ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North 3088

Dear Families,
The teachers and staff are continuing to provide a robust program for your
children to follow and they are constantly making modiﬁcations to improve the
program. Your help as parents has been terriﬁc and much appreciated. As we head
towards the middle stage of this lock down period, it is only human that energy
levels and enthusiasm may start to wane. We acknowledge this and accept that
there will be days that are challenging and hard to either supervise your children
or get them to ﬁnish all tasks. Just let your child’s teacher know and they will
respond accordingly.

Telephone: 9434 4565
No 23 13th August 2020

PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2021
Fr Steven, Fr Lenin and I have continued to conduct interviews with families
enrolling their children in Prep for next year. It has been great to catch up with
our existing families and see how they are going during these times. It was
also lovely to meet new families and welcome them to the St Thomas
community. We are excited to be welcoming twenty-four new families to our
two Prep classes next year at St Thomas the Apostle school.

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
On Saturday, 15th August, we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. Fr Steve
has pre-recorded the reading of the day and has provided a small Homily for
the teachers to share with their classes tomorrow.

RENOVATION NEWS
The refurbishing of the Mumford wing continues but the number of workers
on-site has had to be reduced due to Stage 4 restrictions. The builder doesn’t think
this should set them back too much in regards to the timeline for the renovations.
We are looking forward to watching the refurbishment taking shape and our new
Prep classrooms emerging.

EXCITING NEWS
Earlier this week Fr Steven received news that the proposed childcare centre
development to be built on the church car park has been given the green light to go
ahead. We now move into the permit phase. Hopefully by this time next year there
will be a state of the art years 0-5 childcare centre on-site.

SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 3
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 24th July. If you would like a
copy of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing ﬁnancial difficulties at this time please
feel free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss you situation.

All of you take care and look after your health
and wellbeing over the next week.

David Delaney
Principal

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Look how hard the students, parents and teachers are working at St Thomas’. In the last 7 days of remote and
ﬂexible learning, there have been . . .

1,600 Messages
sent home

2,500 Photos &
Videos Shared

18,378
Emails

64 posts
on Google
Classroom

3,297
Documents
Shared

2,500 Photos
& Videos
Shared

Teaching Sprints
This week our Year 1 teachers met with Emily Black (Catholic Education Melbourne Maths Advisor), to discuss
the next steps in their learning with a focus on teaching the Year 1 students how to think critically and solve
problems mathematically. They have made some changes to their teaching, giving students the responsibility
to think for themselves and explain their reasoning. We thank the Year 1 parents for supporting this new way
of learning for our students. Next week, teachers will be giving the students a problem for them to solve
multiple ways and then asking them to explain their reasoning in their Google Meet Maths Sessions. I look
forward to hearing about the different strategies students use to solve mathematical problems.

The Learning Pit
Have you ever felt stuck?
Maybe you were working on something and had to read, then reread the information again but it still wasn’t
necessarily connecting with you. Perhaps you were working on assembling something and couldn’t ﬁgure out
quite how you put it back together again. Even dealing with an issue in your own family. Do you look at it as an
opportunity to grow…after you get passed the frustration or anger stage?
These examples above show us that we can learn a lot about ourselves when learning doesn’t come easy or is a
challenge to us. This is why there was a Harvard study a few years ago about the Ikea Effect.

If you have ever found the inner-strength to build a piece of furniture from Ikea, to deal with small parts and
multiple pieces, or even work through a computer or phone issue, then you know a bit about resilience. Resilience
is something we all need, to get through those tough moments in life. Without resilience we are more at risk of
shutting down and giving up or even running away. Of course we understand that many children learn resilience
just from living their daily lives.
Although there are always common themes in learning, we know that not all students are the same, and we
understand that some students approach learning with an enthusiasm and dedication that others do not. Perhaps
it’s due to the parental support at home, or a great teacher that inspires students from the moment they walk in
the door, or just their natural disposition to learning.
Regardless of whether students are easily engaged or not, learning is not always easy even if it is done correctly.
John Hattie (Visible Learning), talks, researches and writes that learning should be a challenge at times. He also
says that at times learning is hard work that requires persistence (hard yakka and effort).
At St Thomas’ we try to ﬁnd ways to make sure our school community (students, staff and parents) understand
that learning is supposed to be a challenge from time to time. We all know that learning should be fun and
inspiring, but at times it should also be challenging which is equally as important.
One of the best methods of talking with students about challenges comes from James Nottingham. He talks about
the Learning Pit and the Learning Pit works well with Carol Dweck’s Growth Mindset and our Wellbeing Program.

Nottingham writes, “One of the frameworks I regularly share with teachers is that of the Learning Pit, a model that
explains how and why challenge is necessary for learning. Having ﬁrst heard Dr.John Edwards in 2001 using a “pit” to
explain how organisational growth more often than not involves getting worse before getting better, I thought that the
metaphor was an ideal way to explain to my students why I was consistently making things more difficult for them.
By helping our students and parents understand the Learning Pit we know it can really help foster a growth
mindset in not only our classrooms but in our school overall.
Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal
Learning, Teaching and RE

DIARY UPDATES
AUGUST

NOVEMBER

20th Family Wellbeing Day (Thurs)
No remote learning
25th PEB Meeting

2nd School Closure - Report Writing day
3rd Melbourne Cup - Public Holiday
11th Remembrance Day
17th PEB Meeting

SEPTEMBER

DECEMBER

2nd Family Wellbeing Day (Wed)
No remote learning
6th Father’s Day
15th Family Wellbeing Day (Tues)
No remote learning
18th End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm

7th
9th
11th
15th

OCTOBER
4th Daylight savings commences
5th Term 4 commences
30th All Saints Day Mass 9.15am

Advent Liturgy Week 2 9.00-10.00am
Christmas Carols - school Oval
Graduation Mass 5.30pm
End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

Due to remote learning Scholastic Book Club has changed our school delivery to home delivery for Book Club
orders. To view the current student catalogue please go to the following link:
Issue No 6 closes 2nd September 2020 : https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5667/bc-620.pdf
●
●
●
●

Deliveries will be sent directly to students’ homes instead of via the school.
All orders are place via LOOP
$5.99 delivery charge is applied when parents pay online
Rewards on home delivery order is 10%

Any questions please contact your child’s teacher directly.

A NOTE FORM CARLY
Whilst we are all living a very different type of life at the moment, some days can become so repetitive and sometimes
a little bit glum. What better time than now to introduce a fun space to share with our community. We have decided to
help brighten our days with a bit of fun.
We extend an invitation to you to share a joke, and/or a ‘did you know?’ fact. Please feel free to share with Carly via
email:

cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

Here is my favourite motto, with thanks to Charlie Chaplin:

“A day without laughter is a day wasted”

SCHOOL OFFICE
Please note due to Stage 4 restrictions and only skeleton staff being on site, the office staff are
currently working from home and therefore the front desk is not always staffed.
●
If you have questions relating to classroom activities please contact your child’s teacher directly
via email or class Dojo.
●
If having technical issues with Chromebooks or iPads please contact our IT contractor,
Centorrino on 9998 6392.
●
Any office related inquiries please email either Carly, Francine or Sheila.

SCHOOL APP HOUSEKEEPING
A reminder to all families to please ensure you have the Compass App downloaded on your phone to
ensure you are up to date will all message,newsletters and alerts. It is available for both iPhone and
Android phones. This is the only APp the school offices uses to communicate with parents and
families.
Classroom teachers communicate with parents via Class Dojo. Teachers may use this to inform
parents that their child is unwell or has forgotten their lunch.etc or to share photos of classroom
activities and events. Please ensure you check this if contacted by your child’s teacher.

PRAYERS FROM DIFFERENT FAITH COMMUNITIES

REMOTE LEARNING - PERFORMING ARTS
This week for the Performing Arts Drama task the students were asked to create
Australian animal costumes from bits and pieces lying around their house. They all did
an amazing job!

Frilled Neck Lizard
aka Luca F (3/4JF )

Two cute Koalas
aka Samuel G (PLS)
& Aiden G (2AG)

Emu & Possum
aka Marc O (3/4MP)
& Vienna O (PLS)

Frilled Neck Lizard
aka Lenny K (2CK)

REMOTE LEARNING IN PREPS
Our Prep students have been learning about length in Mathematics and were asked to construct a very tall object
using Lego, Mobilo, Dupl, wooden blocks, etc. Then they were asked to write about their construction and mention
what it is and what it does.

REMOTE LEARNING IN PREPS

REMOTE LEARNING IN 1JP
This week in Year 1 the students learnt how to spell words with an 'or' sound, discovered how subtraction and
addition are related, learnt how to solve subtraction problems by 'partitioning' them and using MAB blocks and
listened to the story of Noah's Ark from the Old Testament

Harper B- Religion

Harry W- Spelling
Mason S- Religion

REMOTE LEARNING IN 1JP

Olivia V- Maths
Maya B- Maths

Hugo CMaths

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2DH
During remote learning, the Year 2 students investigated why their parents choose their names. The students then
created a crest to represent their name.

Lexie

Leila

Monica

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2DH

Avery

Ebony

Maja

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4MP
This week in 3/4MP their writing task
involved the students being given a
stimulus picture and they had to create a
story starter or an idea for at least a
paragraph.

The Globe
By Phoenix F
The glow of the globe was blinding . Boom the two brothers
vanished from the room. After a minute, the boys were left in a
cold icy place. “What went wrong?” Sam pulled out his map.
“Oh, we are in the North Pole!!!”
The boys' ran shivering. The coldness pierces the boy's skin like
1000 needles. The boys see something move in the distance, a
person with long ears and stretched out skin. The person looks
at them .
Walking closer, woosh! They fall in a hole leading out and back
into the room with the globe. They were shocked at what had
just happened .

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4MP
The Boy Looking Under the
Bed Writing
By Ruby R
The scuttling noise had disturbed Michael and he’d shot bolt
upright in bed. After taking a deep breath, he flung himself
onto the smooth wooden boards of his bedroom floor and
took a peek…
Under the deeply disturbing bed was a pot but a mysterious
pot. In the pot was a stick. Michael picked up the pot. The
stick grew and grew until it was 6ft long. It grows to be a
talking tree. It walked and talked but the only thing it could
say was….. “I like cats”. But every time he said I like cats it
meant something different. Michael’s reaction was amazed
he didn’t have any friends at school but now at home he had
a talking tree. Before Michael could do anything, Michael
made a bed and gave it some blankets and named it Tory.
Michael was a bit afraid to tell his parents about Tory.

WRITING - DIALOGUE
By Liza H

“Hmmm. Where shall we go this time?” Jeremy asked his brother.
“How about there!?” replied Max excitedly. “We’ve always talked
about going there!”
The brothers both put their fingers on the part of the world they
had chosen, and waited for the magic to happen.
“I wonder if it will be as fun as our last trip,” mused Jeremy, as the
globe began to glow. Suddenly, everything around them started to lift
up into the air as well as Jeremy and Max. Then a blue swirl of smoke
surrounded them and before anyone could even blink, they vanished
into thin air.
“Where are we now?” wondered Jeremy to himself. “Hey! Come look
at this!” Max yelped excitedly, jumping from foot to foot like how you
would react to hot sand on your bare feet. “Come look!” Max kept on
jumping on his feet like a maniac.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4MP
The students completed activities
on The Endeavour and James Cook
and made their own replicas ships
or sketches of the Endeavour.

Mila S

Max A

Tristan K
Charlie A

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
The students completed activities on The Endeavour and James Cook and made their own replicas ships or sketches of the
Endeavour.

Oisin M
Millie S

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
The students completed activities on The Endeavour and James Cook and made their own replicas ships or sketches of
the Endeavour.

Alyssa V

Adriano V

Jasmine H

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
CAPTAIN COOK QUIZ

7. What food did the people on the
Endeavour eat every day?

Milana L created a quiz on the life of
Captain James Cook .
Test your knowledge. You’ll ﬁnd the
answers at the end of the newsletter.

a) Squid

b) Sauerkraut

c) Seaweed

d) Sausages

8. Which part of Australia did Captain Cook
1. What year was Captain Cook born?
a) 1428

b) 1728

c) 1627

d) 1524

2. What year did Captain Cook die?
a) 1770

b) 1778

c) 1781

d) 1779

3. What age was Captain when he
died?
a) 50

b) 56

c) 55

d) 59

4. Where was Captain Cook killed?

map?

a) England b) Australia

a) East Coast

b) West Coast

c) Hawaii

c) Tasmania

d) Adelaide

d) New Zealand

5. Where was Captain Cook's ﬁrst

9. Which animal did Captain Cook ﬁnd in

voyage?

Australia?

a) Australia b) Tahiti

a) Kookaburra

b) Magpie

c) Africa

c) Wombat

d) Kangaroo

d) America

6.What was the name of Captain

10. Who was the scientist on board the

Cook ship?

Endeavour?

a) Express

b) HMS Explorer

a) Isaac Newton

b) Albert Einstein

c) Titanic

d) Endeavour

c) Joseph Banks

d) Charles Darwin

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
Emily M created an amazing word ﬁnd using
words she came across when reading about
Captain James Cook.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6AP
On Monday. we went on an “Excursion”! Mr. P took our class to Parliament House in Canberra. It
was a virtual experience but it still felt like I was there. It was so great it felt like a private tour - no
waiting in lines, no half an hour body search checks and no being escorted by security.
I found it interesting that in the Senate House within their Chamber, they have a red themed
room with red exit signs, but the public’s exit signs are normal which are of course green. Above
the Prime Minister’s chair there is an emu and kangaroo wooden statue, the Coat of Arms.
In the House of Representatives, which has a green theme, there is the Mace which was
presented on 29th November, 1951 which is made out of gold and in every meeting the Mace is
brought into the room by the Sergeant at Arms. There are 2 despatch boxes which were a gift
from King George V and in them, there are religious books, oaths and affirmation forms for the
swearing in of a member.
I say that in 2020, virtual excursions are the best because if we did go to Canberra and were
lucky enough to even have a tour, we would have had to have a half an hour body search and
wait in endless queues with tourists from all over the world. Also, we had our own personal and
familiar tour guide!
Thanks for shouting me the trip to Canberra Mr P!
Bodhi S - 5/6AP

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6AP

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6LC
Students in 5/6 have been focused on learning about Saints Mary Mackillop and Mother Teresa and the qualities they had
which enabled them to do God’s work. In this speciﬁc task students were asked to ﬁnd out about the works of Mother
Teresa and capture their understandings through art.

Tessa H
Marcus B

Mia A

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6LC
During this term students in 5/6 are participating in ‘Literature Circles’ whereby students work collaboratively in small

groups, alongside their teacher, to read and examine/respond to literature in depth to further develop their reading
skills, strategies and ﬂuency. Students within the “Book Club” groups are allocated various tasks that they are
responsible for. One of these tasks is as an “Illustrator” whereby students need to take a scene from the allocated pages
and depict their understanding as an illustration to share and talk to to the group. These are some of the illustrations to
date.

Jacob B ( Nim’s Island)
Hirusha F ( Bridge of Terabithia)

Mia A (Blat Magic)

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6LC

Anthony A ( Nim’s Island)

Isabel D (The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane)

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6TB
The Year 5 & Year 6 students
were using thinking questions
and the research they gathered to
construct
an
informative
paragraph from the perspective
of a fog.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6TB

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6TB

Premier’s Reading Challenge News

THE READING CHALLENGE END DATE HAS CHANGED TO 19TH SEPTEMBER
So far our students have read 646 books! There are 39 days left before the Challenge finishes on the
19th September. The end date has changed due to the pandemic so there are plenty of reading days left to enter
and complete the Challenge.

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the challenge:

Sienna W, Dylan C, Ruby S, Charlotte S, Jackson H, Harper S, Harper B, Jack A,
James B, Anna S, Amy M, Savannah H, Liam V & Alyssa V.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and class to receive your new details.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
●

Click on - Register and log on

●

Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application

●

Click onto - VPRC login

●

Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library or bookstore may not be possible. Here are some tips for students to
help them read more:

●

Re-read favourite books from your home collection.

●

Borrow eBooks from your local library. Libby is a free app (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow
ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or mobile data, or download them for
offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to get started is a library card.
For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax, The

●

Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
●

Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing Online Read Alouds and
Activities.

●

Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.

●

Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.

●

Listen to a David Walliams audio book.

●

Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's Digital Library or ManyBook.net.

●
Storyline online: https://www.storylineonline.net/
●
Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=yo
u+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on

Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills.
We hope all students have fun exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes

TOP 25 FAVOURITE BOOKS READ BY ST. THOMAS STUDENTS
Author

Title

Hunter, Erin

Forest of secrets

Blabey, Aaron

The bad guys

Blabey, Aaron

The bad guys

Harvey, Jacqueline.

Alice-Miranda keeps the beat

Pilkey, Dav

Captain Underpants and the invasion of the incredibly
naughty cafeteria ladies from outer space

Meadows, Daisy

Holly the Christmas fairy

Kinney, Jeff

Diary of a wimpy kid: the ugly truth

Meadows, Daisy

Kylie the carnival fairy

Kinney, Jeff

Diary of a wimpy kid: dog days

Griffiths, Andy

The 13-storey treehouse

Meadows, Daisy

Christina the winter wonderland fairy

Rowling, J.K

Harry Potter & the philosopher's stone

Miles, Ellen.

Kodiak

Do, Anh

WeirDo

Fox, Mem

Where is the green sheep?

Author

Title

Hunter, Erin

Forest of secrets

Eastman, P.D

Flap your wings

Daywalt, Drew

The day the crayons quit

Machell, Dawn

Five little teddy bears splashing in the bath

Blabey, Aaron.

Thelma the unicorn

Rowling, J.K

Harry Potter & the Deathly Hallows

Thorne, Jack

Harry Potter and the cursed child, Parts I & II

Rowling, J.K

Harry Potter & the Order of the Phoenix

Rowling, J.K

Harry Potter & the half-blood prince

Sutherland, Tui

The dark secret

Sutherland, Tui

The hidden kingdom

1. B 2. D 3. A 4. C 5. B 6. D 7. B 8. A 9. D 10. C

