ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 23 19st August, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
How are you all going? The school is very conscious of how hard some families are finding things
during our most recent lockdown restrictions. Most people feel deflated by this latest extension and
stricter restrictions. It is what it is and we really need to support each other and ensure that all
children and families feel safe and the children keep on learning. I know the staff are working
incredibly hard to provide programs for all the children and when not on-site supervising are having
many meets with their classes and doing welfare checks. Please keep on communicating with your
child’s teacher and hopefully we will all be back on-site on the 3rd September.

CALENDAR ADJUSTMENTS
Unfortunately we have had to make some adjustments to the
calendar to reflect the latest Covid lockdown restrictions:


Confirmation for our Year 5 and Year 6 students and 3/4SO’s
First Eucharist have been postponed.



Father’s Day Breakfast has been cancelled and will hopefully be
replaced by another event in Term 4..



The Year 5/6 Basket Supper has been cancelled.



Next week we will be organising a modified Book Week.

ONSITE SUPERVISION - PERMITTED WORKER PERMITS REQUIRED
Following the State Government’s recent announcement regarding further Covid restrictions for
Melbourne, we have had to reassess our provision of on-site supervision for students. I am conscious
that I am required to have as many staff as possible working from home and not commuting to
work. In saying this, there are a number of families in our community that both parents are essential workers and we are required to provide supervision here at school.
From Thursday, only families where both parents are essential workers and cannot work from
home will be permitted to send their children to school for onsite supervision.
The school requires copies of both parents’ ‘Permitted Worker Permits’. Children need to be booked
in via the office staff by the Thursday the week prior to attending.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

RENOVATIONS NOW COMPLETE
Our renovations are now complete and the teachers have commenced moving in and making their
rooms hospitable and welcoming for their students as they eagerly await their return.

SCHOOL FEES
Please be advised, due to children not being able to be at school, the school Fees statements were sent
via Australia Post last week. The office staff are on site and are able to take telephone payments via
Debit/Credit Card.
We also continue to acknowledge the financial pressures that families are currently facing and/or
may face into the future. In these uncertain times, we want you and your child/ren to have certainty
about their education. Every child that is enrolled at St Thomas’ is incredibly valued and appreciated. We want to ensure that your decision to provide them with an education here remains certain.
If you have any concerns about your financial position and your ability to pay fees at this time, we
ask that you please make contact with either myself, David Delaney or Carly Walsh via email at the
following email addresses:
principal@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

David Delaney
Principal
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

PARISH NEWS
We would like to thank all the families who have paid their
$150.00 Parish Voluntary Levy this year. Parish Voluntary Levies
were due by 31st May. Invoices were sent home earlier in the term.
It would be appreciated if the Levy could be paid as soon as
possible. Without continued financial support undertaking Parish
projects will become harder.
If you prefer an option of paying monthly or quarterly, please
contact the Parish Office so that this may be organised for you. If
your circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties
in paying, please make an appointment with Fr Steve to discuss.
Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cask or cheque. For those families who wish to pay
via Direct Debit, the following account should be used:
St Thomas Parish

BSB 083 347

A/C 673794896

Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment is correctly allocated to
your family.

5/6TB - CONFIRMATION WORK SAMPLES
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5/6AP - CONFIRMATION WORK SAMPLES
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LIBRARY NEWS

Children’s Book Week
23rd August – 27th August 2021
Next week we will be celebrating Book Week and students will
be participating in a range of planned activities. This year’s
theme is “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”
Below is the display set up in the library to celebrate Book
Week. We look forward to the students visiting the library and
viewing the display on their return to school.

Book Week Dress Up Day
Friday, 27th August 2021
Unfortunately, due to the current circumstances, the annual
Book Parade has been cancelled.
However, we are still having a virtual ‘Dress Up Day’ on Fun Friday. We are encouraging
students to dress up in one of their favourite book characters. It would be great for children to find
their creative side and come up with a costume using materials, clothes, recyclables or costumes
they have at home.
(Please note: We do not expect parents to purchase costumes)
Prizes and certificates will be given out at our first physical assembly.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

The students will be sharing all the shortlisted books and joining in all the activities planned for the
week.

The CBCA Shortlisted Books for 2021 are as follows:-

Picture Book


The Unwilling Twin by Freya Blackwood



Not Cute by Philip Bunting



Norton and the Bear by Gabriel Evans



Ellie’s Dragon by Bob Graham



How to Make a Bird by Matt Ottley



Your Birthday was the Best by Felicita Sala

Early Childhood


Busy Beaks by Sarah Allen



Who’s Your Real Mum? By Bernadette Green



No Never by Libby Hathorn



Anemone is not the Enemy by Anna McGregor



There’s No Such Thing by Heidi McKinnon



We Love you Magoo by Briony Stewart

Younger Readers


Aster’s Good, Right Things by Kate Gordon



The Stolen Prince of Cloudburst
by Jaclyn Moriarty



Worse Things by Sally Murphy



We Are Wolves by Katrina Nannestad



Bindi by Kirli Saunders



The Book of Chance by Sue Whiting

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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Online Author Visit
Davina Bell & Neridah McMullin
Our first Author Davina Bell will be presenting online to the
Prep to Year 2 classes on Monday. 23rd August.



10.00am - 11.00am – Prep classes



11.50 am - 12.50pm – Year 1 classes



12.50pm - 1.50pm – Grade 2 classes

Davina Bell
Davina Bell is an award-winning author of books for young readers of many ages. She writes picture books (including Under the Love Umbrella and All the Ways to Be Smart), as well as junior fiction, middle-grade fiction and young adults. Davina lives in Melbourne, where she works as a children’s book publisher. She talks to kids and adults around the country about the enchanting world
of books and ideas.

Neridah McMullin
Unfortunately, Neridah was scheduled to present to the Year 3 to
Year 6 classes during Book Week but due to our current circumstances this has had to be rescheduled. (Date to be advised).

Neridah is an inspiring author, storyteller & presenter. She loves talking to students about, making
Australian history, Indigenous history and Sport accessible to children in a fun and engaging way.
Her collection of books include Fabish, Ponkidoodle and her latest book Drover due to come out in
September.

Let our minds be creative and make Book Week a fun week.
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St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
2021. Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 2. So far our students
have read 642 books! There are 31 days left before the Challenge finishes on the Friday,
17th September. Thanks to the students who are already participating and pursuing their love of
reading. Many students are still joining the challenge. There is still plenty of time to participate or
to complete the challenge. Congratulations to Jackson H (3/4CM) and Cooper F (5/6DH)
who have already completed the challenge this week. A fantastic effort by Jackson and Cooper. You
can also add any books you have from your homework reading log or books you have at home.

Congratulations to the following students who have taken up the challenge so far:
PFM
PJP
1GK
1SB
2AG
2LS
3/4CM
3/4JM
3/4SO
3/4PB
5/6AP
5/6BR
5/6DH
5/6MW

Maddison A
Lucas B, Skylah P & Sotiria A
Elias B, Milla C, Savannah H, Anna S, Lucas C & Lara V
Alessia B, Elissa C, Amy M & Evelyn S
James B & Harper B
Jack A, Olivia V & Alyssa V
Jackson H, Allegra T & Alessia L
Ruby S, Aiden V & Rachel F
William G & Leila A
Selena K, Charlotte S & Zac T
Liam V & Grace A
Erik B, Natalie B & Hirusha F
Dylan C, Ryker C, Harrison G, Arav L, Mia, Julian K & Cooper F
Max M
HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Click on - Register and log on



Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application



Click onto student sign in



Click onto - VPRC login



Put in username and password
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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If you have difficulty to accessing the library at any time you can use books you have at home or the
following online resources which we have available for free at the moment:
1. Storybox:
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Username: stthom@s
Password: stthom@s2020

2.

Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/

3.

Youtube kids read alouds

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&
ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Happy reading!
Libby Oliver

SCA NEWS
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To enrol your child in the instrumental music program, please use the following link:
https://forms.gle/sAX2AfSayBMvdceg6
Complete your enrolment forms now to ensure your child is ready to commence music
classes when students return to on site learning.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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UPDATED DIARY DATES FOR 2021
August

October

22th Confirmation for Years 5 & 6 students at
St Thomas Parish Church – postponed

4th
11th
12th
19th
21st
22st

23rd Book Week commences with Book Week Parade
24th Author visit - Davina Bell - Prep -Yr 2
27th Author visit - Neridah McMullen - Years 3 - 6
Book Week Concludes
28th First Eucharist 3/4SO - postponed
29th First Eucharist 3/4SO - postponed
30th School Assembly 2.45pm

September
3th
5th
8th
9th
13th
14th
17th

Father’s Day Breakfast - cancelled
Father’s Day
Art Show – cancelled
Art Show – postponed
School Assembly 2.45pm
School Closure Day - Staff First Aid
End of Term 3
Students finish at 1.00pm

Term 4 commences
SCA Meeting 7.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night
SAC AGM 7.00pm
Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross
Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross

November
1st
2nd
11th
22nd
25th

School Closure - Report Writing Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
SCA Meeting—AGM 7.30pm
SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run

December
7th SCA Meeting
10th Year 6 Graduation TBC
14th End of Year Mass 10.00am
End of Term 4. Students finish
at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered
due to unforeseen circumstances.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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YEAR 7 2023 ENROLMENT
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YEAR 7 2023 ENROLMENT

EXCITING NEWS AT PARADES COLLEGE
English Premier League champions Manchester City and Parade College have announced the
launch of the first Manchester City Football School in Australia.
For further information http://mancity.parade.vic.edu.au/

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

