ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 16 16th June, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
It is certainly great to be out of lockdown and have the children return to school. They really missed
their friends and the social interaction. The staff are very happy to be seeing their charges in person
again.

FAREWELL SHEILA!
It is with great sadness that I announce that after eighteen years
of selfless service to our school community, our much loved School
Bursar, Sheila Rubira, is retiring at the end of this term. Sheila
has been a wonderful acquisition to this school over a very long
period of time and has supported three principals, countless staff
and hundreds of families during her tenure. We wish her and her
husband Jim many great travels, family reunions in Ireland and a
wonderful retirement.
Carly Walsh will be taking over the role of bursar commencing in
Term 3.

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT GOAL SETTING CHATS
On Friday our first semester school reports will be distributed electronically via Compass only.
Reports are no longer printed.
Next Tuesday, 22nd June and Wednesday, 23rd June we will be conducting our Parent/Teacher/
Student Goal Setting Conferences to discuss your child’s school report and to chat about setting
goals. These meetings will be held via Google Meets and booking details are explained further in
today’s newsletter.

Students finish at 1.00 pm next Wednesday 23rd June.
OHSC club will be available from 1 pm on this day.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE FEAST DAY

Next Thursday we will celebrate the Feast of St Thomas the Apostle with a Mass.
Unfortunately at the time of publishing all staff and the students will not be able
to attend due to restrictions. Each class will focus on St Thomas next week in their
classroom activities.

OVERDUE TERM 2 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 2
School Fees of $610 were due by 30th April.
Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated.
If you are having trouble meeting your financial commitment please contact
me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss.

END OF TERM — FRIDAY 25TH JUNE
The last day of Term 3 is next Friday, 25th June. We are celebrating by having a Crazy Hat/Hair day
with a gold coin donation. What a fun way to finish off the term.

A reminder that the Term 2 ends for students on

Friday, 25th June at 1:00 pm.
OSHC is available if you are unable to collect
your children at 1.00pm. Bookings essential.
School resumes for Term 3 on Monday, 12th July.

David Delaney
Principal

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

DIARY DATES FOR 2021
June

September (cont.)

21st SCA Meeting 7.30pm
22nd Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences
from 3.50pm - 5.30pm
23rd Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences
from 1.30pm - 7.00pm
Students finish at 1.00pm
24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am
25th Crazy Hair/Hat
End of Term 2
Students finish at 1.00pm

July
12th
17th
19th
20th
24th
25th
27th
28th

Term 3 Commences
Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Metro Regional Cross Country at Banyule Flats
Reserve
First Eucharist 3/4SO 6.00pm
First Eucharist 3/4SO 10.30am
Confirmation Faith Night 7.30pm
(students & sponsors)
Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.00pm
(students & sponsors)

August
2nd
5th
12th
13th
16th
22th
23rd

Book Fair commences
Eltham District Athletics
School Closure Days
School Closure Days
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral
at 2.30pm
Book Week commences

8th Art Show
9th Art Show
17th End of Term 3
Students finish at 1.00pm

October
4th
7th
8th
11th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night
SAC AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp TBC
Year 4 Camp TBC

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th
22nd
25th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm
SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm
SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run

December
2nd
7th
10th
15th

Carols
SCA Meeting
Year 6 Graduation TBC
End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish
at 1.00pm

September
2nd Father’s Day gift packing
3th Father’s Day Breakfast
5th Father’s Day

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

REPORTING AND GOAL SETTING UPDATE
Semester 1 Reports
As you are aware, Semester One student reports will be available via Compass on this Friday,
18th July after 3.30pm.
The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria has worked together with the other education
sectors in Victoria to develop a consistent approach to the reporting of student achievement and
progress. Therefore the requirements are as follows for semester 1 reports. Schools should:


provide a written report in an accessible form (print or digital) and easy for parents/carers to
understand for Semester 1, 2021



provide an opportunity for parents/carers and students to discuss the report with teachers



include commentary on student achievement and progress.

Student reports should be read alongside the curriculum overviews for each term which details a
description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 taught. As per normal our student reports include


assessment of student learning achievement, based on the Achievement Standards in the Victorian Curriculum F–10 using a five-point scale for all content areas taught.

Please note, due to an upgrade in our software for reporting, student reports include previous
results where available. We are unable to show when the student obtained these previous results,
some of them may have been taught and assessed two and a half years ago. If you have any questions regarding growth in achievement, please discuss these with your child’s classroom teacher.

Goal-Setting Meetings on Google Meet
Teachers are now ready for you to make your appointments for our
mid-year Goal Setting Meetings.
Parent–teacher-student conferences are an important component of
ongoing home–school communication and family involvement in our
school.


This year goal-setting conferences will take place via Google Meet on Tuesday
22/6/21 (3.50pm - 5.30pm) and Wednesday 23/6/21 (1.30pm - 7.00pm).



Teachers' availability may vary depending on their circumstances.



Students finish on Wednesday, 23/06/21 at 1.00pm. OSHC available. Bookings
required.

Intervention teachers will also be available for optional meetings for parents who wish to discuss
particular aspects of their child’s intervention/support needs with Mrs Nolan. If you wish to discuss
any questions you have regarding specialist reports, please contact the teacher directly via email
and they will phone you to discuss.
The purpose of this meeting is 

for you to raise any issues, concerns or questions you have regarding your child’s learning/
Semester 1 report and discuss possible solutions with your child and their teacher



for you to receive some feedback from your child’s teacher about their learning strengths and
areas for improvement. They will explain what they will do to support your child and also
give you suggestions as to possibilities for you to engage and support your child’s progress at
home
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

Bookings for these conferences are of 10 minutes duration and will take place through our usual website School Interviews using the link below or the event code dqy3m.

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=dqy3m
When parents book using the above information, they will receive a confirmation email which has
links to the scheduled Google Meets. Parents will be placed in a meeting room and will be admitted
by the teacher in order of appointment time. Please ensure you insert your correct email address so
that you receive the confirmation email with the links you will need to access the Google Meets.
Please also make sure you are not signed in to your child’s school google account on your device.

Guidelines for Parents


Cameras need to be turned on with consideration for the background visible to staff



Please restrict conversation to 7 minutes or less - if you need longer to discuss items in further
detail please make another time to catch up with the teacher



Click on the link you received via the confirmation email

If there are any technical issues during the meeting teachers may phone you directly to discuss or
problem solve.
Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and Religious Education)

ZERO –WASTE LUNCHES ARE COMING….

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

ST VINNIE ‘S WINTER APPEAL 2021
Students in each class are asked to donate one item of food only. Students are asked to collect the
food items and bring them to school and place in classroom baskets from tomorrow when we return
to school.
Thank you to all our families in advance from St Vinnies who are always astounded by the support
they receive from our St Thomas community for their Winter and Christmas Appeals.

PFM

Milk (long life) 1 litre cartons

PJP

Coffee powder in jars

1GK

Tea bags

1SB

Milo in tins

2AG

Rice in packs

2LS

Canned tomatoes

3/4SO

Cans of soup

3/4PB

Packs of gravy powder, curry powder or other flavourings

3/4CM

Tins of tuna/salmon (big tins please)

3/4JM

Tomato paste in cans or bottles

5/6DH

Tinned fruit in juice

5/6BR

Fruit juice in bottles of small packs

5/6AP

Sweet biscuits

5/6MW

Savoury crackers in packs

5/6TB

Baked bean or tinned spaghetti

STAFF

Tinned vegies eg corn, peas, lentils, beans, chick peas

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

BREAD BAG A& TAG COLLECTION
The students at St Thomas are collecting bread bags and tags! We all go through a whole lot of
bread. The bags are able to be recycled into things like play equipment. For the next few weeks we
are going to collect as many bags (and tags) as possible. Bread bags from all brands of bread can be
donated for recycling not just the one pictured in the ad below.
We will have donation boxes in the office foyer, the Mumford Wing, the McIntosh Wind and in the
5/6MW classroom.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
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PARISH NEWS

“Stories from our COVID-19 Bubbles”

We are sending you a link to our new eBook:
https://www.cam1.org.au/Portals/83/Documents/Ebook Version 8 051921 1.pdf

34 thoughtful stories document the reflections of some Melbourne people in their 2020 ‘lockdown
bubbles’ - the old and the young, health workers, families and some solitary friends. Some tales are
told with humour, others show quiet meditation.

Each short story records a distinctive experience during this unprecedented time. We learnt about
wearing masks and sanitising our hands. We gained IT skills, occupied ourselves with new routines
and experienced random acts of kindness.
We hope you enjoy our eBook and that it encourages you to reflect on your unique response to the
global coronavirus pandemic, and how it has changed us all.
Keep safe and well!
- From the Parishes of St Mary’s Greensborough, Sacred Heart Diamond Creek and St Thomas the
Apostle Greensborough North.
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