ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 33 18th November, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
Last Friday’s Socktober was a great success. The senior children did
a brilliant job of organising the activities throughout the day.
The second Prep Orientation session went really well. The children
were so excited and started the bonding process with their new classmates and teachers. Next week is their final orientation session and
they will get the opportunity to experience Bush School.
The year is rapidly coming to a close but there is so much to get
through before the end of the school year including Reconciliation,
Confirmation, Year 4 Fun Day, Year 6 Big Day Out and Graduation.

RECONCILIATION
Today, Thursday, 18th June, our Year 2 students will be making their Sacrament of Reconciliation during the day. We wish them all the best as they make
the first of three school based sacraments.

FIRST EUCHARIST
This weekend the students in 3/4SO will finally be celebrating their First
Eucharist. Their wait has been long and frustrating but I’m sure the wait will be
worth it. It will be a lovely celebration for them.

CONFIRMATION
Our Year 5 and 6 students will be making their Confirmation on Thursday,
2nd December and Friday, 3rd December. Density limits apply as parents are aware and
it is a requirement that the school sights proof of double vaccination of all people
attending over the age of 12 years.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

YEAR 4 FUN DAY
We have replaced this year’s Year 4 Sleepover with a Year 4 Fun Day. Today the Year 4 students
will have a Fun Day where they will participate in a variety of fun activities. Hopefully our school
camp program will resume next year.

YEAR SIX GRADUATION AND BIG DAY OUT
We will celebrate our Year 6 Graduation on Friday, 10th December during the day. The Year 6 Big
Day Out will follow on Monday, 13th December..

YEAR 6 GRADUATION GROUP PHOTO
Next Tuesday, 23rd November at 9.30am we have a photographer booked to take the Year 6
Graduation Group Photo. All students are to wear their summer uniform and Year 6 rugby top.

OPEN DAYS
We are inviting prospective families to visit the school over the next few weeks, especially families
with children wishing to enrol in 2023. We will be open for tours on Monday, 22nd November, Saturday, 27th November and Thursday, 2nd December. Please contact the office if you wish to attend.

PLEAE KEEP SICK CHILDREN AT HOME
A reminder to all parents to please keep their children at home if they are feeling
unwell or showing any signs of coughs and colds. Parents will be phoned to
collect their children if they present to first aid complaining of feeling unwell.

NO DOGS PERMITTED ON SCHOOL PROPERTY OR CAR PARKS
A reminder to all families that dogs are not permitted on the school
property or in the school carparks. Service dogs are exempt from this
ruling.

DONATIONS OF BROWN UNIFORMS
Any families wishing to donate items of our previous brown school uniforms
for the recycling project are asked to please do so by next Friday,
26th November. Uniform donations can be dropped off at the school office to be
collected by the activity co-ordinators.
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SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL - EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
At the request of Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) board, our governing body, St Thomas the
Apostle is establishing a School Advisory Council to support the Principal, Parish Priest and leadership team of
the school in 2022
While no particular expertise is required, the school seeks a range of diverse skills sets to best advise the principal, united by a desire to provide the best possible education for our students.
A balanced membership with parent voice on the School Advisory Council is well placed to advise the principal
about important matters particularly related to the school’s mission and the students’ success.
The needs of the council will be given priority in terms of ensuring a balance of gender, cultural diversity and
skill sets.
Therefore we are calling on you to express your interest in being part of the School Advisory Council. If you
are a member of the parish or have children in the school, and wish to be part of this exciting development in
our school, we would welcome your application in writing to David Delaney by 19th November 2021.
principal@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 4
School Fees of $610.00 were due on Friday, 15th October, and are now
overdue.
Please note Year 4 Camp fees was credited to accounts and will come off
next year’s school fees. Any queries please contact:
cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel
free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions
with myself will in a confidential manner.

David Delaney
Principal
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DIARY DATES FOR 2021
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

18th First Reconciliation - Year 2
Year 4 Fun Day
20th First Eucharist 3/4SO - 6.00pm
21st First Eucharist 3/4SO - 10.30pm
22nd Open Day - 2023 Preps
SCA AGM 7.00pm
23rd Year 6 Graduation Group Photo 9.30am
SAC AGM (formerly PEB) 7.30pm
24th Prep 2002 - Orientation Day 3
9.15am -10.45am
7th
2
Open Day - 2023 Preps
29th Advent Liturgy Week 1

2nd
3rd
6th
7th
10th
14th

Open Days - Preps 2023
Confirmation 5.30pm
Confirmation 5.30pm
Confirmation 7.00pm
Advent Liturgy - Week 2
SCA Meeting 7.00pm
Year 6 Graduation (time TBC)
End of Year Mass 10.00am

TERM DATES 2022

Term 1 - 28th January - 8th April
(31st January - Students return)
Easter - 15th April - 18th April
Term 2 - 26th April - 24th June
Term 3 - 11th July - 16th September
Term 4 - 3rd October - 20th December

PARISH NEWS
We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Voluntary Levy this
year. Parish Voluntary Levies were due by 31st May. Invoices were sent home earlier in the term.
It would be appreciated if the Levy could be paid as soon as possible. Without continual financial
support undertaking Parish projects will become harder.
If you prefer an option of paying monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish Office so that
this may be organised for you.
If your circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties in paying, please make an appointment with Fr Steven
to discuss.
Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cash or cheque.
For those families who wish to pay via Direct Debit, the following
account should be used:
St Thomas Parish BSB 083 347 A/C 673794896
Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment
is correctly allocated to your family.
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PREP 2022 ORIENTATION
We held our second Prep Orientation
session yesterday. The class groups looked
very colourful in their new t-shirts and the
children were very happy and chatty as
they got to know their teacher and classmates for 2022. They paraded down to the
school foyer to meet their parents and
show off the beautiful crowns they created. Next Wednesday will be their final
orientation session before they commence
Prep in January 2022.
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SOCKTOBER FUNDRAISER
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SOCKTOBER 2022
I loved Socktober because we were making the Year 1
students happy and excited to play our games, but they
weren’t the only ones happy and excited, all the Year 5/6
students were too! We have been working on Socktober
for about 6 weeks! It was even better than I expected. We
were able to raise money for kids in Thailand who need
our help.
Personally I’m the type of person who likes to work in
groups and work with people around me. That’s why I
loved Socktober because we could work together and help
each other, and we would listen to each other if someone
wanted to change something. Each person in the group
had a role/job. For instance, my job was to demonstrate
what to do. I think that made it 10 times better.
Ava G (5/6TB)

The Year 5/6 students have been preparing for Socktober
since the beginning of Term 4. We participated in Socktober
to raise money for kids in Thailand that don’t have the privileges like we do such as school supplies and fresh food. Why
soccer balls? Well when Pope Francis was a little boy, he
played soccer but not on a soccer pitch. He played out on the
streets, with a couple of his friends. He made a soccer ball out
of string, clothes and rags as a way to keep himself fit.
I was in a group with myself, Michael B, Saran and Jordan.
We raised money by creating a game that included knocking
down cones, and if you were successful you got a raffle ticket
to enter for a prize which was a soccer ball. My highlight was
seeing the grade one’s faces when they received a raffle ticket. Socktober links to Confirmation and Mission month. We
did Socktober instead of the Mission Day stalls due to
COVID. Everything we have been learning about with
Confirmation relates to mission month and Socktober.
Ciara J (5/6TB)

I believe that SOCKTOBER was one of the best events that
happened at school this year. I found it quite interesting and I did
realise what we could learn during the event. It was fun being
able to make activities for the Year Ones. I also enjoyed making
the soccer balls which were hard to make but it did end up
working.
I just wish that we could do that event again but we may not be
able to. What I also really liked was that we got to socialise with
other people and groups and we got to practice more on being a
team and working together to make this happen. I’m also glad
that everyone got a turn at shooting a goal which was quite
important because we really didn’t want anyone to miss out.
Noah T (5/6TB)
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SOCKTOBER 2022
I was in a team with Ava, Aurelia and Milana and we were a really good team. At first it was a bit
crazy but I was really proud of what we had done. Every group made a poster and our own sock balls.
I had so much fun with my team, and the Year Ones looked like they had a blast. My highlight was
easily seeing the Year Ones so excited. Our group created an obstacle course and I think we did really well, and it made me happy to see Alessia in Year One, win the soccer ball .
Socktober is about raising money for children in Thailand and other poor countries around the world.
I really liked everyone's super cool ideas for Socktober, and I really enjoyed doing this activity.
Clara A (5/6TB)

NEWS FROM ‘FROZEN’
This is a story about my ‘Frozen’ experience!!!
At the start of this experience I was lucky enough to go to Sydney to rehearse for one month!! It was
amazing!
Then I came back to Melbourne and unfortunately we had to go into a
lockdown. We thought it was going to be a short lockdown but then here
we are 3 months later. I don’t attend school anymore this year but instead I am tutored at ‘Frozen’ with my amazing tutor Mary! I will usually be at the theatre everyday doing shows or standbys. This is just in
case something happens to the other girl that’s going on and if something
happens, I will have to fill in! It is the most amazing feeling to be back
on stage doing what I love with the people I love.
Attending rehearsals was so amazing because I got to learn from professionals. I learnt so much from all of the other actors and I feel so incredibly grateful. In rehearsals we had three different people helping us learn
everything:
1- Resident Director who teaches us all of the acting.
2– Musical Director who teaches us all of the singing.
3– Choreographer who teaches us where to go and what to do physically.
Being part of a performance is incredibly nerve racking, there are so many things going through your
head and there are so many things you need to remember… like all of the things you have to change
and improve on from last time, also remembering your lines, singing the right note, connecting with
your partner and a whole bunch of other things!
I hope you enjoyed reading about my ‘Frozen’ experience and I look forward to seeing all my classmates next year.
Charlize C (5/6AP)
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

ST VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL
As we are nearing Christmas, the St. Vincent de Paul Society
have again asked us to assist them in providing donations
of Christmas food items for people in our local area who are
in financial hardship and may not be able to celebrate Christmas like we do.
The St.Vincent de Paul representatives have been amazed at
the generosity of the families at St.Thomas each year and
said we are one their most supportive schools in regards to
the amount of food and toy donations we give every year.
This year each student is asked to bring the one item that is
attached to a letter being sent home to families.
We understand that it has been a hard year for many families so your contribution to this charity will be
very much appreciated.
We will also continue to do the Christmas toy appeal with
tickets on the Christmas tree so if you can take
a ticket and buy a toy for a disadvantaged family that
would also be greatly appreciated.
Thank you again for your continued support.
Minnie Vinnies

SCA FUNDRAISER

From dining and shopping to activities and
travel – get more out of what you love, while
fundraising for our school.
There are many deals with 50% off and 2 for 1
throughout Melbourne and surrounds as well
as at some of our favorite travel destinations.
20% of every membership purchased goes towards SCA fundraising for St Thomas The
Apostle.
Over the next few weeks, the SCA will attach
some of the amazing deals, so you can get a
glimpse of what’s included in the digital book.
**It’s easy to join. Order your membership
online via this link
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