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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

 

251 Diamond Creek Road 

Greensborough North, 3088 

Telephone:   9434 4565 

                                     

No 38  10th December, 2020 

 

 
Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

This is the last school newsletter for 2020. What a year it has been. Our two periods of remote learn-

ing surely stretched the resources, resilience and professionalism of the school community. The           

parents, children and staff all had to adapt to a new way of working, living and engaging in a pur-

poseful way. It wasn’t easy but we worked our way through it and have come out the other side with 

a new outlook on life. 

The children have been brilliant on their return to school and have developed a sense of belonging to 

their class and their friends that they may not have appreciated prior to lockdown. The staff are 

much happier having the children at school and we as a school have been amazed at the amount of 

progress the majority of the children have made over the course of this year. There are many take-

aways we have learnt from this year and these will be embedded into the future. 

THANK YOU FOR  YOUR SUPPORT 

As stated already this year has been very challenging. I’d first and foremost 

like to thank our wonderful students for all that they give to the school. 

During the remote learning period the school was quiet and lacked vitality 

that the children bring so it was great to see their enthusiasm when they 

returned. 

Our staff throughout this year have been nothing less than sensational. The 

way they adapted their programs, engaged with the children both at school 

and remotely and continued to give 100% at all times was purely inspiring. 

You could not have had a more dedicated group of people looking                                                        

after your children. 

Our parents have been so supportive during the year and the feedback                                                          

you gave to staff at times really lifted their spirits. Juggling remote                                                           

learning, work and having to be locked down was difficult but at all                                                           

times you supported what we were doing and we can’t thank you                                                          

enough. 

Our school Leadership Team, Peter, Tess, Libby, Andrew and Mary                                                       

have supported me brilliantly throughout the year and I am very                                                         

grateful for all that they have contributed. The office administration                                                 

staff of Carly, Francine and Sheila have once again worked tirelessly                                                       

all year and bring a smile to your face. 
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It is with much sadness that I inform the school community of a number of staff changes for 2021.  

Ms Anna Pirrie has taught at St Thomas the Apostle since 1990 and has made the decision to use 

up her accrued long service leave and then to retire. Anna has made a massive contribution to the 

school over the years in a variety of roles. She has always been passionate about teaching and want-

ed to get the most out of every child she has come in contact with. Anna was very instrumental in 

the development of the kitchen/garden program and she has had a great passion for sustainability 

initiatives in the school. The school will certainly miss Anna and we wish her all the best as she 

moves     onto the next phase of her life. 

Desiree Haramis who has been employed at the school as a Learning Support Officer has also           

retired. We’d all like to thank Desiree for the wonderful job she has done supporting our students 

over the last six years and we wish her all the best as she also moves onto the next phase of her life . 

Mrs Jacqui Driscoll and Miss Libby Wilhelm have accepted positions at other schools for next 

year. Even though they have not been at St Thomas long, they have given everything to the school 

this year. We wish them both the best for next year. 

Mathilda Minichilli, Ashley Dwyer and  Meaghan Kausman will not be returning to                      

St Thomas the Apostle next year in a full time capacity as Learning Support Officers, however we 

hope to be able to use them regularly during the year as relief aides. The work they have done with 

our children has been outstanding and we also wish them all the best as they pursue further study 

in the future. 

The school has employed Miss Jessica Micallef to teach in Year 3/4 next year and we look forward 

to welcoming her to our school. 

STAFF NEWS 

The school took back possession of the Mumford Wing last Friday and have spent this week moving 

classes and resources all over the school. The children have been very resilient with the moves and 

quite helpful. The Patrick Wing and half the Marion Wing are now classed as building sites and 

consequently out of bounds and this will remain until the middle of next year. We will basically 

have half of the school totally renovated next year and will deliver great learning spaces for the 

children. 

RENOVATIONS 

Tomorrow, Friday, 11th December, the students in Year 6 will participate in 

their Graduation ceremony here at school. The ceremony will be different to 

previous graduation ceremonies however it will still be memorable for our 

students, staff and families. 

The Year 6 Big Day Out is on Monday, 14th December and should be a lot of 

fun and it will be exciting for the students to actually participate in an           

activity off the school grounds. 

YEAR  6 GRADUATION & BIG DAY OUT 

The Parish Education Board and the School Community Association continued to meet regularly 

throughout the school year and …. 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

On Thursday night last week we hosted our final Sacrament of Reconciliation for 2020 for the                

students in 2DH. Thanks again to the Year 2 teachers for preparing all the students so well and Mrs 

Dwyer for coordinating the event.  

  

 
 

2DH 

ORIENTATION SESSION FOR 2021 CLASSES 

Tomorrow we have our second orientation session for the 2021 classes. Monday’s session was very 

successful and I’m sure tomorrow’s session will be the same. It is also a great opportunity for our 

students, especially new enrolments, to meet their new teachers and classmates for 2021. 

RECONCILIATION 2020 

SCHOOL REPORTS 

Tomorrow afternoon, Friday, 11th December, Semester 2 school reports will be 

sent home to families via Compass 

The school no longer sends home hard copies of school reports. Reports can  be 

viewed and printed via the Compass App. 

If you have any questions regarding the content of your child’s school report, 

please arrange an appointment time with your child’s teacher to discuss the 

matter. 
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TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES  

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 4 

School Fees of $610.00 are now overdue. If you would like a copy of your 

fees statement please email Sheila at the following: 

sheila@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel 

free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation.  All discussions 

with myself will in a confidential manner. 

David Delaney 

Principal 

TUESDAY,  15TH DECEMBER —  STUDENTS FINISH AT 1.00PM 

A reminder to families that classes conclude at 1.00pm next 

Tuesday, 15th December and the children return to school                 

for testing on either Thursday, 28th January or  Friday,                 

29th January.  

 

Have a great Christmas break and to our Year 6 students who are leaving,                              

every best wish as you embark on the next stage of your education journey. 

Looking forward to seeing you all in the new year where I believe we will return                        

to our normal drop off and pick up arrangements. 
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UPDATED DIARY DATES 2020 

DECEMBER 
 

11th   Year 6 Graduation & Lunch 12.00pm               
 (Students & Staff only) 

 

 Year 6 2021 Rugby Jumper -  orders & payment due 

 

 School Reports distributed via Compass  

 

14th Year 6 McDonalds Breakfast & Big Day Out 

 

15th   End of Term 4.  Students finish at 1.00pm 
 

2021 TERM DATES  

 
 

Term 1 
27th January - 1st April 

(Students return 28th January) 
 

Easter - 2nd April - 5th April 
 

Term 2 
19th April - 25th June 

 

Term 3 
12th July - 17th September 

 

Term 4 
4th October - 17th December 

1st     Finn    2484 points 

2nd     Kierce     2431 points 

3rd     Ashe   2393 points 

4th    Broadbent  2262 points 

SPORTS CARNIVAL RESULTS 

Last week we had fantastic weather for our annual Sports Carnival and the students thoroughly         

enjoyed finally participating in one of our annual events.  

LOST PROPERTY 

A reminder to parents that our lost property box is overflowing with  

unclaimed clothing items, including new green uniform pieces. If your 

child is missing any uniform items please ensure you check the box    

before the students finish for Term 4. 
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January  
27th Staff Return for 2021 

28th Preps Return 

28th Testing of students in Years 1-6 

29th  Testing of students in Years 1-6 

 

February 

 3rd No Prep Class 

 6th Sacrament Blessing Masses 

 7th Sacrament Blessing Masses 

10th  No Prep Class 

10th  Meet the Teacher Chats 

13th  Opening School Mass 6.00 pm 

17th  Ash Wednesday 

17th  No Prep Class 

18th School Photos 

19th  Eltham District Swimming Carnival 

24th  No Prep Class 

24th Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay 

25th Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay 

26th  Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay 
 

March  
  2nd General Faith Night 

  4th General Faith Night 

  5th  School Closure Day 

  8th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

18th  Prep Teddy Bear Picnic 

27th  Eucharist Commitment Mass 

28th Eucharist Commitment Mass 

31st Showcase of children learning 2.00pm 

 

April 
  1st End of Term 1. Students finish 1.00pm 

  2nd Good Friday 

  4th Easter Sunday 

19th Term 2 Commences 

20th  Eucharist Faith Night 5.30 & 7.00 pm 

22th  Prep 2022 Enrolment Information Night 

25th  ANZAC Day 

26th  ANZAC Day Holiday 

 

May  
  1st   First Eucharist Masses 

  2nd  First Eucharist Masses 

  7th Mother’s Day Breakfast 

  9th  Mother’s Day 

15th   First Eucharist Masses 

16th  First Eucharist Masses 

22nd   First Eucharist Masses 

23rd  First Eucharist Masses 

29th  First Eucharist Masses 

30th  First Eucharist Masses 

 

 

June  
14th  Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

25th  End of Term 2. Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

July  
12th Term 3 Commences 

17th  Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm 

28th Confirmation Faith Night 
 

August  

12th  School Closure Days 

13th School Closure Days 

22th Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral 2.30pm 

 

September  

  3th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

  5th  Father’s Day 

  8th  Art Show 

  9th  Art Show 

17th  End of Term 3 . Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

October  
  4th  Term 4 commences 

  7th  Year 4 Camp TBC 

  8th  Year 4 Camp TBC 

12th  Reconciliation Faith Night 

21st  Year 4 Camp TBC 

22st Year 4 Camp TBC 

 

November  
 1st  School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 2nd  Melbourne Cup Day 

11th  Remembrance Day 

18th  Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm 

  

December 

  2nd  Carols 

10th Year 6 Graduation TBC 

15th  End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

DIARY DATES FOR 2021 
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SCA MEGA CHRISTMAS RAFFLE WINNERS 

A huge thank you to our amazing SCA for the huge free Christmas raffle. Three prizes were allocat-

ed per class. Below are the very lucky winners whom were delighted with their wins and also send 

their thanks to the SCA: 

PJH 1st  Evelyn S 

2nd  Eduardo N 

3rd   William D 

PLS 1st  Niamh J 

2nd  Milla C 

3rd  Samuel G 

1FL 1st  Louis D’A 

2nd  Gianluca M 

3rd  Oliver E 

1JP 1st  Patrick G 

2nd Connor H 

2AG 1st  Sophie C 

2nd  Isabella D 

3rd  Isaac R 

2CK 1st  James M 

2nd  Logan C 

3rd  Thomas E 

2DH 1st  Adele A 

2nd  Ebony p 

3rd  Lexie W 

3/4AP 1st  Ethan Z 

2nd Danika C 

3rd  Grace A 

3/4JF 1st  Patrick 

2nd Jess  

3rd Max 

3/4MP 1st  Max A 

2nd  Jack L 

3rd  Tristan K 

3/4RS 1st  Eliza McG 

2nd  Summa J 

3rd  Christian M 

5/6AP 1st  Ethan Z 

2nd  Danika C 

3rd  Grace A 

5/6LC 1st  Marcus B 

2nd  Jacob G 

3rd  Celeste L 

5/6MW 1st  Sophia V 

2nd  Jai F 

3rd  Reece A 

5/6RD 1st  Liam V 

2nd  Daniel V 

3rd Alannah H 

5/6TB 1st Christian G 

2nd  Yolanda C 

3rd  Jasmine P 
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OUR LUCKY WINNERS 
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2021 SCHOOL LEADERS 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS                                                       VICE CAPTAINS 

ASHE HOUSE BROADBENT HOUSE 

KEIRCE HOUSE FINN  HOUSE 

       Harrison G                            Paige T                                       Jarvis K                      Indianna H 

           Milla G                        Sophia V                             Alessia F                           Jake F 

        Marcus B                         Lucas R                James G                Georgina O’H 
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R.E. CAPTAINS 

FIRE CARRIERS 

           Olivia E         Sienna W       Sienna G                        Mia T 

             Marco P            Alyssa V     Max M   

 

                     Eloise B     Ava P     Erik B 
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Congratulations to the following students who completed the 2020 Premiers’ Reading Chal-

lenge!  They have all received a certificate of Achievement from Daniel Andrews, the Premier of      

Victoria.  These students are among three million young Victorians who have participated in the 

challenge since 2005, together reading more than 50 million books. A big thank you to the parents 

who have supported the students to complete the challenge during this challenging Covid 

year.  Your support of your children's reading is one of the most important ways to encourage their 

love of learning. Hopefully more students will join in with the 2021 challenge. 

 

STUDENT  CLASS 

Sienna W 5/6MW 

Dylan C 3/4MP 

Ruby S 3/4RS 

Charlotte S 2DH 

Jackson H 3/4MP 

Emily T 3/4MP 

Harper S 2CK 

Sophie C 2AG 

Harper B 1JP 

Jack A 1JP 

James B 1FL 

Anna S PLS 

Alessia B PJH 

Natalie B 3/4RS 

Amy M PJH 

Savannah H PLS 

Liam V 5/6RD 

Aiden V 2AG 

Alyssa V 1FL 

Lara V PJH 

Olivia V 1JP 
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BUSH SCHOOL  

What a fantastic term PLS has had in Bush 

School.  It has been an amazing experience for 

the children, Mrs Kalnis and Mrs Sheridan. It 

has been fantastic to watch the children learn-

ing, exploring and problem solving together in 

our beautiful Koorbilli space each Thursday. 

 

“Outdoor play is amongst the greatest 

gifts we can give our children; and 

healthy, adventurous and curious chil-

dren are amongst the greatest gifts we 

can give our communities” 

G Erikson 
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BUSH SCHOOL 2020 - PLS 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS GIFT APPEAL 

A big THANK YOU to all the families for their generous donations to 

the Christmas hampers and for purchasing presents for the children. 

The Christmas tree looks amazing with all the baskets and gifts          

underneath it. St. Vincent De Pauls are a wonderful organisation that 

help local families throughout the year and we are proud to assist 

them in bringing these families some Christmas cheer. 

 

Our Mini Vinnies have given up their time to make Christmas cards 

for the residents at the Bupa Aged Care facility. Normally we would 

have visited them several times throughout the year and entertained 

them with Christmas carols but unfortunately this year was an excep-

tion.  

 

I would like to thank the children involved in the Mini Vinnies and all 

the 3/4 children that made beautiful Christmas cards that will light 

up their lives this Christmas.  

 

Thank you 

 

Robyn Sholly and Libby Oliver.  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PLANT DONATION 

A huge thank you to Mr John Kneebone 

for his wonderful donation of tomato 

seedlings for our vegetable garden. We 

are looking forward to planting them and 

enjoying fresh tomatoes later this                  

summer. 
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Firstly I would like to thank all the 2020 SCA members who have contributed their time and energy 

into helping run events through this year. All our current committee will be staying on into 2021 

with a few changes within our executive committee. I would like to formally thank Kristeen McCart-

ney and Nicky Harvey who have been acting as Treasurer and Secretary respectively and I would 

like to welcome Louise Hoey and Daniella Chapkoun to the roles of secretary (shared role). We are 

currently looking for assistance with our Treasurer role and would welcome anyone who with 

bookkeeping or accounting experience to considering coming on board if you feel this is a role you 

would consider discussing further, please don't hesitate to get in touch fionarehlicki@hotmail.com.  

 

I would like to thank Josie Curatolo, the Fete Committee and all the sponsors who so generously 

donated their time and money to help us with our fete. Unfortunately, due to the Covid outbreak 

this was cancelled only one week before our fete took place. The SCA will be meeting early in the 

new year to determine whether a fete will be feasible for next year and we will let the school              

community know once a decision has been made.  

 

After the year we have all had, the SCA voted to have our end of year Christmas raffle as an open 

raffle open to all our students free of charge. I would like to thank Kristeen McCartney, Louise Hoey 

and Carla Primiano for their assistance in helping put this all together for our school community to 

enjoy. This was only possible due to the 5% reward / dollar spent system that our school receives 

from all the school's families who have their Rebel membership linked to our school. If you have a 

rebel membership and are local to Greensborough, please consider linking your account to the school 

(there is no charge for this service). It is a great reward system that we are then able to pass onto 

our families with great raffle prizes and equipment for the school.  

 

The SCA also decided to fund the annual McDonald's Breakfast for the Year 6 students this year. 

This was a goodwill gesture voted for by all our SCA members to send off our wonderful Year 6          

children who will be leaving us next week. We hope you all have a wonderful breakie and a fabulous 

day on your ‘Big Day Out’ with your peers for one last time and we wish you all the best for 2021.  

 

I would like to thank Trish Watson who has taken the lead role in coordinating the Bakers Delight 

Friday's which have been a nice welcome change for both our students and I'm sure parents also!        

I would also like to thank Racheal Maurer and Louise Hoey for assisting during these Fridays also. 

If you are in the Greensborough area (Level 1, Greensborough Plaza) please opt to shop local and 

support Bakers Delight which kindly offered all our menu products at a discounted rate to help          

us fundraise for the school.  

 

We will have our final SCA meeting for this year this coming Monday, 14th December 2020, the 

google link is : https://meet.google.com/zez-wyos-ktv . I would urge all families who are considering 

helping in one way or another with the SCA to come along to one of the meetings to see what goes on 

and whether you are interested in becoming involved, we are always looking for fresh new sugges-

tions and people to join. We will be planning our next year's events and will be hoping that with ap-

propriate Covid safe plans we will be able to in one way or another bring some normality back into 

our kids' lives with great fun activities, a new take on hot food, Ice cream Fridays and hopefully a 

disco! just to name a few. We are also brainstorming ways in which we can strengthen and build our 

community with family events and of course we would love for the school community to get involved 

and come on board.  If you have an ideas or suggestions, please don't hesitate to get in touch other-

wise feel free to send an email fionarehlicki@hotmail.com and your ideas can be presented at an 

SCA meeting for further discussion.  
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I would like to lastly thank YOU the school community and our school leadership and administra-

tive staff for all your support during the year and we extend our best Christmas wishes to you and 

your families during the upcoming Christmas season and look forward to working together to hope-

fully have a successful and wonderful 2021.  

 

Fiona Turner 

(SCA President) 
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