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Dear Families,
THEY’RE BACK!
It was brilliant to see the Prep - Year 2 students arriving back at school on Tuesday. After the thick
fog lifted, it was a glorious blue sky and sunshine welcoming the students back. At lunchtime they
ran and ran and ran with big smiles on their faces. There was a mixture of joy and some trepidation
on parents’ faces as they dropped their children off. We can’t wait until Tuesday, 9th June , when
the rest of our students will return to school.
I must compliment our families for the orderly drop off and adhering to our new procedures.
Thank you.

WINTER UNIFORM
Alannah and Jake, like all the students wearing the new green
winter uniform this week, look really smart. The new colour
scheme is refreshing and more modern.

Parents still have till the end of next year to transfer across from
the old brown uniform to the new green uniform. All students will
be in the new uniform by school commencement in January 2022.
There is no pressure on current families to purchase the new
uniform if your child’s brown uniform still fits. But please remember there is to be no wearing of items from both the brown and
green uniforms together. It is either all brown uniform items or all
green uniform items.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

HYGIENE
The school is taking additional measures to keep the school clean and
hygienic. We currently have a cleaner coming during the day to give the
children’s bathrooms an additional clean. We still have our nightly cleaners who vacuum, wash floors and wipe down bench tops, chairs, tables
and high touch surfaces. The classroom teachers are wiping down the
tables and chairs twice during the day. We also make the children sanitise their hands when leaving the classroom and when returning to the
classroom.

RETURNING OF TECHNOLOGY
When the students return to school they need to bring back any borrowed iPads or Chromebooks,
along with the chargers, and all their school work books. The teacher’s will check all Ipads and
Chromebooks off on their return.

RENOVATIONS
The school renovations, beginning with the Mumford Wing, are scheduled to
start mid-June. This means that when the Year 5 & Year 6 students return they
won’t be going back into the Mumford Wing classrooms. These classes have been
relocated to the two music rooms and the two portables at the back of the school.

PREP 2021 ENROLMENTS & INTERVIEWS
We are still accepting enrolments for Prep 2021. If you are aware of any families looking for a great
school to send their child to, please encourage them to look on our website and view the virtual tour
of the school. We have been contacting families directly to book appointments for their Prep
Interview with Fr Steve and myself. These will be held from Tuesday, 4th August to Friday,
14th August, excluding Mondays. Any families who have yet to make an appointment time are
asked to call the school office on 9434 4565.

SEMESTER 1 REPORTS
Considering the change from remote learning to face-to-face learning this
term, the school leadership team in consultation with the staff have decided to
delay the distribution of student reports for Semester 1 2020. The new date
for distribution will be Friday, 24th July.
We will also provide parents and students with an opportunity to meet with
teachers to discuss goals on Wednesday, 29th July. We will let you know
further details closer to the date.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

ESSENTIAL SERVICE WORKERS STUDENTS
The school will continue to support the children of essential service workers at school until the
Year 3 - Year 6 students return. You will need to register them with the office staff by emailing
office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au or phoning on 9434 4564.
These students will now need to be wearing their winter school uniform
when attending on site.

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 1st May. If you would like a copy
of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:
sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel
free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions
with myself will in a confidential manner.

David Delaney
Principal

PARISH NEWS — LOYOLA APPLICATIONS
A note from Fr. Steve regarding Year 7 applications for Loyola College:
Dear Parents,
The last page of the Application for Loyola College has a section asking about the ways in which you
contribute to the life of the parish community. Please write in this section any ways in which you
support the parish. You are then required to have the parish priest sign this section. In the current
circumstances with the COVID-19 virus, the simplest way to achieve this is for you to leave your
completed form with the parish secretary, who will then make it available to me for signing. I will
do so when I visit the parish every few days and so you can collect the signed application a few days
later.
Take care of each other and keep safe.
Fr. Steven Rigo
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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2020 THEME
In 2020 Reconciliation Australia marks twenty years of shaping Australia’s journey towards
a more just, equitable and reconciled nation.
Much has happened since the early days of the people’s movement for reconciliation, including
greater acknowledgement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights to land and sea; understanding of the impact of government policies and frontier conflicts; and an embracing of stories of
Indigenous success and contribution.
2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation walks of 2000, when people came
together to walk on bridges and roads across the nation and show their support for a more reconciled Australia.
As always, we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us, and Australians now benefit
from the efforts and contributions of people committed to reconciliation in the past.

Today we work together to further that national journey towards a fully reconciled country.
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families, communities,
organisations and importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships
between the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples.
We strive towards a more just, equitable nation by championing unity and mutual respect as we
come together and connect with one another.
On this journey, Australians are all In This Together; every one of us has a role to play when it
comes to reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures.

CROSSING SUPERVISION RETURNING
With the recommencement of school on Tuesday and the need for staggered
start and finish times, the Nillumbik Council school crossing supervisors’
working times have been adjusted to help accommodate with student drop off
and pick up.
Please find below updated school crossing times:
Diamond Creek Road Lights
8:20am -9:20am & ·3pm – 4pm
Plenty River Drive
8:20am - 9:20am & 3.00pm – 4.00pm

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP OPEN FRIDAY, 29TH MAY
The Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open on Friday,
29th May, from 8:30am to 9.00am .

A reminder the shop is cash only and social distancing rules
apply.
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WANTED — NEW TREE STUMPS FOR BUSH SCHOOL
Unfortunately over the COVID-19 isolation period our fabulous tree stumps (pictured below) that
were moved into our Bush School space in Term 1 have ‘disappeared’. The tree stumps are great for
balancing, climbing and also make a great gathering space. I wonder if anyone would have access to
cut tree stumps that they could donate and deliver to us. It would be much appreciated.
Please ring the school office on 9434 4565 or email me at the following:
nkalnis@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
Mrs Nadia Kalnis
Gardening/Bush School Teacher

Today the students in Prep JH were so excited today
as they were able to attend Bush School again. There
was a hive of activity as they explored, created,
played, chatted, discovered, investigated and just
thoroughly enjoyed themselves in the beautiful sunshine.
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WELCOME BACK TO BUSH SCHOOL — PREP JH
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1FL WAS HAPPY TO BE BACK AT SCHOOL
Hunter 1FL – “I felt happy when people came over but I felt sad
because I couldn’t see my friends”.

Maximus 1FL – “I had to persevere because it is hard to take away the virus.
I felt sad because I missed my friends. I felt happy because I am now back at school”.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

THE LAST OF REMOTE LEARNING WORK FROM 2CK

James M

Lenny K

Kalista K

Logan C

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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Premier’s Reading Challenge News

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2020. So far our students have read 248 books! There are 106 days left before the Challenge finishes on 4th September. Being in isolation is a perfect time to relax with a book and have time
away from the computer!
Congratulations to Amy M (Prep JH) who has already completed the Reading Challenge.
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc



Click on - Register and log on



Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application



Click onto - VPRC login



Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library of bookstore may not be possible.
Here are some tips for students to help them read more:

Re-read favourite books from your home collection.
Borrow eBooks from your local library.
Libby is a free app (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow
ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or
mobile data, or download them for offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to
get started is a library card.
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For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing
Online Read Alouds and Activities.
Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.
Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.
Listen to a David Walliams audio book.
Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's
Digital Li brary or ManyBook.net.
Home reading at myON (a free service until the end of May)

https://www.myon.com/school/australiainternationalbooksdemo
Year 1 and 2
Username: stthomas12
Password: books

Year 3 and 4
Username: stthomas34
Password: books

Year 5 and 6
Username: stthomas56
Password: books

Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%
27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&
ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope all students have fun exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes.
Congratulations to the following students who have already taken up the challenge!
Prep

Year 1/2

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

Savannah H
Amy M
Alessia B

Alyssa V
Jack A
Harper B
Sophie C
Aiden V
Taylah M
Harper S
James B
Harry W
Chelsea K

Dylan C
Jackson H
Ruby S
Max M
Natalie B
Emily T

Liam V
Ruby F
Sienna W
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Favourite Books Read This Week!
Author

Title

Erin Hunter

Rising Storm

Dawn Machell

Five Little Teddy Bears Splashing in the Bath

Janet Ahlberg

Each Peach Pear Plum

Gene Zion

Harry the Dirty Dog

Anna Kemp

Dogs Don’t Do Ballet

P. Crumble

There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Star

Linley Dodd

Hairy Maclary’s Bone

Aaron Blabey

Superbad

Ah Do

WeirDo

Oliver Jeffers

Stuck

Roald Dahl

Rhyme Stew
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PRINCIPAL AWARD
PJH

Amy M

PLS

Anna S

1FL

Ruby M & Matthew J

1JP

Charlotte H, Harper B, Liam B & Oliver B

2AG

Aiden G

2CK

Marc P & Olivia G

2DH

Riley E, Alannah G

3/4AP

Oisin McC, Zac T, Alexia M & Zara M

3/4KK

Mia C & Alessia L

3/4RS

Eliza McG & Ameila G

5/6LC

Aarav L, James G & Celeste L

5/6MW Carter C & Olivia E

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating their birthday this week:
26th May - 31st May
Patrick I, Eliza McG, Hamish B, William, D, Selena K, George S & Hunter H.

UPRIGHT PIANO FOR SALE
We have our old upright piano for sale for $50.00. It is currently located in the Music Room.
Please call the school office on 9434 4565 if you are interested. Purchaser will need to arrange pick
up from the school.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
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