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Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

I believe we all welcomed the lifting of restrictions last Sunday. 

Further easing of restrictions are expected later in the month. We 

will however continue to exercise safe practices here at school 

through providing sanitiser, the staff wearing masks and social          

distancing. Our COVID-19 plan is still in place and will continue to 

do so until we are instructed otherwise. Victoria and especially  

Melbourne have done a great job over the last months to reduce the 

active cases and the last thing we want to do is jeopardise this by 

being negligent in our behaviours. We are now exploring our options 

for a number of celebratory events between now and the end of the 

year. 

This week we celebrated NAIDOC Week in our classrooms with  

various activities. 

Yesterday we acknowledged Remembrance Day. At 11.00am the school stopped for a minutes        

silence . The children also watched a short presentation on why we honour Remembrance Day and 

acknowledge the people who have served our country and ensured Australia remained safe. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY — 11TH NOVEMBER 
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PREP 2021 ORIENTATION 

Yesterday we welcomed our Prep 2021 students to St Thomas  for their first on site orientation ses-

sion. The children appeared nervous and excited at the same time. Due to COVID-19 restrictions we 

had to limit their time on site however their parents did enjoy the coffee truck that was parked           

outside. They had a wonderful session in the library. They were taken on a tour of the school and  

visited the gymnasium, library, playground, Kooribilli Bush School and the highlight of their visit 

the chickens! We look forward to the Prep 2021 children visiting us again next Wednesday for              

Session 2. 

PFM 

PFM 

PJP 

PJP 

PJP 

SCHOOL FEES 2021 

For the second year in a row Fr Steven Rigo and I have made a joint decision to 

not increase the school fees next year. This has been a very hard year financially 

for many families  due to job losses and the pandemic lock down. We believe not 

increasing the school fees will hopefully assist many of our families.  

2021 
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PARISH EDUCATION BOARD NOMINATIONS 

REMINDER TO REFRAIN FROM  PARKING  IN KIDS HAVEN CARPARK 

A reminder to our parents to please be considerate when parking your cars in 

the streets surrounding our school during drop off and pick up times. Please   

ensure you do not park across drive ways or double park. 

Please note the car park at Kids Haven Childcare next door is a private car park 

and is only available for their current clients to use. St Thomas families are not 

permitted to park in Kids Haven Car park and walk around to collect their child/

children from St Thomas. 

The Parish Education Board provides advice to the Principal within the context of the PEB           

Constitution and the school’s Vision Statement. Each year new positions for a two year term become 

available. The PEB is a very important contributor to decisions that have a big impact on the school. 

The PEB meet six times a year on a Tuesday night. 

If you wish to nominate yourself for one of the positions on the PEB please email me and I am more 

than happy to discuss any queries you may have regarding the position. 

The Annual General meeting is on Tuesday, 17th November at 7.00pm via Zoom when new members 

will be welcomed and departing members thanked. 

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES  

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 4 

School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 16th October, If you would like 

a copy of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following: 

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel 

free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation.  All discussions 

with myself will in a confidential manner. 

David Delaney 

Principal 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

eSMART SCHOOL 

We are delighted to inform you that St Thomas the Apostle School - Greensborough North has now 

attained eSmart status! This is a fantastic achievement. 

 

Our school's “We are eSmart” sign will be delivered in the coming weeks and will be displayed on 

the front fence outside our school. Achieving eSmart status is a significant milestone, especially in 

2020 considering all of the changes we have had. We are now in the maintaining stage of this         

accreditation which includes six  modules with a focus on eSafety as follows - 

 

1.  Effective school organisation 

2.  School plans, policies and procedures 

3.  A respectful and caring school community 

4.  Effective teacher practices 

5.  An eSmart curriculum 

6.  Partnerships with parents and the local community 

FIRST RECONCILIATION UPDATE 

Given the expected easing of the Victorian Government COVID restrictions on 22nd November, we 

are hopeful that our Year 2 students will actually be able to receive their First Reconciliation this 

year instead of having to wait until 2020. With that in mind we have tentatively set aside the follow-

ing dates:- 

 

 Tuesday 1st December 2020 @ 5.30pm - students of 2AG 

 Tuesday 1st December 2020  @ 7.00pm - students of 2CK 

 Thursday 3rd December 2020 @ 5.30pm - students of 2DH 

 

We are conscious that we do not know what 2021 will bring. Given the expected reduction of                

restrictions to   enable 50 people to join in an inside faith celebration commencing 23rd November we 

believe that this provides us with a great opportunity to enable our students to receive their First 

Reconciliation during the season of  Advent. What a wonderful way to prepare for Christmas!              

Further details will be confirmed once the restrictions are formally eased. Please save these dates in 

your diaries. 

Teachers are busily finalising student reports for Semester 2 over the next few weeks. Student         

reports will be distributed via Compass on Friday, 11th December. As was the case in Semester 1, 

2020, student reporting in Semester 2, 2020 will look a little different to previous years. Reports will 

reflect adjustments that we have made to our curriculum programs in response to the disruption 

caused by COVID-19. Therefore the following content will be included in these reports: 

 

In English and Mathematics students’ achievement will be marked against the Victorian Curricu-

lum achievement standards and progression will be shown from December 2019 until December 

2020. Checklists of skills taught provide parents with a description of what was taught and will be 

marked according to achievement level (Working Towards, With Assistance, Achieved, Extending, 

Highly Accomplished - see below for description of this scale). 

 

SEMESTER 2 STUDENT REPORTS 
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‘With Assistance’ The student is not able to demonstrate an action that shows knowledge of  
the skill set. The student needs one-on-one assistance with the learning. 

‘Working Towards’ The student requires modification or further practice to develop the required skill. 

‘Achieved’ The student has consistently demonstrated the appropriate understanding of the 
learning. The student has developed the skill set and works independently. 

‘Extending’ The student has demonstrated the ability to work beyond the expected skill set. 

‘Highly Accomplished’ The student is working independently on this learning, is able to apply the skill set in a 
broader range of contexts and is able to confidently discuss or explain their learning. 

In all other curriculum areas including Religious Education, Inquiry Learning and Specialist subject areas we 

will be providing a short description of what was taught and a short comment on progress and achievement in 

either checklist or dot-point form. Finally the report will also contain a General comment covering student    

participation and engagement in the learning offered in Semester 2 whether it was delivered onsite or during     

remote learning - this will include particular reference to the Personal and Social Capability in the Victorian 

Curriculum. Parents will also be able to discuss the school report with teachers if required on request.  

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

As the season of Christmas is approaching we are calling on your generosity. We will be putting to-

gether Christmas Hampers for less fortunate families in the local area. 

Our aim is to bring joy to struggling families during the Christmas season and show compassion to 

those who do not have as much as we do. 

Each classroom teacher has asked each child to bring a selected item in order to make up one full 

hamper. Please ensure your donated  goods have a valid use by date. 

Thank you for your support and generosity it is greatly appreciated. 

 

Robyn Sholly & Libby Oliver 
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UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020 

2021 TERM DATES  

 
 

Term 1 
27th January - 1st April 

(Students return 28th January) 
 

Easter - 2nd April - 5th April 
 

Term 2 
19th April - 25th June 

 

Term 3 
12th July - 17th September 

 

Term 4 
4th October - 17th December 

NOVEMBER 

13th Crazy Hair & Hat Day 

17th   PEB Meeting - AGM 

18th    Prep Orientation - Session 2  

23rd Year 5 Fit Out for Yr 6 Jumpers 

23rd SCA AGM 7.30pm via Zoom 

25th    Prep Orientation - Session 3  

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

1st Reconciliation 2AG 5.30pm 

 Reconciliation 2CK 7.00pm 

3rd    Sports Carnival 

3rd  Reconciliation 2DH 5.30pm 

7th   Ipad collection day all Year 6 students 

11th   Year 6 Graduation & Lunch 12.00pm               
 (Students & Staff only) 

 Year 6 2021 Jumper orders & payment due 

14th Year 6 McDonalds Breakfast & Big Day Out 

15th   End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to the McGann Family for donating these home grown seed-

ling to add to our Kitchen Garden.  The Kitchen Garden has been thriv-

ing and just recently some broad beans were picked and offered for sale to 

our families, along with fresh eggs. Thanks also to the Cadby family who 

are donating two chickens to add to our brood. 

 

Don’ forget tomorrow  

is  

Crazy Hair or Hat Day. 
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — P LS 

Today we celebrated NAIDOC Week at Bush 

School. NAIDOC Week is an occasion for all 

Australians to come together to celebrate 

the history, culture and achievements of Ab-

original and Torres Strait Islander people - 

the oldest continuing cultures on the planet. 

 

We read the storybook ‘Welcome to Country’ 

by Aunty Joy Murphy and recited the         

Children’s Acknowledgement of Country. 

Then it was time to play, explore and learn. 

The children spent the morning chasing     

butterflies, digging for treasures, cooking on 

a campfire, making aboriginal symbols using 

play dough and playing traditional indige-

nous games. And finished with our closing 

song With My Sticks’.  
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2DH 

KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — P LS 
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PREP 2021 TRANSITION SESSION   

During our online Prep 2021 Transition Sessions our 

Prep 2021 students were able to learn about the               

specialist classes they will attend next year. They have 

thoroughly enjoyed the activities set by the specialist 

teachers each week.   

Last week Mrs Bronwyn Robinson introduced herself to 

the children and told them about all the fun activities 

the students will do in Physical Education lessons. Mrs 

Robinson shared a fun  Alphabet Yoga activity with the 

children and they sent in photos of their favourite yoga 

poses. Bobby had great fun spelling out the letters in 

his name with yoga poses. He also loved dressing up as 

a pirate for Performing Arts and drawing the Incredible 

Hulk for Art. Grace loved the G is for giraffe and Grace 

pose. 
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