ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North 3088

Dear Families.

Welcome to another week of remote learning. We had the cheering news that spring
has arrived accompanied by beautiful days. I hope you all are getting a good dose of
vitamin D each day and enjoying this glorious weather after last week’s storm and
contaminated water saga.
We are still uncertain about how and when normal school will return. The Premier is
set to announce this hopefully on Sunday. I suspect that similar to last time it will be
a staggered start back to school and we will have to have similar staggered drop off
and pick up times and areas. This is speculation at this time but hopefully we will
receive clariﬁcation on Sunday.
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WELLBEING DAY
Yesterday was our second “Wellbeing Day” during this Stage 4 lockdown. I hope you had the opportunity to relax and
have some quality family time without the added pressure of supervising the remote learning classes. Our hard
working teachers were grateful for the opportunity to spend this valuable time catching up with students’ corrections
and giving feedback, planning, professional reading and research for upcoming Term 4 units.

BUSH SCHOOL VISITOR
On Tuesday we had a special guest pay a visit to our Bush School. Unfortunately he mustn’t
have read our school newsletter as he found out too late that our students were remote
learning and unable to have a chat with him. He sends his regards to all our students and
after a quick tour of the Bush School area, which he approved of, and a quick peek at the
Prep building refurbishment area he went on his way.

REMOTE LEARNING UPDATE
Teachers and parents are still telling me that the remote learning program in most instances is going well. I fully
understand that there are times when motivation from both students and parents may be low but we are soldiering on.
Please ensure the children keep their meets and engage with their teachers. The group work and scheduled social catch
ups are essential to keep that connectedness to the school and their classmates. Hang in there hopefully not too much
longer. We are very thankful for the support and encouragement the families are giving the school and even a little
positive recognition of the amazing work the staff are doing really brightens their day.

To our parents …...

REFURBISHMENT UPDATE
The footpath between the church car park and the school has been replaced as it
was quite hazardous. The electricians have been busy roughing in their necessary
wires and the plumbers have started in the new toilet block. We are still on track
for a late November completion of the Mumford Wing refurbishment..

SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 3
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 24th July. If you would like a
copy of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

If any families are experiencing ﬁnancial difficulties at this time please
feel free to contact
me on 9434 4565 to discuss you situation.

Take care of yourselves, look after your health and wellbeing over the next week and hopefully
we will have more clarity on Sunday.

Wishing all our St Thomas fathers, grandfathers and special
people in the lives of our students a Happy Father’s Day 2020.
It will no doubt be different due to Stage 4 restrictions
however I’m sure it will be just as special and memorable.

David Delaney
Principal

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION AT ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE
Message from Pope Francis
The Vatican has published the Pope’s annual message for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.
He says,
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Each year, particularly since the publication of the Encyclical Laudato Si’ (LS, 24 may 2015), the ﬁrst day
of September is celebrated by the Christian family as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation and the beginning of the
Season of Creation, which concludes on the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi on the fourth of October. During this period,
Christians worldwide renew their faith in the God of creation and join in prayer and work for the care of our common home.
I am very pleased that the theme chosen by the ecumenical family for the celebration of the 2020 Season of Creation is Jubilee
for the Earth, precisely in this year that marks the ﬁftieth anniversary of Earth Day. In the Holy Scriptures, a Jubilee is a sacred
time to remember, return, rest, restore, and rejoice.
Let us all rejoice that our loving Creator sustains our humble efforts to care for the earth, which is also God’s home where his
Word “became ﬂesh and lived among us” (Jn 1:14) and which is constantly being renewed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
“Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth” (cf. Ps 104:30)

Here is a link to the whole message for you to read. Pope Francis
talks about this Jubilee giving us the opportunity to remember,
return, rest, restore and rejoice. These times of lockdown give us the
opportunity to focus on what is important in our lives, let us make
Caring for Creation a priority in our lives.
Here is a prayer especially for the season of creation that you might
like to pray together with your family.
The annual Season of Creation begins on 1 September, the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation and ends on 4th October, the
feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. It is an ecumenical initiative
promoted by Pope Francis who believes this is a season of ‘increased
prayer and
effort on behalf of our common home’ and ‘for letting our prayer be
inspired anew by closeness to nature, which spontaneously leads us
to give thanks to God the Creator’ (Francis 2019). Perhaps this year
we can pray with creation, in our gardens, our local park or
contemplating the stars as we ‘...rediscover our vocation as children
of God, brothers and sisters,and stewards of creation’ (Francis
2019).

SUPPORTING TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL
This year we are offering our current and new families the opportunity to
engage in an online session with Carley McGauran, a child psychologist who ran
the cyber safety information session for parents back in Term 1 this year. It is
targeted towards parents who have children starting school next year, however
I am also aware that some of our current families might like to engage in this
session to learn how to support their child to transition back to the school
environment.
The details are as follows Starting School Prep Transition - How your family can thrive, not just survive
Date: Thursday 15th October
Time: 7:30pm
Here is the link for to register for the webinar:
www.bit.ly/sttaprep

SUPPORTING TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL (cont)
Once registered (with an email and ﬁrst name), you will be emailed a link to the webinar. You will also receive a reminder
email 15 min before the webinar begins. The following day, you will receive a link to access the replay. Therefore we
recommend even if parents are unable to attend the live webinar, you register to ensure you can access the replay.
Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal, Learning, Teaching & RE

LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG FEELINGS - FREE LIVE WEBINAR
LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG FEELING
How to manage meltdowns, tame tantrums, and raise an emotionally intelligent
child.
Monday, 7th September 2020 at 8.00pm AEST
Here's the link to register https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/freebies/big-feelings/?vgo_ee=s6HTW8EvChN%2BapNGU
PtDC1kjq%2BndkAI0Q09lZwf3CFbkq3RMtplxVkvtIAEJmKno

DIARY UPDATES
SEPTEMBER
6th Father’s Day
15th Family Wellbeing Day (Tues)
No remote learning
18th End of Term 3. Finish at 1.00pm

NOVEMBER
2nd School Closure - Report Writing day
3rd Melbourne Cup - Public Holiday
11th Remembrance Day
17th PEB Meeting

OCTOBER
4th Daylight savings commences
5th Term 4 commences
30th All Saints Day Mass 9.15am

DECEMBER

11th Year 6 Graduation
15th End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm

LOYOLA COLLEGE SURVEY
Loyola College is wanting to gain feedback from families who currently don’t have a direct relationship with the college.
This includes families whose oldest child is in Grade 4 or below plus families who sent or are sending their older children
to a secondary school other than Loyola. If you fall into one of these 2 categories, could you please complete the 2 minute
survey below. Many thanks for your time.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QMDYD5F

PARISH LEVIES
Thank you to all the families who have responded to the reminder letter sent out recently regarding the payment of the
Parish Levy. As you are aware this letter was sent out via Compass this year and it seems to have been lost amongst all
the other notiﬁcations, newsletters and messages that you receive.
We understand that some families may be having difficulties paying the levy during these uncertain times. Please do not
hesitate to contact Fr Rigo Steven.Rigo@cam.org.au or Lisa in the Parish Office greensboroughnorth@cam.org.au
to discuss.
We have also received 2 payments with the following references and I am unable to allocate them to a family. Could you
please contact Lisa on 9434 7373 if you recognise one of these payments as being yours:
1.
2.

14th August 2020 -BankVic reference: 148006 $150.00
17th August 2020 - Mr Graeme Richard $150.

Thank you
Lisa Leahy
Parish Secretary

A NOTE FORM CARLY
Whilst we are all living a very different type of life at the moment, some days can become so repetitive and sometimes a
little bit glum. What better time than now to introduce a fun space to share with our community. We have decided to
help brighten our days with a bit of fun.
We extend an invitation to you to share a joke, and/or a ‘did you know?’ fact. Please feel free to share with Carly via
email:

cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

Here is my favourite motto, with thanks to Charlie Chaplin:

“A day without laughter is a day wasted”

SCHOOL OFFICE
Please note due to Stage 4 restrictions and only skeleton staff being on site, the office staff are
currently working from home and therefore the front desk is not always staffed.
●
If you have questions relating to classroom activities please contact your child’s teacher directly
via email or class Dojo.
●
If having technical issues with Chromebooks or iPads please contact our IT contractor,
Centorrino on 9998 6392.
●
Any office related inquiries please email either Carly, Francine or Sheila.

SCHOOL APP HOUSEKEEPING
A reminder to all families to please ensure you have the Compass App downloaded on your phone to
ensure you are up to date will all message,newsletters and alerts. It is available for both iPhone and
Android phones. This is the only APp the school offices uses to communicate with parents and families.
Classroom teachers communicate with parents via Class Dojo. Teachers may use this to inform parents
that their child is unwell or has forgotten their lunch.etc or to share photos of classroom activities and
events. Please ensure you check this if contacted by your child’s teacher.

SPECIALIST REMOTE LEARNING - PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The students have been participating in many warm up exercises, workouts, dance, yoga, physical games and activities to
enjoy and keep up their physical ﬁtness. It has been great to see many photos and videos of the student’s workouts, and
how they have used the space around them to complete the activities. During the week the students started with a warm
up, following ‘Coach Joe’ then played ‘Flip a Coin’ to choose the exercise they would complete. Many students have
enjoyed the variety of dance with Mr Ralph and following the yoga routines with Cosmic Kids. The 30 day ﬁtness
challenge is an optional activity, and some of the students have begun the simple daily exercises to follow in the
challenge.

SPECIALIST REMOTE LEARNING - PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SPECIALIST REMOTE LEARNING - PHYSICAL EDUCATION

REMOTE LEARNING - PREPS
In the Prep classes the students have been working really hard on their writing. They have been trying to form their
letters correctly, use uppercase and lowercase letters in the right places and use punctuation to create sentences. They
have had fun writing about ‘On the Weekend’, my perfect pet, my favourite toys and creating their own writing topics.

REMOTE LEARNING - PREPS
More amazing samples from our hard working Prep students.

REMOTE LEARNING IN PREPS
and still more samples…..

REMOTE LEARNING IN PREPS
And yet more amazing work!

REMOTE LEARNING IN 1FL

Alyssa V can solve a multiplication
Problem using six different strategies.

Orlando
C
can
tally
the
grandparent interviews of what
toys and games they played with
when they were young.

Ava B knows what the holy
objects are in our church and
their signiﬁcance.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 1FL
Task -write a sizzling start with sound and action.
“Wooo Hooo!” I love doing tricks on my new skateboard. Going down the
ramp makes me feel excited. Lots of practise makes me a champion.
Leo M

“Woooo!” The wind is blowing on my hair. It was very cold and strong but
I could see everything. I saw houses that looked tiny.
Romina F

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2DH
As part of our persuasive writing unit,
the Year 2 students were required to
create a TV commercial. They had to
select a product, write a script and
create a backdrop. Once they did this
they had to video themselves.
Indi P made a fabulous commercial on
QV products. She sent her video to QV
and they were so impressed that they
sent her a big basket of QV products.
We are super proud of Indi!

Indi P

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2DH
The Year 2 students in 2DH drew some great
setting pictures for their narratives and then
wrote some terriﬁc descriptions to describe
their settings.
We are really looking forward to the students
including their setting descriptions in their
narratives. Stay tuned!

Adele A
Layla A

Lexie W

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2DH

Charlotte S

Gabriel V

Charlotte S
Charlotte S

Gabriel V

REMOTE LEARNING IN 2DH

Chris G
Maya K
Andrew F

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4JF
The Year 3/4 students have been learning about Indigenous Australian History. The students have enjoyed a variety of
activities including making Aboriginal dot paintings, learning about Aboriginal symbols used in artwork, learning about
the Rainbow Serpent and recreating their own designs.

Luca's amazing Minecraft
map of Australia

Mia’s Rock
painting

Jessica's Indigenous
Artwork

Max's Didgeridoo

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4JF
The students’ favourite task this week appears to has been making damper, which the
Aboriginal people made thousands of years ago, by crushing up native seeds.

Alessia L
Marco P
Courtney T

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4JF

Bailey B

Eloise B

Benjamin K

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4RS
The Year 3/4 students in 3/4RS have also been learning about Indigenous Australian History. The students have enjoyed
a variety of activities including making Aboriginal dot paintings, learning about Aboriginal symbols used in artwork,
learning about the Rainbow Serpent and recreating their own designs.

Natalie B

Sian N
Benjamin K

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4RS
The students looked like they
had a lot of fun learning about
the Rainbow Serpent and the
didgeridoo and recreating their
own designs and artwork.
They have done an amazing
job!

Ava P

Layla T

Cameron K

Lucas D’A

Marco P

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4RS
A passage about what happened to the stolen generation. The stolen girl took the keys and opened the
door of the children’s home to ﬁnd her way home.

The Stolen Girl
The door swings open and she takes her first step towards home. I am
nervous because I am on my own. I will try to remember the way home.
When the men brought me here, I hope I will see my mum. I am
running because I don't want to be caught again but then I'm running so
fast I fell on my face and I got a blood nose. I am crying so hard
someone heard me. Then they came to help me because I am hurt a lot.
I don’t have a tissue so he lent me one. I said to him I am lost. Can you
help me get home? I got stolen by someone at the supermarket .”so do
you want me to take you to the supermarket” said the boy “yes please”
said the girl.
By Natalie B

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4RS
Stolen Girl
I pulled the door with all my might. I bolted as quickly as I could and ran for my life. As I was walking I could feel the hot, brown, sand
on my toes. The night came, it was black and the clouds were grey. There was a storm coming and thunder and lightning striking while
I was walking. Spit, spit the raindrops and thunder came. I was soaking in the rain.I called for help but no one came.
The night past, morning arrived I was sick from last night. I walked slowly, my feet were red raw, like a tomato and I couldn't walk
anymore. I walked near a pond to cool my feet just like mum taught me. I knew someone was looking after me. A few hours later a
shadow flew past me.
Skye, the eagle of mother nature flew past me blessing me. He flew down low. I remember mum teaching me to always follow an
eagles way home. I was running to follow him, I couldn’t feel the pain in my feet, I just knew something good was going to happen.
I finally saw a shack nearby the green trees, I knew I was close to home. I ran and ran and could see my mum working near the river
catching fish for her dinner. I screamed “MUM, MUM”, it's me, I’m home. She turned, dropped her fish, her mouth was wide open and
tears of happiness fell down her face. We hugged each other for five minutes , it was the best moment to see mum. I was home at
last.

by Thomas P

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4RS
Stolen Girl
She looks at all the keys and grabs them. She takes the keys off the
hook with great care not to make a noise, and she unlocks the door,
until she hears someone coming. She runs very fast, like she is in a
race and then trips over a log. She can hear them in the far
distance
and tries to squeeze her foot out from under the log. The girl was so
scared and started to cry because she felt she would never see her
family again. The girl ran and ran and ran just like Forrest Gump,
and there from a distance she saw her home and ran as fast as
she could. She was safe, back home with her mother.
by Matthew B

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4RS
The Stolen Girl
The door opens and she takes her first step to home. There is no
one around, she walks up to the gate as quiet as a mouse. She
opens the gate door. It made a screeching noise and she ran as
quick as a cheetah. She ran to the calm lake. She swam as
quietly but as quickly as a crocodile. She got to the other side and
she could see a path. She couldn’t see what was on the other side
because it was very foggy. So she followed the path and then she
saw something. She saw her mum and she jumped with glee and
she hugged her like a teddy bear
by Billy G

Who am I?
I arrived to Australia as a convict when I
was 15 years old.
I married Thomas and had 8 children.
I made many businesses and became rich.
I helped make the Bank of NSW.
My image is on the $20 note.
I died in 1855.
I am Mary…

Thanks Billy for your Who am I? Question. See if you know
the answer. You’ll ﬁnd it at the back of the newsletter.

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6MW
Reading Visualisation - Students in 5/6MW were asked to select a sentence of passage that stands out to them as being
interesting or well written and illustrate the picture that they develop their mind.

Sophie V
Tahlia K

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6MW
Reading Visualisation - Students in 5/6MW were asked to select a sentence of passage that stands out to them as being
interesting or well written and illustrate the picture that they develop their mind.

Ethan N

Ava A

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6RD
This week the Year 5/6 students participated in a virtual incursion led by the Museum of
Democracy Australia of Old Parliament House situated in Canberra. The incursion covered
the history and importance of this beautiful building and its rooms, we learnt about
important aspects of voting and our parliament and historical events and ﬁgures. It was a
fun interactive session for the students! Sadly, we couldn’t visit Old Parliament House as a
planned part of our camp experience but we certainly enjoyed this virtual learning
experience!
Here are some reﬂections from Year 5/6RD students:

I enjoyed the virtual incursion of Old Parliament House! It
was interesting that there was a secret way of spying on the
Prime Minister while he was in his office! In the whole
building, there are 900 clocks that would flash to let Members
of Parliament know when it was time to vote. It was amazing
how the tour guide was walking into different rooms using a
green screen. It looked so REAL!
By Julian K

On the 1st of September we had an incursion and
virtually saw the Old Parliament House in Canberra. It
was fun and entertaining as we got to see many new
things we have never seen before. My favourite part
was when they showed us all the suites and chambers.
I learnt that the carpet was the same colour for each
room and jobs assigned. Overall I enjoyed the incursion
and had lots of fun learning new things about
Parliament, it was just a really cool ‘virtual’ experience.
By Isaac N

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6RD
Old Parliament House Incursion Reﬂection
The things we liked about the incursion were that we could see in every room and look around. In the first part of the incursion we
looked at a statue of King George. Then we went to the Senate Chamber and we saw a chair that only the Queen and her
representative, the Governor General, could sit in and also where Prince Philip sat and what they said when they first visited Old
Parliament House. Then we went to the Control Room. The Control Room is where the person controls each speaker’s microphone.
We heard about the first speech through radio and how we now also receive parliament news through social media and online.
After that we went to the Chamber Room and talked about how people don’t just say what they want and have to take turns. Then we
talked about what we could do, as citizens, if we don’t like laws that are passed. We could actively protest or spread the word. The
incursion leader talked about peaceful protests and non-violent ones. You could walk around on the streets in big groups of people
without being annoying to others.
It was a fun experience to look around and learn about Old Parliament House!

By Justine W and Connor C 😀🐨🦙

REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6RD
Canberra
On Tuesday we went on a virtual tour of Old Parliament House. We saw the House of Representatives Chamber, the Senate
Chamber, where the Prime Minister sits and heaps more cool things! I loved learning about the Senate Chamber and the
House of Representatives. The Senate Chamber is all red, the carpet, the seats and parts of the table. The House of
Representatives Chamber is all green, the carpet, the seats and parts of the table.
I also loved seeing where the Prime Minister sits and works. Did you know that there is a spy hole in the wall of the office?
Other people that worked in Old Parliament House could peek through the hole to see if the Prime Minister was busy or not, if
they needed to talk to him. When we were doing the virtual tour, I realised that there were a lot of clocks. In some rooms there
were 4 clocks, in the whole building there were 900 clocks! The clocks tell the time but they also flash. The meaning of when
the clocks flash is to tell people in the building when they need to go to vote. The virtual tour was a really great experience and
informative, and I would love to visit Old Parliament House in real life one day!
By Paige T

Premier’s Reading Challenge News

THE READING CHALLENGE END DATE HAS
CHANGED TO 19TH SEPTEMBER
So far our students have read an amazing 761 books! There are 17 days
left before the Challenge finishes on the 19th September. The end
date has changed due to the pandemic so there are plenty of reading days
left to enter and complete the Challenge.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and class to receive your new
details. Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge Student login details
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
●

Click on - Register and log on

●

Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application

●

Click onto - VPRC login

●

Put in username and password

More information for school students and parents taking part in the Challenge:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/school-students-parents.aspx

We understand that it is a difficult time and trips to the library or bookstore may not be possible. Here are some tips for students to
help them read more:

●

Re-read favourite books from your home collection.

●

Borrow eBooks from your local library. Libby is a free app (https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm) where you can borrow
ebooks and digital audiobooks from your public library. You can stream books with Wi-Fi or mobile data, or download them for
offline use and read anytime, anywhere. All you need to get started is a library card.
For young children, search YouTube for 'read a picture book', and listen to dozens of children's books like The Lorax, The

●

Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Rainbow Fish.
●

Watch your favourite authors read their books at The Big List of Children’s Authors Doing Online Read Alouds and
Activities.

●

Watch astronauts on the Space Station read children's books at Storytime from Space.

●

Stream videos of authors reading children's books with illustrations at Storyline Online.

●

Listen to a David Walliams audio book.

●

Download a free classic children's or young adult's book from International Children's Digital Library or ManyBook.net.

●
Storyline online: https://www.storylineonline.net/
●
Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=yo
u+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on

Reading is more important than ever to develop literacy skills.
We hope all students have fun exploring the wider world and new exciting places without leaving their homes

The $20 note features Mary Reibey (1777-1855) who became a successful shipping magnate and
philanthropist.

