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Dear Families,
Not long to go now before the children return. We are genuinely excited to
returning back to normal. The staff can’t wait to see the children in the flesh
and I know that the children can’t wait to socialise with their friends. Some children may feel anxious about returning and leaving the comfort of their homes.
Reassure them that we will make the transition back to school as smooth and as
stress free as possible.

ENROLMENTS FOR 2021
We held a very successful remote Enrolment Information Evening for prospective parents last night.
We had many new families in attendance as well as current families which is always great to see.
I’d like to thank current parents Tim Holland and Emma Torzillo, who spoke about why they chose
St Thomas the Apostle for their children’s education and of the many ways parents and students can
become involved in the school community. Thanks also to our student leaders, Max B, Jacob G and
Maddie B who spoke about what they loved about their school.
Prep Interviews will be held in the first two weeks in August. Current families are
asked to contact the school office to book an appointment time.

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY - MONDAY, 25TH MAY
The school will be closed to students on Monday, 25tth May, as per Victorian Government requirement.
OHSClub now will be open to any parents who require their children to be
supervised on this day. OSHClub bookings can be made on 0402 762 562.

WINTER UNIFORM
A reminder to parents that all students are to wear their winter uniform on their return to school.
A mix of the old uniform and the new is not permitted. Students are to be wearing either all the new
green winter uniform pieces or all the old brown uniform winter pieces. Hats are not required in
Term 3 however all students must have their own individual water bottles as the drink fountains
will not be used in the indefinite future.

PTO FOR PREP - YR 2 RETURN TO SCHOOL - ACCESS PROCEDURE UPDATE
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
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FULL PAGE MAP ON LAST PAGE OF NEWSLETTER
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
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ESSENTIAL SERVICE WORKERS STUDENTS
The school will continue to support the children of essential service workers at school over the two
week period before the Years 3 - Year 6 students return. You will need to register them with the
office staff by emailing office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au or phoning on 9434 4564 as
mentioned in the Compass note which was sent out on Monday.
These students will now need to be wearing their winter school uniform
when attending on site.

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 1st May. If you would like a copy
of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:
sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel
free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions
with myself will in a confidential manner.

David Delaney
Principal

PARISH NEWS — LOYOLA APPLICATIONS
A note from Fr. Steve regarding Year 7 applications for Loyola College:
Dear Parents,
The last page of the Application for Loyola College has a section asking about the ways in which you
contribute to the life of the parish community. Please write in this section any ways in which you
support the parish. You are then required to have the parish priest sign this section. In the current
circumstances with the COVID-19 virus, the simplest way to achieve this is for you to leave your
completed form with the parish secretary, who will then make it available to me for signing. I will
do so when I visit the parish every few days and so you can collect the signed application a few days
later.
Take care of each other and keep safe.
Fr. Steven Rigo
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LEARNING ,TEACHING & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Pope Francis has invited Catholics everywhere to participate in Laudato Si’ Week, 16-24 May 2020.
This is an opportunity for coming together as a Catholic family to reflect, pray, and prepare for a
more just and sustainable tomorrow.
The Jesuits are offering an online retreat for Laudato Si’ Week
https://jesuit.org.au/laudato-si-week-walking-with-god-in-nature/

The Vatican News has released this video https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/popefrancis-laudato-si-week.html
and more events can be found on the official website https://laudatosiweek.org/activities/
Catholic EarthCare is also promoting a host of events to celebrate Laudato Si' Week https://
catholicearthcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Laudato-Si-Week-2020-Flyer.pdf

REFLECTIONS ON REMOTE LEARNING
As remote learning is coming to an end for now, the staff have been reflecting on their learning over
the past few weeks. It’s amazing how far we have come - staff, parents and students have all risen
to the challenge. There are some wonderful new initiatives that we have started - some of which we
will continue with even when students return to school onsite.
Staff at St Thomas’ are really excited about the staged return to school onsite and can’t wait to see
the students in person once again. I would like to commend our community’s handling of the evolving situation, with students keeping up a good work rate, and staff and families providing plenty of
support, including responding quickly to any tech issues that arose early on in the online learning
journey.
The feedback’s been very positive, even though there have been very challenging
circumstances. Families have been amazing, and our staff and students have done
a sensational job.
It would be great if families had a couple of minutes to fill out a survey so that we
can gather your feedback about what’s worked well and aspects of remote teaching
that you would like us to consider continuing. Here’s the link to the survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7MFK6TW or scan the QR code below with your
smartphone camera.

Staff will be using Monday, 25th May to plan and organise themselves for returning to onsite teaching. They will be reflecting on your feedback on that day. Congratulations to everyone for all of your
magnificent efforts. We look forward to seeing the Prep to Year 2 students on Tuesday, 26 th May and
the Year 3 to Year 6 students on Tuesday, 9th June.
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SEMESTER 1 REPORTS
Considering the change from remote learning to face-to-face learning this term, the school leadership
team in consultation with the staff have decided to delay the distribution of student reports for Semester 1 2020. The new date for distribution will be Friday 24th July. We will also provide
parents and students with an opportunity to meet with teachers to discuss goals on Wednesday 29th
July. We will let you know further details closer to the date.

Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal
Learning, Teaching and Religious Education

REMOTE LEARNING — PREP JH
The students in Prep JH have been very busy
this week. Sofia P worked very hard on her
writing piece recounting what she did on the
weekend. Daniel F investigated what living
things were living in his garden and discovered lots of worms and Evelyn S drew a
magnificent picture for her RE task entitled
‘Our Wonderful World’.
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"I was Batman fighting Lex Lu

REMOTE LEARNING - PREP LS
In Prep LS we are learning about living things. We have
grown seeds and reported on them every week for four weeks.
Now we are growing other things like carrot tops, avocado
seeds, onions and succulents. Someone is also growing vegetable seedlings.
We have also learnt about the letter ‘Dd’ through activities
like dress ups and dough making.

“I was Batman fighting Lex Luther”.
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REMOTE LEARNING – 2AG & 2DH

Emilie C (2AG) completed her Inquiry
activity on recycling.

For a Religion activity Eva C (2AG) drew her
special place where she likes to pray to God.

George S and William from 2DH having a yoga movement break at school
with the LSOs.
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REMOTE LEARNING — 3/4MP - FUN FRIDAY
Below is a screenshot of students in 3/4MP at their morning check in last week, celebrating the end
of another successful week of remote learning with either crazy hair, hat, mask or costume for Fun
Friday.

REMOTE LEARNING - 1FL
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Premier’s Reading Challenge News

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2020. So far our students have read 248 books! There are 106 days left before the Challenge finishes on 4th September. Being in isolation is a perfect time to relax with a book and have time
away from the computer!
Congratulations to Amy M (Prep JH) who has already completed the Reading Challenge.
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc



Click on - Register and log on



Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application



Click onto - VPRC login



Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library of bookstore may not be possible.
Here are some tips for students to help them read more:

Re-read favourite books from your home collection.
Borrow eBooks from your local library.
Libby is a free app (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow
ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or
mobile data, or download them for offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to
get started is a library card.
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For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing
Online Read Alouds and Activities.
Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.
Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.
Listen to a David Walliams audio book.
Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's
Digital Li brary or ManyBook.net.
Home reading at myON (a free service until the end of May)

https://www.myon.com/school/australiainternationalbooksdemo
Year 1 and 2
Username: stthomas12
Password: books

Year 3 and 4
Username: stthomas34
Password: books

Year 5 and 6
Username: stthomas56
Password: books

Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%
27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&
ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope all students have fun exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes.
Congratulations to the students who have already taken up the challenge! Last year we had 75
students participating in the challenge. I hope we can beat that number this year!
Prep

Year 1/2

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

Savannah H
Amy M
Alessia B

Alyssa V
Jack A
Harper B
Sophie C
Aiden V
Taylah M
Harper S
James B
Harry W
Chelsea K

Dylan C
Jackson H
Ruby S
Max M
Natalie B

Liam V
Ruby F
Sienna W
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Favourite Books Read This Week!
Author

Title

Erin Hunter

Rising Storm

Dawn Machell

Five Little Teddy Bears Splashing in the Bath

Janet Ahlberg

Each Peach Pear Plum

Gene Zion

Harry the Dirty Dog

Anna Kemp

Dogs Don’t Do Ballet

P. Crumble

There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Star

Linley Dodd

Hairy Maclary’s Bone

Aaron Blabey

Superbad

Ah Do

WeirDo

Oliver Jeffers

Stuck

Roald Dahl

Rhyme Stew
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PRINCIPAL AWARD
PJH

Daniel G, Sofia P & Evelyn S

PLS

Declan V

1FL

Jaxon T & Leo M

2CK

Harper S

3/4KK

Clara A, Luca F & Courtney T

3/4MP

Michael

3/4RS

Natalie B, Cameron K & Thomas P

5/6BR

Daniel V & Thomas G

5/6LC

James G, Noah T & Celeste L

5/6MW

Carter C & Indianna H

5/6TB

Jasmine P

GOLD AWARD
Ruby R (3/4MP)

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating their birthday this week:
18th May - 25th May
Declan C, Tristan K, Jasmine H, Vivienne H, Charlette B,
Frankie D’A & Lucas R.
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