
 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

 

251 Diamond Creek Road 

Greensborough North, 3088 

Telephone:   9434 4565 

                                     

No 12 

7th May, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

As we get into the back end of our fourth week of remote learning we continue to evolve. The staff 

and children are developing good routines and the work produced is still to a very high standard. I’m 

sure parents are reacquainting yourselves with adverbs, multiplication and how to use a                  

protractor. The staff are continuing to put in huge efforts to produce the work for the children,                   

explained in the simplest way possible. It is definitely easier having the children at school. As the 

term progresses some families will begin to find it hard to engage their children in the remote learn-

ing and will be tempted to approach the school to have their children attend. I fully get this,       

however we are still mandated to only allow children of essential workers to be on the premises       

unless there are exceptional circumstances. These families must have dialogue with their children’s 

teachers to discuss strategies to motivate their children.  We may get more clarity about a possible 

return to school for the children in the next few days.  

MOTHER’S DAY 

On Sunday we celebrate Mother’s Day. The SCA has organised a 

Mother’s Day raffle which will be drawn tomorrow afternoon. They 

have entered the name of every mother in the school in the raffle 

draw. This is a very generous offer from the SCA. Prior to remote 

schooling they had sourced sponsors for our annual Mother’s 

Breakfast which we have had to cancel this year. We will                   

announce the winners via Compass tomorrow.  I know that this 

Mother’s Day will be a very different sort of celebration but hope-

fully families can still catch up via Zoom and share the love on the 

day. 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS 

We had scheduled the first day of this term as a school closure day to work on our School Review 

documentation. This day didn’t happen as we feverishly prepared for our remote learning program. 

We were informed on Tuesday that our School Review is still scheduled for the first few weeks of 

Term Three. The school is entitled by the Catholic Education Office to have a school closure day to 

prepare the documentation for this review.  

Consequently we have decided that we will close the school on Tuesday, 26th May for this purpose. 

We are calling this day a Family Wellbeing Day. At the Parish Education Board meeting last 

Tuesday night we acknowledged that all families are severely under the pump with the remote 

learning and a day without formal school activities would be greatly appreciated. Interestingly,           

Loyola College are doing this every two and a half weeks. 
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We have also scheduled an additional school closure day for Tuesday, 19th May for the staff to 

write their school reports. This is the gazetted day that was scheduled for Monday, 11th May that we 

have changed, as you have been previously notified. 

OSHClub will be open on these two days for the children of essential workers who are required to 

come to school. Please contact Jessica at OSHC on 0402 762 562 to book your child in. 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 

We are still accepting Prep enrolments for 2021.  If you have a sibling due 

to start Prep in 2021 enrolment forms are available from Carly and Fran-

cine in the school office.  

Due to current circumstances please mail your child’s enrolment applica-

tion, along with required certificates, to the school or if you are able to 

email it to:                                                                                                         

office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES 

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2 

School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 1st May. If you would like a copy 

of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following: 

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel 

free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation.  All discussions 

with myself will in a confidential manner. 

 

Likewise, if you know of any families wishing to enrol their child at St Thomas but haven’t as yet 

collected an information pack or enrolment form, please let them know to ring/email the school of-

fice and an information pack will be mailed out to them. 

Prospective families are invited to phone the office if they would like a video conference with one          

of our school leaders to find out more about what St Thomas has to offer. Our school website has a 

great video showing our facilities and there is also some other information regarding curriculum, 

student wellbeing and extra curricular programs  offered at St Thomas.  

We will be conducting a remote Enrolment Information Evening for prospective parents on 

Wednesday, 20th May at 7.00pm. Invitations and bookings are available on our website. Further 

information will follow with instructions on registering for this event.  

David Delaney 

Principal 
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LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE 

Mrs Tess Dwyer - Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and RE) 

Look how hard the students, parents and teachers are working at St Thomas the Apostle. In the 

last 7 days of remote and flexible learning, there have been . . . 

Semester 1 Reports 

Teachers have commenced writing students reports for Semester 1. These will 

look different to normal because of the change to remote learning for Term 2. 

Parents of students who are working from home now have a thorough insight 

into their child’s learning, however some of the learning they are engaged in 

this term cannot be formally assessed. Therefore teachers will be assessing atti-

tude to learning remotely and skills demonstrated remotely rather than specif-

ics in each content area for Term 2. 

Learning completed in Term 1 will be assessed against the Victorian Curricu-

lum Standards which are written in student reports as learning intentions and presented as either 

a checklist (English, Maths and Specialists) or in dot point format (Religious Education and Inquiry 

Learning) 

Students' reports will be distributed via Compass on Friday 26th June. I am currently also import-

ing the students previous reports into Compass. These will also be available to parents over the 

next few weeks.  
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The Importance of Oral Language for Literacy Success 

Oral language lays the foundation for the reading and writing skills children will develop as they 

enter and progress through school. They will use oral language in all aspects of their education, in 

the classroom as they connect with their peers and teachers, and throughout their lives as they 

grow into adulthood. Having a solid foundation in oral language will help children become success-

ful readers and strong communicators as well as build their confidence and overall sense of             

well-being. 

Stephen Covey, an educator and author, states that we should, “Begin with the end in 

mind” (Covey, 1990). If we want to give our children the best chance to graduate high school and 

become successful contributors to society, we must start as early as possible in their young lives. 

We must give them a solid foundation in oral language to build upon. I believe that remote learn-

ing provides us with a great opportunity to develop our children’s oral language.  

 

Teaching Sprints 

Last term our teachers started planning for their first teaching sprints for 2020 with a focus on  

improving their teaching and supporting students to learn how to become critical thinkers and 

problem solvers. This is a continuation of the work we commenced with great success in the Year 3 

and 4 level last year. 

I’m sure you would agree with me that our teachers have made massive changes to the way they 

teach this term. We are seeing some great improvements in student learning as a result with one 

classroom teacher noting today that some of her students have moved up five reading levels since 

the beginning of the year. What a wonderful achievement! 

To support our teachers continue to teach students the important skills of critical thinking and 

problem-solving, the Year 1 and 2 teachers will be working next week with our Eastern Region 

Maths Consultant, Emily Black. We look forward to continuing this work with Emily and stretch-

ing our learning even further. 

 

By Lucas D’A  (3/4RS) 

By Liza H (3/4MP) 
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REMOTE LEARNING  -   1FL 
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REMOTE LEARNING —  2CK 

By Josh C   

 Allegra P  

Olivia G  
James M  

Liam S  

Harper S  
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The Survival Bike Race  
by Annie T (3/4RS) 

 
“Oh no what is that crazy man doing”, someone shouted from the crowd. “Why is he looking down at the 
rocks, he is supposed to be looking forward so he doesn't hurt himself”. Do you know where he was? He 
is in the middle of nowhere! He could die! He must be feeling scared, he must be feeling impending doom 
and it is so hot out here he must be feeling warm. Everyone is looking at him and they can see the trail of 
sweat dripping off his face and body. “I bet he can smell the dust and the sweat dripping into his mouth 
and smell the taste of dry dust. Luckily there is lots of fresh air to breathe in.” 
All the bike rider can hear is people cheering for him, the birds chirping, his breath panting and the wheels 
of his bike skidding. When he went past me I touched him and felt his sweaty palms and his hard helmet. 

REMOTE LEARNING  -  3/4RS  

The Bike Race  
by Benjamin K (3/4RS) 

 
I was about to go. I was scared and nervous, then I was off. The wind was blowing on my face and I could 
feel every bumpy rock. I heard the crowd cheering for me. I held on tight to my handlebars and I was get-
ting closer to my first flip. I was getting excited. I was at the flip.  Yes, I did it. I was very happy with my-
self. Ok back to riding. I was getting closer to the big flip over the canyon. I started to breathe faster and 
faster. I felt like I was going to faint. I rode faster up the ramp and I flipped over the canyon. I was wobbly 
when I landed but then I was back on track. I could see the finish line and then I was there.    

The Ski Race  
by Layla T (3/4RS) 

 
I see myself at the top of such a steep mountain, my friends and family are cheering me on at the bot-
tom.  I take a deep breath, close my eyes and go. I am gripping my ski handles so tight in case I fall. I feel 
itchy everywhere my tight jacket hurts my neck. I hear the crowd cheering, l almost start crying. My heart 
is beating out of my chest, I am skiing so fast that the cold snow flicks up into my mouth and my hair is 
swirling around and flies in there too. The air is so cold against my face but I keep going. The snow 
crunches under my skis, I'm feeling so proud of myself. I'm still scared and anxious but the finish line is 
there, I see the flags, I'm getting closer. I'm so happy I can taste victory.  

The 72 Foot Canyon  
by Declan C (3/4RS) 

 
I hear my friend counting down “3, 2, 1, go!”. I start to pedal - thump! As I go over a rock everyone cheers 
me on. I get ready to go down the canyon.  I'm starting to sweat. I'm breathing very hard. I grip onto the 
handlebar very tight. My lips are very dry from the wind. I smell tons of dirt and it's getting in my eyes.  All I 
can hear is the crowd roar. I think, Oh 3,2,1 flip, as I go over the 72 ft canyon “Oof” as I land on the 
ground. Everyone is cheering me on as I go to the finish line. 
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REMOTE LEARNING  -   5/6TB 

The Year 5/6 students used visualisation exercises to encourage creative thinking and expression. 

They listened to and watched a short video clip about a safe and peaceful place. They were then 

asked to bring their idea of their own 'special place' to life any way they wanted to.  

By Jim G (5/6TB) 

By Ruby F  (5/6TB) 

By Charles P (5/6TB) 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

Ivan in his new enclosure  

By Jack L (3/4MP) 

REMOTE LEARNING  -   3/4RS & 3/4MP 

Measurement City 

Ben K (3/4RS) 
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.   

Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and 

class to receive your new details. 

Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK 

 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details  

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 

  

 Click on - Register and log on 

 Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application 

 Click onto -  VPRC login 

 

 Put in username and password 

 

 

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:                               

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx 

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library of bookstore may not be possible. 

Here are some tips for students to help them read more: 

Premier’s Reading Challenge News 

 
 

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 

2020. So far our students have read 146 books so far! Being in isolation is a perfect time to relax 

with a book and have time away from the computer! 

 

Re-read favourite books from your home collection. 

 

Borrow eBooks from your local library.                                                                                      

Libby is a free app  (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow 

ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or 

       mobile data, or download them for offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to  

       get started is a library card. 

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm
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For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of chil-

dren's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish. 

 

Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing    

Online Read Alouds and Activities. 

 

Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space. 

Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online. 

Listen to a David Walliams audio book. 

Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's  

Digital Li  brary or ManyBook.net. 

Home reading at myON (a free service until the end of May) 

https://www.myon.com/school/australiainternationalbooksdemo 

 

Year 1 and 2 
Username: stthomas12   
Password: books 

Year 3 and 4 
Username: stthomas34 
Password: books 

Year 5 and 6  
Username: stthomas56 
Password: books 

 Storyline online  

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

   

Youtube kids read alouds 

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%

27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-      

GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&

ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on 

Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope all students have fun ex-

ploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes 

Congratulations to the students who have already taken up the challenge! Last year we had 75 stu-

dents participating in the challenge.  I hope we can beat that number this year! 

  

 

Prep Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Savannah H 

Amy M 

Alyssa V 

Jack A 

Harper B 

Sophie C 

Aiden V 

Taylah M 

Harper S 

James B 

Dylan C 

Jackson H 

Ruby S 

Liam V 

Ruby F 

https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b3188c43&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b3188c43&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=d7349db7&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b90f1fbe&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=0b4299a4&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=65791bad&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=65791bad&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=6fd99591&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://www.myon.com/school/australiainternationalbooksdemo
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on


 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

Favourite Books Read This Week! 

 

Author Title Year level 

Hunter, Erin Forest of secrets 5 

Blabey, Aaron The bad guys 4 

Pilkey, Dav 

Captain Underpants and the invasion of the incredibly naughty cafeteria ladies from 

outer space 2 

Do, Anh WeirDo 2 

Fox, Mem Where is the green sheep? 1 

Daywalt, Drew The day the crayons quit P 

Machell, Dawn Five little teddy bears splashing in the bath P 

Rowling, J.K Harry Potter & the Deathly Hallows 5 

Thorne, Jack Harry Potter and the cursed child, Parts I & II 5 

Rowling, J.K Harry Potter & the Order of the Phoenix 5 

Rowling, J.K Harry Potter & the half-blood prince 5 

Seuss, Dr Fox in socks 2 

Seuss, Dr Green eggs and ham 2 

Blabey, Aaron Thelma the unicorn 1 

Hargreaves, Roger Mr. Brave 1 

Seuss, Dr The cat in the hat comes back 1 

Moroney, Trace When I'm feeling happy 1 
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PRINCIPAL AWARD 

    PJH  Alessia B, Charlie O’H & Maximus  

    PLS  Alana C 

    1FL  Alyssa V & Oliver P 

    2KK  Jordi C 

    3/4MP Addison H & Max A 

    5/6LC Hirusha F, Isabel D, Tessa H, Isaac Z & Alexandra P 

    5/6RD Paige T, Mia M, Mila M, Bradley B, Alannah H 

    5/6TB Campbell C 

 

GOLD AWARD 

                    Marc O (3/4MP) 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating                                               

their birthday this week:  

4th May -  10th May 

Ava B, William B, Jessica C, Allegra P, Milana L, Thomas P, & Adam S 


