ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 01 4th February, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,

Welcome to the 2021 school year. To those of you returning to
St Thomas the Apostle welcome back! To those of you who are
new to our school this year, we extend a very special welcome
to you all. Because you’ve joined us, we are now a whole new
community.

WELCOME

As a new community we welcome new families, students and
teachers. Please introduce yourselves and spend some time
getting to know each other. Every new class is also a new
community - different combinations of students, new opportunities to make friends or rekindle friendships forgotten
from the past.
As with any change, a new year brings its challenges - settling in to new routines, knowing what to
expect and forming new relationships. This takes time, as adults it is important that we
acknowledge these challenges and support students to use appropriate strategies to manage change.
Here are some examples of strategies that parents can use at home: 







Ensure students have plenty of sleep - a day at school is both mentally and physically
exhausting so enough sleep is essential.
Display a class timetable showing sports days, library days and other important events so that
children can be prepared by wearing the correct uniform and ensuring they have all equipment needed for the day.
Teach children to pack their own bag - then they know they have everything they need and
can find their things independently at school.
Talk about the great things that have happened at school each day - focus on the positive
Make healthy lunches together - this helps children feel like they helped make decisions and
they are more likely to eat it if they have made it themselves.
Ensure all screens are kept out of bedrooms and turned off at least one hour prior to your
child’s bedtime. Research supports this - staring at a phone, computer, or TV screen can
interfere with sleep as the light they give off light that reduces the secretion of melatonin, the
hormone that regulates wakefulness.

Students finish at 1.00pm on Wednesday, 10th February
to enable Parent/Teacher Chats to commence at 1.20pm.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

COVID-19 UPDATE — WEARING OF MASKS
Please refer to the letter below we received from MAC this morning regarding the wearing of face
masks at Catholic schools in accordance with the Victorian Government’s recent announcements.

PARENT/TEACHER CHATS - WEDNESDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY
A letter will be distributed through Compass shortly with information regarding our Parent/Teacher
Chat Sessions which will be held on Wednesday, 10th February for families of students in Years 1-6.
Students will be dismissed at 1.00pm on the day and chat sessions will commence at 1.20pm.

Prep teachers will be administering testing on that day, so they will hold their separate chat
sessions on a date to be determined. By then they will be in a better position to share their insights
into the children’s educational needs as well as finding out about the children's interests, etc from
parents.
These chat sessions are a great opportunity for parents to begin to develop connections with your
children's teachers, so please make sure you book an appointment time to meet with them. If you are
unable to attend on the day please contact your child’s teacher to make alternative arrangements.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

KOORBILLI BUSH SCHOOL
This week the Preps commenced classes in our Koorbilli Bush School. It
was really pleasing to see the students having lots of fun outside
exploring our environment. Mrs Nadia Kalnis is fully trained to run this
accredited program and is also a certified instructor.
The philosophy of Bush Schools is to encourage and inspire individuals
through positive experiences and participation in engaging and
motivating achievable activities in a bush environment, helping to
develop personal, social and emotional skills. Children use tools, play,
learn boundaries of behaviour, both physical and social, grow in
confidence, self-esteem and motivation.
A Bush School education for students is held almost exclusively outdoors.
Whatever the weather, children are encouraged to take the lead in
playing, exploring and learning in a bush or natural environment.
Forest schools have been operating successfully in Northern Europe for over 50 years. Our ‘Bush
School’ is tailored to suit our community’s and children’s specific needs. It recognises the place the
bush has in Australian folklore and the significance of the land in aboriginal culture. It draws upon
and extends the existing philosophy and pedagogy of St Thomas’ to offer unique educational
programs.

SCHOOL PHOTOS - THURSDAY, 18TH FEBRUARY
All class, individual and family photos will be taken on Thursday, 18 th February.
Students are asked to wear their full summer uniform for the photos. The Prep
students will have their photos taken first so they will need to come to school
dressed in their school uniform. They will change into their casual clothes for Bush
School straight after their photos have been taken.

Please check your child’s school bag for photo order envelopes.

CALENDAR REMINDER
Please keep up to date with the events that are happening at the school. To support you with this we
have included in this newsletter a list of the diary dates for this year. Please note that sometimes
dates or times change and we endeavour to give you as much notice as possible of any changes needed, however to check for the most up to day calendar dates, I suggest that you bookmark our school
website calendar page which has a live link to our community events calendar. Here is the address
to use - https://stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/calendar/

MUSIC LESSONS - TERM 2 COMMENCMENT
Due to our ongoing building works, limited free space and COVID guideline fluctuations our
Instrumental Program will not be running in Term 1. We hope to recommence offering private
instrumental lessons again in Term 2.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS
To begin a new year I think it is important to know who to speak to at school if you need help.
Parents’ first point of call is always the classroom teacher. Please contact him/her first, they can then
point you in the right direction if further details are required. There are many contact options.
All class teachers use Class Dojo so a quick message or question can be sent in that format. Our
preferred method of contact is either in person or via telephone call as sometimes it is difficulty to
interpret and discuss in email format.

Our office staff are very helpful for administrative questions, they are also very helpful in pointing
you in the right direction.
School leaders are also excellent contacts if meetings need to be scheduled for in-depth discussions,
suggestions or questions. To make an appointment to see a member of the school leadership team,
please call into the office.
Here is a list of the school leadership team and their responsibilities for Term 1, 2021:
David Delaney - Principal
Tess Dwyer - Deputy Principal (Learning and Teaching, Religious Education)
Peter Sist Deputy Principal (Student Wellbeing and Learning Diversity)
Libby Oliver - Literacy Leader
Mary Papworth - Mathematics Leader
Andrew Polifiore - Technology Leader
Matt Wals - Sport Leader

WELCOME TO SCHOOL MASS
On Saturday, 13th February, at 6.00pm we invite new families and Year 5/6 Leaders’ families to
attend the Welcome to School Mass. New families includes our Prep students and students that have
joined the St Thomas School Community in Years 1 –6 this year. This is an opportunity for the
St Thomas community to welcome you and your family to our school. Students wear casual clothes
and sit with their parents during the Mass. A barbeque (sausages in bread, soft drink and water)
will be provided outside the church afterwards for those who wish to stay.
Families wishing to attend the Mass will need to book via the Trybooking link below.
https://www.trybooking.com/BOITM
Please not that bookings are open from Tuesday, 2nd February at 10.00am and will close Friday,
12th February at 12.00pm.

ENROLMENTS AND OPEN DAYS
We have already commenced conducting school tours for Prep 2022, which is great. We have a number of open days scheduled over the next month which are published on our website and in our diary
dates. If you know of any families looking for a school for next year please encourage them to come
along and see what our wonderful school has to offer.
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This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

RENOVATIONS TO THE PATRICK WING
The Preps and Year 1 students are enjoying being in the big, bright and beautiful space of the
Mumford Wing. The Patrick and half of the Marian Wings are now totally gutted in preparation for
a major new fit out. The builders expect this project to be finished by the end of June. This will
mean St Thomas school is basically a new school with new classrooms and facilities.

YEAR 5/6 SCHOOL CAMP MEETING
The Year 5 & 6 students will be heading off on Camp to Warratah Bay from Wednesday,
24th February to Friday, 26th February. There will be a School Camp Information Evening on
Monday, 8th February. This meeting will be via Google Meet and will commence at 7.00pm. Please
refer to the Compass notification that was sent home yesterday.

CARPARK SIGNAGE
Please refer to the attached school signage information on the following page regarding drop-off
zone, entry and exit gates etc. Please ensure you are driving safely in our carpark and when entering/exiting Diamond Creek Road which is a very busy road.

Looking forward to a fantastic 2021 school year!

David Delaney
Principal
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Mind at ease for a new school year
We know that 2020 was a particularly stressful year
for students and parents alike.

As the new school year begins for 2021, there may
still be some anxiety for families around a number of
issues, but it is important to remember you’re not
alone!

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

ALL THINGS TECHNOLOGY
Year 5 and 6 iPads
Student iPads have been set up and will be distributed to students in class next week on Thursday
along with the technology user agreement. Students will be required to discuss each point on the
user agreement with their parents and have the form signed and returned to their classroom teacher
prior to having access to their iPads. Parents of students who are providing their own iPad have
already been contacted by their classroom teacher with details of arrangements for set up.

Prep to Year 4 User Agreements
These will also be distributed to students in class as a paper copy for you to explain to your child
before signing it and returning it to school. A copy of our digital technologies (including cyber safety
is available for your perusal via Compass and on our school website.

Safer Internet Day - Tuesday, 9th February
At St Thomas’ internet safety is a key priority. This year we have registered our school for Safer
Internet Day. Teachers will be conducting classes on how to be a responsible user of digital devices,
setting clear expectations for use, creating online safety classroom agreements and exploring online
safety and security.
We would also like to strongly encourage all families to register online for a webinar aimed at supporting parents and carers in their very important role in supporting young people to have safe and
respectful online relationships and what to do if things go wrong.

It will cover:


starting conversations with your child about their online friendships and positive ways to deal
with changing relationships



understanding the rights, laws and community expectations that govern social media use



where to seek help if your child is involved in a cyberbullying incident.

The webinar will include case studies, research and targeted advice so you can support the young
people in your life to have safe, enjoyable online experiences.

REGISTER NOW - using this link

Dates:
Tuesday, 9th February - 7.30 to 8.30 pm
Wednesday, 10th February - 12.30 to 1.30 pm
Wednesday, 10th February - 7.30 to 8.30 pm
Monday,15th February - 12.30 to 1.30 pm

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
First Communion Bookings - Open Tomorrow

All Year 3 and 4 families received information via Compass on Tuesday with the instructions for how
to book their preferred time for the celebration of the Sacrament of First Eucharist. Please note these dates were distributed to families last year so that preparations could be made. All students
are required to receive the sacrament with the students in their class (except families with multiple
children in the year level). This is because with COVID regulations we are restricted to a total of 12
families at any given mass. Please do not request to move to another weekend with another class.
Bookings open tomorrow (Friday, 5th February 2021) at 5.00pm. The link to book is included in the
letter already distributed.

Cancellation of Sacrament Blessing Masses
Due to the limited number of families allowed in the Church with the current density limits we will
not be holding our usual Sacrament Blessing Masses as advertised for this weekend. We will keep
you informed of any other changes to upcoming dates as soon as possible.
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DISCIPLINE CLARIFICATION
Welcome back to what will hopefully be a ‘normal’ school year! St Thomas the Apostle School strives
to be a safe environment where teachers can impart their learnings and students are free to learn in
the best possible environment we can provide. We endeavour to achieve this kind of environment
where safety and the wellbeing of all our students is of paramount importance. To this end, we have
established our criteria for student discipline where we want students to have accountability for
their actions. We want to ensure that students, as well as their families, know the school’s policies
and procedures and thus promote a positive and successful educational experience.

We want to enforce our rules fairly and consistently without delay. So please check the list below to
know more about our School rules.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Respect each other
Follow directions
Hands off! Feet off!
Be positive - No put downs
Be safe - play safe

Please help us ensure that your child(ren) understands what the school expects from its students.
Kindly take time to talk to your children about these rules. Our classroom teachers will be doing the
same over the coming weeks.
I would also like to inform you all that there will be zero tolerance for any breach of the ‘Hands off!
Feet off!’ rule. If a child becomes physically violent with another student, (s)he will be removed from
the yard immediately and a phone call will be made to his/her parent/guardian. A phone call will
also be made to the victim’s parent/guardian.
There will also be a zero tolerance for swearing, whether it be ‘in frustration’ or directed at
someone else. As for a breach of the ‘Hands off! Feet off!’ rule, the parent/ guardian will be called.

Do not hesitate to reach out to me directly should you have any questions or if you require any
clarifications.
Peter Sist
Deputy Principal
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leader

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

Families wishing to place a Scholastic Book Club order from please use the following link for this
issue:
(https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5791/bc121.pdf)

Orders can still be placed online using the ‘LOOP’ app.
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2021 SCHOOL LEADERS
SCHOOL CAPTAINS

Harrison G

Paige T

ASHE HOUSE

Marcus B

Lucas R

FINN HOUSE

Milla G

Sophia V

VICE CAPTAINS

Jarvis K

Indianna H

BROADBENT HOUSE

James G

Georgina O’H

KEIRCE HOUSE

Alessia F

Jake F

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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R.E. CAPTAINS

Olivia E

Sienna W

Sienna G

Mia T

FIRE CARRIERS

Eloise B

Max M

Ava P

Erik B

Marco P

Alyssa V
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021
February
5th Swimming Trials - 9.30am - 11.30am
at Watermarc Greensborough
th
8 Year 5 & 6 Camp Information Evening
7.00pm (via zoom)
9th Safer Internet Day
10th No Prep Classes - Prep Testing Day
10th Meet the Teacher Chats 1.20pm onwards
13th Open Afternoon & Tours - 4.00pm-5.30pm
Opening School Mass 6.00 pm
th
15 SCA Meeting
16th Open Morning & Tours - 9.30am -11.00am
17th Ash Wednesday
17th No Prep Classes - Prep Testing Day
18th School Photos
19th Eltham District Swimming Carnival
23rd PEB Meeting 7.00pm
24th No Prep Classes - Prep Testing Day
Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay
th
25 Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay
26th Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay

March
2nd
4th
3rd
5th
8th
10th
14th
17th
18th
27th
28th
30th
31st

General Faith Night 7.00pm
General Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
Cultural Day
Labour Day Public Holiday
Labour Day Public Holiday
Open Afternoon & Tour -12.00pm - 1.30pm
Catholic Education Week commences
St Patrick’s Day
Prep Teddy Bear Picnic 5.00pm
Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm
Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am
PEB Meeting 7.00pm
Showcase of children learning 2.00pm

April
1st
2nd
4th
19th
20th
22th

25th

End of Term 1. Students finish 1.00pm
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Term 2 Commences
Eucharist Faith Night 5.30 & 7.00 pm
Prep 2022 Enrolment Information Night
commencing 7.00pm
ANZAC Day (Sunday)

22nd
23rd
24th
29th
30th

First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4PB)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4PB)
Nillumbik Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4SO)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30pm (3/4SO)

June
14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
25th End of Term 2. Students finish at 1.00pm

July
12th Term 3 Commences
17th Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
27th Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
th
28 Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

August
12th School Closure Days
13th School Closure Days
22th Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral 2.30pm
September
3th Father’s Day Breakfast
5th Father’s Day
8th Art Show
9th Art Show
17th End of Term 3 . Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
Reconciliation Faith Night
PEB AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm

December

May
1st
2nd
7th
9th
14th
15th
16th

May (cont.)

First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4CM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4CM)
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Mother’s Day
Eltham District Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4JM)

2nd Carols
10th Year 6 Graduation TBC
15th End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm
Please check diary dates regularly as
dates may be altered due to
unforeseen circumstances.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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GARDENING NEWS - THANK YOU
Thank you to all our families for your support in collecting and donating plastic containers for
Gardening. We now have a wonderful supply of containers and no longer need any more donations at
this stage. Thanks again.

Clean Up Australia-Schools Day
Prep - Year 6 Term 1, Week 7 2021

During March students from across Australia are encouraged to help Melbourne stay clean and green by teaming up with fellow students and teachers
and clean up their schoolyard. You'll be amazed at what our students can accomplish.

St Thomas is an officially registered clean up event site: No 18658
Our Clean Up Schools Day is:


Term 1 Week 7



During Bush School + Gardening Lessons

Participation will include 5 components:


Organising and preparing for the clean up event;



The clean up day;



The disposal and sorting of the rubbish collected;



The completion of the Official Clean Up Rubbish Survey; and



The planning of ways to continue to reduce waste @ St Thomas.
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — PFM
Today the Prep students had their first Bush School session. They listened to a story and then
explored all the different areas and activities. The Preps loved making pretend food in the camp
kitchen using stones, grass and leaves. They got to explore the trees using magnifying glasses. We
found some spiders, some caterpillar eggs and a cocoon. The students also had the opportunity to
have some quiet time looking at books with some cuddly toy animals. The Preps also did a great job
changing back into their uniforms at the end of the session.
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL - PJP
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SCA NEWS
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SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
The Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open Friday morning, 5th February.

FromFriday, 5th February onwards the Second Hand Uniorm Shop will only at the uniform shop
every fortnight.
We will not be accepting any brown/yellow uniforms in small sizes - from size 4-8.
There is a new Facebook page for the new green uniform - St Thomas The Apostle Greensborough
New Uniform Buy, Swap and Sell.
If parents do not wish to use the Facebook page and still want to donate NEW uniform, they will be
accepted at the school office.
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