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Dear Families, 

 

A reminder to all families that if your child is unwell or has a runny           

nose  or cough to please keep them at home until they are symptom free. 

Please note parents will be telephoned to come and collect any student   

we feel is unwell and shouldn’t be in attendance. 

The children have settled back into school life very well. The staggered starts and finishes are also 

working great with cars being able to disperse before the second wave of students either arrive or 

depart. Thank you to the many parents who heeded my plea last week to cross the school carpark at 

the supervised crossings, however, some families are still using unsafe practices and crossing in the 

middle of the carpark. In the morning cars are not permitted to drive up the church driveway and 

turn into the gymnasium carpark. All cars using  the carpark in front of the gymnasium must enter 

from the administration side driveway. 

SCHOOL RESUMPTION 

The school has been working on a new Vision Statement to accurately reflect on our purpose for exist-

ing as a school. This was designed with input from staff, students and parents over the course of the 

last ten months. The new Vision Statement for the school is: 

Guided by the Spirit, we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners,                                 

who are inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

We need our actions to make this vision become alive in our school. 

SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT 

I know it is winter and coughs and colds are fairly prevalent at this time of the year. The children 

and families have a heightened awareness of children coughing, having a runny nose and sneezing in 

the classrooms. It can make some classmates quite anxious if this is happening around them. I know 

that it can cause difficulty keeping children displaying these symptoms at home however in this          

current climate, not only is the school asking you to keep them at home and get them tested if       

necessary but it is also a State Government request. If they do show these signs at school we will be           

contacting you to collect your child from school. 

SICK CHILDREN 
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Next Tuesday, 23rd June, we will be celebrating the Feast of            

St Thomas the Apostle. Mass will be celebrated by Fr Steven with 

the majority of students attending remotely in their classrooms. The 

Prep students and school leaders will be in attendance in the 

Church.  Fr Lenin has made a short video that he would like to share 

with the students during the service as well. The classes will com-

plete activities around the life of St Thomas throughout the day.    

We will have a whole school activity day to celebrate the life of            

St Thomas at a time later in the year when we can. 

Last year I was studying in Rome when St Thomas’ Feast Day      

occurred and at Mass that day our travelling priest Fr Casamento 

gave this homily which I really took on board and I’d like to share it 

with you: 

 

3rd July - St Thomas, Apostle  

Today we celebrate the feast of a remarkable saint: Thomas the Apostle.  

Now, most people think of him as the infamous one who doubted the fact that the risen Jesus was 

alive. Those who criticized him however had short term memory loss, as they were the ones who on 

many occasions before his death and resurrection were not always behind him a hundred percent. 

And who doubted and questioned a lot of the things he said and did: especially among them Peter, the 

soon to be head of the band of brother evangelists! St. Thomas was not only normal in his reactions to 

Jesus' life, death and resurrection, but he was able to ask just the right questions at the right time 

and make the right statements at the right time which lead us memorable events and sayings that 

"everyone knows about" and remembers even today – no matter how little else they might know or re-

member about scripture. Thomas, in fact, is the first of the Apostles who declared that he would give 

his life for Jesus. But actually, that lot fell to James, but the spunk and bravery of Thomas is what is 

to be remembered here. Thomas is the one to ask Jesus where he is going, when Jesus announced that 

he would be "going away – telling them that they know the way" to which Jesus replied:           

"Thomas, I am the way and the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father but through me!" And 

finally, when his doubts about the resurrection led him face to face with the Risen Jesus and he got to 

touch the wounds of Christ, he made that very memorable acclamation and prayer: MY LORD, AND 

MY GOD – being one of the only times in scripture where Jesus is actually referred to as God. After 

Pentecost – and the Apostles were sent into the whole world to unify it and bring it all home to God 

the Father – Thomas went to India – and after labouring there for many years he died a martyr's 

death – for the honour of his very best friend, Jesus; and the glory of his Father, and ours! You believe 

in me,     Thomas, because you have seen me, says Jesus; blessed are those who have not seen, but still 

believe! Believing in the power of Jesus in our lives and the love pouring forth from his Sacred Heart 

can make all the difference in the world for us and for others! Today we come on his feast day in-

spired by his faith. We seek to understand our faith better so that we might follow Jesus along the 

way. We, too, ask through his intercession for the grace to be able to die with Christ so as to live with 

him. We, too, ask for the grace to hide ourselves in Jesus’ wounds as Jesus, in his body, blood, soul 

and divinity comes within us to dwell within and heal our wounds. And we ask for the grace as we 

are about to receive him here ever to confess him as Thomas did as our Lord and God and bring Him 

and his   message to all the world. 

ST THOMAS FEAST DAY 
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SEMESTER 1 REPORTS 

Due the change from remote learning to face-to-face learning this term, the 

school leadership team, in consultation with the staff, have decided to delay the 

distribution of student reports for Semester 1 2020.   

The new date for distribution will be Friday, 24th July.  

We will also provide parents and students with an opportunity to meet with 

teachers to discuss goals on Wednesday, 29th July. We will let you know               

further details closer to the date. 

PREP 2021 ENROLMENTS & INTERVIEWS 

Prep enrolments for next year are looking very healthy, 

which is pleasing. We still have limited places available. 

We are still waiting on a few more current families to drop 

off their child’s enrolment forms but if you are aware of 

any families looking for a great school to send their child 

to, please encourage them to look on our website and view 

the virtual tour of the school.  

We have contacted all families directly to book appoint-

ments for their child’s Prep Interview with Fr Steve and 

myself. These will be over a two week period, from                

Tuesday, 4th August to Friday, 14th August, excluding 

Mondays. Any  families who have yet to make an appointment time are asked to call the school         

office on  9434 4565. 

SCHOOL  FEES  AND  LEVIES 

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2 

School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 1st May. If you would like a copy 

of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following: 

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel 

free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation.  All discussions 

with myself will in a confidential manner. 

ANNUAL REPORT 

The 2019 Annual Report to the School Community is available on our school website for you to view 

or  a hard copy can be accessed from the school office. 
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END OF TERM 3 REMINDER  -  FRIDAY, 26th  JUNE 

A reminder that the Term 2 ends for students on 

Friday,  26th June at staggered times: 

    

  A-K 12.45pm 

    

    L-Z  1:00 pm 

 

 

OSHC is available if you are unable to collect your children at 1.00pm.  Bookings essential.  

Students return to school on Monday, 13th July at staggered times. 

David Delaney 

Principal 

A reminder to all families to please delete Flexibuzz and CareMonkey Apps from your phones as we 

no longer use these Apps at St Thomas. If you use CareMonkey for your local sporting club please 

just delete the link sharing your child’s profile with our school. 

Please ensure you have the Compass App downloaded on your phone to ensure you 

are up to date with all messages, newsletters and alerts. It is available for both iPh-

one and Android phones. This is the only App the school office uses to communicate 

with parents and families.  

 

Classroom teachers communicate with parents via the Dojo App.  Teachers may use 

this to inform parents that their child is unwell or has forgotten their lunch etc or to 

share photos of classroom activities and events. Please ensure you check this if                

contacted by your child’s teacher.  

SCHOOL APP HOUSEKEEPING 
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Reports and Goal Setting Conferences 

Teachers are putting the finishing touches on their draft student reports which will be distributed to 

all families via Compass on Friday, 24th July. This seems a long way off, however, as I’m sure you can 

appreciate, it takes a lot of time for teachers to write reports for each student. 

This year, parents have gained some valuable insights into their child and how they learn. We would 

like to give all parents the opportunity to discuss their learnings with teachers at our Goal Setting 

Conferences which will be held via Google Meet on Wednesday, 29th July. Bookings will be made via 

School Interviews and instructions for how to book and join these conferences will be sent out next 

week.  

To support your conversation with your child and their teacher we ask you to consider the following 

questions in relation to the period of remote learning -  

Feedback 

The period of remote learning has been a challenging time for us all, but despite the major disrup-

tions to normal activities, there will be many valuable lessons derived from this period that we as a 

school, and the system, wish to take forward. I’d like to thank those families who returned our     

previous school-based survey - staff have reflected on your feedback and are planning for future 

improvements based on your suggestions.  

Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) have also created a system-wide survey for parents, teachers 

and students that we have decided to support. These will give us information about St Thomas’ in 

comparison with other schools.  

 

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE 

Tess Dwyer  -  Deputy Principal & Learning, Teaching & Religious Education 
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Below is a link to the CEM survey which is intended to help capture the learnings from the remote 

learning period. The surveys are anonymous and are a quick capture of learnings while the experi-

ence is fresh, and are not designed to capture every aspect of schooling during the lockdown period. 

Your feedback will be valuable in learning from the experience and improving education outcomes. 

Here is a video link explaining more about why we should capture learnings at this time (from Dr 

Simon Breakspear, Agile Schools). 

Here is the link to the survey. It is expected the survey will take approximately 10 minutes to  

complete. 

Parent or Carer survey   

Thank you for taking the time to contribute to our learnings as a school and education system. 

It is great to see some of the Year 2’s work being uploaded to their portfolios on Class Dojo. Take a 

look at some of their work! 

Amelia 2CK 
Lexie 2DH  

Charlie 2AG  

Tess Dwyer  

Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and Religious Education) 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vg3vceokm5x2niu/AABhx3d9cBDr-x84C184gynka/CEM%20community%20video.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vg3vceokm5x2niu/AABhx3d9cBDr-x84C184gynka/CEM%20community%20video.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vg3vceokm5x2niu/AABhx3d9cBDr-x84C184gynka/CEM%20community%20video.mp4?dl=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzakg7uzMyjK7Wx5N4pRcegz93z2P6nmvnR6ZAtDkusIJHUQ/viewform


 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

PARISH  NEWS — LOYOLA  APPLICATIONS 

A note from Fr. Steve regarding Year 7 applications for Loyola College: 

Dear Parents, 

The last page of the Application for Loyola College has a section asking about the ways in which 

you contribute to the life of the parish community. Please write in this section any ways in which 

you support the parish. You are then required to have the parish priest sign this section. In the cur-

rent circumstances with the COVID-19 virus, the simplest way to achieve this is for you to leave 

your completed form with the parish secretary, who will then make it available to me for signing. I 

will do so when I visit the parish every few days and so you can collect the signed application a few 

days  later. 

Take care of each other and keep safe. 

Fr. Steven Rigo 

PARISH LEVY 

We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Levy this year. Parish 

levies are due by 30th June. Invoices were sent home earlier in the term. It would be appreciated if  

the Levy could be paid as soon as possible. Without continued financial support undertaking Parish 

projects will become harder.  

We understand that during this COVID 19 time many things are uncertain, so we are grateful for 

your continued commitment to St Thomas Parish Community. If you prefer an option of paying 

monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish Office so that this may be organised for you. If your 

circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties in paying, please make an appointment 

with Fr Steve to discuss. 

Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cask or cheque. For those families who wish to pay 

via Direct Debit, the following account should be used: 

St Thomas Parish 

BSB  083 347 

A/C 673794896 

Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment is correctly allocated to 

your family. 

 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

 

 

13th Term 3 commences 

24th School Reports distributed to families 

29th Goal Setting Conferences 

 

 

11th Prep Interviews 

12th  Prep Interviews 

13th Prep Interviews 

 Year 6 Photograph 

14th Feast of the Assumption Mass 

25th PEB Meeting 

 

 

6th Father’s Day 

11th  School Closure—Staff PD 

18th  End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

  

 

4th Daylight Savings commences 

5th Term 4 commences 

30th  All Saints Day Mass 9.15am 

 

 

2nd School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 3rd Melbourne Cup Day  -  Public Holiday  

11th  Remembrance Day 

17th PEB Meeting 

 

 

7th Advent Liturgy Week 2 9-10am 

9th Christmas Carols - School Oval 

11th Graduation 

15th  End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm 

 

UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER JULY 

DECEMBER 

NOVEMBER 

P JH & PLS MET WITH FR STEVE TODAY 

Today the students in PJH and PLS met 

with Fr Steve for the first time and in a 

lead up to their visit to the church next 

week to celebrate Mass for St Thomas 

the Apostle’s Feast Day. 

Fr Steve spoke with the students about 

creation and Laudato Si and how we 

should all look after our world together. 

The students are looking forward to vis-

iting the church next week and learning 

all about St Thomas the Apostle. 
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 PJH HAD FUN AT BUSH SCHOOL TODAY 
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St Thomas the Apostle School is again supporting the St Vincent de Paul’s Society Winter Appeal. 

We are requesting donations of non-perishable foods such as canned foods, pasta, rice, and long-life 

milk.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to the families who have already sent in a donation for the hampers. Below is the list of 

classes and the nominated non-perishable food item we would like them to collect. Due to remote 

learning we don’t have as much time to collect food items as we have had in previous years. Our   

donation baskets will be collected during the last week of Term 2. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL’S WINTER APPEAL 2020 

PJH Jars of pasta sauce 

PLS Pasta 

1FL Cans of soup 

1JP Rice cakes, dry biscuits-ryvita, savoy 

2AG Long life milk 

2CK Box of cereal 

2DH Spreads – jam, peanut butter, lemon curd, 

honey 

3/4KK Instant coffee 

3/4MP Tins of fruit 

3/4RS Long life custard 

5/6AP Stir through sauces to add to meat 

5/6LC Pancake mix 

5/6MW Tins of milo, ovaltine 

5/6RD Tins of salmon/tuna 

5/6TB Pasta or rice 

Staff Tea bags 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO LAYLA T  (3/4RS) 

Congratulations to Laya T 

(3/4RS) who entered the 

‘Write 4 Fun’ competition last 

year. She was given the      

opportunity of  having her   

story published in this year's 

publication "Inspired".  The 

book has now been published 

and at left is her entry.  What 

a fantastic piece of writing 

Layla! Congratulations! 
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.   

Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and 

class to receive your new details. 

Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK 

 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details  

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 

  

 Click on - Register and log on 

 Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application 

 Click onto -  VPRC login 

 

 Put in username and password 

 

 

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:                               

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx 

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library of bookstore may not be possible. 

Here are some tips for students to help them read more: 

Premier’s Reading Challenge News 

 
 

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 

2020. So far our students have read 372 books! There are 93 days left before the Challenge             

finishes on 4th September. Being in isolation is a perfect time to relax with a book and have time 

away from the computer!  

Congratulations to Dylan Cirillo (3/4MP) who has already completed the Reading Challenge. 

Re-read favourite books from your home collection. 

 

Borrow eBooks from your local library.                                                                                      

Libby is a free app  (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow 

ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or        

mobile data, or download them for offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to         

get started is a library card. 

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm
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For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of chil-

dren's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish. 

 

Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing    

Online Read Alouds and Activities. 

 

Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space. 

Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online. 

Listen to a David Walliams audio book. 

Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's  Digi-

tal Li brary or ManyBook.net. 

 Storyline online  

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 Youtube kids read alouds 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-   

GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&i

e=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on 

Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope all students have fun explor-

ing the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes. 

Congratulations to the following students who have already taken up the challenge! 

 

Prep Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Savannah H 

Amy M 

Alessia B 

Alyssa V 

Jack A 

Harper B 

Sophie C 

Aiden V 

Taylah M 

Harper S 

James B 

Harry W 

Chelsea K 

Charlotte S 

Dylan C 

Jackson H 

Ruby S 

Max M 

Natalie B 

Emily T 

Mia C 

Liam V 

Ruby F 

Sienna W 

https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b3188c43&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b3188c43&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=d7349db7&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b90f1fbe&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=0b4299a4&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=65791bad&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=65791bad&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=6fd99591&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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Favourite Books Read This Week! 

Author Title Year level 

Seuss, Dr Green Eggs and Ham P 

Bland, Nicholas The Wrong Book 1 

Telgemeier, Raina Sisters 5 

French, Vivian We're Going on a Bear Hunt P 

Fox, Mem Ducks Away! P 

Richards, Kel The Lamington Man 1 

Harvey, Jacqueline. Alice-Miranda at Sea 3 

Fox, Mem Possum Magic P 

Hunter, Erin Forest of Secrets 5 

Seuss, Dr The Cat in the Hat P 

O'Connor, Jane Pajama Day P 

Hill, Eric Spot Can Count P 

Blabey, Aaron. Thelma the Unicorn P 

Dodd, Lynley Hairy Maclary's Bone 1 

Campbell, Rod Dear Zoo P 

Smith, Craig Willbee the Bumblebee P 

Blabey, Aaron The Bad Guys 4 

Rowling, J.K Harry Potter & the Philosopher's stone 2 

Rippin, Sally. The Bad Butterfly 1 

Ahlberg, Janet Each Peach Pear Plum 1 
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LOST PROPERTY 

If anyone finds a new green school jumper clearly labelled Charlie O’H please drop it at the office or 

to the Prep JH classroom. 

Also lost is a school jacket clearly labelled Celeste L. Please drop it at the office or the 5/6LC class-

room. 

A reminder to all parents to please label all items of your child’s school uniform so that 

clothing items can be sent straight to your child’s class if found. This is especially relevant 

for anyone who purchased the new school uniform jackets and Year 6 windcheaters. 

TENNIS COACHING 

School Tennis Coaching – Is back for Term 3  

The In-School tennis coaching program will be back in Term 3.                                                    

Commencing from Week 1 onwards. 

Tuesday Lunchtime (11am) – Grades 2 to 6 

Thursday Recess (2pm) – Grades Foundation & 1 

$88 for 8 weeks which includes free racquet & Hot Shots shirt for all new participants. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


