone working?



I can’t open Google Apps for Education.

This general support for parents/guardians can be accessed by phoning 03 9998 6392 between the
hours of 8:30am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday, excluding Public Holidays and will continue to
operate throughout the remote learning period.
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LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Tess Dwyer - Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and Religious Education)
ANZAC DAY
Coronavirus will not stop us remembering the
fallen this ANZAC Day. We might not be able
to gather at our memorials this year, but we
can #LightUpTheDawn at 6am Saturday in our
driveways and front yards. Our family will
gather in our drive with a candle and pay our
respects - hope you’ll join in. Lest we Forget.

10 WAYS TO SPREAD POSITIVITY
The global impact of the coronavirus pandemic has been unprecedented, and in addition to coping
with increased levels of stress and anxiety, many of us are now faced with the necessity of making
dramatic adjustments to our daily lives.
In the midst of these stressful times, however, it’s more important than ever to look for small positives in our situation. Research shows that finding positive meaning in stressful encounters can
help us regulate our emotions and bounce back more quickly from negative emotional experiences.
Positive emotions have also been shown to play an important role in health by increasing our
resistance to illness. More recently, Australian researchers have found that shared adversity fosters
social support, which in turn can foster team creativity.

Here’s a list of things that parents and kids can do together at home to spread some positivity.

1. Write letters
Most children will have rarely had a chance to send personalised handwritten letters, so using this
more traditional method to communicate with friends, grandparents or aunts and uncles can be a
fun and novel activity.

2. Get crafty
Arts and crafts can provide a number of mental health benefits, and research shows that making
art can be an effective way to reduce stress. Creating art can also be a wonderful way to spread joy
and positivity.

3. Highlight positive news stories
Although so much of the news we’re seeing at the moment seems pretty bleak, there are always
positives to be found, from the acts of kindness being carried out every day to the way nature is
thriving while we all stay home.
If you want to spread some positivity in these difficult times, highlighting positive news stories is a
great place to start. Taking the time to discuss the news with your children is also important, as it
gives you a chance to address their concerns and remind them that there are still good things happening out there.
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4. Sing together
Singing can be a powerful tool for positivity during difficult times, especially when done in a
group. Research shows that singing triggers the release of "feel-good" hormones known as endorphins, and also lowers levels of the stress hormone cortisol. Even if you don’t feel very musical, you
can still
enjoy the benefits of singing by belting out your favourite Disney classics or other beloved songs while doing chores or working in the garden together.

5. Schedule videos calls with friends and family
Visiting friends and family might not be possible right now, but that doesn’t mean you have to
stop socialising altogether. Make sure your kids still get to talk to their friends and relatives by
scheduling regular video calls with different family members and friends on various days of the
week. It’s also a great way to provide some emotional support to those who are on their own during this time.

6. Film a funny video
Humour can be another mechanism for dealing with stressful situations, and people all around the
world have been using some of their new-found free time during isolation to create dance routines,
comedy sketches and parodies. For instance, a family in the United Kingdom created their own
lockdown adaptation of a classic song from Les Misérables, and this New Zealand family’s Lockdown Boogie went viral.

7. Put together some giveaway bags for charity
Spending more time at home is the perfect opportunity to declutter and get rid of toys and clothes
that your children have outgrown. Try to include your kids in the decluttering process by explaining how their donations can help other kids and families who have less. If there are toys or clothes
that aren’t in great shape anymore, you can also look up some creative ideas for upcycling them.

8. Check on your neighbours
Although you may not be able to check in on them in person, many vulnerable and elderly people
in your neighbourhood will need help now more than ever. One thing you can do together as a
family is prepare some calling cards with your name, number and address on them. You can then
put these cards through the letterboxes of homes on your street to make sure your neighbours will
have someone to call if they need help with simple things like ordering groceries or walking their
dog.

9. Support local businesses
Small business owners often struggle the most during an economic downturn, so discuss as a family some ideas for supporting your favourite local businesses. For instance, maybe local restaurants
could be supported through takeaway orders, fresh fruit could be ordered from local greengrocers,
and gift cards could be purchased from businesses that have been forced to close for the time being.

10. Launch an online charity fundraiser
Many charitable organisations will also be impacted by the coronavirus pandemic due to fundraising events being cancelled or postponed and charity shops being forced to close their doors. With
this in mind, one very useful thing you can do as a family is brainstorm some innovative ideas for
an online charity fundraiser, whether it’s an online auction or crowdfunding campaign.
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REMOTE LEARNING AT ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL

PREP LS
Learning
The

letter ‘E’
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PREP JH
Learning the letter ‘v’
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Fantastic work by the
students in IFL
Samuel Z 1FL
Addition Sums
(using the ‘Turnabout’ strategy)

Oliver E - 1FL
Text: A BOX
(use your imagination to create your
own box design)

Tiana V - 1FL
Addition Rockets
(using the ‘Count On’ strategy

Oliver P - 1FL
Addition Rockets
(using the ‘Count On’ strategy)
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R.E. in 3/4MP
Well done to the students in 3/4MP. They have all
produced some amazing artwork. Their task was to
“make a cross out of nature from their garden”.

By Violet C.
By Addison H.

By Mikey B.

By Charlize C.
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Premier’s Reading Challenge News
St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2020. The Premier’s letter to all students and parents is below.

The Hon Daniel Andrews MP
Premier of Victoria

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Welcome to the 2020 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge.
As you know, reading helps ensure children develop important foundational skills – setting them
up for school and for life.

Just as importantly, reading also helps our kids imagine, explore and learn more about the
world around them.
This year, everyone who completes the Challenge will receive a Certificate of Achievement – and
with more than 12,000 titles on the Challenge’s reading list, there really is a book for everyone.
For children not yet at school, the Challenge invites parents and carers to experience 40 books
with their child. For students from Prep to Year 2, the Challenge is to read or experience 30
books and for students in Years 3 to 10, the Challenge is to read 15 books.
I also encourage you to visit the Challenge Facebook page: facebook.com.au/VicPRC. There you
can join the community of avid readers to share stories, stay informed and recommend books.

Until then, good luck and have fun.
Yours sincerely
The Hon Daniel Andrews
MP Premier of Victoria

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc





Click on - Register and log on
Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application
Click onto - VPRC login
Put in username and password

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge: https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
Many students and parents have already contacted me for their usernames and passwords and begun the challenge. As it may be difficult to access the library at the moment you can use books you
have at home or the following online resources which we have available for free at the moment:
1. Home reading at myON (a free service until the end of May)
https://www.myon.com/school/australiainternationalbooksdemo
Year 1 and 2
Username: stthomas12
Password: books

Year 3 and 4
Username: stthomas34
Password: books

Year 5 and 6
Username: stthomas56
Password: books

2. Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/

3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome
&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Please email me for your username and password.
Congratulations to the following students who have already taken up the challenge! Last year we
had 75 students participating in the challenge. I hope we can beat that number this year.

Prep

Year 1/2

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

Savannah H

Alyssa V

Dylan C

Liam V

Amy M

Jack A

Jackson H

Sophie C
Aiden V
Taylah M
Harper S
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LOYOLA NEWS
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PRINCIPAL AWARD
PJH

William D, Vivienne H, Amy M & Leonardo T

PLS

Savannah H

1AG

Emilie C

1FL

Daisy H & James B

3/4KK

Dane K

3/4MP

Phoenix F & Ryan P

3/4RS

Billy G, Adam F, Annie T & Summa J

5/6LC

Ally P, Marcus B, Mason W, Jacob B & Mia A

5/6MW

Kiera P

5/6TB

Mikayla S

GOLD AWARD
Kalina K (3/4MP)

Welcome back to term 2!
Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating

their birthday this week:
20th April—26th April
Jasmine L-G, Mason S, Jacob G, Laurence D’A. Chelsea K,
Xavier N & Amelia K.
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