ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 14 27th May, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,

GRIP LEADERSHIP DAY
On Tuesday our school leaders attended the GRIP Student Leadership Conference at the
Melbourne Exhibition Centre. This is an annual event where the children listen to motivational
speakers and participate in leadership initiative activities. The feedback from the students was that
it was a great learning experience for them.

FIRST EUCHARIST MASSES
Last weekend 3/4PB celebrated their First Eucharist at the Saturday and Sunday
Masses. They were both beautiful and reverent celebrations and all our Year 3
and Year 4 students and their teachers should be congratulated.
Unfortunately due to the Stage 3 Lockdown restrictions 3/4SO have had to postpone their First Eucharist celebrations. We will advise families of a new date as
soon as the situation allows.
Below are photos of the students in 3/4PB last weekend:
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DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY
Yesterday nine students from St Thomas the Apostle school participated in the Divisional Cross
Country Competition at Bundoora Park. Congratulations to them all on their efforts. Three of our
students, Rye H, Ciara J and Jacob K have advanced to the Regional level.

TERM 2 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2
School Fees of $610 were due by 30th April.
Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated.
If you are having trouble meeting your financial commitment please contact me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss.

NATIONAL SORRY DAY
Wednesday was National Sorry Day. Below is a beautiful prayer for Reconciliation.
Holy Father, God of love, you are the creator of this land and of all
good things.
We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history and the suffering of our peoples- especially the grief of those who were taken, as
children from their homes and families, taken from all they knew
and loved.
We ask your forgiveness.
We thank you for the survival of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander cultures.
Our hope is in you, because you gave your son Jesus to reconcile the
world to you. We pray for your strength and grace to forgive, accept
and love one another, as you love, forgive, and accept us.
Give us the courage to acknowledge the realities of our history so
that we may build a better future for our nation.
Teach us to respect all cultures. Teach us to care for our land and
waters.
Help us to share justly the resources of this land.
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the
quality of life for all peoples in our communities, especially the disadvantaged.
Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem in the ways of
your Spirit.
May your power and love be the foundations on which we build our
families, our communities and our Nation.
Amen

David Delaney
Principal
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021
29th May - 3rd June
Stage 3 Lockdown

June
14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
21st SCA Meeting 7.30pm
24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am
25th Crazy Hair /Hat Day
End of Term 2.
Students finish at 1.00pm

July
12th Term 3 Commences
17th Confirmation Commitment Mass
6.00pm
19th SCA Meeting 7.30pm
21st SCA Meeting 7.30pm
27th Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
th
28 Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm &
7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

August
5th
12th
13th
16th
22th
23rd

Eltham District Athletics
School Closure Days
School Closure Days
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral
at 2.30pm
Book Week commences

September
2nd
3th
5th
8th
9th
17th

Father’s Day gift packing
Father’s Day Breakfast
Father’s Day
Art Show
Art Show
End of Term 3
Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
11th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night
SAC AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th
22nd
25th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm
SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm
SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run

December
2nd
7th
10th
15th

Carols
SCA Meeting
Year 6 Graduation TBC
End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish
at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.
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ZERO –WASTE LUNCHES ARE COMING….
zero-waste lunches are coming...
This year, St Thomas the Apostle School is working to become a
Five Star Resource Smart Sustainable school.
Like all schools, St Thomas the Apostle School can produce large
amounts of waste. However, it is our aim to send as little waste as
possible to landfill. This will lead to financial savings for the school,
considerable benefits for the environment and many opportunities
for the students to learn environmentally-sound attitudes and
habits. We want to teach our students waste minimisation.
Starting in Term 3, we will strive to achieve lunches that are
waste-free. Please try to keep single plastic bags, pre-packaged
foods and disposable food wraps to a minimum. Buy in bulk and use
reusable bags and plastic containers. Your child shouldn’t need to go to the landfill rubbish bin at all.
We will still be accepting food scraps for composting and mixed recyclables.
The waste generated from student lunches will be disposed of in the following way:




Food scraps – used for compost
Recyclable packaging - sent to the SUEZ skip for collection
All other waste - will be put back into the students’ lunch boxes
and taken home.

Now is a great time to start thinking about what goes into your child’s lunchbox and considering
sustainable alternatives.
Felicity Lynch, Gen Nolan, Maree Girolami and Bronwyn Robinson
(Sustainability Committee)

2021 CLUBS & ACTIVITIES TIMESTABLE
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MUSICAL SUCCESS AGAIN FOR CHARLIZE!
Charlize C from 5/6AP has been very busy this
term singing, acting and dancing her way to
Sydney and back! Charlize was lucky enough to
be cast as Young Elsa in Disney’s Frozen the
musical, starting in two weeks at Her Majesty’s
Theatre. This follows on from her playing Young
Fiona in the production of Shrek the musical last
year at the same venue.
Charlize has been rehearsing in Sydney for a
month. She did her first performance in Sydney
last Tuesday and is now taking her performances
to Melbourne. Good luck to Charlize and we hope
to see you at school in between performances, we are so happy for you and can’t wait to see you on
stage soon!

INTERSCHOOL SPORT
Interschool sport is an activity the senior students love to participate in each year. Last week’s
beautiful weather was an added bonus. Our soccer team were happy with their performance and are
looking forward to their next match.
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BUSH SCHOOL - PFM
Water and Tiddalick the Frog
Today our learning at Bush School was based
around the indigenous dreamtime story, Tiddalick the Frog. As usual we gathered on our
meeting mat and began with the Children’s
Acknowledgement of Country. We thanked the
Wurundjeri people for letting us share their
land, and promised to take care of the animals,
the plants and the people too.
The Tiddalik story teaches us about the importance of our environment and the preciousness of our water resources; the importance of
listening to those whose life experiences can
help us make good decisions; to share and not
be greedy or selfish; and the importance of
teamwork.
We changed our plans today as the showers
passed and the rain came down. We took just
ourselves out to Bush School and created our
own activities and fun out in nature. We were
able to build shelters and structures with sticks
and we cooked up yummy mud inspired dishes
in the bush kitchen. All while some of us enjoyed going on a bear hunt or having a bush
shower under the gums.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

BUSH SCHOOL — PJP
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