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Dear Families,

 Our School Vision:  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are 
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

The day is nearly upon us when all our students are permitted to return to on-site learning. Our transition 
back to on site learning commences on Monday, with the return of of Prep students,  followed by the  Year 1 & 
2 students later in the week.

When the children return to school, we will once again focus on the children’s social and emotional wellness 
and have a major curriculum emphasis on English, Maths and Religious Education. The children have not 
been exposed to the long school day for quite a while now and we expect them to be fatigued in the 
afternoons and will adapt our programs accordingly.

Entry and exit gates will be allocated for each level and these will be communicated to families separately.



RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN 

Below is the program for our students to return to school. I am fully aware this will be difficult to manage if you have children across different year 
levels, but this is what has been mandated by the Victorian Government. Our teachers will now have to prepare two programs for teaching their 
students, a remote program and an on-site program which will be challenging.

Return to School Plan – Metropolitan Melbourne/Restricted Areas

● Remote and flexible learning will continue to be delivered to students on the days they are not attending onsite.
● Children will have a staggered return to school
● From Monday, 18th October  - Preps - Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
● From Thursday, 21st October – Year 1 & 2 - Thursday & Friday
● From Tuesday, 26th October – Year 3 & 4  - Tuesday & Wednesday
● From Thursday, 28th October – Year 5 & 6 - Thursday & Friday
● From Friday, 5th November - All students return



FACE MASKS

The following is an extract from our most recent MACS Operations Manual and explains the wearing of face masks at school. 

Please see coronavirus.vic.gov.au for the latest face mask requirements.

For all school settings, the Victorian Chief Health Officer:
• Directs students in Year 3 to Year 6 to wear face masks when indoors on school premises, unless an exception applies.
• Recommends that all other children wear face masks when at school, attending an OSHC program, or when travelling to and from school          
on public transport, taxis or ride share vehicles.

There are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask. For staff and students this may include
those who are unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability, medical or a mental health
 condition. 
A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. 
Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements. 



David Delaney

Principal

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT SURVEY

PREP 2022 ORIENTATION DATES

We have scheduled the three Wednesdays in November for our on site Prep 2022 Orientation Program. We are still waiting to hear from MACS in 
regards to how this will be implemented given current Covid restrictions. We will inform our Prep 2022 families as soon as we are instructed on how 
we will  be able to proceed with these important sessions.

A final reminder that all students are to be wearing their summer uniform including summer hats when they return to on site learning.. If their 
school shoes no longer fit, they are permitted to wear their runners but when shops re-open it is expected that new school shoes will  be purchased 
and  worn. Children will also need to bring their drink bottle.

Yesterday MACS School Improvement Surveys were sent out  to  random system selected families. For the families who received these surveys and 
complete them we will be placing you in  a draw to win a Bunnings voucher.

SUMMER UNIFORM



OCTOBER

18th Prep students back on site
Prep 2022 online transition session 3

19th Prep students  on site
SAC Meeting 7.00pm

20th Prep students  on site
21st Year  1 & 2  students back on site
22nd Year  1 & 2 students  on site
23rd Reconciliation Commitment Mass 6.00pm
24th Reconciliation Commitment Mass 10.30am
25th Prep 2022 online transition session 4
26th Year 3 & 4 back on site
27th Year 3 & 4 on site
28th Year 5 & 6 back on site
29th Year 5 & 6 on site

NOVEMBER

1st School Closure Day - Report Writing Day 
2nd Melbourne Cup Day
3rd Prep & Year 3 & 4 on site
4th Year  1 & 2 & Year 5 & 6 on site
5th All classes on site
10th Prep 2022 - Orientation Day 1 

9.15am - 10.45am (TBC)
11th Remembrance Day

Year 4 Fun Day
12th Socktober Soccer Mission Week Activities
15th Yr 5 fittings for Yr 6 2022 jumpers 10-11am
17th Prep 2022 - Orientation Day 2 

9.15am -10.45am (TBC)
18th First Reconciliation 5.30pm

First Reconciliation  7.00pm
20th First Eucharist 3/4SO - 6.00pm
21st First Eucharist 3/4SO  - 10.30pm
22nd SCA AGM 
23rd SAC AGM (formerly PEB) 
24th Prep 2002 - Orientation Day 3

9.15am -10.45am (TBC)

DIARY DATES

Please check diary dates regularly as dates may be altered  due to unforeseen circumstances.

DECEMBER

2nd Confirmation  5.30pm
3rd Confirmation  5.30pm

Confirmation  7.00pm
7th SCA Meeting 7.00pm
10th Year 6 Graduation (time TBC)
14th End of Year Mass

End of Term 4. Students finish at 1.00pm



SCHOOL OFFICE

Please note due to current lockdown restrictions only skeleton staff are present on site therefore the front desk is not always 
staffed.
● If you have questions relating to classroom activities please contact your child’s teacher directly via email or class Dojo.
● If having technical issues with Chromebooks or iPads please contact our IT contractor, Centorrino on 9998 6392.
● Any office related inquiries please email either Carly or Francine.
● Essential Service Workers children only for on site supervision - current work permits and  bookings requests  to 

school office are due each Thursday for the following week - francine@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 
● Please check your permits are current and signed before emailing them to the office

PARISH NEWS

We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Voluntary Levy this year. Parish Voluntary Levies were due by 31st May. 
Invoices were sent home earlier in the term. It would be appreciated if the Levy could be paid as soon as possible. Without continual financial 
support undertaking Parish projects will become harder.

If you prefer an option of paying monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish Office so that this  may be organised for you.
If your circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties in paying, please make an appointment with Fr Steven 
to discuss.
Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cash or cheque. For those families who wish to pay via Direct Debit, the following
 account should be used:

St Thomas Parish BSB 083 347  A/C 673794896

Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment is correctly allocated to your family.

mailto:francine@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au


LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

In learning and teaching this term St Thomas’ staff have commenced by unpacking, analysing and setting goals for improvement using the High Impact 
Teaching Strategies (HITS) This work will continue throughout the remainder of 2021 and will guide our improvement strategies and actions for 2022. 
There are ten strategies that research indicates have the highest impact on student learning which include - setting goals, structuring lessons, explicit 
teaching, worked examples, collaborative learning, multiple exposures, questioning, feedback, metacognitive strategies and differentiated teaching.

Teachers and leaders have reflected on these strategies and how they are evident in their teaching or leadership practice. We have also considered the 
HITS wholistically at St Thomas’ and have made judgements about our whole school strengths and areas for growth. Our top 3 are explicit teaching, 
feedback and differentiation, and the areas that challenge us are metacognition (students thinking), questioning and worked examples. Therefore, 
professional learning will be provided with a focus on our challenges. We have also set goals for improvement in all of the HITS for 2022 with strategies 
for implementation including deliberate practice and feedback  to help our staff develop new skills and extend existing ones, impacting both teacher and 
student learning.

This work is directly connected to our school vision and aims to build a community of excellence and life-long learners. We are excited about this 
initiative and continue to work towards improving teaching practice using the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes illustrated below.



LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

NAPLAN - Where to next?

Following the release of the 2021 NAPLAN results, staff have also engaged in professional learning and conducted a ‘deep dive’ into our students’ 
needs. As a result of this analysis the following actions have been identified for implementation in 2021/22 -

1. Use of Seven Steps to Writing Success to connect Reading and Writing
2. Implement the SMART Spelling Approach to teaching Spelling in all classes from Prep to 6 and provide parents with training to assist 

with follow up at home
3. Increased use of data to inform planning and instruction with Literacy and Numeracy leaders
4. Establishment of whole school approach to problem solving - 6S problem solving strategy
5. Engagement of expert Mathematics Coach - Michael Ymer to plan with teachers and model teaching in classrooms
6. Continue working with Marian Nicolazzi from MACS on improving teaching of reading.

We are always looking for opportunities to improve our teaching to improve student learning, and we are pleased to inform you that we will also 
be continuing with using Teaching Sprints as an approach for our Professional Learning because we know that it works.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s results, please do not hesitate to speak with their teacher. 



LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE

Semester 2 Reporting

The latest guidelines from the VRQA (Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority) regarding school requirements for semester 2 reporting to 
parents have been released by MACS. This is the governing body for Catholic Schools in Victoria. These guidelines state that schools must -

- Prioritise learning in the fundamental areas of English and Mathematics as well as include content from the other curriculum learning areas in 
their learning programs including Religious Education

- Provide a written report (print or digital) in an accessible form and easy for parents to understand for Semester 2, 2021
- Provide the opportunity for parents and students to discuss the school report with teachers, consistent with each school’s usual end-of-year 

approach but subject to any relevant health advice. 

Therefore student reports in Semester 2 will contain the following -
- An overview of teaching and learning in all subject areas - English, Mathematics, Religious Education, Integrated Inquiry, and all specialist 

subjects.
- Achievement marked against the Victorian Curriculum for English and Mathematics with growth indicated from the previous reporting 

period.
- A comment indicating progress in Religious Education and Integrated Inquiry in the form of a checklist of skills marked on a rating scale.
- A General Comment on engagement during remote learning, strengths and challenges, growth demonstrated in English and Maths, how the 

student has managed with return to onsite learning, recognition of special achievements and individualised support provided.

Student reports will be distributed via Compass in the last full week of Term 4. 



LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE
Student’s Return to School - Wellbeing
Our major focus on the student’s return will be to ensure they have a smooth transition to onsite learning. Students have spent a significant period of 
time isolated from their peers and despite our teachers efforts to provide opportunities for students to collaborate in the remote learning environment, 
there will be significant challenges in returning to school.  

After months of physical and social isolation, as a result of the Pandemic, students may have experienced feelings of separation and loneliness. Those 
students who have seemingly thrived cognitively, are also likely to require some form of social and emotional support. Reconnecting with friends, 
re-establishing feelings of safety, belonging and connection are essential at this time. Engaging with familiar people, routines, and activities will provide 
a sense of safety, security and enhance coping skills.

‘A time of joy, movement, discovery and experimentation without fear of failure; a time when every student should enjoy comfort, safety, and 
socialization with peers and warm, caring adults’. Doyle & Sahlberg, 2020, Reopen schools with a ‘golden age of play’
We acknowledge that:
● It’s not ‘business as usual’
● Teachers will need to re-build stamina in students and themselves for a ‘normal school day’
● Students may be experiencing anxiety, fear and a sense of loss
● At home, students have generally had more freedom and unstructured time.

We encourage parents to re-establish good night-time routines, and discuss with students what the return to school will look like. Teachers have planned 
to support transition back to school and we will be providing ongoing opportunities for children and young people, staff and families to build networks 
and develop positive shared experiences. Reassuringly, most students settle into their new school surroundings without major difficulties. Please make 
sure you discuss any concerns you may have with your child’s class teacher.



2022 PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM

We are looking forward to Term 4, especially November, when we invite our Prep 
2022 students to attend our on site orientation sessions. These dates are currently 
scheduled for :

Wednesday, 10th November
Wednesday, 17th November 
Wednesday, 24th November

More information and details regarding theses sessions will be sent home to Prep 
2022 families early next term.

This year we are again also delivering weekly online video activities to assist our 
2022 Preps in transitioning to school. Our current Prep students enjoyed these 
Monday sessions last year as part of their Prep Transition Program and  we are 
sure our 2022 Preps will as well.

Our 2022 Prep online transition activities commenced on Monday,  4th October.
Contact at francine@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au if you would like to 
register to receive these weekly session links.
  

mailto:francine@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au


PREP 2022 TRANSITION PROGRAM SESSION 1 - BUSH SCHOOL

                        Rafael        Ilaria             Jude

Last  week we commenced our Prep Transition Program. Our future Preps were so excited to meet Mrs Kalnis and learn about our Bush School Program. 
Below are some more of their creative responses to an activity Mrs Kalnis gave them to complete. 



PREP 2022 TRANSITION PROGRAM SESSION 2 - ITALIAN 

                                                                         Beau                    Rafael                Joshua
 “Mi piace il libro “The Cuddliest Cuddle in the World”.              “Mi piace il libro”Two Little Monkeys” “Mi piace il libro “Bluey Verandah Santa”

This week in session two of our transition program our Prep 2022 students listened to Signora Cardillo read “Mia Piacciono l Libr” (I Like Books”)                     
by Anthony Browne. Signora Cardillo then asked the children to show her their favourite book.



PREP 2022 TRANSITION PROGRAM SESSION 2 - ITALIAN 

              Brodie                      Ilara               John             Aidan
 Mi piace il libro “There’s a Hippopotamus     Mi piace il libro ”Frozen”.             Mi piace il libro ‘Dinosaurs”                        Mi piace il libro  “Baking With Dad”
                   On Our Roof Eating Cake”.



PREP 2022 TRANSITION PROGRAM SESSION 2 - ITALIAN 

            Monique Elise Annaliese
           Mi piace il libro “Snow Bears”.                            Mi piace il libro “Hide and Seek”.  Mi piace il libro “Conta gli animali”.



PREP 2022 TRANSITION PROGRAM SESSION 2 - ITALIAN 

                            Joshua             Luca      Mia
Mi piace il libro “The Magic is in You”. Mi piace il libro “We Help Mommy”.     Mi piace il libro “Why I Love My Sister”.



REMOTE LEARNING PJP

      

What a week of learning and fun the Prep students have had this week!  In their Design and Technology unit PJP students are using our creativity and 
different materials to make things like swimming pools, houses and bridges. 

     Aiden B Mason C Sotiria A



REMOTE LEARNING PJP

In writing they are learning to write in their new dotted thirds books and are having a go at writing sentences independently.

Levi C

Charlotte H

Lucas B



REMOTE LEARNING PJP

Skylah P Macy D                     William D

In Maths, PJP spent their last week at home designing treasure maps and obstacle courses. In their Design and Technology unit they are using our 
creativity and different materials to make things like swimming pools, houses and bridges. 

Mis Psyhogios is so proud of you P JP and can't wait to see you all at school on Monday. YAY!



The students in 1SB had to design a chair that would hold a glue stick. This is part of our new science inquiry. All the children did a wonderful job 
designing and then adapting their chair to ensure it was strong enough.

REMOTE LEARNING 1SB

   Alessia  B               Amy M                    Jessica S                                 Samuel G



Year 2LS have been learning about fractions. They divided two-dimensional bread into halves, quarters and eighths in two different ways and 
three-dimensional fruit into ½’s, ¼’s and ⅛’s.
We chose a number and created a block design so that half of the blocks were blue, one quarter were red and one quarter were yellow.

REMOTE LEARNING 2LS

                    Liam B Mason S      Alyssa V



REMOTE LEARNING 2LS

           Harry W                                 Indi S                                     Maya B                                                                      Jack A



                          Adele                             Lucie

REMOTE LEARNING 3/4PB

Students in 3/4PB have learnt about equivalent fractions and used this knowledge to make their own fraction walls.

ImogenEmily



 Joshua

Here we can see the program the students were using to make their fraction  walls.

REMOTE LEARNING 3/4PB

 Marc

Lucie



REMOTE LEARNING 3/4PB

                             Alexia                          Layla                                                                          Zara                                                                       James   

The month of October is dedicated to the rosary and the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated on 7th October. Mary is also celebrated during 
the month of October, as well as May. The students in 3/4PB have been learning  about this and made their own rosary beads.



         Selena                          Alexia                            Zara 

Students in 3/4PB have  been learning about the sun , moon and earth . They made their own sundials and tested them outside to tell the time.

REMOTE LEARNING 3/4PB



REMOTE LEARNING 5/6DH

Mikey B Cooper F Harrison G

This week the Year 5/6 students looked at our St Thomas Vision Statement. We discussed what it means and what it is calling us to do. The students 
then created a symbol to represent our school vision.

                                                                                                                    St Thomas School Vision Statement 
"Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are inspired to make a positive difference to our world." 



REMOTE LEARNING 5/6DH

This week the Year 5/6 students looked at our St Thomas Vision Statement. We discussed what it means and what it is calling us to do. The students then 
created a symbol to represent our school vision.

  St Thomas School Vision Statement
"Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are inspired to make a positive difference to our world." 

                                          Willow H                                                                                              Amelia D                                                     Charlotte M



STUDENT AWARDS



                                 STUDENT AWARDS



 LOCAL KINDERGARTEN NEWS


