ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 02 11th February, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
What beautiful weather we have had this week. The Prep students have been able to enjoy the
sunshine as we have created a little playground area outside the Mumford Wing for them. The
former Prep playground is inaccessible and fenced off as part of the school building works. By the
number of smiles and happy Preps playing in the new playground area, the creation has been
greatly appreciated.

This week we had our first school assembly. The new School Leaders were very excited about
leading this assembly and did a fantastic job. It is really important to expose these leaders to the
organising of an assembly and developing their public speaking. Mr Peter Sist will be working with our
leaders throughout the year in a leadership program.

WELCOME TO SCHOOL MASS AND OPEN AFTERNOON
On Saturday prior to the Mass we will be hosting our first Open Afternoon from
4.00pm until 5.30pm. The school will be opened up for new family wishing to explore the school and attend a tour.
Our Welcome Mass commences after this at 6.00pm. It is an opportunity to
welcome our Prep students, new students across the school and their families to
our school with a special Mass. Our school leaders are also invited to attend.
Following Mass we will be hosting a sausage sizzle for the families who wish to stay after Mass.
Families wishing to attend the Mass will need to book via the Trybooking link below.

https://www.trybooking.com/BOITM
Please not that bookings are open from Tuesday, 2nd February at 10.00am and will close Friday,
12th February at 12.00pm.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Wednesday, 17th February is Ash Wednesday and at 12.00pm the students from Years 1-6 will be
attending Ash Wednesday Mass in the gymnasium. A Google Link will be shared with families so
they can watch remotely. The 2021 Fire Carriers will be commissioned at this Mass.
Ash Wednesday starts the liturgical season of Lent. This is a time that we don’t necessary have “to
give something up” but instead focus on doing something for others. The school will also be running
the Project Compassion campaign where we raise money for people in countries that are not as well
off as Australia. A Project Compassion box will be placed in each classroom and in the school office.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

ELTHAM DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Last Friday Mr Matt Wals and over forty students from Year 3 to Year 6 attending swimming trials for our inter-school swimming team which will be competing on Friday,19th February. The children were fantastic in their endeavours and
produced some great performances. Increased training will help a number of
these children as a fifty metre pool is something that many are not familiar
with. You can’t have a rest after twenty-five metres and push off the wall..
We wish them well in their training and the competition.

MEET THE TEACHER CHATS
Yesterday we conducted our first official Parent/Teacher Chats for the year. Whilst it is preferable to
conduct these in person, even remotely teachers were able to obtain a lot of valuable information
which will assist in the way they teach your children this year.
Please be mindful that if ever you have a query or want to discuss your child’s progress you don’t
have to wait for the formal scheduled meetings, you can contact your child’s teacher through email,
Class Dojo or by phone and they will make a time to catch up with you. Teachers are instructed not to
reply to emails after 7.00pm each night.

SCA MEETING
On Monday, 14th February, commencing at 7.30pm the SCA is holding their first meeting for the
year. The School Community Association are always looking for new members. The SCA has two
primary purposes, firstly to continue to develop the school community through social functions and
gatherings and secondly to raise money for the school to purchase equipment for the benefit of the
children. If you are keen to join this extraordinary group of parents please contact the office.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Thursday, 18th February is school photo day. All students are required to come
to school dressed in their complete summer uniform.
If students have P.E or Bush School timetabled on this day they are to bring
their sports uniform or casual clothes in a bag to change into after their photos
have been taken.

RENOVATIONS UPDATE
The demolition work inside the Patrick and Marian Wings is
now complete and the plumbers are now here excavating for
new pipe works. We are still on schedule to finish our latest
renovations by late June 2021 at this stage.
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CALENDAR REMINDER
Please keep up to date with the events that are happening at the school. To support you with this we
have included in this newsletter a list of the diary dates for this year. Please note that sometimes
dates or times change and we endeavour to give you as much notice as possible of any changes
needed, however to check for the most up to day calendar dates, I suggest that you bookmark our
school website calendar page which has a live link to our community events calendar. Here is the
address to use - https://stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au/calendar/

MUSIC LESSONS - TERM 2 COMMENCMENT
Due to our ongoing building works, limited free space and COVID guideline fluctuations our
Instrumental Program will not be running in Term 1. We hope to recommence offering private
instrumental lessons again in Term 2.

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT OUT OF BOUNDS
Parents and children please note the playground equipment is out of bounds to all children before
and after school as the areas are not supervised by staff at these times.

2021 SCHOOL FEES DUE BY 19TH FEBRUARY
A reminder to families that 2021 School Fees invoices were sent out
recently. Please check your child’s school bag or phone the office for
another copy if you are yet to receive it.
All Term 1 School Fees and Levies, including Student Levies. Computer Levies and iPad Levies and Waratah Camp fees are due by
Friday, 19th February, 2021.
Direct Debit Request Forms for 2021 (yellow forms) for weekly,
fortnightly and monthly deductions are now due.

David Delaney
Principal
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LEARNING & TEACHING AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SMART SPELLING
Today the Year 1 and 2 teachers engaged in their first professional learning teaching sprint. They
are trialling a new approach to teaching spelling at St Thomas’. They learnt about how to teach
spelling using the acronym SMART (Say Meaning Analyse Remember Teach). They will be sending
home weekly spelling lists for students to practice their words each week. They are teaching spelling
with an emphasis on meaning and vocabulary development. Spelling rules will be taught in context
regularly (10-20 minutes every day). We will hold a parent session to help you learn how to support
your child practice their spelling at home later this term. Mrs Oliver will send parents an invitation
closer to the date.
The teachers are very excited about implementing this new approach in their classrooms. Our
Prep teachers will also be training next week so
that the whole Junior level are trailing SMART
Spelling as their approach to teaching spelling.
The intention is that we will also expand this into the middle and senior levels in 2022.

INTERVENTION AND EXTENSION PROGRAMS AT ST THOMAS
As our beginning of the year testing regime concludes, teachers are now in a better position to
identify students who require extra support or extension. The Victorian Government Tutor Program
Grant will be used to support students who did not make expected progress during 2021. At
St Thomas we implement the Reading Recovery, LLI (Levelled Literacy Intervention), Bridges
Literacy, Corrective Reading and Maths Intervention Programs to support students who require
extra support.
Additionally, on the other end of the spectrum, those who would benefit from extension, we offer a
Maths Extension and Writing Extensions Program for students in Years 3 to 6. Parents will be
informed via a letter sent home if any of these programs are deemed suitable for their needs. We
also offer Chess Club and other enrichment opportunities through competitions for those who would
like to challenge themselves. Please watch out for these opportunities which will be advertised in the
weekly newsletter.

EUCHARIST BOOKINGS NOW OPEN
A reminder to families in Year 3 that the school interview website
is still open and accepting bookings for First Eucharist. Please
refer to previous correspondence in regards to dates and times
allocated for the celebration of First Eucharist.
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021
February
13th Open Afternoon & Tours - 4.00pm-5.30pm
Opening School Mass 6.00 pm
th
15 SCA Meeting
16th Open Morning & Tours - 9.30am -11.00am
17th Ash Wednesday
17th No Prep Classes - Prep Testing Day
18th School Photos
19th Eltham District Swimming Carnival
23rd PEB Meeting 7.00pm
24th No Prep Classes - Prep Testing Day
Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay
25th Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay
26th Year 5/6 Camp to Waratah Bay

March
2nd
4th
3rd
5th
8th
10th
14th
17th
18th
27th
28th
30th
31st

General Faith Night 7.00pm
General Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
Cultural Day
Labour Day Public Holiday
Labour Day Public Holiday
Open Afternoon & Tour -12.00pm - 1.30pm
Catholic Education Week commences
St Patrick’s Day
Prep Teddy Bear Picnic 5.00pm
Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm
Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am
PEB Meeting 7.00pm
Showcase of children learning 2.00pm

April
1st
2nd
4th
19th
20th
22th
25th

End of Term 1. Students finish 1.00pm
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Term 2 Commences
Eucharist Faith Night 5.30 & 7.00 pm
Prep 2022 Enrolment Information Night
commencing 7.00pm
ANZAC Day (Sunday)

14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
25th End of Term 2. Students finish at 1.00pm

July
12th Term 3 Commences
17th Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
27th Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
28th Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

August
12th School Closure Days
13th School Closure Days
22th Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral 2.30pm
September
3th Father’s Day Breakfast
5th Father’s Day
8th Art Show
9th Art Show
17th End of Term 3 . Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
Reconciliation Faith Night
PEB AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm

December

May
1st
2nd
7th
9th
14th
15th
16th
22nd
23rd
24th
29th
30th

June

First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4CM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4CM)
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Mother’s Day
Eltham District Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4PB)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4PB)
Nillumbik Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4SO)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30pm (3/4SO)

2nd Carols
10th Year 6 Graduation TBC
15th End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as
dates may be altered due to
unforeseen circumstances.
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THURSDAY CHICKEN CLUB

ST THOMAS CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
Please refer to
our 2021
Clubs & Activities
timetable for the
extra clubs and
activities offered
during the lunch and
recess breaks.
There’s something for
everyone!
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GARDENING NEWS - THANK YOU NO MORE CONTAINERS REQUIRED
Thank you to all our families for your support in collecting and donating plastic containers for
Gardening. We now have a wonderful supply of containers and no longer need any more donations at
this stage. Thanks again.

Clean Up Australia-Schools Day
Prep - Year 6 Term 1, Week 7 2021

During March students from across Australia are encouraged to help Melbourne stay clean and green by teaming up with fellow students and teachers
and clean up their schoolyard. You'll be amazed at what our students can accomplish.

St Thomas is an officially registered clean up event site: No 18658
Our Clean Up Schools Day is:


Term 1 Week 7



During Bush School + Gardening Lessons

Participation will include 5 components:


Organising and preparing for the clean up event;



The clean up day;



The disposal and sorting of the rubbish collected;



The completion of the Official Clean Up Rubbish Survey; and



The planning of ways to continue to reduce waste @ St Thomas.
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — PFM
With Valentine’s Day coming up on Sunday our focus centred around ‘LOVE’ and the ways we can show love to those
we care about. We discussed how I love nature and in turn I
need to care for it. There are many ways we can all take
care of the Bush School space we love to spend time in. After
sharing the book ‘Love Bugs’ by Simon Puttock we went to
play, explore and build new friendships. Today we were
busy making eco friendly confetti for someone we love. We
decorated heart shapes with nature parts we collected. We
cooked up special dishes for those we love. Some of us made
homes for bugs, others relaxed under the shade of the gums
reading books about bugs, while others hunted for bugs using magnifying glasses.
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL - PJP
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