ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 04. 4th March, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
It is great to be able to host school tours for new families on the school premises. We have had a
number of ex-students coming back to St Thomas looking at enrolling their own children in the
same school that they attended as children. They are noticing how many physical changes have
occurred in regards to the grounds and buildings but still feel it is still the St Thomas the Apostle
School they remember. Official tour dates are listed on our website but I am happy to accommodate
tours at other times if this suits families. If you know of any families looking for a school for their
child please encourage them to ring the school and make a time to have a look around. Today’s
family that visited the school where lucky to see our Koorabilli Bush School in action.

WARATAH BAY SCHOOL CAMP
On Friday afternoon all Year 5 & Year 6 students and staff returned in one piece from school camp at
Waratah Bay - which is always a good thing. The camp was a great success and it appears that the
giant swing and surfing were the highlights. Thanks once again to the staff who accompanied the
children, they all slept extremely well on Friday night.

Reminder -School Closure Days
No School - Tomorrow (Friday) 5th March and Monday, 8th March
On Friday we are joining the staff from Sacred Heart and St Mary’s for professional development in Religious
Education. & Monday is the Labour Day holiday. Enjoy the long weekend.
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CONGRATULATIONS CIARA!
Congratulations to Ciara J (5/6TB) who competed at the Nillumbik Division
Swimming on Monday. She swam outstandingly and won both the freestyle
and butterfly events.
Ciara has now progressed on to the Northern Metropolitan Regional
Swimming in a fortnight. Good luck Ciara!

CULTURAL DAY
Yesterday we celebrated Cultural Day as part of Harmony
Week. The African drumming was a huge hit and the
children thoroughly enjoyed playing the instruments and
making a lot of noise. The pasta lunch was also a great
success. The children loved the variety of activities which included art and sport. Thanks to the specialist team for organising such a great day. The children all made an effort to
come dressed in their country of origin clothes and it was
quite a spectacular sight.

GENERAL FAITH NIGHT
Tonight is the second session of the General Faith Night commencing at 7.00pm via zoom. Tuesday’s
was well attended and the presenter delivered a very interesting discussion on the sacraments. We
look forward to seeing you all there tonight.

PLAY EQUIPMENT OUT OF BOUNDS
Parents and children please note that all playground equipment, including the Prep playground, is out
of bounds to all children, including toddlers, before and after school as the school grounds are not
supervised by staff at these times.

2021 SCHOOL FEES DUE BY 19TH FEBRUARY
A reminder to families that 2021 School Fees invoices were sent out recently.
Please check your child’s school bag or phone the office for another copy if you
are yet to receive it.
All Term 1 School Fees and Levies, including Student Levies. Computer
Levies and iPad Levies and Waratah Camp fees were due by Friday,
19th February, 2021.

David Delaney
Principal
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021
March
4th General Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
5th Student Free Day— Staff PD Day
8th Labour Day Public Holiday
10th Open Afternoon & Tour -12.00pm - 1.30pm
14th Catholic Education Week commences
17th St Patrick’s Day
18th Prep Teddy Bear Picnic 5.00pm
27th Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm
28th Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am
30th PEB Meeting 7.00pm
31st Showcase of children learning 2.00pm

April
1st
2nd
4th
19th
20th
22th

25th

End of Term 1. Students finish 1.00pm
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Term 2 Commences
Eucharist Faith Night 5.30 & 7.00 pm
Prep 2022 Enrolment Information Night
commencing 7.00pm
ANZAC Day (Sunday)

May
1st
2nd
7th
9th
14th
15th
16th
22nd
23rd
24th
29th
30th

First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4CM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4CM)
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Mother’s Day
Eltham District Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4PB)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4PB)
Nillumbik Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4SO)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30pm (3/4SO)

June
14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
25th End of Term 2. Students finish at 1.00pm

July
12th Term 3 Commences
17th Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
27th Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
28th Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

August
12th School Closure Days
13th School Closure Days
22th Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral 2.30pm
September
3th Father’s Day Breakfast
5th Father’s Day
8th Art Show
9th Art Show
17th End of Term 3 . Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
Reconciliation Faith Night
PEB AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm

December
2nd Carols
10th Year 6 Graduation TBC
15th End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Intervention and Extension Opportunities - supporting student learning
As you are probably aware, classroom teachers have been spending the first few weeks of 2021
getting to know your children and their individual needs. Some students have been identified as
requiring some extra support and others are at the other end of the spectrum, needing to extend
their learning. At St. Thomas’ we offer many opportunities for support and extension through
open-ended tasks that challenge all students. Teachers use enabling and extending prompts to
differentiate their teaching and learning opportunities for students. We also recognise that some
students require specialised support, therefore we offer programs to support these students.
Classroom or specialist teachers may contact you regarding the needs of your child and the ways
you can support them to learn to their full potential in a partnership with the school.
Last year, during remote learning, many of our parents learnt new things about their children’s
learning. We understand that this was a very difficult time for our families and that now life is
getting back to normal for many families, life becomes busier. It is, however, essential that parents support their children’s learning at home. Evidence suggests that student results are significantly increased if parents are engaged in supporting their children to reinforce their learning at
home.
At St. Thomas’ we ask that parents:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Know what students are learning about at school by reading the curriculum overview
sent out each term. Reinforce skills taught at school in the home environment.
Ensure that students homework is completed and submitted on time.
Spend time reading to and with your child. Even 12 year old’s can still enjoy reading
with their parents.
Keep in touch with your child’s teachers - make sure they are informed of any changes
or issues that may impact your child’s emotional wellbeing (students can’t learn if they
are not happy)
Participate in opportunities to engage with students when able to at school - Showcase
of Learning, parent helper program, invitations to share your expertise with students.

Parent Helper Workshop
This year we are offering parents the opportunity to complete our parent helper workshop in the
comfort of their own home instead of holding an information workshop at school. This workshop
will be recorded for parents to view and will include a quick quiz at the end, whereby parents will
receive confirmation of their completion of this course. If you have already completed this course
prior to this year, there is no need to complete it again but you may wish to do so to refresh your
memory. This course is mandatory for all parents/grandparents/caregivers to complete if you
wish to volunteer to help in the classroom. A link for this workshop will be posted on Compass
over the next few days. Classroom teachers will send out notification to you via Class Dojo to inform you of when they are commencing their parent helper program in their classrooms. They
also have a list of parents who have completed the course in the past, so if you are unsure, please
ask them to check your status.
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LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

Are they old enough?
How to navigate key online milestones for your child.
Parents and carers play a key role in guiding their children as
they first encounter the online world and begin to learn through
exploration, play and social interaction.
When is your child old enough to take their first online steps and
begin to explore on their own? How soon are they ready for
smartphones and social media accounts?
It is a good idea to protect younger children from online risks such
as encountering harmful content, contact with strangers or missing out on physical activity. But it is
up to you to decide when and how they take these first steps, and how best to support them as they
begin their online journey.
Here are some links to helpful information for parents addressing the following issues:






Should your preschooler be using online devices?
Is your child old enough for a smartphone?
When are they ready for social media accounts?
Determine your child's readiness for social media
Resources for parents

Religious Education Update
Our sacramental journey for 2021 has begun with the attendance of
140 families at our first General Faith Night offered via Zoom. We
thank those who attended and we trust that this was an informative
session for those involved.
This term we have commenced preparations for our Year 3 and 4
students to receive their First Eucharist. Thank you to all families
who have booked their preferred date. This year due to the large
number of students receiving the sacrament, we have eight First
Eucharist Masses in the month of May. Parents of students in Years
3 and 4 will receive an information pack which outlines all of the details you will need to prepare for this special event.
Please note that the students of Year 3 are required to attend one of the Parish Masses on the
weekend of the 27th and 28th March to demonstrate their commitment to receive their First
Eucharist. At this Mass, students will receive a special pin which they will wear when they receive
the sacrament. Students in Year 4 are not required to attend these masses, they are invited,
however they have already participated in a Commitment Ceremony at school last year and they
have already received their pin. Parents of Year 3 and 4 students will receive a link via Compass to
book attendance at this Mass.
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NCCD NOTIFICATION

Parents, Carers and Guardians
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) On
School Students with Disability
What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data?
Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments or
“help” at school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of students
with disability.

Who is counted in the data collection?
To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions:
1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same basis as
other students?
2. Is the help given because of a disability? The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students.
3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide?
4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons that
the student needs this help? The school will need to keep copies of tests, student work, assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and information about how the
student’s learning is moving along over time.
Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose
a disability group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student.

What does the word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD?
In the NCCD the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA).
There are four types of disability that the school can choose from: sensory, cognitive, socialemotional and physical.
Many students that need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students
with learning problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia), health problems (e.g. epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/
hearing loss and social-emotional problems (e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).
Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support students with their learning. Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a
student in NCCD. Teachers can use all that they know about the student’s learning and the records that they have collected over time to decide if a student can be counted in the NCCD.
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What sort of help does the school give students?
Students need different types of help at school. Some students need a little help sometimes while other
students need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs of the student. The help can include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or things like special
desks or chairs), extra teacher help in classes, special learning programs, changes to the work they give
the student or extra adult help.

How will the NCCD be different this year?
All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015. The government will use
the NCCD data as part of the funding to schools.

What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD? Schools work together
with families to understand the needs of each child. It is helpful if families give their child’s teacher a
copy of any letters or reports they have. The letters or reports will help the school understand the child
and the help that they might need. Letters from doctors, psychologists, speech pathologists, doctor,
and occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for schools. These reports along with information
that the teacher has (i.e. school based tests, your child’s work and learning plans) helps the school to
understand and meet your child’s needs.

What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information? Each school
principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year. The school will give the information to the
Catholic Education Office. The school will work with the Catholic Education Office to make sure that the
NCCD data is OK before they give the data to the government. The government will not be given the
names of any students or any letters or records. Please ask your school for their privacy policy if you
need to know more.

Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD?
Amendments were made to the Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation 2013). Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD. You cannot ask
the school not to count your child.

Where can I find out more?
Please contact Peter Sist if you have further questions about the NCCD and/or refer to the national
NCCD Portal.

Peter Sist
Deputy Principal
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CULTURAL DAY ACTIVITIES
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Clean Up Australia-Schools Day
Prep - Year 6 Term 1, Week 7 2021

During March students from across Australia are encouraged to help Melbourne stay clean and green by teaming up with fellow students and teachers
and clean up their schoolyard. You'll be amazed at what our students can accomplish.
St Thomas is an officially registered clean up event site: No 18658
Our Clean Up Schools Day is:


Term 1 Week 7



During Bush School + Gardening Lessons

Participation will include 5 components:


Organising and preparing for the clean up event;



The clean up day;



The disposal and sorting of the rubbish collected;



The completion of the Official Clean Up Rubbish Survey; and



The planning of ways to continue to reduce waste @ St Thomas.

BUSH SCHOOL - THANK YOU
A special thank you to the Brewer, Burchfield and Tame
families for their wonderful donations of wood offcuts to
the Bush School Program. During Term 2 we will be
able to try our hand at some simple woodworking..
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — PFM
A child’s imagination is a very beautiful thing.”
We hear the elves and fairies have found a home in our Bush School space. So today we read the
book ‘Isabella’s Secret’ by Jane Tanner.
Then we went out looking for them amongst the trees, grasses and flowers. We built them treehouses and castles. We dressed up as elves and fairies, we made some nature wands and did magic
- turning princesses into frogs.
It was a beautiful day to be playing, exploring, creating and building friendships amongst the elves
and fairies.
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — PJP
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SCA NEWS
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SECONDARY SCHOOL OPEN DAYS & ENROLMENTS
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