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Dear Families,
The children and families are continuing to do a sensational job with remote learning. The staff are
still working extremely hard to provide the best possible program for your children under these trying circumstances. I’ll say it again, the staff’s dedication to your children is simply outstanding and
they need to be congratulated for it.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
The Premier’s announcement on Tuesday finally gives us clarity on the return to school process. We
are all looking forward to the children returning to school over the next month.
Here is an outline of how we will return to school:


Monday, 25th May 2020 is a school closure day for all pupils.



Phase 1: Tuesday, 26th May 2020 - All students in Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 will return to
normal face to face classes; all other classes remain at home as remote delivery continues.



Phase 2: Tuesday, 9th June 2020 - Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 to return to school and
face to face classes. Once a year level has returned, all students will be at school as normal. If
families choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site
schooling, we cannot maintain remote / online learning.

Parents of children in Years 3-6 who have younger siblings in Years P-2 will not be allowed to send
the older children to school at the same time as the Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 resume. I fully understand what an inconvenience this will be for a number of families but it is a government decision to
deliberately stagger the children’s return to school.
School will remain open with supervision of children of essential workers or children who are
deemed to be vulnerable. These children will continue to follow the remote learning program
established by their teachers.

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS
As mentioned previously, the school will be closed next Tuesday,
19th May, for staff to work on our school review documentation.
School will now be closed Monday, 25th May, as the State Government
have mandated this to be a preparation day ahead of the children’s
return.
The planned closure day Tuesday, 26 th May has been cancelled as
students will now be returning to school.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE WINNER
I hope all our mums at St Thomas the Apostle and special carers in our school community had a
wonderful Mother’s Day last Sunday and were showered with love. I’m sure Marco, Anthony and
Amelia’s Mum did if this menu is anything to go by! Not to mention Claudia and Kiara’s lucky mum
and that delicious looking cake!

Congratulations to our lucky mums who won prizes in the Mother’s Day Raffle which was drawn on
Friday. Our thanks again to the SCA for the amazing prizes.

1st Prize—Heather C
2nd Prize - Erin K
3rd Prize—Kara V
4th Prize—Vivian B

WINTER UNIFORM
A reminder to families that when students return to school they are to wear their winter school
uniform. This reminder will give parents plenty of time to check that uniform items still fit and if
not, purchase uniform items from Academy Uniforms in Thomastown. Orders can be placed on line,
paid for and delivered to St Thomas the Apostle School.
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ENROLMENTS FOR 2021
We are still accepting Prep enrolments for 2021. If you have a sibling due
to start Prep in 2021 enrolment forms are available from Carly and Francine in the school office.
Due to current circumstances please mail your child’s enrolment application, along with required certificates, to the school or if you are able to
email it to:

office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
Likewise, if you know of any families wishing to enrol their child at St Thomas but haven’t as yet
collected an information pack or enrolment form, please let them know to ring/email the school office and an information pack will be mailed out to them.
Prospective families are invited to phone the office if they would like a video conference with one
of our school leaders to find out more about what St Thomas has to offer. Our school website has a
great video showing our facilities and there is also some other information regarding curriculum,
student wellbeing and extra curricular programs offered at St Thomas.
We will be conducting a remote Enrolment Information Evening for prospective parents on
Wednesday, 20th May at 7.00pm. The link is available on our website to make a booking to join
this meeting. Further information will follow with instructions on registering for this event.

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 1st May. If you would like a copy
of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:
sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel
free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions
with myself will in a confidential manner.

A reminder to essential services parents when dropping of and collecting children for on
site learning to please adhere to the following:


Practice social distancing at all times



Drop off/ collect your children from front door — do not enter the foyer



Parents are permitted to enter foyer only when required to complete a COVIC
Declaration Form for your child/children



Exit the school immediately after dropping off or collecting children—do not linger
and chat with other parents

David Delaney
Principal
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NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA ON SCHOOL
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITY (NCCD)
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers
Re: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on
School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These
relate to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability
Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:


year of schooling



category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional



level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching
practice, supplementary, substantial or extensive.

This information assists schools to:


formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability
in schools



consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools



develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve
educational outcomes for students with disability.

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more
broadly for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any
testing process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no
individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is
ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and
disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the
Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au).
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.
Kind regards
Peter Sist
Deputy Principal - Learning Diversity Leader
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LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Mrs Tess Dwyer - Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and RE)
Congratulations to Isabelle Brugliera, a past St Thomas the Apostle
student (Class of 2013), who received an award at this Year’s VCE
Awards. See below article for more details.

NEW ITALIAN LANGUAGE AWARD
As a part of the new changes to the Italian Program at St Thomas this year, we have introduced a
new award. This certificate is for one student in every class to be given out at the end of each term.
The student who receives this award has really tried to use the target in each Italian lesson as
much as possible. This is not easy! It requires courage, determination and problem solving skills.
The Term 1 Italian Language Award recipients will receive their certificates when they return to
school.
Congratulations to the students listed below who have received this award for Term 1:

PJH
PLS
1FL
1JP
2AG
2DH
2CK 3/4AP
3/4MP
3/4KK
3/4RS
5/6LC
5/6MW
5/6TB
5/6RD
5/6AP

Leonardo Torzillo
Gabriella Tassone
James Bellis
Oliver Bishop, Rebecca Philipson
Imogen Morris
Adele Alvaro
Alexandra Van Dinter
Alexander Walker
Willow Hume
Boston Gist
Aurelia Pugliese
Jacob Greco
Indianna Hoey, Max Hume
Angelina Pugliese, Valentino Tassone
Alessia Ferrantino
Harrison Gagovski
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REMOTE LEARNING—1FL
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REMOTE LEARNING - 2AG

Eden D created a booklet all about
plants her Inquiry project

Darcy W created this Mars poster for his
self selected Inquiry project.

Alessio D’A found different items that belong
in the different bins.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

REMOTE LEARNING _ 2CK
The students in 2CK have been working hard on their Inquiry topic — Learning About Recyclable
Packaging. Olivia C found a creative and colourful way to learn her spelling words!
Kalista K

Amelia A

Olivia G

Selena K
, Olivia G

Olivia C
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REMOTE LEARNING—3/4MP

Kalina K

Addison H

My Mum Poem
My mum is loving
Thoughtful and ready to help
I love my Mummy
For everything
She is like a superhero
She cleans and cooks
I love Mum with all my heart

Love Ruby

Ruby R
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REMOTE LEARNING— 3/4MP & 3/4KK
This week the students in 3/4MP studied animal life cycles
and recorded the information they discovered.

REMOTE LEARNING — 3/4KK

Alessia L

Mia C
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REMOTE LEARNING — 3/4RS
The students in 3/4RS have been working hard during their remote learning classes and have produced some amazing work. For the task below the students had to write about “ being alone makes
me scared”.
I was in time out for the tenth time! I was breathing really heavily, my eyes were filled with tears. I
was crying really loudly so they heard me but they didn't. Dad and Alessia were downstairs playing
loud music and mum was hanging out the washing. So I crawled quietly into the living room and
watched TV. I put the volume down all the way so they wouldn't hear me or the TV when they came
back. I tiptoed to the fridge to get an apple pie. I shuffled my feet to my room, my tears had stopped
and I was doing my work so I could come out of my room.
Natalie B

BAM the door slams shut and once again I was alone and it was my fault this time. I was cracking
my fingers and the awful feeling made me have butterflies in my stomach. The reason why I was
down in the basement once again was because I had to find something for my mum called a twist
hook. I have no clue what it is but I couldn't find it. All of a sudden there was a noise coming from
somewhere but I didn't know where it was like GRRRRRRRRAAAAAAARRRR. I ran back up the
stairs and hid in my room with Joey the
dog.

Ava P

REMOTE LEARNING — 5/6TB
This week, the students looked at the many different ways light and shadow can be used in everyday
life. They were asked to be creative with light and shadow to create an image.
Noah C

Hugo T

Lucy F

Michael B
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Premier’s Reading Challenge News

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2020. So far our students have read 146 books so far! Being in isolation is a perfect time to relax
with a book and have time away from the computer!
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc



Click on - Register and log on



Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application



Click onto - VPRC login



Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library of bookstore may not be possible.
Here are some tips for students to help them read more:
Re-read favourite books from your home collection.
Borrow eBooks from your local library.
Libby is a free app (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow
ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or
mobile data, or download them for offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to
get started is a library card.
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For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing
Online Read Alouds and Activities.
Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.
Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.
Listen to a David Walliams audio book.
Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's
Digital Li brary or ManyBook.net.
Home reading at myON (a free service until the end of May)

https://www.myon.com/school/australiainternationalbooksdemo
Year 1 and 2
Username: stthomas12
Password: books

Year 3 and 4
Username: stthomas34
Password: books

Year 5 and 6
Username: stthomas56
Password: books

Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%
27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&
ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope all students have fun exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes
Congratulations to the students who have already taken up the challenge! Last year we had 75 students participating in the challenge. I hope we can beat that number this year!
Prep

Year 1/2

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

Savannah H
Amy M

Alyssa V
Jack A
Harper B
Sophie C
Aiden V
Taylah M
Harper S
James B
Harry W

Dylan C
Jackson H
Ruby S
Max M

Liam V
Ruby F
Sienna W

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

Favourite Books Read This Week!
Author

Title

Mem Fox

Ducks Away!

Kel Richards

The Lamington Man

Mem Fox

Possum Magic

Alison Lester

Noni the Pony

Erin Hunter

Forest of Secrets

Dr Suess

The Cat in the Hat

Jane O’Connor

Pajama Day

Eric Hill

Spot Can Count

Rod Campbell

Dear Zoo
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PRINCIPAL AWARD
PJH

Olive M. Eduardo N & Lara V

PLS

Milla C

2CK

Kalista K

3/4RS

Coco B, Natalie B & Sian N

5/6BR

Justine W, Shanae I, Connor V & Hayden D

5/6LC

Mia L & Jacob G

5/6TB

Hugo B

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating
their birthday this week:
11th May - 17th May
Noah C, Saran McC, Daniel V, Luci C, Cohen M,
Jessica G, Ethan N
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