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Dear Families,
As we come to the completion of our second week of remote learning it is really pleasing to hear that
the children are really engaged with their learning and completing most tasks. The specialists and I
are also hearing that the family activities from the specialists team are fun and enjoyable.
Last week we sent home a sheet of FAQs on Compass. If you have any queries about your child’s
learning please refer to this document. If you still can’t find the answer please contact your child’s
teacher directly.
Mrs Massara has been busily compiling art and craft packs for the families who are not venturing
out to shopping centres. These were of great benefit yesterday and will be a valuable family resource
to use over the next weeks. We thank her for compiling all these packs.

WELLBEING DAY TOMORROW
There are no planned lessons for tomorrow, Friday 31st July.
It is an opportunity for families to take a break, rest and not
feel the pressure to complete tasks. Children being supervised
at school will have a restful relaxed day as well with a focus on
resilience. We aim to have a Wellbeing Day once a fortnight
whilst this lockdown continues. Many schools have taken this
approach as we are conscious of the social and emotional health
of the children and their families at these times.

GOAL SETTING DISCUSSIONS
These valuable discussions conclude tonight. I hope you all found the experience helpful and your child has some clear feedback and goals to work on.
Some parents have yet to make an appointment and I encourage any families
who have missed out on an appointment to contact their child’s classroom
teacher to make an alternative time.

A reminder to all essential services families with children attending ‘on site’
remote learning — If your child is unwell or has a runny nose or cough
please keep them at home until they are symptom free.

Please note parents will be telephoned to come and collect any student
we feel is unwell and shouldn’t be in attendance.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

CLASSROOM REFURBISHMENT UPDATE
On Tuesday morning six truckloads of crushed rock arrived and
was spread out to make a road up to the Mumford Wing. Later that
day the temporary fencing was erected blocking the Mumford Wing
off from the rest of the school. The three site sheds were craned in
during the afternoon. Next Monday the demolition crew arrive to
gut the inside of the Mumford Wing before the newer learning
spaces can be created.

SCHOOL REVIEW
Today saw the conclusion of our four yearly school review cycle. This review was very different this
time round as all discussions had to be done remotely. Some of the students in Years 3 – 6 were
interviewed by the reviewers, as were a large number of staff and parent representatives. The
reviewers will return in late August to present their findings. This will act as a spring board to create our own School Improvement Plan for the next four years and an Annual Action Plan. Thanks
to all the people who contributed their time and thoughts.

PREP 2021 ENROLMENTS & INTERVIEWS
We have contacted all families directly to book appointments for their
child’s Prep Interview with Fr Steve and myself. These will be over a
two week period, from Tuesday, 4th August to Friday, 14th August,
excluding Mondays. Any families who have yet to make an appointment time are asked to call the school office on 9434 4565.

Due to The current situation regarding COVID19 and social distancing these interviews
will now be conducted via Zoom.
Families were sent an email on Friday, 24th July, with the link to the Zoom meeting.
If you are a current family and haven’t received an email please contact the school office.

David Delaney
Principal
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LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Tess Dwyer - Deputy Principal & Learning, Teaching & Religious Education

After completing an audit of our student school-provided Google Accounts, I have noticed that
many students while working from home have been changing their profile picture. While this is
normally harmless it is not a practice that we encourage because student’s choices of profile
pictures can sometimes be inappropriate and cause issues with privacy and online grooming. All
student profile pictures have now been deleted and reset. No student should have a profile picture
for their Google Account. We ask parents to support us by monitoring this when their child is using
their school account at home
This type of work helps us to ensure we are an eSmart School. We are working on achieving this
accreditation by the end of the year this year. The image below is an outline of the key concepts
covered in the eSmart Schools Framework.
Here’s some links with ideas for parents about online
safety.

Tips for Parents Online Safety Videos (<1 min)
Raising Children: How parent-child relationships protect children online
Common Sense Media: 5 surefire ways to protect your
kid’s online privacy
eSafety Commissioner Advice
Online safety basics - Three key strategies to keeping
your child safe online

Student Competition
We are holding a student competition to create a video, a piece of artwork
or writing about bullying and cyber safety. We would love students to be
creative with this as they will be shared with parents, teachers, their peers
or students in other year levels. Time to get your thinking hats on!
You will need to decide who you are creating the video/artwork for. Choose
one of these audiences (category)

parents



teachers



peers



students in other year levels (please specify which Year level)
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Decide on what the important messages are that your audience need to know about bullying and
cyber safety. Time to get your thinking hats on!


Adherence/Appropriateness to Theme



Uniqueness of Concept



Originality



Clarity of Expression



Humour



Creativity



Innovative Way of Delivering Message

All entries will be assessed against the above criteria and shortlisted according to audience category. Then we will give the students and community the opportunity to vote to decide the winner in
each category.
Videos must be no longer than 3 minutes in total, Artwork must be no bigger than an A3 piece of
paper and Writing Pieces no longer than 500 words.Here is a great resource that you can use to get
started - https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/default.aspx
Entries will be submitted via email (eSmart@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au) or deliver it in
person to the school office. Entries close on Friday 28th August with the winners being announced
during eSmart Week which commences on Monday 7th September. The winning entries will receive a $30 Rebel Sports Voucher and have their work published on our school website.

This year Red Nose Day will be held while we are still in the Remote Learning Phase of this term.
So, we will be encouraging all staff, parents and students to support this day by wearing red on
Friday, 14th August. Families can also buy Red Nose Day products to be delivered to their house by
visiting this link https://www.shoprednose.com.au/collections/frontpage?page=1 or donate directly
through this link https://donate.rednose.org.au/donate/rednoseday. Here are some examples of this
year’s products.

We would love to see everyone supporting this very important cause. Every dollar raised on Red
Nose Day helps to save little lives and support grieving families.
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2020 Learning and Teaching Clarification
I hope that all parents have set aside time to meet with their child’s teacher this week. I thought
some families might like to know that Learning and Teaching at St Thomas, whether it be online
or in person at school is all based on the Victorian Curriculum. Teachers have planned the whole
year with careful consideration of the students needs and what needs to be covered in the curriculum. So, regardless of whether the learning has happened remotely or onsite, teachers are using
their skills to plan, teach and assess appropriate learning for every child.
Semester One reports were modified across all schools in Victoria because it is very difficult for
the teachers to accurately assess student’s learning when they are not seeing the students
complete the tasks in person. This is because when they assess a student's work it is tricky to
work out what the student was able to do independently (without parent support). Therefore, this
time around with Remote Learning, all teachers are conducting focused teaching groups where
they can gather information about what the student can do independently. Rest assured that the
curriculum is being taught and teachers are gathering evidence in a variety of ways so that they
can mark the student achievement against the curriculum standards for the Semester Two
reports.

From the first phase of Remote Learning, parents learnt that students sometimes find themselves
asking a lot of questions and not really trying to work out the answers to their questions themselves. It’s easier to ask than to think. Here is one way you can encourage your child to think for
themselves and solve their own problems -

Ask Open-Ended Questions
Asking open-ended questions improves a child’s ability to think critically and creatively, ultimately
making them better problem-solvers. Examples of open-ended questions include:


How could we work together to solve this?



How did you work it out? or How do you know that?



Tell me about what you built, made, or created.



What do you think will happen next?



What do you think would happen if…?



What did you learn?



What was easy? What was hard?



What would you do differently next time?

Teachers are also working on encouraging students to be critical thinkers and problem solvers this is the focus of their teaching sprints.
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PARISH NEWS — LOYOLA APPLICATIONS
A note from Fr. Steve regarding Year 7 applications for Loyola College:
Dear Parents,
The last page of the Application for Loyola College has a section asking about the ways in which
you contribute to the life of the parish community. Please write in this section any ways in which
you support the parish. You are then required to have the parish priest sign this section. In the current circumstances with the COVID-19 virus, the simplest way to achieve this is for you to leave
your completed form with the parish secretary, who will then make it available to me for signing. I
will do so when I visit the parish every few days and so you can collect the signed application a few
days later.

Take care of each other and keep safe.
Fr. Steven Rigo

PARISH LEVY
We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Levy this year. Parish
levies were due by 30th June. Invoices were sent home earlier in the term. It would be appreciated if
the Levy could be paid as soon as possible. Without continued financial support undertaking Parish
projects will become harder.

We understand that during this COVID 19 time many things are uncertain, so we are grateful for
your continued commitment to St Thomas Parish Community. If you prefer an option of paying
monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish Office so that this may be organised for you. If your
circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties in paying, please make an appointment
with Fr Steve to discuss.
Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cask or cheque. For those families who wish to pay
via Direct Debit, the following account should be used:
St Thomas Parish
BSB 083 347
A/C 673794896
Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment is correctly allocated to
your family.
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SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 3
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 24th July. If you would like a
copy of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:
sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel
free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions
with myself will in a confidential manner.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
Due to remote learning Scholastic Book Club has changed our school delivery to home delivery for
the current issue of Book Club. To view the current student catalogue please go to the following link:
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5642/bc_520.pdf
Please note the following:


Deliveries will be sent directly to students’ homes instead of via the school.



All orders are placed via LOOP



$5.99 delivery charge is applied when parents pay
online.



Rewards on home delivery order is 10%

Any questions please contact your teacher directly.
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UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020
NOVEMBER

JULY
31st (Friday) No Remote Learning Classes

AUGUST

2nd

School Closure - Report Writing Day

3rd

Melbourne Cup Day - Public Holiday

11th

Prep Interviews

11th

Remembrance Day

12th

Prep Interviews

17th

PEB Meeting

13th

(Thursday) No Remote Learning Classes
Prep Interviews

DECEMBER

14th

Feast of the Assumption Mass

7th

Advent Liturgy Week 2 9-10am

25th

PEB Meeting

9th

Christmas Carols - School Oval

11th

Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm

SEPTEMBER

15th End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm

6th

Father’s Day

11th

School Closure—Staff PD

18th End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm

OCTOBER
4th

Daylight Savings commences

5th

Term 4 commences

30th

All Saints Day Mass 9.15am

SCHOOL APP HOUSEKEEPING
A reminder to all families to please delete Flexibuzz and CareMonkey Apps from your phones as we
no longer use these Apps at St Thomas. If you use CareMonkey for your local sporting club please
just delete the link sharing your child’s profile with our school.
Please ensure you have the Compass App downloaded on your phone to ensure
you are up to date with all messages, newsletters and alerts. It is available for both
iPhone and Android phones. This is the only App the school office uses to communicate
with parents and families.

Classroom teachers communicate with parents via Class Dojo. Teachers may use this
to inform parents that their child is unwell or has forgotten their lunch etc or to share
photos of classroom activities and events. Please ensure you check this if contacted by
your child’s teacher.
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REMOTE LEARNING THIS WEEK IN PREPS
This week the Prep students focused on ‘Belonging to Our
Church” and were asked to create a stained glass window
as seen in our church. They were asked to use whatever
resources were available to them at home, whether it was
pencils, crayons, paint, coloured paper or playdoh. They
did an amazing job!
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REMOTE LEARNING — 2CK — PERSUASIVE POSTERS

1

2
Fantastic work by the students in
2CK on their Persuasive Posters.

3

1. Alex V

2. Allegra P

3. Joshua C

4. Selena K

5. Olivia G

6. Liam S

4

5

6
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REMOTE LEARNING — 2CK — PERSUASIVE POSTERS
7

8

7. Olivia C

9

8. Marc P

9. Logan C

REMOTE LEARNING - 3/4MP
The students in Year 3/4 have been studying the illustrations in the picture book “Why I Love
Australia” by Bronwyn Bancroft. The students then had to create their own illustration. Below is a
sample of some of the beautiful work produced by some of the students in 3/4MP.

Logan C

Liza H
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TERM 3 REMOTE LEARNING - 3/4MP
The students in Year 3/4 have been studying the illustrations in the picture book “Why I Love
Australia” by Bronwyn Bancroft. The students then had to create their own illustration. Below is a
sample of some of the beautiful work produced by some of the students in 3/4MP.

Violet C

Ruby R

Ryan P

Dylan C

Charlotte M

Addison H
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TERM 3 REMOTE LEARNING - 3/4RS
The Year 3/4 students have been learning about adjectives and the students have written some
fabulous ‘Adjective Poems’ to show teachers their understanding and knowledge. Here are some
fantastic examples from students in 3/4RS.
Task 1:
Funny, silly, weird, naughty, fury, black and brown, soft, average, cold ,uncomfortable,
angry, warm (blanket), comfy (couch), fluffy (blanket), wooden couch
Task 2:
On today's walk with my red cavoodle we saw a yellow bird
It was a big yellow bird
It was a ugly, big yellow bird
It was a scary, ugly, big yellow bird
It was a annoying, scary, ugly, big yellow bird
It was a weird, annoying, scary, ugly, big yellow bird
It was a hungry, weird, annoying, scary ,ugly big yellow bird
It was a soft ,hungry ,weird, annoying ,scary, ugly ,big yellow bird
It was a very old soft hungry weird annoying scary ugly big yellow bird
It was extremely loud ,very old ,soft, hungry, weird, annoying ,scary ugly, big yellow bird
It was friendly ,extremely loud, very old, soft, hungry, weird, annoying ,scary ,ugly ,big yellow
bird
Lucie G 3/4RS

I wore a mask
I wore a medical mask
I wore an ugly, medical mask
I wore a restricting, ugly, medical mask
I wore a crinkly, restricting, ugly, medical mask
I wore a big, crinkly, restricting, ugly, medical mask
So I didn’t get Covid-19 from other people .
Aurelia P 3/4RS

On my long bike ride I saw a Kangaroo.
It was a huge kangaroo.
It was a huge red kangaroo.
It was a huge, red, wild kangaroo.
It was a huge, red, wild, cute kangaroo.
It was a huge, red, wild, cute, strong kangaroo.
It was a huge, red, wild, cute, strong, tired kangaroo.
It was a huge, red, wild, cute, strong, tired, beat up kangaroo.
It was a huge, red, wild, cute, strong, tired, beat up, furry kangaroo
That just wanted a bit of food.

Max M 3/4RS
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REMOTE LEARNING - 5/6TB
The Year 5/6 students have started using mind maps as part of their planning when completing
Informative Writing. Below are some examples from the students in 5/6TB of their current mind
maps.
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Premier’s Reading Challenge News

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2020. So far our students have read 616 books! There are 51 days left before the Challenge
finishes on 4th September. There is plenty of time left to enter the Challenge and read lots of
books on the holidays.
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc



Click on - Register and log on



Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application



Click onto - VPRC login



Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx
We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library of bookstore may not be possible.
Here are some tips for students to help them read more:
Re-read favourite books from your home collection.
Borrow eBooks from your local library.
Libby is a free app (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow
ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or
mobile data, or download them for offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to
get started is a library card.
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For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.

Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing
Online Read Alouds and Activities.
Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.
Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.
Listen to a David Walliams audio book.
Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's Digital Li brary or ManyBook.net.

Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&i
e=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills. We hope all students have fun exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes.

Congratulations to the following students who have already taken up the challenge!
Prep

Year 1/2

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

Savannah H
Amy M
Alessia B
Anna S
Ariane S
Lara V

Alyssa V
Jack A
Harper B
Sophie C
Aiden V
Taylah M
Harper S
James B
Harry W
Chelsea K
Charlotte S
George S
Lara V
Olivia V
Alex V

Dylan C
Jackson H
Ruby S
Max M
Natalie B
Emily T
Mia C

Liam V
Ruby F
Sienna W
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Favourite Books Read This Week!
Author

Title

P.D Eastman

Flap Your Wings

Meredith Costain

Super Science Stars

Mem Fox

Where is the Green Sheep

Lynley Dodd

Hariry Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy

Dr Suess

Green Eggs and Ham

Nicholas Bland

The Wrong Book

Erin Hunter

Forest of Secrets

Dr Suess

The Cat in the Hat

Jane O’Connor

Pajama Day

Alison Lester

Noni the Pony

Sally Rippin

The Book Buddies

Enid Blyton

The O’Sullivan Twins at St Clare’s

Roald Dahl

Matilda

Eric Hill

Spot Goes to the Park

Rod Campbell

Farm Babies

Ellen Miles

Kodiak

Erin Hunter

A Dangerous Path

Tania McCartney

Hip Hip Hooray!

Dawn Machell

Five Little Teddy Bears Splashing in the Bath

Andy Griffiths

The 117-Storey Treehouse

Janet Ahlberg

Each Peach Pear Plum

Gene Zion

Harry the Dirty Dog

P Crumble

There was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Star!

Anh Do

Totally Weird!

Jane E Gerver

Little Sister, Big Mess!
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FACE MASK ORDERS — SUNFLOWER CREATIONS
We have had a lot of enquiries as to where our staff have
bought their masks from. Below are the details for two ex
St Thomas students, Stephanie and Madeline, who have been
working hard to supply our staff with face masks .

SUNFLOWER CREATIONS










3 layer face masks made to Vic Government Standards
Comfortable cotton inner lining
Adjustable elastic
Breathable fabrics
Hand wash preferable or machine wash in a laundry bag
Please DO NOT put in clothes dryer
Local drop within -15km of Greensborough area
Pick up available
Postage at extra cost of $10

Follow us on Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/sun.flower.creations/

Follow us on Facebook:
https://m.facebook.com/.sunflower.creations.maddy.steph
Email:
sunflower.creations@outlook.com.au
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