ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 35
19 November, 2020
th

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,

This has been another incredible week here at St Thomas’. The storm that raced through the suburb
on Sunday night caused the school to be covered with branches and split a large gum tree in two
outside the Patrick Wing. I know some houses in the area were without power for a day.
The Leadership Team meet on Tuesday and mapped out events, planning to the best of our
knowledge for 2021. We will publish this calendar shortly to help you with your planning at home.

PARISH EDUCATION BOARD
The PEB met during the week and reflected on the 2020 school year. The PEB Chairperson,
Cameron Hoey, has published his report and it is included in this newsletter. The PEB would like
to welcome Stuart Morris onto the Board for the next two years. All other existing PEB members
have kindly volunteered to remain on the Board and help steer us through the next couple of years
as we have significant changes to the governorship of the school. I’d like to personally thank them
all for their generosity of time and commitment to making St Thomas’ the best school possible for
your children.

COMMUNION COMMITMENT SERVICE
During the week the students in Year 3 participated in a commitment
service prior to making the Sacrament of the Eucharist next year. This
would normally have been done at a weekend mass service but once
again we have had to adapt due to the restrictions. Next year will be a
big sacramental year with the Year 2 students making their Reconciliation, Year 3 and Year 4 students celebrating their First Eucharist,
and Year 5 and Year 6 students receiving the sacrament of
Confirmation at the Cathedral. These dates will be published as soon
they are finalised.

2021 SCHOOL FEES
2021

For the second year in a row Fr Steven Rigo and I have made a joint
decision to not increase the school fees next year. This has been a very hard
year financially for many families due to job losses and the pandemic lock
down. We believe not increasing the school fees will hopefully assist many
of our families.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

PREP 2021 ORIENTATION - SESSION 2—BUSH SCHOOL
Yesterday we welcomed our Prep 2021 students
to St Thomas for their second on site orientation session. This week the children appeared
more confident and were very keen to attend
our Kooribilli Bush School. They met a new
group of children who will be in their class next
year and enjoyed being outside in a natural setting exploring their surrounds.
There was an information evening, via Zoom,
last night and the Orientation Program concludes next week. Hopefully, there will be
changes to restrictions on Sunday and we will
be permitted to have the entire Prep 2021 classes on the school grounds on Wednesday for the
last session.
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MUMFORD WING RENOVATIONS
The Mumford Wing renovations are coming along nicely. We are so excited to see it all finally taking
shape and we can physically see how our news classrooms will look. Our Preps will love the light
filled areas and the bright colours.

CANCELLATION OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS 2020
Due to Covid restrictions we have been forced to cancel this year's Christmas
Carols. Whilst we knew a large gathering would not be allowed so we intended to record the carols inside and feed them out to the families. Yesterday the
latest update on singing came through. You are only allowed singing inside if
socially distant in groups of no more than five. This is impossible to do so once
again it's another event that we will not be able to hold this year

DROP OFF AT THE BACK GATE
It has been great doing yard duty at the school’s back gate in the mornings
meeting and greeting the students as they enter the school. What I am noticing is that many families are parking where there is a white continuous line in
the middle of the road. This action is illegal and will incur a hefty fine if
you are caught. Just putting it out there.

Please also note the car park at Kids Haven Childcare next door is a private
car park and is only available for their current clients to use. St Thomas
families are not permitted to park in Kids Haven Car park and walk around to
collect their child/children from St Thomas.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 4
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 16th October, If you would like
a copy of your fees statement please email Sheila at the following:
sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel
free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions
with myself will in a confidential manner.

Looking forward to Sunday’s news—hopefully it will be good news on further
easing of the restrictions and we can open the school up further.

David Delaney
Principal

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
As the season of Christmas is approaching we are calling on your generosity. We will be putting together Christmas Hampers for less fortunate families in the local area.

Our aim is to bring joy to struggling families during the Christmas season and show compassion to
those who do not have as much as we do.
Each classroom teacher has asked each child to bring a selected item in order to make up one full
hamper. Please ensure your donated goods have a valid use by date.
Thank you for your support and generosity it is greatly appreciated.

Robyn Sholly & Libby Oliver

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

PEB REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY
St Thomas the Apostle Parish Education Board Report to the School Community
November 2020
The start of the 2020 school year at St Thomas was filled with plenty of excitement for the year
ahead. The new uniform introduced a fresh look, plans were well advanced for the refurbishment of
school buildings, there was an expansion of the multi-age classes in years 3/4 and we were joined by
several new teaching staff. Few could predict the challenges that would be faced by the community
in the coming months.
The role of the Parish Education Board is to provide advice to the Parish Priest and Principal on
matters relating to the school and achievement of the school’s vision. It provides a forum for members of the school community to discuss important issues that impact on the school and provide feedback. This year the PEB, like most areas of school life, had to adapt to the changing environment
and met throughout the year, mostly online.
Many thanks to Fr Steve Rigo and the School Leadership Team for continuing to prioritise these
meetings during the uncertainty imposed by COVID, providing the Board members representing the
school community an opportunity to offer feedback and input into proposed policies and decisions
that impact on the school. I would also like to thank all of the dedicated members of the PEB for
giving up their time and for all the important input they provided on behalf of the school community.
The Year in Review
Whilst this school year was a very different experience, the PEB was excited to follow a number
of changes taking place in the school. There was a continued focus on the growth of school programs
and professional development. This year we saw the successful introduction of the Kooribilli Bush
School program for our Prep students, leading to opportunities to expand the program next year and
providing another point of difference for St Thomas in attracting future enrolments. The refurbishment of the school has also made good progress with the Mumford Wing ready for students next
year.
However, the real highlight of the year for many was the two terms of remote learning. The Board
members were continually impressed by the effort and dedication shown by all the School Staff in
supporting students and families through this very difficult period. During this time there was
evidence of the school learning from and responding to the feedback provided by the school community in an effort to provide the best outcome for our children.

Whilst juggling the demands of remote learning, the school leadership team also participated in a
detailed school review conducted by Catholic Education Melbourne which is held every 4 years. This
was a significant commitment to support and included a renewed school vision. The results of this
review will be used to help guide the future improvement plans and certainly recognised St Thomas’s orientation toward families and a sense of regeneration across the school.
At the conclusion of the lockdowns, it was very inspiring to hear the passion of St Thomas staff in
seeing students return to the school for face-to-face learning and hearing the effort that has been
placed into helping students transition back into the classroom after such an extended absence. The
school continues to demonstrate a creative approach to ensuring this year provides students with
many great memories including a virtual 5/6 camp out, year level incursions, book week virtual
author visits and even remote buddy meetings between year levels.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

Looking Forward
In a year with so much uncertainty and change, the St Thomas community has much to be proud of
in adapting to the challenges of 2020 and continuing to position itself for the years ahead.
As the initial refurbishment works draw to completion, the school is preparing for the future stages
of building works to get underway. This will continue to improve upon the incredible learning environment for our children and provide an added attraction for future enrolments.
Next year will also see Catholic Schools within the Archdiocese of Melbourne fall under a new
governance and management model. These changes will still respect the autonomy of the school and
the PEB, as representatives of the wider community, will have an important role to play in this new
structure.
In recognising the difficulties that this year has presented for many in our community, we welcome
the decision by the school to maintain the school fees for the second year in a row, reconfirming the
focus the school has on families and wellbeing.
On behalf of the PEB, congratulations and thank you to all the staff, students and parents for
making it through this extraordinary year. We wish our current grade 6 students and families an
exciting start to their secondary school journey and look forward to welcoming the new Prep families
joining us in 2021.

UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020

NOVEMBER
23rd

Year 5 Fit Out for Yr 6 Jumpers
23rd SCA AGM 7.30pm via Zoom
25th Prep Orientation - Session 3

DECEMBER
1st
3rd
3rd
7th
11th

Reconciliation 2AG 5.30pm
Reconciliation 2CK 7.00pm
Sports Carnival
Reconciliation 2DH 5.30pm
Ipad collection day all Year 6 students
Year 6 Graduation & Lunch 12.00pm
(Students & Staff only)

14th
15th

Year 6 2021 Jumper orders & payment due
School Reports distributed via Compass
Year 6 McDonalds Breakfast & Big Day Out
End of Term 4. Finish at 1.00pm

2021 TERM DATES
Term 1

27th January - 1st April
(Students return 28th January)
Easter - 2nd April - 5th April

Term 2

19th April - 25th June

Term 3

12th July - 17th September

Term 4

4th October - 17th December
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CRAZY HAIR & HAT DAY
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — P LS
Butterflies, butterflies, butterflies... it was all
about butterflies at Bush School today. We started by sharing the storybook Caterpillar Butterfly
by Viviana French.
We talked about the lifecycle of a butterfly and
how to ‘play’ with them carefully. The boys and
girls chased butterflies around the space. Some
made traps, while others took a close up look.
Others mindfully coloured in a butterfly or make
one using sticks, leaves and string.
The boys and girls were intrigued by how they
flew here, there and everywhere and how fast
they were able to fly. There’s so much to learn
about the beautiful butterfly.
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VIRTUAL BUDDIES
The students enjoyed another virtual session this week catching up with their buddies. Even though
they have to meet through virtual means they still enjoy connecting and chatting with each other
and completing activities together.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

VIRTUAL BUDDIES

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

