ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 13 20th May, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
We hope families enjoyed their mid week break. The staff had a very productive day yesterday as
they commenced working on their semester reports for your children. These reports will be published
on a new platform this year as we will be using Compass.
The children should be commended on their amazing job over the last two weeks to complete their
NAPLAN tests. They stayed on task and tried their hardest to perform in a format that many would
not be overly familiar with. The teachers made it as stress free as possible and implemented the testing procedures really well.

FIRST EUCHARIST MASSES
Last weekend 3/4JM celebrated their First Eucharist at the Saturday and Sunday Masses. We
continue to celebrate First Eucharist Masses this weekend with the students from 3/4PB. Due to the
State Government COVID19 restrictions, families are restricted to no more than ten guests not
including the candidate. This restriction is beyond our control as we need to include the regular St
Thomas the Apostle parishioners in our Mass attendance numbers. We thank our families for their
support and cooperation on this matter.

Congratulations to the following students who will be celebrating their
First Eucharist this weekend:
Adele A, Aiden G, James M, Jordan C, Charlotte S, Lucas D’A,
Zac T, Amelia G, Logan C, Lucie G, Thomas E, Alexia M,
Zara M, Ava B, Selena K, Lenny K, Joshua C, Benjamin K,
Millicent S, Marc P, Imogen M, Maja K & Chelsea K
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

TERM 2 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2
School Fees of $610 were due by 30th April.
Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated.
If you are having trouble meeting your financial commitment please contact me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss.

David Delaney
Principal

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP
As a Deputy Principal and Learning Diversity Leader at St Thomas the Apostle School, I am very
privileged to meet with parents and students on a daily basis. Most of the time my conversations are
centred around the learning requirements of some of our students and how we, as a school, can best
cater for these needs. During one of these conversations I was having with a mum and dad on
Monday, I was challenged to consider the needs of the parents. These parents have just received a
ADHD diagnosis for their child. The mum asked me if we had a ‘parent support group’ for parents of
children with ADHD. I had to say ‘no’, however, an idea has now been spawned.
I would like to establish a Parent Support Group for parents of children with ADHD. If you are
interested in joining this group, or if you would like further information, please send me an email
at psist@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If there is interest, I will form a working party and we will establish a ‘vision’ for this group and
create a common understanding around how we can best support each other.
Peter Sist
Deputy Principal
Learning Diversity Leader

YEAR 1/2 INQUIRY UNIT & OLD BROWN UNIFORMS
Students in Year 1/2 as part of their Inquiry Unit at looking at options for repurposing and recycling
our old brown and yellow uniform items. Could families with old uniforms please hold on to these to
donate at a later date. Likewise items can be placed in the repurposing/recycling uniform bin in the
office.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

DIARY DATES FOR 2021
May
22nd
23rd
24th
27th
29th
30th

First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4PB)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30am (3/4PB)
Nillumbik Cross Country
Yr 3/4 Local Walk Excursion
First Eucharist Mass 6.00pm (3/4SO)
First Eucharist Mass 10.30pm (3/4SO)

June
14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
21st SCA Meeting 7.30pm
24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am
25th Crazy Hair /Hat Day
End of Term 2.
Students finish at 1.00pm

July
12th
17th
19th
21st
27th
28th

Term 3 Commences
Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

August
5th
12th
13th
16th
22th
23rd

Eltham District Athletics
School Closure Days
School Closure Days
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral
at 2.30pm
Book Week commences

September
2nd Father’s Day gift packing
3th Father’s Day Breakfast
5th Father’s Day
8th Art Show
9th Art Show
17th End of Term 3
Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
11th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night
SAC AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th
22nd
25th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm
SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm
SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run

December
2nd
7th
10th
15th

Carols
SCA Meeting
Year 6 Graduation TBC
End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as
dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY
Last Friday thirty-six children represented the school in
the Eltham District Cross Country competition at Lower
Eltham Park. It was a bit soggy underfoot in parts, but
all the children finished the course and ran really well.
Nine children, due to their strong finishes, now progress
onto the Divisional level next week at Bundoora Park. It
was great to see so many parents able to attend and
support not only their children but all the competitors
from St Thomas the Apostle.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

ELTHAM DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY
On Friday we took the bus to Eltham Lower Park and competed in the Eltham District Cross
Country. We had trained twice a week since the beginning of term and we were ready for the 2 and 3
kilometre run. Everyone was being asked the question; Are you nervous or excited? Most of us had a
mixture of both swarming inside of us. Starting with the 10 year old boys we built up until the 12
year old girls. We stretched, tore through the race and then supported our teammates. We cheered
the most when our school came third - we had all done so well. Thank you Mr Wals for all of your
organising, we know that everyone enjoyed it.
Indiana H and Jacob K.
Next week nine of our team will compete at the Nillumbik Cross Country as a result of placing in
the top 10 at the district competition. Well done and Good Luck.
Rye H, Daniel L, Ariana R, Imogen M, Jacob K, Mikey B, Ciara J, Chiara R, and Indianna H.

PREP & YEAR 1 INQUIRY UNIT
Over the past 2 weeks the Prep and Year 1 students have been looking after
chicken eggs. Over this time we have been lucky to watch chicks hatch from
their shells. We have learnt how to care for the chicks by feeding them,
giving them fresh water and raking up the poo as well as keeping them
warm. The students have learnt about the life cycle of a chicken as part of
their Inquiry Unit. Over these 2 weeks students have watched how quickly
the chicks grew after hatching, noticing each day that they were getting taller and that their feathers had started to change. It has been lovely to see the excited faces of students coming in each day
to see what had happened over night. Even older students and parents were drawn into the
Mumford Wing to have a look. It has been a great experience and we are happy that we have been
able to adopt all our chicks out to school families.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

YEAR 1 AND 2 EXCURSION TO EDENDALE FARM
Last Thursday, the Year 1 and 2 students went to Edendale
Farm. They had lessons about three different life cycles.
Richard told us about the Eltham Copper butterfly that is
thriving after it was thought to be extinct for thirty years. The
Eltham Copper butterfly gets its name from it’s coloured wings.
It only lays eggs on the Sweet Bursaria plant and the Notoncus
ants live in harmony underground. They protect the caterpillars until they emerge from its chrysalis as copper coloured butterflies. The Year 1 and 2’s intend to build a garden as a taking
action part of the Sustainability unit. We will purchase some
Sweet Bursaria plants to go in it.
Tara told us about the bee’s life cycle and how important it is to
our food production. We saw honeycomb and nectar samples.
Some students acted as plants and we saw what happens when
bees pollinate the flowers as compared to when they don’t.
Some students also re-enacted how honey is made from nectar.
The Year 1 and 2’s will purchase some colourful flowering
plants to go into their garden. They will also make bee hotels,
to encourage bees into the Kitchen Garden.
Ryan took us down to the dam and we got to use magnifying
glasses to inspect what larvae and bugs were in the water.
Many of the students were able to match the bugs to their scientific name. The presence of certain bugs was an indication
that the dam water was clean.
We ended the day at the Eltham Adventure Park. It was a perfect ending to a worthwhile excursion.
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YEAR 1 & 2 EXCURSION TO EDENDALE FARM ELTHAM
The Year 1 and 2 students had a wonderful day on their excursion to Edendale Farm in Eltham.
They learnt about the Eltham Cooper Butterfly, the amazing lives of bees and investigated some of
the little creatures that live in water. There were lots of animals to look at and some fun on the playground before they all returned to school.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

BUSH SCHOOL - PFM
The Importance of Trees
Today at Bush School we discussed the importance of trees. We
started by reading the book ‘Last Tree in the City’ written and
illustrated by Peter Carnavas. In the story we meet Edward.
Edward was sad after he found the last tree in the city was no
longer standing. After some reflection, he found a way to make
things better. It’s a very moving tale about the environment and
the way children relate to its beauty.
We spent some time talking about the importance of trees, the two
main types of trees, the parts of a tree and the parts of the tree
trunk. The book got us thinking about how lucky we are at St Thomas to be surrounded by such
magnificent trees, and how it is our responsibility to take care of them.
Next we did some planting. We planted ‘Aquadulce Broadbean’ seeds. The children will be taking
these home for you to take care of and watch grow over the coming months..
Of course we still had time to build structures using long branches and sticks, to make scrumptious
dishes in the bush kitchen and to find beautiful things in nature to match our colour wheel.
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BUSH SCHOOL — PJP
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INTERSCHOOL SPORT TIMETABLE

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

TENNIS COACHING

BASKETBALL STAR ACADEMY

Basketball Star Academy is pleased to announce that we will be returning to run our Basketball
programs out of St Thomas The Apostle Primary School during afternoon recess on Wednesdays. We
are looking to make a start as soon as May 26th - this depends very much on numbers. We have a
new Head Coach- Dan Melli. With almost 15 years coaching experience, coaching children of all ages
and abilities; Dan currently coaches boys and girls in Domestic Competition at Diamond Valley and
Championship Programs, including BIG V D2 Senior Men a Whittlsea Pacers.
Our lunchtime programs give students the opportunity to keep active and participate in sport, whilst
doing so at a reduced rate of $15 per session compared to our after school programs of $23, and parents are not required to purchase the uniform (another $99 saving). Our coaches are accredited
(WWC and Police Checked) and will teach your children the skills needed to play basketball, in a fun
and safe environment. This also gives parents a level of flexibility given how busy we all are with
competing priorities after school.
Limited spots available, so to avoid missing out you can register your child's place here
Please email any enquiries to Coach Dan at vic29.basketball@sportstaracademy.com

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

