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Dear Families, 

Welcome back to a very different but weirdly familiar Term 3 as remote learning commences again. 

Last week the teachers took the opportunity to prepare take home packs and plan for the remote 

learning sessions and they all did a marvellous job. Technology is always going to be a challenge 

with so many devices logging on at the same time. This week was no different with the Catholic   

sector having some lagging issues and changes to Google Meets but they are working through these. 

REMOTE LEARNING 

Each level communicates  students’ work for the week either through Class Dojo, email or Google 

Classroom. For a consistent approach across the school, each level will send out the following day’s 

instructions by 8.00pm the night before.  

We need to mark the roll each day so it is really important that the children log into their Google 

Meet in the morning. Please ensure that the children are working to the time limits set for each ac-

tivity and if they run out of time just drop their teacher a line saying so and stop the activity.  

We are here to assist any child or family who maybe struggling with the remote learning and we   

welcome any feedback or correspondence from you. Teachers will be planning for the next day’s            

tuition after 2.00pm and may not be able respond straight away. 

Celebrate what your children are learning and keep them hydrated and exercised. 

‘ON SITE’ REMOTE LEARNING 101 

A reminder to all essential services           

families whose children attend  ‘on site’  

remote  learning  — If your child is                

unwell or has a  runny  nose  or cough 

please keep them at home until they           

are symptom free. 

Please note parents will be telephoned to 

come and collect any student  we feel is      

unwell and shouldn’t be in              

attendance. 
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Every four years a school undergoes a review process where the staff self-evaluate the schools                   

performance against a large set of parameters. External reviewers employed by Catholic Education 

Melbourne then spend three days in the school talking to the stake holders: staff, students and             

parents and assessing how the school is progressing. They then write a report which is discussed 

with the school as a spring board for the school to develop the School Improvement Plan for the next 

four years and from this their Annual Action Plan.  

The reviewers were here two weeks ago looking at all our compliance documentation and our Child 

Safe procedures and we passed both these stringent requirements. Next week on Tuesday and 

Thursday the two reviewers will again be attending St Thomas’ for the second part of the review  

process. This year it is a shame that they can’t visit classrooms and get a sense of how the class-

rooms work but they will speak to a few small groups of children. 

As we enter round two of remote learning our planned               

Stage 1 refurbishment will commence on Monday,27th July.           

Temporary fencing around the Mumford Wing will be erected and 

the builders’ site offices will be delivered. The students will have 

no access to the site or to the workers. There will be at times 

trucks entering the school through the main entrance but this 

will be closely monitored. 

CLASSROOM REFURBISHMENT 

GOAL SETTING CONFERENCES 

These are being held next week as per earlier correspondence via the 

newsletter and Compass notifications. These bookings close on Sunday, 

27th July. If you haven’t booked a time yet you will need to do so as soon 

as possible. Please refer to the Compass notification dated 20th July for 

all booking information and the booking link. 

SCHOOL REVIEW 

Semester 1 school reports for all students will be distributed electronically                

tomorrow. Please read this school report carefully and have a discussion 

with your child about their progress. The staff will use this as a discussion 

starter for the Goal Setting Conferences next week. 

SEMESTER 1 SCHOOL REPORTS 
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St Vincent de Paul Society, Greensborough Conference 

 

14 July 2020 

 

 Dear David and Marisa 

We, the Greensborough Conference, wish to express our gratitude for the assistance of St Thomas the 

Apostle’ and St Mary’s primary schools in organizing and facilitating the collection of food in our 

2020 Winter Appeal. The quantity collected by both primary schools this year is at least as much as 

collected in previous appeals, despite the fact that the available classroom time was reduced to three 

weeks because of the Covid-19 lockdown, round 1.  

 

All the food collected during the three weeks is now stored in St Thomas’ parish house, enabling us to 

prepare food parcels for the people we assist. Distribution of food parcels has already commenced, 

and we expect the quantity collected will enable us to continue providing donated food well into the 

springtime. 

 

For your collaboration with our Greensborough Conference, for the work and enthusiasm of Class 

teachers, for Robyn’s and Elyse’s work with the Mini Vinnies / Social Justice group, we are grateful. 

 

On behalf of the Greensborough Conference of St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria, 

 

Many thanks, 

 
Ian Fraser 

President 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  —  THANK YOU 

It was wonderful to receive this email thanking our 

families for their continued support of the St Vinnies 

Winter Appeal. 
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PREP 2021 ENROLMENTS & INTERVIEWS 

Prep enrolments for next year are looking very healthy, 

which is pleasing. We still have limited places available. 

We are still waiting on a few more current families to 

drop off their child’s enrolment forms but if you are 

aware of any families looking for a great school to send 

their child to, please encourage them to look on our web-

site and view the virtual tour of the school.  

We have contacted all families directly to book  

appointments for their child’s Prep Interview with 

Fr Steve and myself. These will be over a two week 

period, from Tuesday, 4th August to Friday, 14th August, excluding Mondays. Any           

families who have yet to make an appointment time are asked to call the school  office 

on  9434 4565.  

Due to the current situation regarding COVID 19 and social distancing these interviews 

will now be conducted via Zoom. Families will receive an email shortly with all the                   

details regarding the link for their interview. 

SCHOOL  FEES  AND  LEVIES 

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 3 

School Fees of $610.00 are due on Friday, 24th July. If you would like a copy 

of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following: 

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel 

free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation.  All discussions 

with myself will in a confidential manner. 

David Delaney 

Principal 
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PARISH  NEWS — LOYOLA  APPLICATIONS 

A note from Fr. Steve regarding Year 7 applications for Loyola College: 

Dear Parents, 

The last page of the Application for Loyola College has a section asking about the ways in which 

you contribute to the life of the parish community. Please write in this section any ways in which 

you support the parish. You are then required to have the parish priest sign this section. In the cur-

rent circumstances with the COVID-19 virus, the simplest way to achieve this is for you to leave 

your completed form with the parish secretary, who will then make it available to me for signing. I 

will do so when I visit the parish every few days and so you can collect the signed application a few 

days  later. 

Take care of each other and keep safe. 

Fr. Steven Rigo 

PARISH LEVY 

We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Levy this year. Parish 

levies were due by 30th June. Invoices were sent home earlier in the term. It would be appreciated if  

the Levy could be paid as soon as possible. Without continued financial support undertaking Parish 

projects will become harder.  

We understand that during this COVID 19 time many things are uncertain, so we are grateful for 

your continued commitment to St Thomas Parish Community. If you prefer an option of paying 

monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish Office so that this may be organised for you. If your 

circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties in paying, please make an appointment 

with Fr Steve to discuss. 

Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cask or cheque. For those families who wish to pay 

via Direct Debit, the following account should be used: 

St Thomas Parish 

BSB  083 347 

A/C 673794896 

Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment is correctly allocated to 

your family. 
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24th School Reports distributed to families 

28th Goal Setting Conferences                                         

 (Tues 3.45pm - 5.15pm) 

29th Goal Setting Conferences  

 (Wed 3.45pm - 5.15pm) 

30th   Goal Setting Conferences                            

 (Thurs 3.45pm -  5.15pm) 

 

 

11th Prep Interviews 

12th  Prep Interviews 

13th Prep Interviews 

 Year 6 Photograph 9.30/10.0am 

14th Feast of the Assumption Mass 

25th PEB Meeting 

 

6th Father’s Day 

11th  School Closure—Staff PD 

18th  End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

  

 

4th Daylight Savings commences 

5th Term 4 commences 

30th  All Saints Day Mass 9.15am 

 

 

2nd School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 3rd Melbourne Cup Day  -  Public Holiday  

11th  Remembrance Day 

17th PEB Meeting 

 

 

7th Advent Liturgy Week 2 9-10am 

9th Christmas Carols - School Oval 

11th Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm 

15th  End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 

  

 

UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER JULY 

DECEMBER 

NOVEMBER 

SCHOOL APP HOUSEKEEPING 

A reminder to all families to please delete Flexibuzz and CareMonkey Apps from your phones as we 

no longer use these Apps at St Thomas. If you use CareMonkey for your local sporting club please 

just delete the link sharing your child’s profile with our school. 

Please ensure you have the Compass App downloaded on your phone to ensure 

you are up to date with all messages, newsletters and alerts. It is available for both 

iPhone and Android phones. This is the only App the school office uses to communicate 

with parents and families.  

 

Classroom teachers communicate with parents via Class Dojo.  Teachers may use this 

to inform parents that their child is unwell or has forgotten their lunch etc or to share 

photos of classroom activities and events. Please ensure you check this if contacted by 

your child’s teacher.  
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TERM 3 REMOTE LEARNING  - PREP 

This week the Preps made interesting insects and learned 

about the letter “I” . The have settled back into remote 

learning and have produced some great work. 
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TERM 3 REMOTE LEARNING   

THANK YOU FROM ROBYN SHOLLY & MINI VINNIES 

Thank you to all the families and children of St Thomas 

the Apostle Primary School for generously donating the 

food for the  St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal. I        

received a message of  gratitude from Ian and the people 

at St Vincent de Pauls. They  were so impressed by the 

generous donations of food which they said equalled our  

past years (that weren’t experiencing the effects of 

COVID 19). 

I for one am proud to be a part of the St Thomas commu-

nity and the generosity of its teachers, children and fam-

ilies. 

Thank you on behalf of myself, Libby Oliver and the 

Mini  Vinnies. 

Robyn Sholly 
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.   

Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and 

class to receive your new details. 

Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK 

 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details  

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 

  

 Click on - Register and log on 

 Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application 

 Click onto -  VPRC login 

 

 Put in username and password 

 

 

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:                               

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx 

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library of bookstore may not be possible. 

Here are some tips for students to help them read more: 

Premier’s Reading Challenge News 

 
 

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 

2020. So far our students have read 596 books! There are 60 days left before the Challenge             

finishes on 4th September. There is plenty of time left to enter the Challenge and read lots of 

books on the holidays.  

Congratulations to Harper S (2CK) who has already completed the Reading Challenge. 

Re-read favourite books from your home collection. 

 

Borrow eBooks from your local library.                                                                                      

Libby is a free app  (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow 

ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or        

mobile data, or download them for offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to         

get started is a library card. 

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm


 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of chil-

dren's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish. 

 

Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing    

Online Read Alouds and Activities. 

 

Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space. 

Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online. 

Listen to a David Walliams audio book. 

Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's  Digi-

tal Li brary or ManyBook.net. 

 Storyline online  

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 Youtube kids read alouds 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-   

GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&i

e=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on 

Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope all students have fun explor-

ing the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes. 

Congratulations to the following students who have already taken up the challenge! 

 

Prep Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Savannah H 

Amy M 

Alessia B 

Anna S 

Ariane S 

Lara V 

Alyssa V 

Jack A 

Harper B 

Sophie C 

Aiden V 

Taylah M 

Harper S 

James B 

Harry W 

Chelsea K 

Charlotte S 

George S 

Lara V 

 

Dylan C 

Jackson H 

Ruby S 

Max M 

Natalie B 

Emily T 

Mia C 

Liam V 

Ruby F 

Sienna W 

https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b3188c43&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b3188c43&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=d7349db7&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=b90f1fbe&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=0b4299a4&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=65791bad&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=65791bad&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=6fd99591&e=6fe324ea0785810b
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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Favourite Books Read This Week! 

Author Title 

Erin Hunter Forest of Secrets 

Aaron Blabey The Bad Guys 

Jacqueline Harvey Alice-Miranda Keeps the Beat 

Daisy Meadows Holly the Christmas Fairy 

Jeff Kinney Diary of a Wimpy Kid: the Ugly Truth 

Daisy Meadow Kylie the Carnival Fairy 

Jeff Kinney Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days 

Andy Grffiths The 13 Storey Treehouse 

Daisy Meadows Christina the Winter Wonderland Fairy 

J K Rowling Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

Ellen Miles Kodiak 

Anh Do WeirDo 

Mem Fox Where is the Green Sheep? 

Drew Daywait The Day the Crayons Quit 

Dawn Machell Five Little Teddy Bears Splashing in the Bath 

Aaron Blabey Thelma the Unicorn 

J K Rowling  Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 

J K Rowling Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 

Jack Thorne Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, Parts I & II 

J K Rowling Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince 

Tui Sutherland  The Dark Secret 

Tui Sutherland The Hidden Kingdom 

Tui Sutherland The Lost Heir 
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