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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

 

251 Diamond Creek Road 

Greensborough North, 3088 

Telephone:   9434 4565 

                                     

No 10  29th April, 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

FIRST EUCHARIST MASSES 

CONGRATULAITIONS! 

Congratulations to Year 5 student, Ciara J (5/6TB), who competed at 

the State Schools Swimming Championship on Monday at MSAC. 

Ciara won the 50m Freestyle and  is now the State Schools Champion. 

In her 50m Butterfly event she was runner up  by 0.17 of a second. A 

fantastic performance in both events. As a school community we are so 

proud of Ciara and her achievements and  it is a testament to all of her 

dedication and hard work. 

First Eucharist Masses commence this weekend with the students from 3/4CM. 

Today they participated in workshops and reflection activities as they continued 

their preparation for this sacrament. Due to the State Government COVID19 

restrictions, families are restricted to no more than ten guests not  including the 

candidate. This restriction is beyond our control as we need to include the           

regular St Thomas the Apostle parishioners in our Mass attendance numbers. 

We thank our families for their support and cooperation on this matter. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who will be celebrating their First                   

Eucharist this weekend: 

Olivia C, Violet C, Olivia G, Ethan H, Jackson H, Alessia L, Amelia P,                                   

Kiara S, & Allegra T. Alexander B, Matthew B, Emilie C, Eva C, Michael C,                          

Adam F, Addison H,  Liza H, Tristan K,  Coco L, Ebony P, Sari-Jade R & Lara V. 
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Mother’s Day Breakfast 

We are all looking forward to hosting this event again this year. It will 

be held next Friday, 7th May from 7.30am in the gymnasium. Mother’s 

attending will need to pre-register through an RSVP sheet and use the 

QR code on arrival. We will be providing bacon and egg rolls, sausages, 

fruit, juice and hot beverages. This is a lovely opportunity for the          

children to attend breakfast with their mum or special female.           

Children will be supervised on the yard from 8.30am or they may wish 

to stay with Mum till 8.45am and then head straight to class. 

 

We are looking for some dads to volunteer to help in the morning.                                                   

If you are able to assist, please contact the school office.  

 

Mother’s Day Stall 

The SCA will again be running a Mother’s Day stall which will be held next Friday, 7th  May. Gifts 

can be purchased for $7.00 via the QKR App or exact money on the day. A flyer advertising the event 

was posted on Compass on Tuesday and is included in this newsletter. 

MOTHER’S DAY CELERBRATIONS 

PREP 2022 INFORMATION NIGHT 

The Eltham District Inter-School sport competition commences next Friday, 7th May and it will            

involve all students in Year 6 and some of our Year 5 students dependent on where numbers are  

required. 

INTER SCHOOL SPORT 

SCHOOL CAR PARK 

A reminder to all our parents, carers and grandparents to be careful when entering, exiting, parking 

and driving through the school car park. Please be mindful of both students crossing the road and 

cars reverse parking  into car parks. Please keep a safe distance between cars when driving at all 

times. 

Our Prep 2022 Enrolment Information Evening will be held on Tuesday, 4th May at 7.00pm. For  

existing families who have child enrolled for Prep 2022 who have not yet booked in please follow 

this link to register your interest in attending -  

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=w8v5k  

 

This event is a COVID Safe event which is registered as a public event with the Victorian              

Government as a Tier 3 event with appropriate COVID Safe protocols implemented.  

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=w8v5k
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Commencing the week of 10th May, the students in Years 3 and 5 will be undertaking their NAPLAN 

tests online here at school. NAPLAN  cover sNumeracy, Language Conventions, Reading and            

Writing. The teachers have been working with the students in preparation for this testing and the 

students have undertaken a practice test late last term. There is no need for the children to get        

anxious about completing these tasks and we ask all parents to reassure their children that simply 

doing your best is enough. 

 

NAPLAN 

David Delaney 

Principal 

TERM 2 SCHOOL FEES 

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2 

School Fees of $610 are due by 30th April. 

Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated. 

If you are having trouble meeting your  financial commitment please con-

tact me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss. 

 

ST THOMAS CROSS  COUNTRY  2021 

Congratulations to the students who were selected to form the cross country squad. The squad mem-

bers were chosen based on the two trials which were held recently. There will be six students in each 

age group and we will also have some emergencies  (who will run in place of anyone that becomes un-

available). 

 

Well done to all the students who have put themselves forward for selection by choosing to have a go 

in the second trial. 

 

Practice began on Wednesday this week and will continue tomorrow (Friday) at lunch and then on 

Tuesday and Thursday next week. 
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LEARNING, TEACHING AND R.E. UPDATE 

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION 
 

With such an important sacrament being received by our students in Years Three and Four starting 

this week I thought it would be an opportunity to share some background information about Eucha-

rist. 

 

The word 'communion' means to be united with; Catholics believe that in Holy Communion we are 

united in a special way with Jesus Christ. 

 

At his last supper, Jesus said of the bread that he shared among his followers, "Take and eat, this is 

my body." When we receive Holy Communion, Catholics believe that in a mysterious way we are 

sharing in the body and blood of Christ. 

 

Holy Communion and the whole celebration is also known as Eucharist, from a Greek word meaning 

thanksgiving. 

 

Fr Terry provided families with insight into the Eucharist in our lives at the Eucharist Faith Night 

last week and I have been impressed by the dialogue that I have been hearing in classrooms about 

why it is important to receive the Sacrament of Eucharist. Parents can also help children to develop 

their own faith by explaining their thinking and understanding of Eucharist and the Mass.  

 

Did you know that 2021 is the Year of the Eucharist? I invite you to pray the prayer below with your  

family this week. 
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SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING — AT HOME! 

You want to help your child develop their literacy and numeracy skills, but working out how can be 

tricky. How do you find activities that reinforce and build on the concepts and skills your child will 

encounter in the classroom? The answer is by using the Learning Potential website. Everything on 

the site supports the Australian Curriculum for primary school, and is child (and parent) friendly. 

Browse by your child’s year level, or search for a topic, and the website will suggest ideas, activities, 

games and videos you can use to support your child’s learning. Here’s a snippet of some of the re-

sources available.  

Remember to keep in touch with your child’s class teacher to find out how your child is going with 

their learning. They are a great resource too!  

 

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/
http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/
http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/everyday-ideas
http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/practise-together
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April 
29th Eucharist Reflection Day 

 

May 

  1st   First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4CM) 

  2nd  First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4CM) 

  3rd Mother’s Day gift packing 

  4th Prep Information Evening, 7.00pm 

  7th Mother’s Day Breakfast 7.30am-8.30am 

 Mother’s Day Stall 

  9th  Mother’s Day 

 13th Year 1/2 Edendale Farm Excursion 

 14th Eltham District Cross Country 

15th   First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4JM) 

16th  First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4JM) 

17th SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

19th Report Writing Day - Student Free Day 

22nd   First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4PB) 

23rd  First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4PB) 

24th Nillumbik Cross Country 

29th  First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4SO) 

30th  First Eucharist Mass 10.30pm (3/4SO) 

June                                                                  
14th  Queen’s Birthday Holiday                                

21st   SCA Meeting 7.30pm                                            

25th  Crazy Hair /Hat Day                                            

 End of Term 2.                                       

 Students finish at  1.00pm 

July  
12th Term 3 Commences 

17th  Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm 

19th SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

 21st SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

 27th Confirmation Faith Night  7.30pm 

 (students & sponsors) 

 28th Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm 

 (students & sponsors) 
 

 

August  

 5th Eltham District Athletics 

12th  School Closure Days 

13th School Closure Days 

16th SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

22th Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral 2.30pm 

23rd Book Week commences 

 

September  

  2nd Father’s Day gift packing 

  3th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

  5th  Father’s Day 

  8th  Art Show 

  9th  Art Show 

17th  End of Term 3  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

October  
  4th  Term 4 commences 

  7th  Year 4 Camp TBC 

  8th  Year 4 Camp TBC 

11th SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

12th  Reconciliation Faith Night 

19th  PEB AGM 7.00pm 

21st  Year 4 Camp TBC 

22st Year 4 Camp TBC 

 

November  
 1st  School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 2nd  Melbourne Cup Day 

11th  Remembrance Day 

18th  Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm 

22nd SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm 

  

December 

  2nd  Carols 

  7th SCA Meeting 

10th Year 6 Graduation TBC 

15th  End of Year Mass 10.00am 

 End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

DIARY DATES FOR 2021 

Please check diary dates regularly as 

dates  may  be altered                                                

due to unforeseen  circumstances. 

Please note there is a Student Free Day scheduled for Report Writing on                      

Monday, 19th May.                          
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MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST  

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
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RESIDENT BLUE TONGUE LIZARDS 

Our younger students have had a lovely week blue tongue lizard spotting at lunch time and recess. 

The blue tongue lizards and the  students have enjoyed the lovely sunny days this week. 

My swimming journey began at the first level which was District 

where I was successful and then Division which I also won. I was 

then on to Regionals and this is where it got exciting. I won              

Regionals in butterfly by a finger tip - it was that close that they 

had to watch the video over and over again to determine the             

winner. I won in freestyle and butterfly which meant I was head-

ing on to States. This is where my nerves started to kick in.                 

I knew I was going up against my rival. I was really nervous but I 

was in the fastest lane heading in to Monday. My nerves were  get-

ting  bigger and bigger. Sunday night I went to bed at 7.30pm and 

woke up at 5.30am Monday to go for a light training session and 

get into my race suit. On the way to the pool I was really nervous.  

I wanted to win badly. We arrived and we walked up to MSAC. We 

were the first people there. I did my stretches and I was then in the 

zone. I was all ready to go. I went to marshalling and met my  

competitors. We walked down to the pool and stood behind the 

blocks. At this point I was  feeling excited. All my nerves went 

away, I dived in and I was off. I finished 2nd in the butterfly and 

1st in freestyle. I was excited with my result and was looking for-

ward to celebrating. I was also quite tired afterwards. 

 

CIARA J (5/6TB) - HER SWIMMING JOURNEY 

I’d like to thank my Mum for getting up every morning at 5.00am to take me swimming and for               

always supporting me. Thank you also to Dad and Mr Wals for coming to watch! 
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BUSH SCHOOL  - PFM 

Animal Homes 

This week at Bush School we spent some time 

discussing animals and their homes. We read 

the book ‘Find Out About Animal Homes’ by 

Martin Jenkin. This led us to think about par-

ticular animals… Where do they live? What is 

their home made of? And why do they live 

there? 

The children spent time today making homes 

for our bush wildlife toys using natural materi-

als found on the ground. We considered the im-

portance of ‘consent in nature’. Instead of just 

taking any plant parts for arts and crafts, in-

stead we could try looking on the ground for 

plant parts first. We also built stick structures, 

cooked meals in the outdoor kitchen and took a 

closer look at the caterpillars and their eggs. 

It was a glorious sunny day to be out and about 

amongst the flowering manna gums and 

screeching lorikeets learning, exploring and 

playing with our friends.  



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

BUSH SCHOOL  - PFM 
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BUSH SCHOOL—PJP 
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BUSH SCHOOL — PJP 
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The Year 1 and 2 students participated in their immersion this 

morning to introduce them into our  new sustainability unit. As is 

evident in these photos the students in  2AG loved exploring the 

different activities.   

YEAR 1 & 2 INQUIRY IMMERSION 
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