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Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
This is the last school newsletter for 2021. What a year it has been. Our periods of remote learning
surely stretched the resources, resilience and professionalism of the school community. The parents,
children and staff all had to re-adapt again to a way of working, living and engaging remotely in a
purposeful way. It wasn’t easy but we worked our way through it and have come out the other side
with a new outlook on life.
The children have been brilliant on their returns to school and have developed a sense of belonging to
their class and their friends that they may not have appreciated prior to lockdown. The staff are
much happier having the children at school and we as a school have been amazed at the amount of
progress the majority of the children have made over the course of this year. We have gained many
insights through this experience which will be utilised in future planning.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
As stated already, this year has been very challenging. I’d first and foremost like to thank our
wonderful students for all that they give to the school. During the remote learning period the school
was quiet and lacked vitality that the children bring so it was great to see their enthusiasm when
they returned.
Our staff throughout this year have been nothing less than sensational. The way they adapted their
programs, engaged with the children both at school and remotely and continued to give 100% at all
times was purely inspiring. You could not have had a more dedicated group of people looking after
your children.
Our parents have been so supportive during the year and the feedback you gave to staff at times
really lifted their spirits. Juggling remote learning, work and having to be locked down was difficult
but at all times you supported what we were doing and we can’t thank you enough.
Our school Leadership Team, Peter, Tess, Libby, Andrew and Mary have supported me brilliantly
throughout the year and I am very grateful for all that they have contributed. The office
administration staff of Carly, Francine, Jessica and Sheila have once again worked tirelessly all year
and bring a smile to your face.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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STAFF NEWS
We sadly farewell the following staff at the end of this year. Mrs Sheila Rubira has retired and left us
and is currently holidaying back home in Ireland. Sheila was a devoted member of our administration staff for many, many years and was a brilliant Bursar and office administrator. We wish her all
the best in her retirement.
Miss Alyshia Gigliotti won’t be returning next year. Alyshia is a vibrant and dedicated teacher and
we wish her all the best in the future.
A special thank you to Mrs Julie Constable who has been a wonderful asset to St Thomas’ this year
teaching both on site and during remote learning. We wish her all the best in the future.
We would like to extend a big welcome to Miss Aisling McGinn who will be teaching Year 2 at
St Thomas in 2022. Aisling is looking forward to joining the staff and students at St Thomas next
year.

CONFIRMATION 2021
Last week we finally celebrated the Sacrament
of Confirmation with our Year 5 and Year 6
students. Fr Steven Rigo celebrated in place of
Bishop Terry and the sacraments were beautiful and
reverent.
We have now by hook or by crook managed to
complete our full sacramental program for the 2021
school year. Congratulations to all involved especially
the Year 5/6 teachers and Mrs Tess Dwyer for preparing the students to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation.

YEAR 6 GRADUATION
On Friday, 10th December, our Year 6 students will be graduating from
St Thomas the Apostle School. The graduation ceremony will be held in the
church commencing at 12.00pm (midday). Double vaccinated parents only are
permitted to attend,. This will be followed by a sit down luncheon and a disco
for the students and teachers.
Next Monday, 13th December, the Year 6 students will celebrate the end of
their schooling at St Thomas the Apostle with the traditional “Big Day Out”.
The Year 6 students will start the day with a McDonalds breakfast funded by
the SCA and then board the bus and head to Latrobe University Sports
Facility for a day of fun activities.
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THE DAVID MCKENZIE AWARD
On Monday we welcomed our local member, Vicki Ward, to St Thomas the Apostle to surprise one of
our students with a special award. The David McKenzie Award recognises kindness in local
students; students who show leadership in looking out for others. Sophia Valsamis was unaware she
had been nominated to receive the David McKenzie Award. Her parents were invited to witness
Sophia’s surprise and medal presentation.
Sophia is not only an exemplary student, she is an even better classmate. She always is making her
peers feel accepted and involved, and has a positive and happy attitude as a student. She is always
fair, just and empathetic in how she acts each day.
Sophia as a leader has seen her display initiative and pride in her role as Sports Captain, and the
school has been lucky to have her involved. She is a role model who gets the best out of herself, and
has many positive and friendly relationships with staff and students in the community.
Congratulations and well done Sophia!
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SCA DRESS UP DAY AND SPORT DAY
Tomorrow the SCA are drawing their monster Christmas raffle and hosting a casual dress day with
a Christmas theme. A gold coin donation is required. There are three raffle prizes per class.
Tomorrow we will also be holding our annual Sports Carnival. The Carnival this year will be held in
year levels. This will be done throughout the day and the children are required to bring their house
colour t-shirt in their bag to wear during their time on the oval. Unfortunately due to COVID
parents will not be allowed to attend this event. The teachers will post photos throughout the day on
Class Dojo.

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan to please finalise
your accounts by the end of school term, Tuesday, 14th December. Families
with outstanding accounts were contacted last week by Carly.
Year 6 students will not take possession of their iPads unless their school
fees are paid in full by the end of the school term.
Please note Year 4 Camp fees were credited to accounts and will come off
next year’s school fees. Any queries please contact:
cwalsh@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
If any families are experiencing financial difficulties at this time please feel
free to contact me on 9434 4565 to discuss your situation. All discussions
with myself will in a confidential manner.

Thank you to the entire St Thomas the Apostle school community for their
dedication and hard work this year.
Merry Christmas everyone and have a great break.
See most of you next year.

David Delaney
Principal
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DIARY DATES
DECEMBER 2021
9th
10th

14th

Casual clothes Christmas theme
Gold coin donation & raffle.
Year 6 Graduation Liturgy,
Lunch & Disco from 12.00pm Students & Teachers only
School Reports sent home via
Compass App.
End of Year Mass 10.00am
Meet Your 2022 Teacher & Class
10.15am - outside
End of Term 4.
Students finish at 1.00pm

JANUARY 2022
28th Staff return
31st Prep students commence
Year 1 to Year 6 Testing Day 1
FEBRUARY 2022
1st
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
24th

Year 1 to Year 6 Testing Day 2
Year 1 to 6 commence classes
Prep Testing Day 1 of 3
Prep Testing Day 2 of 3
Prep Testing Day 3 of 3
Meet the Teacher Chats
School photos
MARCH 2022

1st
2nd
14th
17th
24th

School Closure - staff PD
Ash Wednesday
Labour Day Public Holiday
St Patrick’s Day
Prep Teddy Bear’s Picnic
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2022 SCHOOL LEADERS
SCHOOL CAPTAINS

Erik B

Ciara J

ASHE HOUSE

Rhys C

Milana L

FINN HOUSE

Michael B

Alex W

VICE CAPTAINS

Max M

Ruby R

BROADBENT HOUSE

Willow H

Jacob K

KEIRCE HOUSE

Jayden C

Billy G
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R.E. CAPTAINS

Clara A

Coco B

Ava G

Eloise B

Alyssa V
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BOOK WEEK PARADE WINNERS
At last week’s assembly students were presented
with certificates and prizes for the best dressed
costume for Book Week which took place in
Term 3.
It was so lovely to see all the students make an
effort to dress up as their favourite book character
and design creative costumes.
Thanks to everyone for participating and making
Book Week Dress Up Day lots of fun.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS VISITOR

We had a special visitor to the school
last Friday. Thank you to Father
Christmas for finding time to stop by
our school and visit the junior students.
He sat in the lovely sunshine chatting
with the children and answering all
their questions.
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MINI VINNIES AWARDS
Congratulations to our wonderful students who make up our Mini Vinnies here at St Thomas. They
are a dedicated group of children who regularly meet with Mrs Sholly and Mrs Oliver. The below
photo was taken recently when the Mini Vinnies were presented with their certificates.

ST VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The St Vincent De Paul representatives were delighted to see the over following food hampers and
wrapped gifts under the Christmas tree in the office foyer.
We understand that it has been a hard year for many
families so your contributions to this charity are greatly
appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support.
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BUSH SCHOOL

Donations Wanted
With the expansion of our ‘Bush School’ program in 2022, we are looking for more resources
to support the program. We are also looking to be sustainable (by reusing and recycling).
Therefore we would appreciate your donations of any of the following items:



Binoculars



Tape measures/Measuring tapes



Australian animal soft toys or puppets



Kitchen scales



Australian animal books



Doctor or nurse kits



Bug, insect and snake toys or books



Jugs



Small pots, pans and colanders



Measuring cups and spoons



Small bowls, plates and cups



Mortar and pestles



Muffin and cake tins



Kitchen utensils



Wooden or woven baskets



Plastic crates

Please no breakable or glass or ceramic items.
Please ensure all donated items are of good condition.
Please drop all donated items at the school office ℅ Mrs Kalnis.
Thanks so much for your support.
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SCA FUNDRAISER

From dining and shopping to activities and
travel – get more out of what you love, while
fundraising for our school.
There are many deals with 50% off and 2 for 1
throughout Melbourne and surrounds as well
as at some of our favorite travel destinations.
20% of every membership purchased goes towards SCA fundraising for St Thomas The
Apostle.
Over the next few weeks, the SCA will attach
some of the amazing deals, so you can get a
glimpse of what’s included in the digital book.
**It’s easy to join. Order your membership
online via this link

SCA MEGA CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
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