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Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

It has been a real pleasure watching our Australian athletes perform at the Tokyo Olympics. I always 

feel extremely proud to be an Australian as I watch these incredible athletes. Let us hope that we can 

still see more success in the coming days. 

The school is feeling back to normal this week as we return to full time on-site. Last week the children 

were thrilled to see their teachers, play on the equipment and oval and just being around each other. 

Let’s hope what is happening with our friends in the northern states doesn’t travel back over the bor-

der. Diligence is still required as we need to follow the rules, masks on inside and out and use the QR 

codes wherever you go. 

PREP 100 DAYS OF SCHOOL CELEBRATION 

On Monday the children aged by about ninety- five years as they 

dressed up in olden day clothing to celebrate their one hundred 

days of school. It was a fabulous day as they made fairy bread, ate 

pizza and completed fun activities celebrating 100 days at school. 

 

IT’S  BACK  - OUR REVAMPED MUSIC PROGRAM  

We are excited to announce our music program will be up and running and 

commencing in Week 6. Manhattan Music has had a long association with St 

Thomas the Apostle School over the years and will be providing the music 

tuition. Applications forms were sent home via students on Monday. Elec-

tronic link is included with the flyer in this week’s newsletter. 

MOVING BACK  IN 

The renovations are quickly coming to an end and we anticipate moving back in to the Patrick and 

Marian Wings at the end of next week. The renovations look terrific and I’m sure the children are 

really going to enjoy their new rooms. As soon as we are allowed we will invite parents to have a 

look at the new spaces. 
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ELTHAM DISTRICT ATHLETICS 

The planned Eltham District Athletics carnival has been moved to Friday, 13th August. With Lock-

down 5, the schools in the district felt that students didn’t have enough time to practice, hence the 

change. Unfortunately there will be no spectators allowed on the day. We wish our students well and 

hope they have been inspired by the performances of  the Olympic athletes recently. 

SCHOOL FEES  

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that    Term 3 

School Fees of $610 were due by 23rd July. 

Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated. 

If you are having trouble meeting your  financial commitment please                    

contact me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss. 

David Delaney 

Principal 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS CANCELLED 

The scheduled two school closure days on 12th and  13th August  have been 

cancelled because we believe the children need to be in attendance on site 

at school. We will re-schedule one of these days to Tuesday, 14th September 

for the purpose of updating our staff first aid qualifications. 

RE NEWS 

Thank you to all families who were able to attend our Confirmation Faith Night on Wednesday last 

week. The number of families who joined this Zoom Night was impressive. There are not many 

schools in our area who are able to host these types of events online with over 200 people attending. 

Thanks to Sue McMahon who was the facilitator of the session, which was a wonderful opportunity 

to understand what Confirmation is all about. For those who were unable to attend or gain access to 

the session a recording has been produced which is well worth viewing. Here is a link to access the 

recording - https://youtu.be/HIXpbohpyvw 

Are you interested in taking an active role in the organisation of future              

sacramental celebrations at St Thomas’? We are looking for a couple of                

volunteers to meet with our Faith Development Team once or twice a term to 

assist in the planning stage of the process. Meetings generally occur on the 

first Tuesday of the month in February, March, July, September and October 

at 2.30pm in the Parish House Meeting Room. Please contact Tess Dwyer via 

email if this sounds like something you would like to find out more about, at 

tdwyer@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  

https://youtu.be/HIXpbohpyvw
mailto:tdwyer@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au


 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE 

Thank you to all families who provided us with feedback regarding your experience of remote           

learning. The teachers and leadership team have all spent looking at this and making improvements 

for any future lockdowns (hopefully they won’t be necessary). Here is a snapshot of your responses:- 
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Here are some areas you identified as successful:- 
 

Scheduled & Regular Meets, Giving student choice with work, Responding to work via Dojo,             

Providing relevant feedback for parents, Easy to understand info on slides, Offering extra Meets for 

assistance, Not overloading the kids, Junior’s like being sent work the night before to prepare,            

Communicating regularly with students. 

  

 

Here are some areas you identified as areas for improvement:- 
 

Peer Learning opportunities, Making the introduction Meets not too long, Small Group learning / 

teaching, More live teaching, Differentiation, Modified learning programs upheld remotely, Continu-

ity across levels , Greater focus on communication around needs other than learning (social issues, 

pastoral issues), More work for those who want it (extra/optional). 

 

 

Here are some other constructive suggestions you made:- 
 

Develop ways for students to go teacher first, parent second for help, One-on-one sessions available 

for students who need it, Discussion about anxieties related to Lockdowns, School events (Assembly 

as an example), Parents feel they are overwhelmed with schedules, Make Remote Learning 

‘streamlined’ now, Extra programs and feedback, Being more ‘prepared’ to head into lockdown - no 

free days. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE (CONT.) 

INTERSCHOOL SPORT — VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

Our volley ball team never miss an opportunity to practice their volleyball skills and were eager to 

show us their technique.  

It is great seeing all the happy faces as the students get to participate in team sports and mixing 

with their peers again. The Olympics may have also added to everyone’s increased interest in all 

sports lately. 
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BUSH SCHOOL 

Wominjeka, it’s great to be back outside together at Bush 

School. 

After reading ‘Stick and Stone, a beautiful story about 

friendship, we found our own stick and stone to take on 

an adventure through our Bush School space. We told 

them about our rules, showed them the boundaries and 

took them on wonderful adventures before going off to ex-

plore and play. 

Today some children set up a tea party for the visiting 

King and Queen, while others explored with binoculars 

and magnifying glasses. Some children played our out-

door Tic Tac Toe with sticks and stones, and others 

helped gather branches, sticks and twigs for some build-

ing and construction. 

It was lovely being out in our Bush School space again. 
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UPDATED DIARY DATES FOR 2021 

August  
  

  9th Prep Incursion - Fairy Tale Fiasco 

11th Confirmation Reflection Day 

12th  School Closure Day - cancelled 

13th School Closure Day  -  cancelled 

13th Eltham District Athletics 

16th School Assembly 2.45pm 

 SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

22th Confirmation at St Patrick’s Cathedral   

 at 2.30pm 

23rd Book Week commences with Book Week Parade 

24th Author visit - Davina Bell - Prep -Yr 2 

27th Author visit  -  Neridah McMullen - Years 3 - 6 

 Book Week Concludes 

28th First Eucharist 3/4SO - new date 

29th  First Eucharist 3/4SO  -  new date 

30th School Assembly 2.45pm 
 

 

September   

 
  2nd Father’s Day gift packing 

  3th  Father’s Day Breakfast 

  5th   Father’s Day 

  8th  Art Show 

  9th  Art Show 

13th School Assembly 2.45pm 

14th School Closure Day -  Staff First Aid  

September  (cont.) 
 

17th  End of Term 3  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

27th School Assembly 2.45pm 

 

October  

 
  4th  Term 4 commences 

11th SCA Meeting 7.30pm 

12th  Reconciliation Faith Night 

19th  SAC AGM 7.00pm 

21st  Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross 

22st Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross 

 

November  

 
 1st  School Closure - Report Writing Day 

 2nd  Melbourne Cup Day 

11th  Remembrance Day 

18th  Reconciliation 5.30 & 7.00 pm 

22nd SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm 

25th SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run 

 

December 
  7th SCA Meeting 

10th Year 6 Graduation TBC 

14th  End of Year Mass 10.00am 

 End of Term 4. Students finish  

         at 1.00pm 

Please check diary dates regularly as dates  may  be altered                                                              

due to unforeseen  circumstances. 

PARISH NEWS 

We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Levy this year. Parish 

levies were due by 31st  May. Invoices were sent home earlier in the term. It would be appreciated if  

the Levy could be paid as soon as possible. Without continued financial support undertaking Parish 

projects will become harder.  

If you prefer an option of paying monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish Office so that this 

may be organised for you. If your circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties in  

paying, please make an appointment with Fr Steve to discuss. 

Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cask or cheque. For those families who wish to pay via 

Direct Debit, the following account should be used: 

St Thomas Parish     BSB  083 347     A/C 673794896 

Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment is correctly allocated to your 

family. 
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On Monday 2nd August, the Prep students celebrated their 

100 days at school.  We had been counting up to 100 from the 

first day of school.  The Preps came dressed as 100 year olds 

with grey hair and walking sticks.  The students participated 

in lots of activities based on the number 100 including,               

making fruit loop necklaces, 100 days smarter crowns and 

building towers of 100 blocks.  The Preps enjoyed making 

fairy bread with 100’s & 1000’s for morning tea.  For lunch 

they enjoyed eating pizza and sharing stories about their fun 

day. 
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To enrol your child in the instrumental music program, please use the following link:

 

https://forms.gle/sAX2AfSayBMvdceg6 

 

https://forms.gle/sAX2AfSayBMvdceg6
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Congratulations to the following students who have taken up the challenge so far: 

 

   PFM  Maddison A 

   PJP  Lucas B & Skylah P 

   1GK  Elias B, Milla C, Savannah H, Anna S, Lucas C & Lara V 

   1SB  Alessia B, Elissa C, Amy M & Evelyn S 

   2AG  James B & Harper B 

   2LS   Jack A, Olivia V & Alyssa V 

   3/4CM Jackson H, Allegra T & Alessia L 

   3/4JM Ruby s & Aiden V 

   3/4SO William G & Leila A 

   3/4PB Selena K, Charlotte S & Zac T 

   5/6AP Liam V & Grace A 

   5/6BR Erik B, Natalie B & Hirusha F 

   5/6DH Dylan C, Ryker C, Harrison G, Arav L, Mia T & Julian K 

   5/6MW Max M 

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.   

Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and 

class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term. 

Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 

Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 

 Click on - Register and log on 

 Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application 

 Click onto student sign in 

 Click onto -  VPRC login 

 Put in username and password 

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 

2021. Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 2.  So far our students have read 

450 books! There are 45 days left before the Challenge finishes on 17th September.  Thanks to 

the students who are already participating and pursuing their love of reading.  Many students are 

still joining the challenge.  There is still plenty of time to participate and complete the challenge. 

Congratulations to Anna S (1GK) who has already completed the challenge. A fantastic                      

effort Anna!             

As the lockdown has finished everyone will be able to borrow some wonderful books from our school 

library again.   You can also add any books you have from your homework reading log or books you 

have at home. 

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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If you have  difficulty to accessing the library at any time you can use books you have at home or the 

following online resources which  we have available for free at the moment: 

 

1. Storybox: 

https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login 

Username: stthom@s 

 Password: stthom@s2020 

      

2. Storyline online  

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 

3. Youtube kids read alouds 

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-

GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&

ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on 

 

Happy reading! 

Libby Oliver 

https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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DIAMOND VALLEY LIONS CLUB  -  HEARING AND SIGHT TESTS 

Diamond Valley Lions Club is offering pre-schoolers and Prep children (3½yrs - 6yrs) hearing and sight tests as 

part of its community service program. Students under supervision from Melbourne University will carry out 

the play-based testing and parents will be informed immediately and referred to their GP if hearing or sight 

abnormalities are detected. 

Early detection of hearing and vision loss is critical for the development of normal reading, speech and lan-

guage skills. Statistics indicate that around 3% of children tested are found to have to have  difficulties with 

hearing .  

These tests are FREE OF CHARGE, and will be held  between 9am & 3:30pm on Saturday, 14th August at 

Wattle Glen Primary School.  Parking is available on Reynolds Rd and Sunnyside Crescent. Entry to the 

school is on Sunnyside Crescent. Testing can take up to 40 minutes, and only one parent or guardian can be 

present. 

To book, go to www.diamondvalley.vic.lions.org.au , click on ‘Hearing Test’ in the top left corner of the home 

page, and follow the directions, or scan the QR code at the bottom of this page.  

If you have more than one child to test, choose following appointment times with the same tester 

(eg 10am & 10:40am with Amy). 

 

Contact Lions member Fiona Kates 0404 180 772 / kateschiro@icloud.com if you require further infor-

mation or assistance with booking an appointment.  

We are hopeful we will be able to hold it on this date in a COVID safe way. If we have to cancel due to 

restrictions, we will let you know as soon as we can! 

SCA NEWS 

http://www.diamondvalley.vic.lions.org.au/
tel:0404%20180%20772
mailto:kateschiro@icloud.com
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YEAR 7 2023 ENROLMENT  

EXCITING NEWS AT PARADES COLLEGE 

 English Premier League champions Manchester City and Parade College have announced the 

launch of the first Manchester City Football School in Australia. 

For further information http://mancity.parade.vic.edu.au/ 

http://mancity.parade.vic.edu.au/
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YEAR 7 2023 ENROLMENT  
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SCHOOL CENSUS DATA COLLECTION NOTIFICATION 
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