ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 34 1st December, 2021

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
This is the second last newsletter for the year and what a year it has been, more about that next week. It has
been a glorious week weather wise as we now venture into summer. The children have been spending a fair
amount of time outside as we increase their exposure to fresh air.

COVID -19 UPDATE
As you have been made aware, there have been some positive cases of COVID-19 at our school
recently. The children who have been isolating, by all accounts have minor symptoms and most are
now able to return to school, which is a great thing. Please monitor your children’s health and if any
symptoms occur please get them tested. Please do not send children to school with sore throats,
coughs or runny noses as you will be called to collect them.

FIRST EUCHARIST - 3/4SO
Last weekend the students in 3/4SO were finally able to celebrate their First Eucharist. They have
been very patient and resilient with the change of dates but it was worth it. The ceremony was a
beautiful and reverent celebration. We thank Mrs Sholly and Mrs Dwyer for preparing our students
for this wonderful celebration. We extend congratulations to the following students from 3/4SO:
Chelsea C, Evelyn C, Amelia J, Hamish O’H, Isaac R,
Amelia A, Leila A, Riley E, Andrew F, Boston G, Dane K, Tayla M & Harper S.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

CONFIRMATION
On Thursday and Friday night our students in Years 5 and 6 will receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation. This has been a long time coming as the original
August date had to be postponed. Fr Steven will be celebrating the liturgy in
the church. Congratulations to all the children for making this commitment to
their faith.

YEAR 6 GRADUATION
Next Friday,10th December our Year 6 students will be graduating from
St Thomas the Apostle School. The ceremony will be in the church commencing at 12.00pm (midday). This will be followed by a sit down luncheon and a
disco.
The following Monday, 13th December, they have their “Big Day Out” where
they go to the LaTrobe University Sports facility for the day.

END OF YEAR ARRANGEMENTS
The end of the 2021 school year will conclude for students at 1.00pm on Tuesday, 14 th December.
School will resume for teachers on Friday, 28th January and students from Monday, 31st January.

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 4
School Fees of $610.00 are now overdue. Families are asked to finalise their
accounts by the end of school term, Tuesday, 14th December. Families with
outstanding accounts were contacted last week by Carly.
Year 6 students will not take possession of their iPads unless their school fees
are pad in full by the end of the school term.
Please note Year 4 Camp fees was credited to accounts and will come off next year’s school fees. Any
queries please contact:
cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel free to contact me on
9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions with myself will in a confidential manner.

David Delaney
Principal
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

DIARY DATES
DECEMBER 2021

JANUARY 2022

2nd

28th Staff return
31st Prep students commence
Year 1 to Year 6 Testing Day 1

3rd
6th
7th
9th
10th
14th

Open Days - Preps 2023
Confirmation 5.30pm
Confirmation 5.30pm
Confirmation 7.00pm
Advent Liturgy - Week 2
Meet Your 2022 Teacher & Class
1.00pm - outside
SCA Meeting 7.00pm
Casual clothes Christmas theme
Year 6 Graduation 12.00pm
End of Year Mass 10.00am
Meet Your 2022 Teacher & Class
10.15am - outside
End of Term 4.
Students finish at 1.00pm

FEBRUARY
1st
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
24th

Year 1 to Year 6 Testing Day 2
Year 1 to 6 commence classes
Prep Testing Day 1 of 3
Prep Testing Day 2 of 3
Prep Testing Day 3 of 3
Meet the Teacher Chats
School photos

MARCH
1st School Closure - staff PD
2nd Ash Wednesday

TERM DATES 2022
Term 1 - 28th January - 8th April
(31st January - Students return)
Easter - 15th April - 18th April
Term 2 - 26th April - 24th June
Term 3 - 11th July - 16th September
Term 4 - 3rd October - 20th December

PARISH NEWS
We would like to thank all the families who have paid their $150.00 Parish Voluntary Levy this
year. Parish Voluntary Levies were due by 31st May. Invoices were sent home earlier in the term.
It would be appreciated if the Levy could be paid as soon as possible. Without continual financial
support undertaking Parish projects will become harder.
If you prefer an option of paying monthly or quarterly, please contact the Parish Office so that
this may be organised for you.
If your circumstances have changed and you are having difficulties in paying, please make an appointment with Fr Steven
to discuss.
Payment can be made at the Parish Office via cash or cheque.
For those families who wish to pay via Direct Debit, the following
account should be used:
St Thomas Parish BSB 083 347 A/C 673794896
Please include your surname and eldest child’s name to ensure payment
is correctly allocated to your family.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

MATHS EXTENSION
This year in 3/4 Maths Extension classes, students participated in the Maths Games Competition.
The Maths Games Competition develops problem solving skills through a series of Mathematical
puzzles or problems. All students received a certificate for participating. Five students received a
maths key chain for finishing in the top five students for the school.
The results were:

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

-

Boston G
Jasmine H
Annie T
Liam S
Rye H

This year the school has been participating in the Australian Problem Solving Mathematical
Olypiads. Schools from across Australia and New Zealand compete every year. St Thomas the
Apostle finished in the top 25% of all schools that competed in 2021. The Maths Olympiad
Competition focuses on the students' ability to solve mathematical problems in a creative manner as opposed to simply reaching a solution. All students receive a certificate for participating in the
competition as part of Maths Extension classes. The winner receives a trophy. If you finish in the
top 10% you receive a badge and if you finish in the top 25 % you receive a felt patch. The results
were:

Winner- Eric B
Top 10% - Connor C , Hirusha F,
Jared M & Ciara J

Top 25% - Liam V , Indiana H,
Daniel V, Jayden C,
Luca F, Marcus B,
Sophia V, Aarav L

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

MATHS EXTENSION

Year 5/6

Year 3/4
Congratulations to all our students who participated in the Maths Games Competition. All
students need to be congratulated on their wonderful effort.

ST VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL
It is wonderful to see the over following food hampers and
wrapped gifts suddenly appearing in the office foyer under the
Christmas tree.
There is still time for families to send in their food donations.
Each student was asked to bring one specific item of food. We
understand that it has been a hard year for many families so
your contribution to this charity will be very much appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mini Vinnies
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This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

PREP 2022 ORIENTATION
Last week our 2022 Prep students sampled a Bush School session with Mrs Kalnis. The children
thoroughly enjoyed their last orientation session. We are looking forward to welcoming them all
officially to St Thomas the Apostle School next year.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

YEAR 2 RECONCILIATION
Last week the Year 2 students celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation. It was a special celebration that took place with Fr Dixon, Fr Tao
and Fr Steven in the Church. This was followed by a reflection activity
back in their classroom and then the children celebrated with a some
party treats.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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BUSH SCHOOL

Donations Wanted
With the expansion of our ‘Bush School’ program in 2022, we are looking for more resources
to support the program. We are also looking to be sustainable (by reusing and recycling).
Therefore we would appreciate your donations of any of the following items:



Binoculars



Tape measures/Measuring tapes



Australian animal soft toys or puppets



Kitchen scales



Australian animal books



Doctor or nurse kits



Bug, insect and snake toys or books



Jugs



Small pots, pans and colanders



Measuring cups and spoons



Small bowls, plates and cups



Mortar and pestles



Muffin and cake tins



Kitchen utensils



Wooden or woven baskets



Plastic crates

Please no breakable or glass or ceramic items.
Please ensure all donated items are of good condition.
Please drop all donated items at the school office ℅ Mrs Kalnis.
Thanks so much for your support.
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SCA FUNDRAISER

From dining and shopping to activities and
travel – get more out of what you love, while
fundraising for our school.
There are many deals with 50% off and 2 for 1
throughout Melbourne and surrounds as well
as at some of our favorite travel destinations.
20% of every membership purchased goes towards SCA fundraising for St Thomas The
Apostle.
Over the next few weeks, the SCA will attach
some of the amazing deals, so you can get a
glimpse of what’s included in the digital book.
**It’s easy to join. Order your membership
online via this link

SCA MEGA CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
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