ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 05. 11th March, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
I hope you took the opportunity over the long weekend to have some down time and recharge your
batteries. The staff had a very productive day last Friday at St Mary’s where we really explored our
teaching practices of delivering the Religious Education program in this current day and age. We
joined with St Mary’s and Sacred Heart staff and finished the day with a combined Mass where our
classroom prayer table cloths were blessed.

OPEN MORNING TOURS
We are continuing to conduct school tours for prospective families, which is a great opportunity to
showcase our school and the terrific programs and opportunities we offer our students and families.
On Sunday, 14th March, between 9.00am and 11.00am, we will be holding an open morning for
prospective families to attend a tour of our school. Our School Leaders have generously offered their
time to assist with conducting these tours. Please spread the word to any families you may know who
are looking for a school for next year and in the future.

CLEAN UP SCHOOLS DAY 2021
This week as part of Bush School and our Gardening Programs the students have been participating
in Clean Up Australia by focussing on the cleanliness of our school. They have been taking part in
discussions about the three “R’s” Recycle, Reuse and Reduce and how this can be implemented in the
context of our school.
We thank them for their hard work and enthusiasm which has paid off. Our school grounds are
looking much cleaner and tidier for their efforts.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

PATRICK WING RENOVATIONS
The renovations of the Patrick Wing are going full steam ahead. All
demolition and plumbing has been completed. The builders are now
ready to commence work on the framing.

PREP TEDDY BEARS PICNIC—18TH MARCH
Next Thursday, 18th March, from 5.00pm, our Prep students and
their families are gathering together for our annual Teddy Bears
Picnic. This family orientated evening is a great opportunity for the
Prep families to mingle, share some food and watch a really cute
performance from the Preps.

NO DOGS PERMITTED ON SCHOOL GROUNDS OR NEAR BACK GATE
A reminder to all families that dogs are not permitted on the school property, including
the school carpark areas, unless they are a Guide Dog or an Assist Dog. Thank you for
your understanding.

PLAY EQUIPMENT OUT OF BOUNDS
Parents and children please note that all playground equipment, including the Prep playground, is
out of bounds to all children, including toddlers, before and after school as the school grounds are not
supervised by staff at these times.

TERM 1 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to families that 2021 School Fees invoices were sent out in
February. Please check your child’s school bag or phone the office for another
copy if you are yet to receive it.
All Term 1 School Fees and Levies, including Student Levies, Computer
Levies and iPad Levies and Waratah Camp fees were due by Friday,
19th February, 2021.

David Delaney
Principal
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021
March

July

14th
14th
17th
16th

12th
17th
19th
27th

18th
25th
27th
28th
30th
31st

Catholic Education Week commences
Open Day 9.00am-11.00am (Sunday)
St Patrick’s Day
Open Day 9.30am –11.00am (Tues)
Northern Metro Region Swimming
Prep Teddy Bear Picnic 5.00pm
Open Morning 9.00am-11.00am (Thurs)
Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm
Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am
PEB Meeting 7.00pm
Showcase of Term 1 learning 2.30pm

April
1st End of Term 1
Students finish 1.00pm
2nd Good Friday
4th Easter Sunday
19th Term 2 Commences
19th School Closure Day
20th Eucharist Faith Night 5.30 & 7.00 pm
22th Prep 2022 Enrolment Information Night
commencing 7.00pm
23rd Colour Run 2.30pm - 3.30pm
25th ANZAC Day (Sun) - no Vic. Public Holiday
26th SCA Meeting 7.30pm

May
1st
2nd
7th
9th
14th
15th
16th
22nd
23rd
24th
29th
30th

First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4CM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4CM)
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Mother’s Day
Eltham District Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4PB)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4PB)
Nillumbik Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4SO)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30pm (3/4SO)

June
14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
25th End of Term 2.
Students finish at 1.00pm

28th

Term 3 Commences
Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

August
5th
12th
13th
16th
22th
23rd

Eltham District Athletics
School Closure Days
School Closure Days
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral 2.30pm
Book Week commences

September
3th Father’s Day Breakfast
5th Father’s Day
8th Art Show
9th Art Show
17th End of Term 3
Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
Reconciliation Faith Night
PEB AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm

December
2nd Carols
10th Year 6 Graduation TBC
15th End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.
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RELIGIOUS DIMENSION
Pedagogy of Encounter
Last Friday our staff had the opportunity to engage in a day of professional learning with the staff of
St. Mary’s and Sacred Heart. This day was very productive - staff explored a new method of teaching
with a focus on understanding the Catholic faith called Pedagogy of Encounter. This is all about
students engaging in rich dialogue - encouraging deeper thinking and a sense of connection between
our faith and life. Teachers will be beginning to implement this approach to their teaching starting
in Term 2 to help students to know what they believe and how that fits within our Catholic context.

Sacrament of First Eucharist
Today students in Years 3 and 4 have received an envelope containing
information about the Sacrament of First Eucharist. This pack also contains
links to book attendance at our upcoming Commitment Masses. As previously
mentioned, students in Year 3 are required to attend with optional attendance
for our Year 4’s on the weekend of 27th and 28th March 2021. Mass times are
listed in the calendar and booklet included in the pack. Please note - due to
density limitations in our Church, it is a requirement to book attendance at all
Masses. There will be a limit to the total number of guests that are allowed to
attend all First Eucharist Masses of no more than 10 guests per family (not including the First Eucharist Candidate). We will be strictly adhering to this limit.

General Faith Night - Recording and Resources
Thank you to everyone who attended last week’s General Faith Night. We understand that some
families had technical difficulties or were unable to attend. Please use this link to access the recording of the session and enter this password (^pA6riz3).

Let us keep the flame of faith alive through prayer and the
sacraments: let us make sure we do not forget God.
Pope Francis

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Classroom Helpers Training
This year we have moved to a high tech solution in order to reach as many families as possible with
our classroom helper training. The completion of this training is a prerequisite for all classroom
helpers. Attendees need only complete this training once - if you have already completed it before
your child started Prep or during their early years at St Thomas’ there is no need to complete it
again. This training consists of two components, firstly a video workshop and then the completion of
a quiz. Here are the links to these two aspects of the training Video - https://youtu.be/dUfbYTXgA-E
Quiz - https://forms.gle/7RVh15hwgw5nghf68
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SCHOOL VISIT BY OUR LOCAL MEMBER
At the beginning of the year, our two school vice captains, Jarvis and Indianna, wrote a letter to
Vicki Ward MP Member for Eltham, asking for her support in supplying our school with new flags.
As Jarvis and Indianna indicated to Ms Ward, our flags were old and tatty. I'm pleased to announce
that, because of the wonderful initiative and leadership shown by these two students, we now have
not only new Australian and Aboriginal flags, we also have a Torres Strait Island flag as well!
We thank Ms Ward for presenting the school with these and we look forward to flying them!

Peter Sist - Deputy Principal
Learning Diversity/Student Wellbeing

THANK YOU BARB!
We would like to send a special thank you to Barb from St Thomas
Retirement Village for the generous donation of a bag full of Woolworths
Discovery Garden Pots of Fun. This will make a fun activity for our
students in their Gardening lessons. Thanks Barb!

LABELING UNIFORMS & YEAR 6 RUGBY JUMPERS
A reminder to all families to please ensure all your child’s school uniform items are clearly labelled
with their name. We have had a number of new green uniform pieces brought to lost property with no
names which makes it difficult to return them back to their owner.
This is a timely reminder as most of the Year 6 rugby tops were handed out this afternoon. Please
label these as soon as your child brings it home tonight. Unfortunately some Year 6 students did not
receive their rugby jumpers today. We have contacted Academy Uniforms. Please understand this out
of our control and your patience is greatly appreciated.
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STEP UP TO CLEAN UP: CLEAN UP SCHOOLS DAY 2021
Since 1992, schools across Australia have got stuck in and made a real difference to their environment and local communities through participating in a Schools Clean Up.
Over 2,000 preschools and primary schools participated in our 2020 Schools Clean Up Day and many
more have signed up for an Everyday Clean Up since then. These sites make an immense contribution to the rubbish removed by volunteers - young and old!
Schools Clean Up Day is a fun and engaging way to teach young Australians about the responsible
disposal of rubbish, resource recovery and the repercussions of rubbish dumped irresponsibly in the
local environment.
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — PFM
Clean Up Australia Day took place over the weekend.
Thousands of volunteers worked tirelessly to collect rubbish in
parks, waterways and public spaces all around Australia.
In Bush School today we read the book “Benny Bungurra’s Big
Bush Clean Up” by Sally Morgan. It led us to discuss the
impact of rubbish on the plants and animals in our Bush
School site.
We then went out on our own bush clean up gathering rubbish
in our Koorbilli space. Of course we still had time to play and
explore…. As we strengthened our social skills - communicating, collaborating, creating, sharing and negotiating.

All the while enjoying and caring for our little part of the
world.
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KOORIBILLI BUSH SCHOOL — PJP
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PREP CHICKEN CLUB
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SCA EASTER RAFFLE
Tickets were sent home on Tuesday for this year’s SCA Easter Raffle.
There are three lovely prizes to win, pictured below.

Remember you have to be in it to win it!

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
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SECONDARY SCHOOL OPEN DAYS & ENROLMENTS

Parade College
Term 2 Family Tour Dates
Tues.
Wed.
Tues.
Wed.
Tues.
Fri.
Tue.
Fri.
Mon.
Tues.
Tues.
Wed.

27 April
28 April
11 May
12 May
18 May
21 May
1 June
4 June
7 June
8 June
22 June
23 June

Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
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