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Dear Families.
Spring is just around the corner. At school the birds are busily building nests
and the trees are starting to blossom. This upcoming weekend looks to be
bringing brilliant weather so please make the most use of the precious one
hour exercise to get outside and enjoy the sunshine.
The general feedback I am receiving from the staff is that the remote learning at
home is going really well at the moment. I’ve been told that some days can be
more challenging than others where motivation maybe an issue. The parents I’ve
spoken to are managing to cope and are thankful for the work the teachers and the support staff are providing. As I am
continually stating, if there are issues that arise please contact your child’s teacher and they will be very understanding. We
are publishing some terriﬁc work samples from the children each week in the newsletter and the teachers are continuing to
award the students Principals Awards on a weekly basis.

REFURBISHMENT UPDATE
Work is continuing on the Mumford Wing albeit a bit slower than originally
anticipated. This week the electricians have been on site setting up the wiring and
the carpenters have begun framing work for the new toilets. The Stage 4
restrictions are being closely adhered to on the worksite with no more than ﬁve
people on site at any one time.

HOUSE TEAM FITNESS CHALLENGE
The House Challenge is on! All you need to do is get moving with your children
and measure how far you go over the course of a week. Most Fitbits and mobile
phones have Apps where you can measure the distance you travel. Send this
information into Mr Wals and he will allocate it to your child’s house team.

VIRTUAL EXCURSIONS
Even though we are in lock down and really can’t visit anywhere our intrepid teachers are still ﬁnding interesting
ways to engage the students in their learning.
Yesterday our Prep students went on a virtual excursion to the Melbourne Museum via ZOOM. They attended the
‘Toybox Tales’ session and examined and learnt about toys through the ages.
Our senior students, to support their Inquiry units, are partaking in virtual tours with guides to signiﬁcant sites in
Canberra. There is no doubting that an actual real tour is so much better but we ﬁnd these virtual excursions and
tours gives the children a different sort of experience and is a great support to their understanding and learning.

VALE ALAN McCARTHY
We received the sad news of the recent passing of Alan McCarthy. Alan was a founding
parishioner of St Thomas the Apostle and was extremely active in the life of our Parish.
From 1988-2006 Alan was our School Accountant and the Parish Accountant from
1988-2012. These roles Alan performed voluntarily. Alan also assisted with many Parish
activities.
The school’s McCarthy Wing - our music rooms and adjoining portable classrooms - were
named in Alan’s honour.
On behalf of the St. Thomas staff and students I would like to pass on our sincere
condolences to Shirley and the McCarthy family. RIP Alan you will be sadly missed.

SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 3
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 24th July. If you would like a
copy of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing ﬁnancial difficulties at this time please
feel free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss you situation.

All of you take care and look after your health
and wellbeing over the next week.

David Delaney
Principal

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
This week saw the ﬁrst of our organised virtual excursions with the
students in Prep attending a live Zoom excursion to the Melbourne
Museum. They learned about toys throughout history and from all
accounts it was very informative and engaging. Next week sees our
Year 5 and Year 6 students also attending a virtual excursion to the
Museum of Australian Democracy. Thank you to the teachers for
organising these excursions, they are certainly a new experience for
our students and one in which I’m sure they learn a lot.

This is the time of year that we implement testing in order to plan for Term 4 student learning.
Families in Years 3 to 6 would have received a letter from me outlining the purpose of this
testing and the importance of ensuring that students are able to engage independently in these
tests. Students have also received an email from me giving them their login details. Testing in
remote learning is not ideal, however this year we have no choice. We ask families to ensure
students are prepared by ensuring their device is fully charged and that they login to their class
Google Meet at their allocated time to complete the test, supervised online by their classroom
teacher. We thank you for your support in ensuring the information that teachers receive from
this testing is valuable for their planning for student learning in Term 4.
This testing is from the University of Melbourne Assessment Research Centre and has been
implemented at St Thomas’ since 2013.

Students are allocated a test colour based on their reading comprehension ability as
demonstrated throughout the year, and the suitability of the content of the texts.
Teachers use their knowledge of the student and their past testing results when allocating
an appropriate level for the student. Following the completion of the tests, teachers are
able to determine growth and set goals for next steps in student learning which is then
transferred to their planning for teaching. This assessment is one piece of the puzzle that
teachers require to plan for Term 4.
Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal, Learning, Teaching & RE

FREE LIVE WEBINAR

LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG FEELING
How to manage meltdowns, tame tantrums, and raise an emotionally intelligent child.
Monday, 7th September 2020 at 8.00pm AEST
Here's the link to register https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/freebies/big-feelings/?vgo_ee=s6HTW8EvChN%2BapNGUPtDC1kjq%2BndkAI0Q09lZwf3CFbk
q3RMtplxVkvtIAEJmKno

DIARY UPDATES
SEPTEMBER
2nd Family Wellbeing Day (Wed)
No remote learning
6th Father’s Day
15th Family Wellbeing Day (Tues)
No remote learning
18th End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm
OCTOBER
4th Daylight savings commences
5th Term 4 commences
30th All Saints Day Mass 9.15am

NOVEMBER
2nd School Closure - Report Writing day
3rd Melbourne Cup - Public Holiday
11th Remembrance Day
17th PEB Meeting
DECEMBER

11th Year 6 Graduation
15th End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm

LOYOLA COLLEGE SURVEY
Loyola College is wanting to gain feedback from families who currently don’t have a direct relationship with the college.
This includes families whose oldest child is in Grade 4 or below plus families who sent or are sending their older children
to a secondary school other than Loyola. If you fall into one of these 2 categories, could you please complete the 2 minute
survey below. Many thanks for your time.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QMDYD5F

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

Due to remote learning Scholastic Book Club has changed our school delivery to home
delivery for Book Club orders. To view the current student catalogue please go to the
following link:
Issue No 6 closes 2nd September 2020 :
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5667/bc-620.pdf
●
●
●
●

Deliveries will be sent directly to students’ homes instead of via the school.
All orders are place via LOOP
$5.99 delivery charge is applied when parents pay online
Rewards on home delivery order is 10%

Any questions please contact your child’s teacher directly.

A NOTE FORM CARLY
Whilst we are all living a very different type of life at the moment, some days can become so repetitive and sometimes a
little bit glum. What better time than now to introduce a fun space to share with our community. We have decided to
help brighten our days with a bit of fun.
We extend an invitation to you to share a joke, and/or a ‘did you know?’ fact. Please feel free to share with Carly via
email:

cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

Here is my favourite motto, with thanks to Charlie Chaplin:

“A day without laughter is a day wasted”

SCHOOL OFFICE
Please note due to Stage 4 restrictions and only skeleton staff being on site, the office staff are
currently working from home and therefore the front desk is not always staffed.
●
If you have questions relating to classroom activities please contact your child’s teacher directly
via email or class Dojo.
●
If having technical issues with Chromebooks or iPads please contact our IT contractor,
Centorrino on 9998 6392.
●
Any office related inquiries please email either Carly, Francine or Sheila.

SCHOOL APP HOUSEKEEPING
A reminder to all families to please ensure you have the Compass App downloaded on your phone to
ensure you are up to date will all message,newsletters and alerts. It is available for both iPhone and
Android phones. This is the only APp the school offices uses to communicate with parents and families.
Classroom teachers communicate with parents via Class Dojo. Teachers may use this to inform parents
that their child is unwell or has forgotten their lunch.etc or to share photos of classroom activities and
events. Please ensure you check this if contacted by your child’s teacher.

Student Competition
We are holding a student competition to create a video, a piece of artwork or writing about bullying and cyber safety.
We would love students to be creative with this as they will be shared with parents, teachers, their peers or students in
other year levels. Time to get your thinking hats on!

You will need to decide who you are creating the video/artwork for. Choose one of these audiences (category)●
parents
●
teachers
●
peers
●
students in other year levels (please specify which Year level)
Decide on what the important messages are that your audience need to know about bullying and cyber safety. Time to
get your thinking hats on!

The judges will be looking for ●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Adherence/Appropriateness to Theme
Uniqueness of Concept
Originality
Clarity of Expression
Humour
Creativity
Innovative Way of Delivering Message

All entries will be assessed against the above criteria and shortlisted according to audience category.
Then we will give the students and community the opportunity to vote to decide the winner in each category.
Your entry can focus on how to respond to bullying (online or not) or what bullying is and the types of behaviour
that are not acceptable.
Videos must be no longer than 3 minutes in total, Artwork must be no bigger than an A3 piece of paper and Writing
Pieces no longer than 500 words.Here is a great resource that you can use to get started Bully Stoppers
Entries will be submitted via email (eSmart@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au) or deliver it in person to the school
office. Entries close on Friday 28th August with the winners being announced during eSmart Week which commences
on Monday 7th September. The winning entries will receive a $30 Rebel Sports Voucher and have their work published
on our school website.

SPECIALIST REMOTE LEARNING - VISUAL ARTS
During Visual Arts students have been exploring how artists use their imaginations to bring the impossible to life in their
artworks. Through seeing how other artists make art by visiting online galleries and playing interactive art games our
students have been immersed into a world of wonder, awe and possibilities.
Here is a sprinkling of their learnings during the remote learning experience.

SPECIALIST REMOTE LEARNING - VISUAL ARTS

REMOTE LEARNING IN PREPS - MELBOURNE MUSEUM
There was great excitement in our Prep classes this afternoon as
the students ventured off to the Melbourne Museum Learning
Lab, via ZOOM, and spent the afternoon with a Melbourne
Museum educator.
This session - Toybox Tales - is related to their history Inquiry.
The children looked at toys from the 1900s onwards, investigating
toys that have been put away over the years in an old toy box and
looking at their features and how they worked.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 1JP
There has been lots of wonderful learning happening in 1JP this week! Jack A had fun playing and beating his dad in the
Dirt Bike Spelling Challenge game. In writing, we cut straight to the problem- Liam B wrote an engaging piece about a
monster in a cupboard. Emilia J, Hamish B, Oliver B and Charlotte H showed that they could solve this week's Maths
problem in many different ways.

Sizzling Start
I opened my cupboard. There was a monster inside my cupboard!
It tried to get me, but I jumped out of the window.
And then the monster jumped through the window too. I got on
my skateboard and my Dad made rockets onit, it went nearly as
fast as a cart!

Liam B

Jack A

Oliver B

REMOTE LEARNING IN 1JP

Emilia J

Hamish B

Charlotte H

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2AG
The Year 2 students had the
opportunity to create a script and
commercial about a product they
would like to sell. This allowed them
to merge the persuasive techniques
they learnt with their creativity!
George S is demonstrating how to
use his rolling pin.
Aaron G’s commercial was about a
Nintendo Switch.
Alessio D’s commercial was about his
new dirtbike helmet.
Imogen M was working hard on her
ﬁtness while demonstrating the
beneﬁts of owning a trampoline.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2AG
This week the students in 2AG started their new writing unit on narratives. The students listened to the story “Where the
Wild Things Are” as an introduction to the unit. Their activity was to then draw their favourite monster from the book and
use interesting adjectives to describe them. They all did an amazing job!

Emilie C

Eden D

Alexander B

Lara V

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2AG

Isaac R

Darcy W

Michael C

Sari R

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
In writing this week the students were asked to

write a paragraph describing how it might feel to
wear a space suit. They could also write about
how it might feel to walk on another planet.

It felt sweaty in the suit. I could taste the hot air, it tasted like a
cookie was burning. It smelt like sweaty socks after a while. It
smelt like smoke when I was on Mars for a very long time. The suit
felt smooth and crispy. The suit was slippery when I got back to
earth. The suit made a crackling sound like crispy chips all the
time. The suit was dazzling because of the sun.

Oisin Mc

Wearing my spacesuit, l felt like I was suffocating, like wearing
ten onesies at once! It was also difficult to move in. Walking onto
the planet I could feel the air gusting past me. Luckily I had my
heavy boots on to stop me floating away! I couldn’t taste or smell
anything because I had a helmet on, but I could see millions of
stars and the red dust of the planet's surface.

Rhys C

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
The astronaut wore a white suit and it was so very

The Planet

thick. It was uncomfortable like having sharp spikes

The suit

digging into your skin and it was as warm as toast. Even

Inside the suit was as hot as lava.

though the suit was uncomfortable, if the hot astronaut

The itchiness was driving me crazy as I wanted to jump out of the suit.

was going to walk on red hot Mars he would have to

Walking on a planet

leave it on.

Every step I took made me slightly fly in the air as there is no gravity.

As I put on my space suit I feel like nothing can stop

It made going too high and landing not hurt.

me! I stepped onto the NASA rocket ship but before I

Jayden C

did I just had to touch the ship. When I did it it felt
glossy but also a bit oily from all the gasses.
We're here on Pluto. I know it's not classified as a
planet anymore but still I came. I don't know why Pluto
is not a planet anymore and when it was forgotten. I
felt the ground, it was grainy, gritty and dusty.

Georgia O'K

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
3, 2, 1……. Blast off!
We only just felt like we blasted off and suddenly we landed with a thump and a

Life on Mars

bump. As I stepped out of the spaceship, I lifted my heavy moon boots and I felt

When you step off the spaceship there is

like each foot weighed 10 kilos each. I was also wearing a puffy white space suit

nothing but silence, darkness and sparkling

which made me look like a polar bear and that made me sweat so much I felt like

stars in the distance.

a melting snowman. Finally on my head, I was wearing a helmet and it was shaped

To go for a walk on Mars, would make you

like a globe of the world. I was trying to take a few steps on Mars which looked

feel light headed, and it would be hard to

like a red, spicy, hot curry and smelt odourless. I wasn’t very good because I

move around, because of the gravity pulling

couldn’t walk normally and I was floating and that made me wibble and wobble so

on your body.

much that I tripped over and guess what happened…….

Milana L

It would be very hot inside the space suit
because of the sun and the weight of the
suit.

Zara M

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
Life on Mars
I think that it would feel uncomfortable wearing a
spacesuit. I would need to wear a spacesuit because I
would float away if I didn't.
I wouldn't be able to smell anything, because the
helmet is very thick and I would feel hot and sweaty
in the space suit.
When I stepped out, all I would see is a pitch black
sky and some little stars twinkling.
I would hear nothing, but the other crew members
talking because I am way too high to hear anything
from earth.

It's hot and sweaty in my space outfit and really weird being on Mars.
This might sound very weird, but I miss being so cold that you think you
might die because you are so cold. These years I have been so hot I just
really miss it and when I go back to earth it's going to be summer! I just
can't win!!! I'm sick of eating potatoes. But I should think about the
good things in life, like this amazing trip I got to go on.

Alexia M
Grace A

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
For their Inquiry unit the students in 3/4AP are learning about the history of Indigenous Australians. They could choose
from a range of activities - making a kinship tree including the names of their family and close friends, making a puppet
to retell the story of ‘How the Kangaroo Got It’s Pouch’ or decorate their own didgeridoo. .

Zac T

Laurence D’A

Jasmine H

Danika C

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
The students in 3/4AP were very creative with their Indigenous art pieces

Rhys C

Georgia O'K

Isabelle M

Zac T

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4AP
The students in 3/4AP were very creative with their
Indigenous art pieces and Minecraft creations.

Zara M

Adriano V - Minecraft map of
Australia
Milana L

Alexia M

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4MP
Students were asked to write a paragraph about something that was scary, using descriptive words and their
imagination.

Bad Luck at the Beach
Wow look at the glamorous turquoise water, Tyler thought to himself. In a split second, Tyler was in the warm clear water paddling out
to sea. He had bolted down the hot sandy path he could feel the souls of his feet peeling away, that's how hot it was. He was
sleeping on his board, the sun was tanning him to a crisp but the air smelt of fish and for some reason he had a feeling of doom in
the pit of his stomach. Suddenly he woke up and looked around and saw a bunch of hungry bull sharks circling him ready for a feast.
Tyler noticed they had teeth marks on them and it made him think perhaps they got in a battle with vicious tiger sharks. Sweating and
heart beating Tyler started to panic. Moments later a bull shark leapt out of the water and splashed him. Then they were all jumping
but the last one, the mightiest of them all, burst out of the water and swallowed Tyler and his board whole.

Mikey B

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4MP
Out of the Darkness

The Dragon

Out of the darkness, over the hill a huge strange

Out of the darkness over the hill came a bright,

black object appeared. All of a sudden it went

yellow, mysterious creature with navy blue horns

silent, then there was a big loud roar. The power

sticking out of his watermelon sized head. He

went down and the power lines caught on fire.

had an extremely long pointy sharp tail and

The city lights were all off, it was complete

pearly white rock hard teeth that lit up the

darkness. The Fire Brigade were on their way to

gloomy, eerie night. He had knife sharp spikes

the incident when the Storm King threw the fire

on his stiff strong back. He had a bright red ring

truck up into the dark night sky. The truck hit a

tongue, bright baby blue eyes and miniature

plane mid air and caused a massive fiery

blue freckles on his skin. Was he evil or not?

explosion that lit up the night sky like fireworks.

Max A

Ciara J

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4MP
In Mathematics, for location and mapping, the students in 3/4MP were asked to make their own grid map of a town, and
then write directions to get from one part of town to another using compass directions and the grid reference.

Tristan K

Addison H

Kalina K

Kiara S

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6AP
The students in 5/6Ap have been busy writing book reviews of their favourite books. Here a just a few….

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6AP

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6AP

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6AP

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6LC
The Year 5 and 6 students have been learning problem solving strategies involving multiplication and division of two and
three digit numbers. To show their understandings the students are asked to upload photos of all their workings. These
are some samples from students in 5/6LC.

Hirusha F

Elly W

Jacob G

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6LC

James G

Mason W
Mia A

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6TB
The Year 5/6 students learnt
about voting in Australia and
how preferential voting works.
Here is a summary of what they
learnt.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6TB

Premier’s Reading Challenge News

THE READING CHALLENGE END DATE HAS
CHANGED TO 19TH SEPTEMBER
So far our students have read 680 books! There are 25 days left before
the Challenge finishes on the 19th September. The end date has
changed due to the pandemic so there are plenty of reading days left to
enter and complete the Challenge.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and class to receive your new
details. Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
●

Click on - Register and log on

●

Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application

●

Click onto - VPRC login

●

Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library or bookstore may not be possible. Here are some tips for students to
help them read more:

●

Re-read favourite books from your home collection.

●

Borrow eBooks from your local library. Libby is a free app (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow
ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or mobile data, or download them for
offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to get started is a library card.
For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax, The

●

Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
●

Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing Online Read Alouds and
Activities.

●

Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.

●

Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.

●

Listen to a David Walliams audio book.

●

Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's Digital Library or ManyBook.net.

●
Storyline online: https://www.storylineonline.net/
●
Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=yo
u+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on

Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills.
We hope all students have fun exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes

