
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

251 Diamond Creek Road                                                                                      Telephone: 9434 4565 
Greensborough North 3088                                                                        No 26  9th September 2021

Dear Families,

 Our School Vision:  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are 
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

It is hard to comprehend that the term finishes next Friday. The weeks with remote learning seem to blend into each 
other. The staff here acknowledge the resilience of all the students, families and themselves as they work through 
these times. You are all to be congratulated for what you are doing. We really hope that the children are permitted to 
return to school from the start of Term 4.

Reminder:  Term 3 finishes Friday, 17th September at 1.00pm.



SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY NEXT WEEK  -  TUESDAY, 14TH SEPTEMBER

SCHOOL OFFICE

Please note due to current lockdown restrictions only skeleton staff are present on site therefore the front 
desk is not always staffed.

● If you have questions relating to classroom activities please contact your child’s teacher directly via 
email or class Dojo.

● If having technical issues with Chromebooks or iPads please contact our IT contractor, Centorrino on 
9998 6392.

● Any office related inquiries please email either Carly or Francine.
● Essential Service Workers children only for on site supervision - bookings requests  to school office 

are due each Thursday for the following week - francine@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

I hope you all enjoyed the school closure day last week and were able to focus on everyone’s wellbeing and 
enjoyed the beautiful day.

A reminder the school will be closed on Tuesday, 14th September. This will be for all staff to undertake their 
biannual first aid training renewal. This training will take up most of the day and covers CPR, Asthma, 
Anaphylaxis and other general first aid treatments. 

The staff will also be updating their emergency management training. As a school we are required to be up to 
date with the latest training.



FOOTY DAY - FRIDAY, 17TH SEPTEMBER

David Delaney

Principal

Next Friday, 17th September, is the last day of term  The teachers are organising some entertaining activities for the 
day  in recognition of the football finals series. It should be a fun way to finish off the school term.

TERM 4 SUMMER UNIFORM

Classes finish at 1.00pm on Friday, 17th September for term break. Term 4 commences on Monday, 4th October and  
students will hopefully be returning to on site schooling. When the children return they need to be wearing their 
summer uniform including school hat.



LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

This term, with the amazing support of parents and carers, teachers have been very pleased with the student’s engagement and effort in their 
learning. Everything that is taught, whether it be in person or remotely, is used to gather a picture of your children - the skills that they 
demonstrate and the areas they still need to learn. Remote learning, although not ideal, is no exception to this with the work students are 
submitting along with the skills they demonstrate in focused teaching groups and discussions all contributes to student learning and reporting 
to parents. Teachers make informed judgements to support their teaching every day so it is vital that students complete the tasks set and submit 
them to their teacher for assessment purposes.

We realise that some families have made decisions about what is manageable for them in their circumstances, and that the balance between 
supporting students with remote learning and trying to work from home will be extremely challenging. However it is important to note that all 
content areas that have been taught will be included in student reports next term, Reading, Writing, Mathematics, Religious Education, Inquiry 
and Wellbeing are all essential components of the curriculum. 

For reporting purposes, teachers require multiple work samples in order to make a decision about 
how much of the curriculum the child has achieved. Therefore, if students have not engaged in some
 curriculum areas or not submitted multiple work samples, they will not be able to be assessed in that 
particular subject area for their reports. If you are concerned about your child’s progress or their 
ability to complete the learning set for them, please contact their classroom teacher. 



LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

NAPLAN RESULTS 2021
Last year, due to COVID lockdowns, the NAPLAN testing was cancelled. We are pleased that our students were able to complete the testing this year as 
we can use these results to determine direction for professional learning for staff and set improvement targets, which informs our Annual Action Plan. 
The results are now available for students in years three and five to collect from the school office if you are coming past during the hours of 9:00am to 
3:00pm Monday to Friday. Those families who are unable to collect these in person will have the results posted to them on Wednesday 15th September. 

So far, our school leadership team, middle and senior school teachers have familiarized themselves with the results. We have particularly focussed on 
the growth in student results between Year 3 and Year 5 at this stage which is summarised in the table below.

Reading 
2019 

Year 3

Reading 
2021 

Year 5
Reading 

Difference

Writing 
2019 

Year 3

Writing 
2021 

Year 5
Writing 

Difference

Spelling 
2019 Year 

3

Spelling 
2021 

Year 5
Spelling 

Difference

School Growth 429.9 515.06 85.16 436.72 494.4 57.68 415.45 500.07 84.62

State Growth 446.6 522.82 76.22 435.2 488.77 53.57 428.2 506.45 78.25

Growth 
Difference -16.7 -7.76 8.94 1.52 5.63 4.11 -12.75 -6.38 6.37

Therefore from the table above we can see that the growth our students made in Reading, Writing and Spelling between Years 3 and 5 is above the 
average growth in all schools from Victoria across all areas which is very pleasing and a testament to our teachers.



LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

Grammar & 
Punctuation 
2019 Year 3

Grammar & 
Punctuation 
2021 Year 5

Grammar & 
Punctuation 
Difference

Numeracy 
2019 Year 3

Numeracy 
2021 Year 5

Numeracy 
Difference

School Growth 444.74 493.77 49.03 416.99 496.11 79.12

State Growth 453.5 512.76 59.26 420.5 505.56 85.06

Growth Difference -8.76 -18.99 -10.23 -3.51 -9.45 -5.94

The Grammar and Punctuation and Numeracy results above indicate these are the areas we need to improve as the growth is below 
the average growth across the state therefore our use of Teaching Sprints to improve our teaching of Numeracy has not yet been 
reflected in student results in NAPLAN. Mrs Oliver (Literacy Leader) and Ms Papworth (Numeracy Leader) are also working with 
our regional consultants in their respective areas to glean further insights and explore opportunities for teaching and learning of 
both of these areas. 



LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

The graphs below are a snapshot of our school results in comparison to the state and national average scale score across all areas assessed in the 
NAPLAN testing in May of this year.

If you would like to discuss your child’s individual results, please contact their classroom teacher. It is important to note that these results are now 
considered to be old data. They can be used to analyse trends, determine priorities and as a benchmark, however they should not be used as an 
indicator of current achievement. Teachers have much more current data that indicates the current achievement level of students. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Here in Australia, October marks World Mission Month, a celebration of the global work of the Church and the dedication of missionaries both 
religious and lay, who support children and communities in need around the world. On World Mission Sunday, 24th October 2021, parish 
communities around the world will gather to pray for and support thousands of life-changing missionary programs. The following Wednesday, 27th 
October is Children’s Mission Day. At St Thomas’ we will be holding an event to highlight our responsibility to respond to the call to love God and to 
love our neighbour as disciples of Jesus, sharing our faith in action and through prayer. We will be holding a Socktober event day which will raise funds 
for Catholic Mission, Pope Francis’ official mission agency. Our Year 5 and 6 students as part of their Confirmation action will be planning and 
running this day culminating in a Socktober Shoot out competition. Funds raised through this event will go to programs that benefit children around 
the world. 

Our school vision is that our students will make a positive difference to our world and we look forward to this opportunity to do so, which will go 
ahead in whatever form is possible (either in person or remotely). We encourage everyone to get involved in this day. Here is the link to our 
personalised school page to make a donation - https://www.socktober.org.au/fundraisers/stthomastheapostleprimaryschool. Our goal is to raise 
$3000 which could provide school uniforms for a whole school of students and meals for all children at the school for a whole month. We encourage 
everyone to get involved by making a donation, finding out more about Catholic Mission and engaging in our 
Socktober Challenge.

Yours in faith, hope and love,

Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal - Learning, Teaching and Religious Education

https://www.socktober.org.au/fundraisers/stthomastheapostleprimaryschool


WELLBEING

I hope this correspondence finds you all safe and well. Today is National RU OK Day and it is very clear that not everyone is OK. If UR OK, you 
may wish to:

1. Ask someone, “RU OK?”
2. LISTEN
3. Encourage action
4. Check in

This applies to children as much as it does for adults. Can I encourage you to check out the following website: 
https://www.ruok.org.au/education . There are some great ideas for teachers and parents. 

PSG meetings will not be held this term. These meetings will be conducted early in Term 4. My apologies for not notifying you sooner .

Peter Sist
Deputy Principal
Wellbeing Leader

PSG MEETINGS

https://www.ruok.org.au/education


SEPTEMBER

13th School Assembly 2.45pm
14th School Closure Day - Staff First Aid Training
17th Footy Day
17th End of  Term 3. Students finish at 1.00pm

OCTOBER

4th Term 4 commences
5th Eltham District Athletics (TBC)
11th SCA Meeting 7.30pm
18th Socktober Soccer Day
19th SAC Meeting 7.00pm
21st Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross
22nd Year 4 Camp at Holy Cross
25th Book Fair commences
27th Children’s Mission Day & Socktober
29th Book Fair concludes

NOVEMBER

1st School Closure Day - Report Writing Day 
2nd Melbourne Cup Day
10th Prep 2022 - Orientation Day 1 

9.15am - 10.45am (TBC)
11th Remembrance Day
17th Prep 2022 - Orientation Day 2 

9.15am -10.45am (TBC)
22nd SCA AGM 
23rd PEB AGM
25th SCA Fundraiser - Colour Run

DECEMBER

7th SCA Meeting 7.00pm
10th Year 6 Graduation 
14th End of Year Mass

End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm

DIARY DATES

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered                                                              
due to unforeseen circumstances.



PARISH NEWS

We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Voluntary 
Levy this year. Parish Voluntary Levies were due by 31st May. Invoices were sent home 
earlier in the term. It would be appreciated if the Levy could be paid as soon as 
possible. Without continual financial support undertaking Parish projects will 
become harder.

If you prefer an option of paying monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish 
Office so that this  may be organised for you. If your circumstances have changed and 
you are having difficulties in paying, please make an appointment with Fr Steven to 
discuss.
Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cash or cheque. For those families who 
wish to pay via Direct Debit, the following account should be used:

St Thomas Parish BSB 083 347  A/C 673794896

Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment is correctly 
allocated to your family.



Attention students and families,

In Italian at St Thomas, the students use a badge system to understand how they can be successful in language learning. 

ITALIAN COMPETITION

I can 
REMEMBER the 

words and 
gestures

I can 
UNDERSTAND 
the words

I can USE the 
words in a 

game

I am 
IMPROVING

I can CREATE 
my own 
sentences

During weeks 9 and 10 of this term, we will be holding a CREATE badge competition! Students are invited to create their 

own sentence using this term’s words and send a video of themselves saying it. The student with the best creative 

sentence from each class will win!

More details to come!



St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2021. 
Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 2.  So far our students have read 857 books! 
There are 10 days left before the Challenge finishes Friday,  17th September.  Thanks to the students who 
are already participating and pursuing their love of reading.  There is still plenty of time to complete the 
challenge. 

Congratulations to Harper B (2AG), Alyssa V (2LS) and Sotiria A (PJP) for completing the challenge this 
week. A fantastic effort! Eighteen students have completed the challenge so far.  Keep on reading everyone 
to complete the challenge.   You can also add any books you have from your homework reading log or books 
you have at home.



Congratulations to the following students who have taken up the challenge so far:

PFM Maddison A
PJP Lucas B, Skylah P & Sotiria A
1GK Elias B, Milla C, Savannah H, Anna S, Lucas C & Lara V
1SB Alessia B, Elissa C, Amy M & Evelyn S
2AG James B & Harper B
2LS Jack A, Olivia V & Alyssa V
3/4CM Jackson H, Allegra T & Alessia L
3/4JM Ruby S, Aiden V & Rachel F
3/4PB Selena K, Charlotte S & Zac T
3/4SO William G & Leila A
5/6AP Liam V & Grace A
5/6BR Erik B, Natalie B & Hirusha F
5/6DH Dylan C, Ryker C, Harrison G, Aarav L, Mia T, Julian K & Cooper F
5/6MW Max M



HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.  
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and class to receive your new details if you 
have lost your details from last term.
Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

● Click on - Register and log on

● Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application

● Click onto student sign in

● Click onto -  VPRC login

● Put in username and password

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


If you have  difficulty to accessing the library at any time you can use books you have 
at home or the following online resources which  we have available for free at the  moment:

1. Storybox:

https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login

Username: stthom@s

 Password: stthom@s2020

2. Storyline online 
https://www.storylineonline.net/

3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+boo
ks&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on

Happy reading!
          
Libby Oliver
                  

https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on


REMOTE LEARNING PFM

Maddie’s Procedure Writing - How to make 
an egg and bacon sandwich

      Benji’s letter to Zara                                                   Mia’s Procedure Writing - How to make Slime

Lots of great work being completed again this week by PFM students. They have been putting in a lot 
of effort and we are proud of all our students achievements.



REMOTE LEARNING PFM

Benji’s drawing of a Minion.

Jacob ‘s drawing of a panda.

            Natalia’s reading response activity.                                                        Grace’ reading response activity.
           



REMOTE LEARNING PJP

There has been lots of learning happening in the PJP Remote Learning classroom in the last week. We made Father's Day cards for our dads, went on 
a 3D object hunt, made jelly (and wrote about it) and enjoyed a teddy bear's picnic where we showed our understanding of dividing and sharing 
collections. Fantastic home and onsite learning Prep JP- bring on Week 10!

Charlotte                               Sotiria                 Skylah 



REMOTE LEARNING PJP

There has been lots of learning happening in the PJP Remote Learning classroom in the last week. We made Father's Day cards for our dads, 
went on a 3D object hunt, made jelly (and wrote about it) and enjoyed a teddy bear's picnic where we showed our understanding of dividing and 
sharing collections. Fantastic home and onsite learning Prep JP- bring on Week 10!

                                 William                                                                                                             Lucas                                                                                                           Macy



REMOTE LEARNING IN 1SB

The students in 1SB had a lot of fun reading poems that rhyme. They then got very creative and wrote their own! They all did a great job, here are 
just a few samples of their great work.

             Elissa                                                      Jessica Lewis     Vienna



REMOTE LEARNING IN 1SB

Father’s Day last weekend meant there were a lot of fun activities centred around the dads of 1SB students.

              Samuel                                                                                Max Lewis                 Gabriella



REMOTE LEARNING IN 1SB

Father’s Day last weekend meant there were a lot of fun activities centred around the dads of 1SB students.

                  Ethan                                                                     Charlie                                                                    Alessia                                                                                  Jessica



REMOTE LEARNING IN 2AG

The Year 2 students conducted an experiment on apple oxidisation for Fun Friday. We tested different ingredients such as lemon juice, salt, 
sugar, apple juice etc with water to see which would make a cut apple slice stay fresh and not brown as fast. 



REMOTE LEARNING IN 2AG

The Year 2 students also created Indigenous inspired artworks they completed as a class online. They listened to the didgeridoo being played while 
painting or drawing. They have created some colourful pieces.



REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4SO

Dear Aged care resident,

I hope you are okay during this lockdown. I wanted 
to write a letter to make you feel better. Here is a 
Spring poem for you as it is Spring time now.

Spring time is here
Grass is green 
Flowers grow
Birds are singing
Bees are buzzing
Kites are flying
Springtime is here

Have a good day!
From
Kalista

Hello Everyone at the Aged Care Home I hope you are all having a nice day.

My name is Takina and I am in grade 3. I am going to tell you a bit about myself. I am 8 
years old and it is my birthday soon. I have a baby brother, his name is Keanu and he is 5 
months old. I like to play basketball, soccer, football and card games. I have been 
learning from home with my school work and am very glad the parks are open again so 
I can go and run around there.

I am happy when I get to hold my little brother and give him lots of cuddles. He is not 
crawling yet but he plays on his play mat. I get his toys out and try to show him them. 
He has a bouncer that he plays in and a pram we can take him for walks in. Below is a 
photo of him for you all to see.

I'm happy the weather is getting better. It means                                                                                         
that everyone can get out and go for a run or walk.                                                             I hope 
that the warmer weather allows you as a resident to                                                                    get 
outside in the spring breeze and enjoy the garden.

I hope this letter finds you smiling and happy.                                                                  I wish 
you the best with everything going on.

Takina



REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4SO

Three friends were on a water slide when a genie appeared. He said “Since 
there are three of you I will grant you each a wish just shout it out when you’re 
going down”.  The first one went down and shouted “ Money” and landed in a 
sea full of cash. The second one went down and shouted “A lifetime supply of 
chocolate” and landed in a pool of chocolate. But the third one was so excited 
they shouted “wee.”

Why was there thunder in the lab?
Because the scientists were brainstorming.

What did the horse say when he fell over?
I have fallen over and I can’t getty up.

What's a postman's favourite herb?
Parcel y .

What cheese isn’t yours?
Nacho cheese .

Why did the child cross the road?  
To get to the other slide . 

What do elves learn at school?
The elfi bet.

 Stay safe  Love Taylah 3/4 SO

Hi my name is Dane, 
I am in Grade 4 at St Thomas the Apostle 
Primary school. I live with my parents and 
two brothers. I love animals and we have lots 
of pets. We have two cats, three fish, two 
guinea pigs, and my favourite of all, my three 
chickens. We are waiting for a new puppy too.

I hate being in lockdown because I want to meet up with my friends. We like 
going to the park to hang out.  I miss out on my footy training as well 

I hope you are doing ok and have some family that can see you. 

Keep safe from Dane.



REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4SO

Hi my name is Leila.

I go to St Thomas Primary school in Greensborough. How are you? I am in 
grade 3 and I am 9 years old. My favorite food is pasta, what is your favorite 
food? I have a dog who is 3. She is a girl and her name is Roxy. 

I play netball but I want to play basketball next year. I like swimming. I used to 
do dancing but I stopped dancing after two or three years. Today for remote 
learning I did reading and we learnt about Ash Barty. Do you know who that 
is?  Then we had grammar, writing and maths, well being and religion. I have 
two sisters and one brother. My oldest sister is in year eight and my second 
sister is in year five. My little brother is in kindergarten. 

My favorite subject for school is writing. I do not like maths. My Dad built a 
chicken coop and we are getting chickens, which will be exciting. My favorite 
lollipop flavor is watermelon. I love running a lot and that is a little bit about 
me . 

I hope you like the pretty flower picture I have 
added. I like pink roses. I have them in my garden.
They smell really nice. What is your favourite
flower?

I hope you are happy and doing well.
From Leila 3/4  SO

Hello! 
My name is Riley. I hope you have had a great time in lockdown. I 
hope everything is going to plan . For footy if your team is trying to 
make the grand final I hope they win it . 
Would you like to me to tell you a joke? Here are a couple of jokes to 
make you laugh! 

Why do we tell actors to break a leg?
 Answer -because every play has a cast. 

Here is another joke 

Why did the M&M go to school? 
Answer- he wanted to be a smartie. 

What do you like doing in lockdown? I like playing games. What is 
your favorite tv show? Mine is Avengers. Hope we can get out of 
lockdown soon and  have a great rest 
of the day. 

From Riley, 3/4SO



Hello,
I'm Milla. I come from the school across the 
road. I am in grade 4 and in Minnie Vinnies.
 My favourite color is blue and I love dogs. 
I also love reading. 
I am in the middle of reading this book called
 “Figgy takes the city”. The book is  really good
 and interesting.It is about a girl who lives with
 her grandmother because her mother dropped
 her off at her front doorstep when she was a
 baby. Figgy the little girl also got a scholarship 
to go to Hope College which is in Accra which is far away from 
Figgy's village. Figgy then caught a tro tro which is a taxi to Accra 
to go to Hope College and she will stay at her Uncle Philmond’s 
house on weekends. 
I hope you are well during these lockdowns I 
hope I  can come visit you again soon.

From Milla.  3/4 so  

REMOTE LEARNING IN 3/4SO

Hi my name Charlize,

I love art. I bet whoever gets this note is a lovely 
being. I'm sure you are beautiful and loved.
I hope you have an awesome day. Now that it's
 warmer I hope you can enjoy the sunshine.  

From Charlize (3/4 so)  

Hi, I’m Eva,
I like basketball and singing/songwriting. My favourite subjects in 
school are maths and art, also, I’m a triplet and twin. My identical twin 
is Emilie and my triplet brother's name is Michael.
He’s deaf. I also have a little sister. Her name is Alana. Alana is literally 
the cutest person I’ve ever seen! We all love her so much! 
My best friends are Charlotte,Kalista and Leila. I don’t really like home 
schooling. I hope you’re doing well in lockdown . 
I miss my friends. Lockdown’s been hard. I hope 
you’re doing ok? I also hope you get to see your 
family soon. 
Love Eva  



REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6DH

The students in 5/6DH have been working on their Book Club novel blurbs. They have written catchy blurbs for their assigned Book Club novels.



REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6DH

The students in 5/6DH have been working on their Book Club novel blurbs. They have written catchy blurbs for their assigned Book Club novels.



REMOTE LEARNING IN 5/6DH

The students in 5/6DH have been working on their Book Club novel blurbs. They have written catchy blurbs for their assigned Book Club novels.



‘ROCKY ROAD’ FOR THE STUDENTS IN YEAR 5 & 6



‘ROCKY ROAD’ FOR THE STUDENTS IN YEAR 5 & 6



FATHER’S DAY RAFFLE RESULTS



STUDENT AWARDS



BIRTHDAYS


