ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 01 3rd February. 2022

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
Welcome back to what I expect to be a great school year. A very warm welcome to the many new
families who have joined our school community this year. I hope that you feel very comfortable in
your choice of St Thomas’ as the right school for your children. It is our expectation that over the
course of this year we can have many social gatherings and really build on our school community.
This year the newsletter will go out fortnightly with the alternate week being an assembly which we
will live stream. Compass is the format for any important messages to families and your class teacher will use Class Dojo to further involve you in your child’s learning.

MANAGING CHANGE
As with any change, a new year brings its challenges - settling in to new routines, knowing what to
expect and forming new relationships. This takes time, as adults it is important that we
acknowledge these challenges and support students to use appropriate strategies to manage change.
Here are some examples of strategies that parents can use at home: 
Ensure children have plenty of sleep - a day at school is both
mentally and physically exhausting so enough sleep is essential.

Display a class timetable showing sports days, library days and
other important events so that children can be prepared by
wearing the correct uniform and ensuring they have all the
equipment needed for the day.

Teach children to pack their own bag - then they know they
have everything they need and can find their things independently at school.

Talk about the great things that have happened at school each
day - focus on the positive

Make healthy lunches together - this helps children feel like
they helped make decisions and they are more likely to eat it if
they have made it themselves.

Ensure all screens are kept out of bedrooms and turned off at
least one hour prior to your child’s bedtime. Research supports
this - staring at a phone, computer, or TV screen can interfere
with sleep as the light they give off light that reduces the secretion of melatonin, the hormone that regulates wakefulness.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

COVID UPDATE
This is my first day back at school as I had Covid and had to isolate like many thousands of other
Victorians. The school will send out daily updates over the next four weeks if we are notified of positive cases in the school. Class levels will be specified not individuals.
All classrooms have new purifiers and mask wearing from Year 3 – 6 is compulsory. Face masks are
strongly recommended in the junior grades. Daily cleaning and hand sanitisers are used when entering the classrooms. The more children who are vaccinated the lesser the spread of Covid will occur
through the school. You all now have your Rapid Antigen Tests and the government have told families that all children need to do two RAT’s per week and record a negative result to attend school. We
ask that St Thomas families complete these tests on Monday and Wednesday mornings.

2022 SCHOOL FEES
Invoices for school fees will be sent home to families within the next week. Included with the
invoices will be information regarding fee structures and payment plans.

2022 SCHOOL CALENDAR
Families are reminded to please check the school calendar dates regularly as dates may change or
details altered from time to time. Diary dates for Term 1 is included in this newsletter.

SCHOOL CAR PARK
Also inluded in this week’s newsletter is information regarding accessing and parking in the school
carpark. Families new and current are encouraged to read and familiarise themselves with our carpark rules.

David Delaney
Principal
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2022 DIARY DATES
FEBRUARY

MARCH (CONT)

9th
Prep Testing Day 2 of 3
th
11 Year 1/2 Swimming (1of7)
Swimming trials 9.30am
15th General Faith Night 7.00pm via zoom
16th Prep Testing Day 3 of 3
17th School Open Day 9.00am - 11.00am
18th Year 1/2 Swimming (2 of 7)
19th School Open Day 3.30pm – 5.30pm
Welcome to St Thomas’ Mass &
Sausage Sizzle 6.00pm
22nd School Open Day 9.00am-11.00am
23rd Meet the Teacher Chats
24th School photos
25th Year 1/2 Swimming (3 of 7)
28th SAC Meeting (School Advisory Council)

10th School Open Day 9.00am-11.00am
11th Year 1/2 Swimming (5 of 7)

MARCH
1st
2nd
4th
5th
8th

School Closure - Staff PD
Ash Wednesday
School Open Day 12.00pm - 2.00pm
Year1/2 Swimming (4 of 7)
School Open Day 10.00am - 12.00pm
School Open Day 9.00am-11.00am

14th Labour Day Public Holiday
15th Eucharist Faith Night 5.30pm
Eucharist Faith Night 7.00pm
16th
17th
18th
24th
25th
26th
27th
30th

School Open Day 12.00pm-2.00pm
St Patrick’s Day
Year 1/2 Swimming (6 of 7)
Prep Teddy Bear’s Picnic - Prep
students and families
Year 1/2 Swimming (7 of 7)
First Eucharist 6.00pm (1 of 4)
First Eucharist 10.30am (2 of 4)
Showcase of Term 1 Learning
commencing at 2.45pm

APRIL
2nd
3rd
5th
8th

First Eucharist 6.00pm (3 of 4)
First Eucharist 10.30am (4 of 4)
SAC
End of Term. Students finish at
1.00pm

ST VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL THANK YOU!
We recently received the following thank you from St Vinnies;
I write on behalf of the Greensborough Conference of St. Vincent De Paul Society, to thank the St. Thomas
the Apostle School Community most sincerely for providing us with 15 Christmas themed food hampers
last month and a wide variety of toys, which we delivered to local families a few days before Christmas.
In particular we acknowledge and appreciate the following:

Principal, David Delaney for allowing St. Thomas’ school to once again be involved in this annual
activity, despite the interrupted year of 2021

Robyn Sholly for her superb co-ordination of the Hampers and toys with enthusiasm and dedication. As usual the Hampers were beautifully wrapped, presented and ready to go.

The families who contributed food items and toys so willingly and generously despite the demands on
their time and finances. This year the toys provided exceeded all expectations, so we were especially
grateful.
We can assure all of you that the families we distributed the hampers to were thrilled to receive this special
gift and to know that they are thought of and cared for by others in their own community. Your kindness
has touched the lives of many, including the members of our Conference!
Wishing your school community all the very best for the year ahead.
Maureen Lonsdale,
President: Greensborough Conference – St Vincent De Paul Society
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RELIGIOUS DIMENSION 2022
Welcome to 2022! I hope that this year is a year of renewal for our St Thomas’ Community. There
are certainly many opportunities across the school to engage in the Religious and Community
Dimensions of our school life.
Firstly, the General Faith Night, which is aimed at building on our understanding of living sacramentally
and how our faith is important to our everyday life. Each year the Faith Development Team will aim to
provide a new experience for parents and invite a new speaker to facilitate the sessions. This year the
General Faith Night presenters will be Fr Steven Rigo, Fr Martin Tanti and Jacinta Bright. The evening
promises to be engaging and a great way to begin the Sacramental program for 2022. As the General Faith
Night is aimed at adult faith development, we ask that you attend the evening without your child (however
if you are unable to arrange this, children may attend).
The General Faith Night will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, 15th February at 7pm. All families of students
in Years 2 and 3 as well as families across the school with students who will be receiving the sacraments of
Reconciliation or First Holy Communion during 2022 are asked to attend.
Secondly, Blessing Masses are also allocated for all students who are preparing to receive a Sacrament. This
initiative is an opportunity for students and families to share in an Eucharistic celebration as they begin their
preparation to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation or Eucharist. Students will be presented to the Parish
so that they too can accompany the students on their Sacramental journey and support them in prayer.
Families are asked to attend one of the Parish Masses on the weekend of 12/13 February.
Attendance at the General Faith Night and Blessing Masses are an expectation of the Sacramental
Program. Should you be unable to attend, we ask that you inform your child’s class teacher in writing. Please
find below the dates allocated for our sacramental program for 2022.

Sacramental Event

Date

Who this involves

Blessing Masses

Weekend of 12/13 February

All sacramental families

General Faith Night

Tuesday 15 February

All sacramental families

Eucharist Faith Night

Tuesday 12 March

Year 3 families

Eucharist Commitment Masses

Weekend of 5/6 March

Year 3 families

First Eucharist Celebrations

Saturday 26 March at 6.00pm and Sunday 27 March at
10.30am - 3/4CB (Mrs Carty and Mrs Basile) and 3/4SB (Ms
Sholly and Mrs Basile)
Saturday 2 April at 6.00pm and Sunday 3 April at 10.30am 3/4JM (Miss Micallef) and 3/4PB (Ms Papworth and Ms Bevan)

Reconciliation Faith Night

Wednesday 12 October

Year 2 families

Reconciliation Commitment

Weekend of 15/16 October

Year 2 families

Reconciliation Services

Tuesday 16 November

Year 2 families

Weekend Masses at St Thomas the Apostle Parish are as follows:
Saturday at 6pm
Sunday at 10.30am
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Next, the following information is related to the Sacrament of First Eucharist (Holy Communion).
Students will be preparing for this sacrament in class and therefore will be receiving the sacrament
with their classmates.
In 2022 we have decided to continue to allow parents to have some choice in which time suits them
best (either the Saturday evening or the Sunday morning) on the class’ designated weekend. Bookings will be available on School Interviews and will open for parents to choose their child’s First
Eucharist time on Friday 4th February 2022 at 5pm.

Here is the link to book your preferred time https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/3emug
1.

Click on the link above

2.

Enter your details and your child’s details

3.

Select your child’s class

4.

Choose your preferred time

Finally, we look forward to welcoming our new Prep and Year 6 student leaders’ and their families at the Parish Mass and BBQ to be held on Saturday 19 February at 6pm in the Church. The
purpose of this Mass is to celebrate our new partnership and to welcome all of our Prep students and
families to St Thomas the Apostle. The students are preparing a special surprise to share with their
families at this Mass so we hope that all families can attend.
A tradition we have at St Thomas is that all Prep families take some time to write a letter to their
child beginning school this year. In this letter we ask that you express the hopes and dreams that you
have for them as they embark on their Primary School journey. These letters can be handed to the
Prep teachers prior to the Mass or on arrival for the beginning of the Welcome Mass. The presiding
priest will give them a special blessing on the night. The idea behind these letters is that they will
then be handed back to your children at their Year 6 graduation in 2028.
If your family has joined St Thomas’ the Apostle School in other Year Levels, we also encourage you to
write a letter and forward it directly to me for presentation at your child’s graduation - we would like
all students to receive a letter regardless of when they started at St Thomas’.
We also invite our 2o22 Year 6 student leaders and their families to attend this Mass, because part
of this celebration includes a blessing of the student badges and commissioning of student leaders.
A BBQ dinner will be provided afterwards outside the Church which allows for an opportunity to socialise and get to know each other. Sausages in bread, water and juice boxes will be provided.
Looking forward to a great year working together in partnership with you
God bless
Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal - Learning, Teaching and Religious Education
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WEBINAR—RAISING KIDS IN A DIGITAL WORLD
Welcome back to another fantastic year ahead. We are lucky enough to have Marty and Carley
McGauran back to talk about CyberSafety and helping navigate kids through the ever-growing digital world we live in. This will be done remotely this year, but still offer all the wonderful insight and
opportunity for discussion as always.
Raising Kids in a Digital World 2022
Date: Tuesday 8 February
Time: 7.30pm (90min)
Link to Register: www.bit.ly/8feb2022
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LEARNING DIVERSITY & STUDENT WELLBEING NEWS
STUDENT ANXIETY
As we all know, every teacher and every student at our school that has spent the past two years
working in pandemic conditions, lockdowns and remote learning has demonstrated incredible
resilience, agility and
dedication to learning. At St Thomas’, we are very grateful for your efforts
and those of your children. This said, we hope to never go back into remote learning.
As we approach the third year of the pandemic, it’s crucial that teachers, parents and especially
students have the opportunity to reset for the school year ahead.
This is not the time to rush in with an urgent effort aimed at ‘catching up’ on what has been missed
or left out. It is a time to invest in wellbeing outcomes, because, as we know, academic outcomes
won’t flow unless students are ready to learn - happy kids learn.
For us then, over the next few weeks, we will focus on establishing the rhythms and routines of
school life. This might include creating proactive strategies with students to help increase their
focus and stamina for learning after the summer break. Creating classrooms with a sense of order,
kindness, calmness and an emphasis on relationships so that we are able to work effectively with
every student that comes into the classroom.
We fully understand that some students will be nervous or anxious about ‘making mistakes’ or
joining a new school or classroom of children or just being somewhere other than home. To this end,
if you are aware of any anxiousness with your child/ren please let the classroom teacher know via
class dojo or by email. Similarly, if we have any concerns, particularly around anxiety, we will be
contacting you. If you’d like to chat further about this or any matters pertaining to student
wellbeing, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.

Peter Sist
Deputy Principal
Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing Leader
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School Signage—2022
Dear Parents/Carer’s,
As a caring community, we have clear expectations as to how we expect all users of our parish/school community use our
shared grounds and spaces. On a typical school day, it is common for us to have almost 300 cars travel in and out of our
grounds within a 15 min. period at pick-up time! It is therefore important to have in place consistently SAFE procedures to
successfully cater for student drop-off, pick-up and general parking.
It is also important that ALL members of our community respect and abide by these procedures, as well as demonstrate
great patience, care and common-sense when involved in such activities. Remember the lessons you are teaching your
children!
Some specific points worth emphasising:


Please maintain a safe speed limit AT ALL TIMES, at or below 15 km/h



Do NOT drive up the church entry, using the round-a-bout as a drop-off/pick-up point. Between the hours of 8.159am and 3.15-4.45pm all traffic must turn right immediately after entering the church entry and park in the church
carpark.



The staff carpark is reserved for staff only during school hours.



There is NO PARKING across the gateway to the Catholic Homes Village, as this is the only access for emergency

Approved School Disabled Parking Only

These parking bays have been reserved for approved parents/students/visitors with physical
needs, and are required to travel from their cars. For example, a student has broken their
leg and is requiring the use of crutches for 6 weeks. This family would be eligible for a disable parking permit for 6 weeks. They are not designed as a waiting bay for grandparents
Loading Zones Only (Located near front office and back of gymnasium)
These zones are reserved for authorised school deliveries or emergency vehicles. They must be
kept vacant. These are not parking bays, drop-off or pick-up zones!

No Standing (no parking) (Located behind the gymnasium, on the round-about)
This zone is a high pedestrian area, therefore parking and drop-offs are not permitted.

No Entry on School Days between times indicated (Located at church entry)
For improved traffic safety and flow, there is only entry to the church car park between the
hours identified. No traffic should be travelling up along the church towards the round-

Staff Only Car Park (Located on the western side of the round-about)
This car park is reserved for staff parking only. Parents are not permitted to park in this area
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2022 SCHOOL LEADERS
SCHOOL CAPTAINS

Erik B

Ciara J

ASHE HOUSE

Rhys C

Milana L

FINN HOUSE

Michael B

Alex W

VICE CAPTAINS

Max M

Ruby R

BROADBENT HOUSE

Willow H

Jacob K

KEIRCE HOUSE

Jayden C

Billy G
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R.E. CAPTAINS

Clara A

Coco B

Ava G

Eloise B

Alyssa V

OPEN DAYS
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