ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 11
30th April, 2020
Dear Families,
I hope you are all staying dry and warm today as we experience this cold snap. Remote learning is
progressing well this week.. We are receiving positive feedback which is encouraging for staff. They
are continuing to tweak and adjust their programs based on parent, fellow staff and most importantly student feedback. Our learning support officers are enjoying being able to implement their
individual programs with their students during the day.
As I mentioned on Monday, if the task is scheduled to take half an
hour and your child has worked diligently for that half an hour but
has not fully completed the task, stop them. We are expecting the
children to be studying for three and a half hours a day and no
more. Let the teachers know that your child applied themselves
but didn’t get to complete the task, this is very rich feedback. I am
able to see what the children are producing and it is to a very high
level and the children need to be congratulated for this.
Please ensure they are having breaks from extended screen time
and getting some exercise.

Everybody involved in the school community are doing an amazing job!

CHANGES TO REMOTE LEARNING
Following our leadership meeting we have decided on some changes in
regards to remote learning and teacher access.
Please refer to the letter that I sent home via Compass this afternoon.

CHANGE OF SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY

The scheduled school closure day for Monday, 11th May, has been
cancelled. It is most likely that we will schedule a day later in the
term, after we receive more clarification on how we need to report our
students’ progress by the end of the term.
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ENROLMENTS FOR 2021
We are still accepting Prep enrolments for 2021. If you have a sibling
due to start Prep in 2021 enrolment forms are available from Carly and
Francine in the school office.
Due to current circumstances please mail your child’s enrolment application, along with required certificates, to the school or if you are able
to email it to:

office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
Likewise, if you know of any families wishing to enrol their child at St
Thomas but haven’t as yet collected an information pack or enrolment
form, please let them know to ring/email the school office and an information pack will be mailed out to them.

Prospective families are invited to phone the office if they would like a
video conference with one of our school leaders to find out more about
what St Thomas has to offer. Our school website has a great video
showing our facilities and there is also some other information regarding curriculum, student wellbeing and extra curricular programs offered at St Thomas. We are holding an Enrolment Information Night
on Wednesday, 20th May 2020 via Zoom conference. Further information will follow with instructions on registering for this event.

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time
please feel free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation.
All discussions with myself will in a confidential manner.

SUSPENSION OF SCHOOL CROSSING PROGRAM
We have been advised by the Nillumbik Council that they are suspending the School Crossing Program , effective from Wednesday, 22nd
April through to Monday, 11th May 2020.
The suspension of the program will be reviewed prior to 11th May, and
may be extended beyond this date depending on advice from the State
Government.
We will forward on any updates as we receive them.

David Delaney
Principal
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LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Tess Dwyer - Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and Religious Education)

Celebrating our Achievements
This week we received some great feedback from Catholic Education Melbourne in relation to our
innovation in teaching languages. I would like to congratulate Signora Cardillo whose work in
teaching Italian remotely was recognised by the Languages Coach as wonderful work for our school
community. Sandra has been asked to share her game and video with the Languages Network in
their upcoming webinar. We are very proud of Sandra and our students learning in Italian. They
are learning specific vocabulary and gestures to support them to remember the vocabulary. Sandra
is very pleased with the improvements she has seen throughout the year so far. Keep up the great
work Sandra!

Religious Education
We currently have a school licence for the To Know, Worship and Love (KWL) student texts. Historically teachers have used this resource to plan for their teaching of Religious Education at St
Thomas’ in conjunction with other rich resources. KWL texts are easily accessible through an internet browser (at school we use Google Chrome) or through the KWL iOS app in the App Store
(Apple). It is not available as an Android app. Android users will need to access the texts through
an internet browser using this URL - https://app.kwl.com.au/index.html
The KWL texts are directly linked with the Religious Education Curriculum Framework in all
five content areas -

Year Level
Prep

Username

Password

prep@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

prep1

Year 1

grade1@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

grade1

Year 2

grade2@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

grade2

Years 3 to 6

Select ‘Sign in with Google’
Students then need to grant access to their individual
school Google Account
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Sacramental Program 2020
This week the Parish Faith Development Team met and have decided to work towards holding
both sacraments in Term 4 if possible this year. The dates are yet to be finalised however we are
hoping to have all First Eucharist and Reconciliation Celebrations in Term 4 at St Thomas’
Church. We will keep you informed of any further updates as they come to light.
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Interesting Data from Class Dojo
Each week I receive a summary from Class Dojo which shows how hard our teachers and students
are working. This tool is used mainly with students from Prep to Year 2. Our students in Years 3
to 6 are using Google applications to share their work with teachers. Therefore the data shown
below particularly relates to our junior school teachers.
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MOVING OUR GALLIPOLI OAK TREE
Our Gallipoli Oak tree, which was planted in commemoration of the ANZAC Centenary in 2018 in
front of the Mumford Wing, was moved to an area near our flag pole last week. Thank you to Alex
W (3/4AP) and Mr Delaney who assisted Mr McKenzie with this task. Our Oak tree was moved due
to the renovations that will begin shortly on the Mumford Wing.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

MISSING YOUR TEACHER?
Missing your teacher while learning at home? You’re not alone, they are
missing you too.
Did you know you can easily surprise them!
Create a short video message or send a picture of a a card for your teacher and it may appear on social pages.
Showing people we are thinking of them and missing them can be rewarding for both people. It can
help you feel really good, as well as whoever you are sending your kind words and thoughts to.
Let’s connect by spreading some virtual happiness around.
All videos and pictures can be sent straight to Carly at cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
Parents please note not to include your child’s surname as videos/cards will be published on our social pages.

ANZAC DAY 2020 — 2AG
Part of the studies the students at St Thomas the Apostle have been working on recently related to
ANZAC Day. Each level required students to work on various tasks whether it be an art piece,
writing a poem, writing a prayer or even baking ANZAC biscuits. On the next few pages are
samples of their work.
Below are two poems written by students in 2AG. Well done Michael C and Aaron G.

By Michael C, 2AG

By Aaron G, 2AG
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ANZAC DAY — 1FL
Amazing work was completed this week by the students in 1FL. Below are some wonderful examples
of their creative work in regards to how ANZAC Day is remembered.

Aaron B 1FL made medals
Jaxon T 1FL made an ANZAC wreath

Alyssa V 1FL - ANZAC soldier
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YEAR 3/4RS

-

Religion

by Harley B.

Dear God,

I pray that I will always be grateful for all the
soldiers that died for us in the war.

by Eliza McG.

God, give us the strength in our hearts and our
minds to work together for peace and love.

Thank You God for our freedom and for those
people who were brave for us.
We will remember them.
Amen

By Adam F.

By Coco B.
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YEAR 3/4KK -

Religion

Charlize C

Mia C

Alessia L

Bailey B
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BAKING ANZAC BISCUITS WITH 3/4KK
Marco P & Max E were busy practicing their cooking skills at
home.

By Dane K
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ANZAC PRAYERS — 3/4AP

Cooking—5/6LC
Miya C (5/6LC) appears to be enjoying her cooking session baking
banana bread. Cooking is a great activity to practise reading a
procedure, using measurements and getting to enjoy the end
product! Who doesn’t love banana bread?
Well done Miya!
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Premier’s Reading Challenge News
St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2020. The Premier’s letter to all students and parents
is below.

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2020. So fat our students have read 103 books! Being in isolation is a perfect time to relax with a
book and have time away from the computer!
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc



Click on - Register and log on



Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application



Click onto - VPRC login



Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
As it may be difficult to access the library at the moment you can use books you have at home or
the following online resources which we have available for free at the moment:
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1. Home reading at myON (a free service until the end of May)
https://www.myon.com/school/australiainternationalbooksdemo
Year 1 and 2
Username: stthomas12
Password: books

Year 3 and 4
Username: stthomas34
Password: books

Year 5 and 6
Username: stthomas56
Password: books

2. Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/

3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrom
e&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Congratulations to the students who have already taken up the challenge! Last year we had 75
students participating in the challenge. I hope we can beat that number this year!
Prep

Year 1/2

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

Savannah H
Amy M

Alyssa V
Jack A
Sophie C
Aiden V
Taylah M
Harper S

Dylan C
Jackson H
Ruby S

Liam
Ruby F

Favourite Books Read So Far!
Author

Title

Year

Aaron Blabey

The Bad Guys

4

Anh Do

WeirDo

2

Drew Daywalt

The Day The Crayons Quit

P

Dawn Machell

Five Little Teddy Bears Splashing In The Bath

P

JK Rowling

Harry Potter & The Deathly Hallows

5

Jack Thorne

Harry Potter And The Cursed Child, Parts I & II

5

JK Rowling

Harry Potter & The Order Of The Phoenix

5

Dr. Suess

Fox In Socks

2

Dr Suess

Green Eggs And Ham

2

Aaron Blabey

Thelma The Unicorn

1

Roger Hargreaves

Mr. Brave

1

Dr Suess

The Cat In The Hat Comes Back

1

Trace Moroney

When I'm Feeling Happy

1
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PRINCIPAL AWARD
PJH

Lily I & Ethan V & Mia F

PLS

Vienna O

1FL

Ava B

3/4KK

Eloise B & Aiden H

3/4MP

Jackson H & Dylan C

3/4RS

Benjamin K, Lucas D’A & Declan C

5/6BR

Hayden D & Nathan L

5/6LC

Alice G, Elly W, Miya C, Cohen M & Ava C

5/6TB

Hayley F

GOLD AWARD
Emily T & Jack L (3/4MP)

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating

their birthday this week:
27th April - 3rd May
Kai K, Lucas D’A, Billy G, Olivia V & Gemma R
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