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Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

Welcome Back! I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable break over the holidays and the children 

have returned refreshed. Looking ahead we have a very busy term with many exciting events 

planned. Let us hope that we have no interruptions like our friends north of the border. 

The combined Year 5 and Year 6 Sacrament of Confirmation           

is rapidly approaching. Confirmation will be celebrated                    

on   Sunday, 22nd August at St Patrick’s Cathedral in East      

Melbourne.  

In preparation for this important sacrament the Year 5 and 6 

students will need to be presented at one of the Commitment  

Masses either this weekend or later in the month.  

Spaces are limited so bookings are essential. This weekends’ 

Masses are fully booked. Please follow the attached link to book 

attendance at a Commitment Mass on either Saturday,              

31st July or  Sunday,  1st August: 

·         https://www.trybooking.com/BSVWD  

Today our Year 5 and Year 6 students visited  Loyola College to be 

part of the audience for Loyola’s school production of Mary Poppins. 

It is such a treat for our students to attend a secondary school pro-

duction because it gives them the experience of being in a larger 

school setting and seeing the professionalism of the production. It is 

always an added  bonus if an ex-student is part of the cast. 

LOYOLA PRODUCTION 

CONFIRMATION  -  COMMITMENT MASSES 

https://www.trybooking.com/BSVWD
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SCHOOL FEES  

David Delaney 

Principal 

Last week was officially  NAIDOC Week but due to the school holidays, we will 

be celebrating this event with the students at school this week.  The teachers 

have some fun activities planned.  

YEAR 5 & 6 DANCE CLASSES 

Tomorrow the  Year 5 and 6 students commence a block of ten weeks of formal dance lessons as 

preparation for their Basket Supper evening next term. 

NAIDOC WEEK 

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 

3 School Fees of $610 were due by 23rd July. 

Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated. 

If you are having trouble meeting your  financial commitment please 

contact me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss. 

 

INTERSCHOOL SPORT SOCCER SUCCESS 

Our interschool sports program finished on 

a high last term. Congratulations to our  

soccer team who competed in the final and 

won! Well done to our soccer team and all 

our interschool sports teams for their           

enthusiasm and sportsmanship they all  

displayed during the term. You are great 

ambassadors for our school. 
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021 

July  
14th Loyola Performance - Year 5 & 6 

17th  Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm 

19th School Assembly 2.45pm 

 SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

20th     Northern Metro Regional Cross Country at 

 Banyule Flats Reserve 

24th First Eucharist 3/4SO 6.00pm 

25th First Eucharist 3/4SO 10.30am 

27th Confirmation Faith Night  7.30pm 

 (students & sponsors) 

28th Confirmation Faith Night 5.30pm & 7.30pm  

 (parents, students & sponsors) 

29th Book Fair class presale viewing in library 

30th Book Fair class presale viewing in library         

 

August  
 2nd Book Fair commences 

 I00 Days of Prep celebration 

 School Assembly 2.45pm 

 3rd Confirmation Reflection Day 

 5th Eltham District Athletics 

 6th    Book Fair concludes 

 School Disco 5.30pm - 8.30pm 

 9th Prep Incursion - Fairy Tale Fiasco 

12th  School Closure Day 

13th School Closure Day 

16th School Assembly 2.45pm 

 SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

22th Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral   

 at 2.30pm 

23rd Book Week commences with Book Week Parade 

24th Author visit - Davina Bell - Prep -Yr 2 

27th Author visit  -  Neridah McMullen - Years 3 - 6 

 Book Week Concludes 

30th School Assembly 2.45pm 
 

September  (cont.) 
  2nd Father’s Day gift packing 

  3th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

  5th   Father’s Day 

  8th  Art Show 

  9th  Art Show 

13th School Assembly 2.45pm 

17th  End of Term 3  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

27th School Assembly 2.45pm 

 

October  
  4th  Term 4 commences 

11th SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

12th  Reconciliation Faith Night 

19th  SAC AGM 7.00pm 

21st  Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross 

22st Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross 

 

November  
 1st  School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 2nd  Melbourne Cup Day 

11th  Remembrance Day 

18th  Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm 

22nd SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm 

25th SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run 

 

December 
  7th SCA Meeting 

10th Year 6 Graduation TBC 

14th  End of Year Mass 10.00am 

 End of Term 4. Students finish  

         at 1.00pm 

 

Please check diary dates regularly as dates  may  be altered                                                

due to unforeseen  circumstances. 

SCHOOL BEANIES 

Students are permitted to wear beanies to school during the winter months. However the only  

beanies permitted are the St Thomas the Apostle school beanie which is available to purchase from  

Academy Uniforms. 
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Safeguarding Committee Overview 

 

The Partnered Parishes of Sacred Heart Diamond Creek, St. Thomas the Apostle Greensborough 

North and St. Mary’s Greensborough, hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young peo-

ple as fundamental to our Parish life. Our commitment to their safety and that of all people is drawn 

from, and inherent to, the teaching and mission of Jesus Christ, with love, justice and the dignity of 

each human person at the heart of the Gospel. In living out this commitment, we adhere to Govern-

ment and Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne requirements around providing for the safety of our 

children and young people.  

 

Under the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards, parish leadership is required to establish a 

Safeguarding Committee which provides advice to, and works with, the leadership of the parish, to 

ensure policies, processes and practices are in place to protect children, young people and vulnerable 

adults. 

 

Whilst highly important, the Safeguarding Committee is an advisory committee only. This means 

that committee members are not themselves subject to the legal obligations under the Child Wellbe-

ing and Safety Act 2005 or the Child Safety Standards made under it by virtue of them being a mem-

ber of the Committee – the legal obligation remains with the Parish Priest. 

 

An Establishment Committee was formed in 2020. This Committee has developed policies, practices 

and procedures, based on the requirements and guidelines of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne.  

These lay the foundation and resources for the ongoing work of the Safeguarding Committee. Cur-

rent members of the Establishment Committee; Fr Steven Rigo, Jacinta Bright, Sr Margaret Saps-

ford will continue as members of the Safeguarding Committee. 

 

Role of the Safeguarding Committee 

 Promote child safety within the community and foster an understanding of its importance.  

 Work collaboratively with parish leadership to promote the safety of children and young people. 

 Implement, maintain and/or review child safety processes and procedures.  

 Engage in and/or review risk management processes.  

 Involve children and young people (and their families) in decision-making and planning to pro-

mote child safety.  

 Ensure that reporting processes for concerns and/or allegations are well communicated across 

the parish, and act as a first point of contact in relation to child safety concerns, reports or alle-

gations.  

 Participate in and/or deliver child safety information and training.  

 Monitor ongoing compliance with the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne Safeguarding Children 

and Young People Framework which encompasses the requirements of the Victorian Child Safe 

Standards.  

 

Procedures  

 The Committee will have representation from each of the three parishes. 

 The Committee will meet a minimum of four times per year. 

 The Committee will report progress quarterly to the relevant governance body within the par-

ishes.   

 Documentation (e.g. meeting minutes, correspondence, risk assessments, communication) in 

relation to the Safeguarding Committee is to be kept by each parish and stored securely.  

 The Parish Priest, working with the Safeguarding Committee, will summarise its compliance 

with the requirements of the Safeguarding Children and Young People Framework on an annu-

al basis (self-assessment/audit process) and present it to the Professional Standards Unit (PSU) 

of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne (CAM).  

 

PARISH NEWS 
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I am writing to you regarding a game that many of our students are 

playing online. The game in   question is called Fortnite. It is a free 

online survival game. In its basic form, up to four players work          

together on various missions to collect resources, build fortifications 

around defensive objects, and construct weapons and traps to engage 

in combat with an army of zombie-like creatures that are trying to 

kill them. It is designed as a shooter-survival game, one version of 

which may involve up to 100 players fighting to be the last person 

standing. It has come to our attention that some children are             

spending excessive time after school playing Fortnite, in some cases, 

up to four hours per night.  

 

If your child is playing Fortnite, can I urge you to sit with your child at some point when Fortnite is 

on the screen and to keep an eye and an ear on how your child is behaving online towards others, who 

is on their shared community at any given time and how they are behaving towards your                       

child. Games like this expose children to images of violence and the use of foul language with one an-

other.  Unfortunately, the online rivalry is often being carried over to school the next day, with the 

competing children using adverse remarks against one another. Currently, some staff members and 

myself are spending a disproportionate amount of time with some children each day, dealing with the            

emotional fallout from having played Fortnite the previous evening. This is obviously not the best use 

of the children’s learning time and I’m sure that you agree that it is vital to limit the issues that are 

arising from this game to an absolute minimum.  

 

If you would like further information about Fortnite or any other online games/apps, including                 

Tik Tok and Roblox, I would encourage you to visit https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ . 

 

Peter Sist 

Deputy Principal 

Student Wellbeing Leader 

STUDENT WELL BEING NEWS 

We were asked to include this message of thanks from St Vinnies for our support of their recent Food 

Drive. 

 

We would like to sincerely thank the families of St. Thomas’ School who donated to the re-

cent Vinnies Food Drive.  We were overwhelmed by your generosity and feel very proud to be 

part of this Parish as you never let us down. Nearly all the local families we assist need 

food and so because of your efforts we are now able to donate a food parcel to their door 

and this brings enormous relief to the parents with children in particular.   

 

May God Bless you for thinking of others in this way. 

 

Maureen Lonsdale 

President -Vinnies, Greensborough 

THANK YOU FROM THE GREENSBOROUGH                                                                 

CONFERENCE OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL- 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge News 

 

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 

2021. Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 2.  So far our students have read 

129 books! There are 69 days left before the Challenge finishes on the 17th of September.  

Thanks to the students who are already participating and pursuing their love of reading.  There is 

still plenty of time to participate and complete the challenge. Congratulations to Erik Bosco in 5/6 BR 

who has already completed the challenge. A fantastic effort Erik. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.   

Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and 

class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term. 

Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK 

 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 

Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 

 Click on - Register and log on 

 Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application 

 Click onto student sign in 

 Click onto -  VPRC login 

 Put in username and password 

 

If you have  difficulty to accessing the library at any time you can use books you have at home or the 

following online resources which  we have available for free at the moment: 

1. Storybox: 

https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login 

Username: stthom@s 

 Password: stthom@s2020 

 

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
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2. Storyline online  

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 

3. Youtube kids read alouds 

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-

GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&

ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on 

 

Happy reading! 

Libby Oliver 

ZERO –WASTE LUNCHES ARE COMING…. 

https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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CRAZY HAIR  & HAIR DAY  2021 

Our students had a fun day on the last day of term celebrating with a Crazy Hair & Hat Day. There 

were lots of different hats and caps not to mention creative hair dos! 
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YEAR5/6 EXCURSION — LOYOLA PRODUCTION OF MARY POPPINS 

Today our Year 5 and 6 students attended Loyola College to watch a brilliant performance by              

Loyola students of Mary Poppins. It was a wonderful experience for our children to see the older 

students, including many St Thomas alumni students, perform in such a professional production. 
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BREAD BAG A& TAG COLLECTION 

The students at St Thomas are collecting bread bags and tags! We all go through a whole lot of 

bread. The bags are able to be recycled into things like play equipment. For the next few weeks we 

are going to collect as many bags (and tags) as possible. Bread bags from all brands of bread  can be 

donated for  recycling not just the one pictured in the ad below. 

We will have donation boxes in the office foyer, the Mumford Wing, the McIntosh Wind and in the 

5/6MW classroom. 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

St Thomas The Apostle  – PASTA DRIVE with FREE home delivery to suburbs local to Greensborough – open to all, so please 
pass to your family and friends with instructions to use our unique code STTHO2021 at checkout.  

We have partnered with Nick from Nicks’ Gnocchi for our FIRST ever Pasta drive, for fresh handmade pasta (made fresh/
delivered frozen) delivered FREE to suburbs local to Greensborough.  Nick, a Greensborough local learned how to make  
gnocchi and pasta from his ‘Nonna’ & raised money for the East Gippsland Bushfire Appeal selling his handmade gnocchi. In 
2020, Nick developed his pasta making into a local business – his story here: https://nicksgnocchipasta.com/pages/about-us. 

St Thomas Fundraiser orders open: 19/7/2021 

St Thomas Fundraiser orders close: 2/8/2021   

Delivery to your home: will be as soon as possible after your order is placed – Nick will text you to confirm delivery.  

Code to use @checkout: STTHO2021 (for FREE delivery locally and fund raiser donation to the school) 

St Thomas will have a two-week window where orders placed using unique code (STTHO2021) will see 20% of the order total 
donated to our school, see price list below. 

Prices (20% of the listed prices will be donated to the school):  

Product* (see website further info) Sizes Cost/Price 

Potato Gnocchi 1kg bag (serves 4) $20.00 

Ricotta Gnocchi 1kg bag (serves 4) $25.00 

Vegan Gnocchi 1kg bag (serves 4) $24.00 

Plain pasta: 

Pappardelle 

Fettuccine 

Tagliolini 

400g tray (serves 2) $10.00 

Spinach Fettuccine 400g tray (serves 2) $13.00 

Squid Ink Fettuccine 400g tray (serves 2) $17.50 

Ravioli: 

Spinach & Ricotta 

Pumpkin & Ricotta 

3 Cheeses 

  

24 pieces per packet 

(serves 4) 

  

$30.00 

Cannelloni 1 tray – 12 cannelloni (serves 
4-6) 

$27.50 

Bolognese Sauce 1 * 500g sachet $10.00 

Napoletana Sauce 1 * 500g sachet $9.00 

Amatriciana & Arrabbiata Sauce 1 * 500g sachet $12.50 

Large Bolognese lasagne 2.3kg (serves 4-6) $35.00 

Small Bolognese lasagne 1.1kg (serves 2-3) $20.00 

Large vegetarian lasagne 2.3kg (serves 4-6) $35.00 

Small vegetarian lasagne 1.1kg (serves 2-3) $20.00 

SCA — PASTA DRIVE FUNDRAISER 

*Made FRESH and delivered FROZEN 

 Create an account on Nicks’ website: https://nicksgnocchipasta.com/  

 Place your order on the website and enter code STTHO2021 at checkout, for free delivery locally and so Nick knows 
the order is for our schools’ fundraiser. Then wait for your delivery and enjoy! 

https://nicksgnocchipasta.com/pages/about-us
https://nicksgnocchipasta.com/
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WEDNESDAY BASKETBALL CLINCS  
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