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Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

DHHS policies relating to schools and COVID–19 are constantly being updated. As per discussions 

this morning we wish to advise parents of the following: 

 

 If a member of your family has been tested for COVID-19 - all students/siblings must remain 

at home until a negative test result is obtained.  

 

 If a child/staff member is unwell (fever, runny nose, sore throat, stomach ache, headache etc) 

they should be tested and remain at home until they have a negative test and are 100% fit 

again. 

 

 If your are contacted to collect your child from school because they are unwell you are request-

ed to also collect sibling/siblings. It is recommended that all should be COVID tested and            

remain at home until they have a negative test result and are 100% fit again. 

 

Please note if your child is prone to, or has hay fever, please administer their 

medication before school or provide the school with the required medication and 

permission forms and we will administer it as required.                

Hooray!  We’re finally out of lockdown, or getting closer 

to it. 

A full week of school attendance this week allowed the 

children to settle in and be very productive in relation to 

their school work.  The  students had their first virtual 

buddies session and they were all still chatting about the 

fun they had last week for Book Week. 

Tomorrow is World Teacher’s Day. If ever there has been 

a year that they should be recognised for the amazing 

COVID-19 SAFE PRACTICES REMINDER  

Reminder  -  school closure days on Monday, 2nd November for report                      

writing and Tuesday,  3rd November for the Melbourne Cup. 
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On Monday our senior students caught up with their junior school buddies through the use of tech-

nology. The children interacted with each other and completed a remote activity together. It was 

amazing to see over one hundred children talking to each other at the same time and the skills the 

younger students have developed during the remote learning period. Hopefully they will get the    

opportunity to meet up in person in the not too distant future. 

BUDDIES CATCH UP 

Every four years the school undertakes a thorough review process both internally and with an exter-

nal reviewer. This was our turn this year and following is an extract from the school reviewer’s re-

port back to the community post review. The Catholic Education Melbourne and the school staff are 

now in the process of developing a School Improvement Plan for the next four years based on the 

reviewer’s recommendations. 

 

Executive Summary 

The review finds that St Thomas’s School is experiencing significant change as it strives to improve 

student learning and outcomes.  A renewed school vision, to be guided by the Spirit to empower ex-

cellence and life-long learners who make a difference in the world, has been developed collaborative-

ly.  A structured approach to change management is centred on improving teachers’ capacity for 

powerful teaching. The school’s Catholic identity is clearly proclaimed in the faith dimension of the 

curriculum, prayer and celebration that focuses on the Catholic tradition and the role of faith in life 

and culture. A priority is placed on students’ pastoral and learning needs, within a culture of high 

expectations. Parents value St Thomas’s orientation to families, improvements in communication 

and sense of regeneration evident across the school.   

The impetus for change has been driven by the need to improve student outcomes. A new principal 

and a restructured leadership team are committed to developing a collaborative culture. A whole 

school approach has been taken to professional learning which is classroom-embedded, challenges 

long held beliefs and raises standards and expectations.  Leadership is attuned to the need to em-

power teachers to use evidence to improve teaching and learning.  Effective instructional leadership  

SCHOOL REVIEW 
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will be critical to establishing and monitoring conditions where trust is a cornerstone of all rela-

tionships, feedback improves practice and shared understanding creates coherence.   

The school is to be commended on its response to the challenges created by the 2019 pandemic, 

with scant time to prepare. Leaders, educators and support staff have demonstrated their collective      

responsibility and collaborated most effectively to implement engaging and differentiated learning 

activities for remote learning.  

The review finds that St Thomas’s is now at a pivotal stage of school improvement.  Key to develop-

ing an evidence-based learning culture will be collaborative cycles of inquiry that identify patterns 

in student assessment and achievement and a performance and development cycle, with access to           

regular and effective feedback. The school’s vision and mission should permeate the school and      

underpin its Catholic identity.  Students recognise their teachers’ high expectations of them and 

are developing their mind sets as learners. Empowering students to be critical thinkers and prob-

lem-solvers is providing a clear purpose for learning and teaching and a constant point of reference               

to drive improvement. Consistency and professional collaboration should propel positive transfor-

mation and change at St Thomas’s. As the school engages in the process of strategic thinking and 

planning, manifesting in the development of its School Improvement Plan for the next four years, 

the reviewer recommends that the school cultivates instructional leadership, improves teachers’ 

capacity for powerful teaching and develops resilient and animated learners. 

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES  

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 4 

School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 16th October, If you would like a 

copy of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following: 

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel 

free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation.  All discussions 

with myself will in a confidential manner. 

 

Enjoy the extended break this weekend and we look forward to the children returning 

on Wednesday. The next few weeks at school normally fly as we move into the season 

of Advent. We are aiming to be do a lot of celebrating with the children throughout 

the remainder of the term. 

David Delaney 

Principal 
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UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020 

2021 TERM DATES  

 
 

Term 1 
27th January - 1st April 

(Students return 28th January) 
 

Easter - 2nd April - 5th April 
 

Term 2 
19th April - 25th June 

 

Term 3 
12th July - 17th September 

 

Term 4 
4th October - 17th December 

OCTOBER 
 

30th    All Saints Day- Liturgy 9.15am 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

1st All Saints Day 

2nd  School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 All Souls Day 

3rd     Melbourne Cup - Public Holiday 

11th   Remembrance Day 

          Prep Orientation - Session 1  

17th   PEB Meeting 

18th    Prep Orientation - Session 2  

25th    Prep Orientation - Session 3  

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

7th   Ipad collection day all Year 6 students 

11th   Year 6 Graduation 

15th   End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 
 

The Parish Education Board (PEB) AGM will be held next Tuesday, 17th November, at 7.00pm in the 

staffroom. We are looking for new board members to join this advisory board to help steer the school 

over the next twelve months. If you are considering nominating for the board or have any questions 

please feel free to contact me. 

PARISH EDUCATION BOARD (PEB) AGM 

WEDNESDAY’S  LOCK IN 

Yesterday the students were able to practice an 

actual  ‘lock in’  situation at school. We had a 

couple of furry intruders, pictured at right, who 

were roaming the school grounds. For the safety 

of the staff and students we were instructed to go 

into ‘lock in’ mode and remain in our offices 

and classrooms until our visitors had been           

collected and moved back to the local gorge    

area. ‘Lock in’ occurred during class time so no 

valuable recess break time was lost! 
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St Thomas’ recently participated in National 

eSmart Week. A student competition was held 

and the judges were very impressed with all of 

the entries by our students. Thank you to all 

of the students who submitted entries; they 

were very creative and informative.  

 

The winning entries were submitted by: 

 Jack A (1JP) 

 Harrison G (5/6AP) 

 Nathan L (5/6RD).  

 

These entries were chosen because they were 

all very different from each other and had a 

very  important message for their audience 

regarding bullying and cybersafety.   

 

Harrison’s poster was about a great strategy 

to deal with issues.  

Nathan created a fantastic video with some 

great strategies to address issues for students. 

Jack created a cyber safety activity. 

 

The boys were presented with their Certificate 

of Excellence awards yesterday. We are very 

proud of their success. 

eSMART COMPETITION WINNERS 
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VIRTUAL BUDDIES 

Our students in Prep and Year  1 

were very excited to have the op-

portunity to meet up with their 

buddies in Years 5 and 6 for their 

first virtual buddy session. 
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VIRTUAL BUDDIES 
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BOOK WEEK AUTHOR VISIT— ANNA WALKER   

The students in Prep to Year 2 had a wonderful author/illustrator               

session with Anna Walker. Anna is an award winning author/illustrator 

of many picture books. Her most recent being Lottie and Walter. Her          

illustrations are beautiful, created by using watercolour, pencil and            

collage. Anna encouraged the students to create some beautiful illustra-

tions of their own. 
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BOOK WEEK VISITOR — BEN WOOD ILLUSTRATOR 

The Year 3 -Year 6 students participated in 

a virtual session with illustrator  Ben Wood. 

Ben is the illustrator of the Real Pigeons 

junior fiction series. “ His lively illustrations 

reflect his love for graphic novels and       

animation, and really pack a (pigeon) punch 

in the Real Pigeons series”. 
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BOOK WEEK VISITOR — BEN WOOD ILLUSTRATOR 

Thank you to Mrs Michelle Caruana for organising these author/illustrator visits for our students to 

celebrate Book Week. The students had so much fun learning about our visitors and how they create 

and design their illustrations. The students were able to have a go themselves at drawing some inter-

esting characters. Thanks also to Mr P for helping co ordinate the technical side of our Book Week 

visitiors. 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — P LS 

Our Bush School space is named ‘Koorbilli’ meaning kan-

garoo in Wurundjeri. It was part of a larger trail that was 

created along the edge of the oval many years ago. It got 

its name because of the many kangaroos that we would 

find grazing on the fresh oval grass each morning. Yester-

day we had two kangaroos and a joey visit our school 

grounds.  

We started the session today by meeting Billi, our Bush 

School mascot, we read a story book about kangaroos and 

made a beautiful keepsake prayer mat. In the beautiful 

spring weather the children explored the Koorbilli space. 

The boys and girls found many creatures hidden under 

rocks, in the tree bark and amongst the long grasses. They 

drew the indigenous symbol for kangaroo and had a go at 

leaping far and wide like a kangaroo and cooked up some 

delicious treats for Mrs Kalnis and Mrs Sheridan.  
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2DH 

KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — P LS 
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Logan has lots of favourite colours including  blu, 

nero, rosso and arancione. 

PREP 2021 TRANSITION SESSION  - ITALIAN 

Ethan loves the colours blu and verde. 

Bobby and Logan enjoyed their Italian session for 

Prep Transition. Below are their drawings showing 

their favourite colours. 

PREP 2021 TRANSITION SESSION  - BUSH SCHOOL 

Logan also sent in a picture of the face he created 

for his Bush School task. He collected items from his              

garden to  create a face as Mrs Kalnis instructed. 

Great job Logan! It looks like you had a lot of fun at 

Bush School. 
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Isla had a lovely time performing for 

her family. 

 

 

Spiderman Logan loves spinning a web. 

PREP 2021 TRANSITION SESSION  - PERFORMING ARTS 

Jacob is so excited to start Prep at St Thomas next year and he loved performing for his 

family as the Transformer ‘Optimus Prime’. He loved this Performing  Arts activity. 

On Monday our Prep 2021 enrolments participated in their third Transition to School session which 

was Performing Arts with Ms Libby Wilhelm. She introduced herself to the students and explained 

what the students did in Performing Arts and asked them to be very creative by making a backdrop 

and performing a short act for their family. 

 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

PREP 2021 TRANSITION SESSION #4 - VISUAL ARTS 

Harper loves Halloween. 

We love Benjamin’s choice of colours and technique!  

Sotiria made many of her favourite things 

using playdoh. 

This week’s Prep Transition Session was Visual Arts. The Prep 2021 students met Mrs Viviana           

Massara and she described what Art is all about. Mrs Massara is looking forward to teaching, learn-

ing, exploring, creating and making art with all of them next year. In the meantime she asked them 

to create a piece of art that describes them and their favourite things. They have certainly been very 

creative. 

James drew a picture of his mobile car                        

and a big tree.   

Isla  loves apples and bananas. She likes 

drawing fruit like Mrs Massara 
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