ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 20 28st July, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
They’re Back Again!
It is great to have the children back at school again. We
definitely missed the face to face interaction with our wonderful students. MACS sent out its new operations manual
for schools last night in relation to how our schools are to
operate implementing COVID safe practices. There are a
few changes to the information I sent you yesterday.

again

NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR FACE-TO-FACE LEARNING
As part of planned changes to keep our schools safe and reduce the impact of any future outbreaks,
schools will be required to implement COVID-safe behaviours.
These include the following strategies to promote physical distancing, minimise mixing between
groups and limit access to school grounds to only those providing essential services:







All staff must wear a face mask at all times indoors and outdoors when at school (except when
engaged in teaching), including in staff rooms.
Staff should observe physical distancing, limit mixing in staff rooms and offices, and conduct
all-staff meetings and professional development online.
Density limits of 1 person per 4 square metres apply to staff areas such as staff lunchrooms
and areas accessed by the public, such as reception areas.
Non-essential visitors should not be allowed into school grounds.
All school gatherings such as assemblies and school events should be deferred or held
remotely.
Interschool activities are not permitted at this time.

CANCELLATION OF AUGUST SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS
The scheduled two school closure days on 12th and 13th August have been
cancelled because we believe the children need to be in attendance on site
at school. We will re-schedule one of these days to Tuesday, 14th September
for the purpose of updating our staff first aid qualifications.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

CONFIRMATION
Tonight commencing at 7.00pm the students celebrating the
sacrament of Confirmation, their parents and sponsors will be
attending an on-line workshop in preparation for this special event.
It is still not clear what the current density limits will be for
Confirmation, however we will keep you up to date as the information
becomes available.

PREP 100 DAYS OF SCHOOL
Next Monday the Preps will be celebrating their 100 days of school. They have done it slightly differently to other years gone by, (except last year) as they haven’t physically been at the classroom for
the 100 days but it is a celebration to be had. The teachers have some fun activities planned for the
day and I look forward to seeing the children dressed in somewhat vintage style.

BUILDING RENOVATIONS UPDATE
The renovations are still on track for completion in the next couple of weeks. The final touches are
now taking place with painters nearing completion, cleaners starting to arrive, appliances and doors
installed and TV’s up on the walls. The Marion wing had a fresh coat of paint over the last few days
and the old water heater pipes have been removed. It is an exciting time ahead and I can’t wait for
the children to move in.

SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that
Term 3 School Fees of $610 were due by 23rd July.
Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated.
If you are having trouble meeting your financial commitment please
contact me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss.

David Delaney
Principal
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UPDATED DIARY DATES FOR 2021
July

September (cont.)

27th Confirmation Faith Night 7.00pm
(students, parents & sponsors)

14th School Closure Day - Staff First Aid
17th End of Term 3
Students finish at 1.00pm
27th School Assembly 2.45pm

August
2nd
5th
6th
9th
11th
12th
13th
16th
22th
23rd
24th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Book Fair postponed till Term 4
I00 Days of Prep celebration
School Assembly 2.45pm
Eltham District Athletics
School Disco 5.30pm - 8.30pm
Prep Incursion - Fairy Tale Fiasco
Confirmation Reflection Day
School Closure Day - cancelled
School Closure Day - cancelled
School Assembly 2.45pm
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral
at 2.30pm
Book Week commences with Book Week Parade
Author visit - Davina Bell - Prep -Yr 2
Author visit - Neridah McMullen - Years 3 - 6
Book Week Concludes
First Eucharist 3/4SO - new date
First Eucharist 3/4SO - new date
School Assembly 2.45pm

September
2nd
3th
5th
8th
9th
13th

Father’s Day gift packing
Father’s Day Breakfast
Father’s Day
Art Show
Art Show
School Assembly 2.45pm

October
4th
11th
12th
19th
21st
22st

Term 4 commences
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night
SAC AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross
Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross

November
1st
2nd
11th
18th
22nd
25th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm
SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm
SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run

December
7th SCA Meeting
10th Year 6 Graduation TBC
14th End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish
at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.

BOOK FAIR POSTPONED
Unfortunately with the current COVID situation, the School Book Fair which was
scheduled to take place during Week 4 of this term has been postponed to next term
in Week 4, 25th to 29th October 2021.
Thanks for your understanding, stay safe and I look forward to seeing you all at our
Book Fair next term.
Michelle
Library
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LIBRARY NEWS
A display of the 2021 Olympic Games in Tokyo has been created in the library. There are books and
resources for students to read which include past history of the games, events and athletes competing. Go Australia!

ZERO –WASTE LUNCHES ARE COMING….

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

SCHOOL CENSUS DATA COLLECTION NOTIFICATION
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SCA NEWS
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SCA — PASTA DRIVE FUNDRAISER
St Thomas The Apostle – PASTA DRIVE with FREE home delivery to suburbs local to Greensborough – open to all, so please
pass to your family and friends with instructions to use our unique code STTHO2021 at checkout.
We have partnered with Nick from Nicks’ Gnocchi for our FIRST ever Pasta drive, for fresh handmade pasta (made fresh/
delivered frozen) delivered FREE to suburbs local to Greensborough. Nick, a Greensborough local learned how to make
gnocchi and pasta from his ‘Nonna’ & raised money for the East Gippsland Bushfire Appeal selling his handmade gnocchi. In
2020, Nick developed his pasta making into a local business – his story here: https://nicksgnocchipasta.com/pages/about-us.
St Thomas Fundraiser orders open: 19/7/2021
St Thomas Fundraiser orders close: 2/8/2021
Delivery to your home: will be as soon as possible after your order is placed – Nick will text you to confirm delivery.
Code to use @checkout: STTHO2021 (for FREE delivery locally and fund raiser donation to the school)
St Thomas will have a two-week window where orders placed using unique code (STTHO2021) will see 20% of the order total
donated to our school, see price list below.
Prices (20% of the listed prices will be donated to the school):

Product* (see website further info)

Sizes

Cost/Price

Potato Gnocchi

1kg bag (serves 4)

$20.00

Ricotta Gnocchi

1kg bag (serves 4)

$25.00

Vegan Gnocchi

1kg bag (serves 4)

$24.00

Plain pasta:

400g tray (serves 2)

$10.00

Tagliolini
Spinach Fettuccine

400g tray (serves 2)

$13.00

Squid Ink Fettuccine

400g tray (serves 2)

$17.50

Pappardelle
Fettuccine

Ravioli:

$30.00

Spinach & Ricotta

24 pieces per packet

Pumpkin & Ricotta

(serves 4)

3 Cheeses
Cannelloni

$27.50

Bolognese Sauce

1 tray – 12 cannelloni (serves
4-6)
1 * 500g sachet

Napoletana Sauce

1 * 500g sachet

$9.00

Amatriciana & Arrabbiata Sauce

1 * 500g sachet

$12.50

Large Bolognese lasagne

2.3kg (serves 4-6)

$35.00

Small Bolognese lasagne

1.1kg (serves 2-3)

$20.00

Large vegetarian lasagne

2.3kg (serves 4-6)

$35.00

Small vegetarian lasagne

1.1kg (serves 2-3)

$20.00

$10.00

*Made FRESH and delivered FROZEN


Create an account on Nicks’ website: https://nicksgnocchipasta.com/



Place your order on the website and enter code STTHO2021 at checkout, for free delivery locally and so Nick knows
the order is for our schools’ fundraiser. Then wait for your delivery and enjoy!
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St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2021. Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 2. So far our students have read
405 books! There are 52 days left before the Challenge finishes on 17th September. Thanks to
the students who are already participating and pursuing their love of reading. Many students have
decided to join the challenge over the last week. There is still plenty of time to participate and complete the challenge. Congratulations to Charlotte S (3/4PB) who has already completed the challenge. A fantastic effort Charlotte!
As the lockdown has finished everyone will be able to borrow some wonderful books from our school
library again. You can also add any books you have from your homework reading log.
Congratulations to the following students who have taken up the challenge so far
PFM
PJP
1GK
1SB
2AG
2LS
3/4SO
3/4PB
5/6AP
5/6BR
5/6DH
5/6MW

Maddison A
Lucas B & Skylah P
Elias B, Milla C, Savannah H, Anna S, Lucas C & Lara V
Alessia B, Elissa C, Amy M & Evelyn S
James B & Harper B
Jack A & Olivia V
William G
Selena K & Charlotte S
Liam V
Erik B & Natalie B
Dylan C, Ryker C, Harrison G, Arav L, Mia T & Julian K
Max M
HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Click on - Register and log on



Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application



Click onto student sign in



Click onto - VPRC login



Put in username and password
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If you have difficulty to accessing the library at any time you can use books you have at home or the
following online resources which we have available for free at the moment:

1. Storybox:
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Username: stthom@s
Password: stthom@s2020

2.

Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/

3.

Youtube kids read alouds

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&
ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Happy reading!
Libby Oliver
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DIAMOND VALLEY LIONS CLUB - HEARING AND SIGHT TESTS
Diamond Valley Lions Club is offering pre-schoolers and Prep children (3½yrs - 6yrs) hearing and sight tests
as part of its community service program. Students under supervision from Melbourne University will carry
out the play-based testing and parents will be informed immediately and referred to their GP if hearing or
sight abnormalities are detected.
Early detection of hearing and vision loss is critical for the development of normal reading, speech and language skills. Statistics indicate that around 3% of children tested are found to have to have difficulties with
hearing .
These tests are FREE OF CHARGE, and will be held between 9am & 3:30pm on Saturday, 14th August
at Wattle Glen Primary School. Parking is available on Reynolds Rd and Sunnyside Crescent. Entry to
the school is on Sunnyside Crescent. Testing can take up to 40 minutes, and only one parent or guardian can
be present.
To book, go to www.diamondvalley.vic.lions.org.au , click on ‘Hearing Test’ in the top left corner of the home
page, and follow the directions, or scan the QR code at the bottom of this page.
If you have more than one child to test, choose following appointment times with the same tester
(eg 10am & 10:40am with Amy).

Contact Lions member Fiona Kates 0404 180 772 / kateschiro@icloud.com if you require further information or assistance with booking an appointment.
We are hopeful we will be able to hold it on this date in a COVID safe way. If we have to cancel due
to restrictions, we will let you know as soon as we can!
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YEAR 7 2023 ENROLMENT
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YEAR 7 2023 ENROLMENT

LOCAL SPORTING CLUBS
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