ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 08 31st March, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
The current COVID-19 outbreak in Brisbane is a constant reminder that we need to be vigilant and
not complacent when it comes to hygiene and implementing safe behaviours. Next term the school
will continue providing hand sanitiser and extra cleaning protocols as we battle to keep this disease
out of Victoria.

SHOWCASE OF LEARNING
This afternoon we showcased our students’ learning from Term 1. It was great to see so many parents in the school as they celebrated their children’s achievements this term. The children have all
worked extremely hard and dedicated themselves to their studies. This was apparent when the Preps
performed on stage at last Monday’s assembly so magnificently.

PLAIN CLOTHES DAY TOMORROW
Tomorrow to celebrate the last day of term, students are permitted to
wear plain clothes and bring a gold coin donation for Project Compassion.

A reminder that the Term 1 ends for students tomorrow
Thursday, 1st April at 1:00 pm.
1:00pm

OSHC is available if you are unable to collect your
children at 1.00pm. Bookings essential.
_______________________________________
Monday, 19th April is a professional development
day for staff.

Term 2 commences for students on Tuesday, 20th April.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

TERM 2 WINTER UNIFORM
All students are required to wear their full correct winter school uniform when school resumes in
Term 2, that is either full brown uniform or full new green uniform. There is to be no inter mixing of
the old and new uniforms. The new green uniform is available for purchase from our supplier,
Academy Uniforms, in Thomastown. Hats are not compulsory to wear outside during Term 2 and
Term 3. Common sense will prevail if we get another hot spell at the start of term and it would be
preferable to wear the summer uniform.

PREP 2022 ENROLMENTS
We are currently accepting enrolments for Prep 2022. We have held numerous
open days which have been well attended. If you know of any families looking
for a great school for their child to attend, please encourage them to contact the
office and book in a tour.
Current families with siblings who are eligible to commence Prep in 2022 are
invited to stop by the school office to collect an enrolment form from Carly or
Francine.

It would be appreciated if current families could please submit their applications prior to
the commencement of school holidays as the school is due to commence transitioning to
new a computer system.

PREP 2022 INFORMATION NIGHT
On Thursday, 22nd April at 7.00pm, we are hosting our Prep 2022 Information evening. This is a
great opportunity for families to hear what our school has to offer, including specialist programs and
new refurbished facilities and our dedicated teachers. Details of the event will be posted on our
website.

Have a great break over this holiday period
and remember day light savings finishes
this weekend.

David Delaney
Principal

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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PARISH NEWS — EASTER MASSES
With Easter fast approaching we have set up the trybooking links for St Thomas and Sacred Heart.
Bookings open Tuesday, 16th March at 10:00am.
·

https://www.trybooking.com/BPQJY

Holy Thursday Sacred Heart

·

https://www.trybooking.com/BPQKF

Good Friday Sacred Heart

·

https://www.trybooking.com/BPQOI

Good Friday St Thomas

·

https://www.trybooking.com/BPQOU

Easter Vigil St Thomas

·

https://www.trybooking.com/BPORQ

Easter Sunday Sacred Heart

·

https://www.trybooking.com/BPQOX

Easter Sunday St Thomas

The Mass details are also on our website and it will take you directly to the trybooking link.
Could you please assist us by booking in for Mass as next Sunday we have a Sacrament Mass at
St Thomas and it will be extremely busy.
There are other days/weekends where will we have more than just “our regulars” at Mass in the
coming weeks.

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) - SEMESTER 1
Congratulations to the following students who were chosen to make up the Student Representative
Council at St Thomas for Semester 1 this year. As a group we have already had several meetings
about how we can not only maintain but extend some of the great things we do at St Thomas. To date
the students have represented not only themselves, but their classes with aplomb. We congratulate
them and look forward to their input next term.

SRC SEMESTER 1
PFM

Bobby D-M

PJP

Poppie S

1GK

Sofia P

1SB

Elissa C

2AG

Hamish B

2LS

Patrick G

3/4CM

Tristan K

3/4JM

Georgia O’K

3/4PB

Layla T

3/4SO

Eden D

5/6AP

Phoenix F

5/6BR

Mila M

5/6DH

Amelia D

5/6MW

Jayden C

5/6TB

Jessica G
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RELIGIOUS DIMENSION UPDATE
Eucharist Commitment Masses
Thank you to all families of students who will be receiving their First Eucharist in May, for attending a Eucharist Commitment Mass last weekend. All students who attended received a commitment pin which they
will wear on their white baptismal stole at their First Eucharist, they
stated their intention to receive their First Eucharist and received a special blessing from the parishioners and Fr Dixon. It was wonderful to see
so many of our students attend.

Eucharist Faith Night
Tuesday 20th April 2021 @ 7pm
In order to enable all families to attend, this night will be
offered through online video conferencing instead of requiring families to attend in person.
Register your intention to attend through this link—
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=a22vm
and once registered you will receive a confirmation email
with the link to access the Zoom meeting.
The session will be facilitated by Fr Terry Keane with a
focus on Eucharist in everyday life.

Booking Links for Sacrament Celebrations
At this stage we are required to adhere to a density limit of 1 person per 2 meters with a 1.5m
space between groups in our church. 1.5m = 2 chairs in the St Thomas’ Church. Therefore we are
unable to increase the limit on the number of guests allocated to students who are receiving their
First Eucharist at this stage in 2021. The current limit is 10 guests per family, we will let you
know if this changes.
Families are required to book for every guest (not
including the First Eucharist Candidate(s)).
Please make sure all guests are registered
to avoid embarrassment or exclusion. Only
those registered will be admitted. The links
for booking have been emailed through School
Interviews with a confirmation of the date parents have selected. Bookings are now open so
please book to avoid disappointment.
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ESAFETY NEWS

Parent and Carers webinar
eSafetys guide to parental controls
This webinar will look at how parents and carers can set up devices and apps to help keep young
people safer online.
Audience
Parents and carers of children aged 4-13
The webinar will cover:
 The benefits and limitations of parental controls
 How to set up iOS and Android devices for safety
 How to set up popular games and apps like YouTube and Roblox for safety
 Using family tech agreements and other parenting strategies to manage online risks
 How eSafety can help when things go wrong

The webinar will include practical tips, demonstrations and advice for parents and carers to help
keep young people safer online.

REGISTER NOW!

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Classroom Helpers Training
This year we have moved to a high tech solution in order to reach as many families as possible with
our classroom helper training. The completion of this training is a prerequisite for all classroom
helpers. Attendees need only complete this training once - if you have already completed it before
your child started Prep or during their early years at St Thomas’ there is no need to complete it
again. This training consists of two components, firstly a video workshop and then the completion of
a quiz. Here are the links to these two aspects of the training Video - https://youtu.be/dUfbYTXgA-E
Quiz - https://forms.gle/7RVh15hwgw5nghf68
All classroom helpers must have a current Working With Children Check and have submitted volunteer paperwork at the office. We thank you for supporting our students with their learning at school.
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021
April

August

2nd
4th
19th
19th
20th
22th

5th
12th
13th
16th
22th

Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Term 2 Commences
School Closure Day
Eucharist Faith Night 5.30 & 7.00 pm
Prep 2022 Enrolment Information Night
commencing 7.00pm
Colour Run 2.30pm - 3.30pm
ANZAC Day (Sun) - no Vic. Public Holiday
State Swimming Championships Go Ciara!
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Eucharist Reflection Day

23rd
25th
26th
29th

May
1st
2nd
3rd
7th
9th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
22nd
23rd
24th
29th
30th

First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4CM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4CM)
Mother’s Day gift packing
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Mother’s Day
Year 1/2 Edendale Farm Excursion
Eltham District Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4JM)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4JM)
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4PB)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4PB)
Nillumbik Cross Country
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4SO)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30pm (3/4SO)

June
14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
21st SCA Meeting 7.30pm
25th End of Term 2.
Students finish at 1.00pm

July
12th
17th
19th
21st
27th
28th

Term 3 Commences
Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

23rd

Eltham District Athletics
School Closure Days
School Closure Days
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral 2.30pm
Book Week commences

September
2nd Father’s Day gift packing
3th Father’s Day Breakfast
5th Father’s Day
8th Art Show
9th Art Show
17th End of Term 3
Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
11th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night
PEB AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th
22nd

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm
SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm

December
2nd
7th
10th
15th

Carols
SCA Meeting
Year 6 Graduation TBC
End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as
dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.
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DO YOU HAVE A CENTRELINK HEALTH CARE CARD?
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO CSEF FUNDING

202
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YEAR 1 & 2 FIRE EDUCATION INCURSION
As part of the Year 1 and 2 Inquiry on ‘Take Care and Be Safe’, we had
Fireman Nathan visit.
He told us that a fireman’s job is wide and varied. They put out fires,
attend car accidents, help in natural disasters and rescue cats stuck in
trees!
When a fire alarm sounds at the depot, a fireman has 90 seconds to get
dressed and into the fire truck. One quick way is to have his trousers
already tucked into position in his boots.
Nathan told us that children shouldn’t be scared when they see a fireman in his protective clothing and oxygen mask. He told us to get
down low and GO, GO, GO. Smoke always fills up high first. When you
get out of a burning house you NEVER go back into the danger. It is a
good idea to meet at the letter box.
Evie S (2LS) and her Dad, Nathan

SCHOOL BANKING
Can you volunteer? We need your help with the School Banking program!
Our students really enjoy participating in the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program and to
keep this program running we need your help.
The program requires a volunteer School Banking Co-ordinator to facilitate the banking and distribution of School Banking rewards. The School Banking is processed at the same time each week and
will only take a small amount of your time .The Commonwealth Bank will provide support in how to
run the program. Your help with the program will greatly benefit students as they practice saving
skills and also help our school with fundraising.
As part of volunteering you are eligible to receive a Certificate of Attainment that details the activities that you are involved in. For example: cash handling, program facilitation, account reconciliation
and more.
If you are interested in volunteering for this great program, please contact the School Principal.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

CROSS COUNTRY COMPETITION
On Monday the students in Year 3 to Year 6 competed in
the Interhouse Cross Country competition. They all did
an amazing job pushing themselves to meet the challenge
and complete the course. They should all be proud of
their achievements and adding to their House total for
the day. This event is part of our selection process for the
Eltham District Cross Country competition which will be
held in Term 2.

CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS
1st

BROADBENT

2nd

KIERCE

3rd

FINN

4th

ASHE
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SECONDARY SCHOOL OPEN DAYS & ENROLMENTS
Parents please not applications for Year 7, 2023 (current Year 5 students) to Catholic secondary
schools close Friday, 20th August 2021.

Parade College Term 2 Family
Tour Dates

Tues.
Wed.
Tues.
Wed.
Tues.
Fri.
Tue.
Fri.
Mon.
Tues.
Tues.
Wed.

27th April
28th April
11th May
12th May
18th May
21th May
1st June
4th June
7th June
8th June
22nd June
23rd June

Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
Preston
Bundoora
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LOCAL SPORTING CLUB NEWS
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