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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
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Telephone:   9434 4565 

                                     

No 02  17
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Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

GENERAL FAITH NIGHT 

School life is beginning to establish a routine with classes nearing the completion of some testing 

and starting to knuckle down to their work. Specialist classes commenced last week and the chil-

dren really enjoyed being in different environments. The Preps are spreading their wings and play-

ing throughout the school. Hopefully in a couple of weeks we can start our Buddy Program and 

have all the children playing at the same time. 

On Tuesday night over two hundred people tuned into the presentation of the General Faith Night. 

Fr Steven, Fr Martin and Jacinta Bright gave a very interesting and thought provoking  discussion 

on the Sacraments. The feedback from the parents was very positive and further sacrament specific 

Faith Formation nights will be held throughout the year. 

Today we conducted out first Open Day and welcomed prospective new 

families into our great school. These open days will be repeated on numer-

ous dates throughout the term. If you know of any potential families look-

ing for a school for their child, please encourage them to book a tour. 

OPEN DAYS AND TOURS 

MEET THE TEACHER CHATS 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/ad4q5 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/ad4q5
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YEAR 1 & 2 SWIMMING 

LABELLING SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

David Delaney 

Principal 

CARPARK ETIQUETTE 

COVID-19 

The Year 1 and 2 students are enjoying their swimming lessons which com-

menced last Friday. For some the most enjoyable part is the bus trip. Parents 

are welcome to attend and help out but they must have a current Working 

with Children Check,  a Vaccination Certificate and have completed the  rele-

vant volunteer forms. If you are interested, please speak to your child’s teach-

er as places are limited. 

Whilst the weather remains warm, it is really important that you clearly label all of your child’s 

items of school uniform especially your child’s jumper and hat. This will ensure that any lost items 

are safely returned to your child when they inevitably lose them outside. 

Please utilise the school’s designated crossings when you drop off and pick up your children. It is too 

dangerous for families and students to cross between the cars. Please also refer to the School Sign-

age 2022 attachment in this week’s newsletter. 

Covid-19 is not going away anywhere soon. We do have positive cases within our school community 

and I expect this to continue over the next few weeks. We are doing things to mitigate the spread 

such as sanitising, wearing masks, air purifiers and asking families to do a RAT twice a week. We 

have had a couple of positive cases that were initially negative on the RAT but parents were still 

concerned and followed up with a PCR test which then returned a positive result. 

If your child has any symptoms please get them tested and keep them home. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  -  THURSDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 

A reminder school photo day is next Thursday. Students are to wear the correct summer uniform, not 

their sports uniform or  Bush School clothes.  
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Learning and Teaching Update 

It has been wonderful to see the students so settled and back into the normal learning rou-

tines. This term all classes have a focus on the key concepts of Identity, Creativity and Well-

being. This is a great opportunity for teachers to get to know how each child learns and what 

the students are interested in. Each year level has a particular content area from the curric-

ulum in which they have linked this concept and the students are following the inquiry pro-

cess to engage in this learning. The curriculum overview will be sent out tomorrow which 

outlines the intended learning to be covered over this term. Please make sure you are famil-

iar with the concepts and skills being taught so that they can be reinforced at home as well.  

 

SMART Spelling 

This year we are implementing a whole school approach to the teaching of spelling called 

SMART Spelling. Mrs Libby Oliver will be running a parent session to give you details of 

how you can support the learning of spelling at home and understand the SMART Spelling 

Approach. Further details of this information session will be included in the next newsletter. 

 

Meet the Teacher Chats 

Please take the opportunity to spend some time with your child’s classroom teacher next 

week on Wednesday by engaging in our Meet the Teacher Chats. This is an opportunity for 

you to help your child’s teacher gain valuable insight into your child’s interests, goals, 

strengths and challenges. These sessions will be held via Google Meet as we are not allowed 

to hold meetings in person with large numbers of attendees onsite at this stage. Please regis-

ter to attend by clicking on the link below and filling in all of the required fields (including 

your correct phone number) in case of any technical difficulties. Once registered, families 

will receive a confirmation email with a link to join the meeting, please save this email so 

that you can access the meeting link.  

 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/ad4q5 

 

Teachers are looking forward to meeting with you and learning more about your children. 

Please have any questions prepared that you wish to discuss, however each interview is lim-

ited to a maximum of 10 minutes so teachers may need to make a follow up time to discuss 

items in depth with you. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/ad4q5
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Intervention Programs  and Extension Opportunities  

Part of teachers getting to know their students includes administering key literacy and nu-

meracy testing. This year we have invested heavily in meeting the needs of all of our stu-

dents with opportunities for intervention and extension if this is necessary. Eligibility for 

some of these programs is based on assessment data and other opportunities are open for all 

students to attempt. Extension and intervention is a key aspect of teaching any child in any 

classroom, however some children require extra support in order to grasp concepts. There-

fore, in 2022 at St Thomas’ we will be providing our junior students who are eligible to re-

ceive intensive support in either literacy or numeracy through the provision of the Reading 

Recovery, Levelled Literacy Intervention and Early Number Intervention programs. Please 

speak with your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions about testing results 

and individual learning needs. 

 

Sacramental Update 

Thanks to all our families of students in Years 2 and 3 who will be celebrating sacraments 

during 2022 for attending the blessing masses last weekend. Our 2022 sacramental journey 

has begun! On Tuesday night we were pleased to see over 150 families in attendance at our 

Combined Parishes General Faith Night. Thanks to Fr Steven, Fr Martin and Jacinta 

Bright for facilitating this session. For those families who were unable to attend, the session 

was also recorded and can be accessed via the link below - 

https://bit.ly/3sKqN6J 

 

This term, our Year 3 students are looking forward to receiving their First Eucharist. They 

are beginning their preparation for this sacrament by attending the Parish Mass on Thurs-

day mornings on a fortnightly basis. We would also like to invite parents to attend these 

Masses with the students if you are able. With the last two years of disruption, many of our 

students and families have not had the opportunity to attend Mass as much as we did before 

the pandemic, so we encourage you to join us each fortnight as per the times below - 

3/4CB & 3/4SB   Thursday 9.15am on 17/2, 3/3, 17/3 & 31/3 

3/4JM & 3/4PB   Thursday 9.15am on 24/2, 10/3, 24/3 & 7/4 

During the season of Lent, which commences at Ash Wednesday on 2 March, the students in 

Year 5/6 will also have the opportunity to engage in the Sacrament of Reconciliation on 

Tuesday mornings after the 9.15am Mass. Further details will be included in the next  

newsletter.  

  

LEARNING AND TEACHING 

https://bit.ly/3sKqN6J
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My apologies for the confusion with conflicting dates regarding the sacraments for 2022 that were 

published in the last newsletter. We realise how important it is to be aware of upcoming events so we 

will make sure these are accurate in the future. Here is a copy of the correct information -  

SACRAMENTAL DATES 

Welcome to St Thomas’ Mass - Saturday 19 February @ 6pm 
 

We look forward to seeing all of our Prep students and their families as 

well as our Year 6 student leaders and their families at our welcome 

Mass to be held at St Thomas’ Church this Saturday at 6pm. We encour-

age you to stay for a Sausage Sizzle afterwards. We will be providing 

sausages in bread and a drink (water or juice box) and would appreciate 

some indication of the numbers for catering purposes.  

Please click on the link to RSVP -  

https://forms.gle/Fp3E5cEEMC6qmxkk7  

https://forms.gle/Fp3E5cEEMC6qmxkk7
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2022 DIARY DATES  

FEBRUARY 

 

18th  Year 1/2 Swimming (2 of 7) 

19th  School Open Day 1.30pm – 5.30pm 

  Welcome to St Thomas’ Mass &                 

  Sausage Sizzle 6.00pm - RSVP via link 

22nd  School Open Day 9.00am-11.00am 

23rd  Meet the Teacher Chats (from 1.30pm) via 

  Google Meet. Students finish at 1.00pm 

24th  School photos 

25th  Year 1/2 Swimming (3 of 7) 

28th  SAC Meeting (School Advisory Council) 

         

MARCH 

 

1st  School Closure - Staff PD 

2nd  Ash Wednesday 

  School Open Day 12.00pm - 2.00pm 

4th  Year1/2 Swimming (4 of 7) 

5th  School Open Day 10.00am - 12.00pm 

  Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm 

6th   Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am 

8th  School Open Day  9.00am-11.00am 

10th  School Open Day 9.00am-11.00am 

11th  Year 1/2 Swimming (5 of 7) 

14th   Labour Day Public Holiday 

15th  Eucharist Faith Night 5.30pm 

  Eucharist Faith Night 7.00pm 

16th  School Open Day 12.00pm-2.00pm 

17th  St Patrick’s Day 

18th  Year 1/2 Swimming (6 of 7) 

24th  Prep Teddy Bear’s Picnic - Prep  students 

  and families 

25th  Year 1/2 Swimming (7 of 7)  

26th  First Eucharist 6.00pm (1 of 4) 

27th  First Eucharist 10.30am (2 of 4) 

30th  Showcase of Term 1 Learning from 2.45pm 

 

APRIL 

 

2nd  First Eucharist 6.00pm (3 of 4) 

3rd First Eucharist 10.30am (4 of 4) 

5th SAC Meeting 7.00pm 

8th End of Term.  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

15th Good Friday 

17th   Easter Sunday 

25th  ANZAC DAY 

26th Term 2 Commences 

 

MAY 

 

6th  Mother’s Day  Breakfast 

8th Mother’s Day 

10th NAPLAN commences 

20th NAPLAN finishes 

MAY (CONT) 

 

23rd School Closure - Staff PD 

24th SAC Meeting 

26th Feast of the Ascension Mass 9.15am 

 

 

JUNE 

 

3rd Book Fair Viewing 

6th  Book Fair Sales from 6th - 10th June 

 Grandparents Week 

14th Queens Birthday  

24th St Thomas Feast Day 

 Mass 9.15am  

 End of Term 2. 

 Students finish 1.00pm 

 

JULY 

 

11th  Term 3 commences 

 

 

AUGUST 

 

2nd SAC Meeting 7.00pm 

11th   Staff Conference 

12th  Staff Conference 

22nd Book Week  22nd - 26th August 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

2nd  Fathers Day Breakfast 

4th Father’s Day 

6th SAC Meeting 7.00pm 

14th School Production 

15th School Production 

16th End of Term 3.  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

 

OCTOBER 

 

3rd  Term 4 Commences 

12th Reconciliation Faith Night 5.30pm 

 Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

15th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 6.00pm 

16th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 10.30am 

26th Year 5/6 Camp 

27th Year 5/6 Camp 

28th Year 5/6 Camp 

31st School Closure Day - Report Writing Day 
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NOVEMBER 

 

1st Melbourne Cup Day 

2nd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross 

8th SAC Meeting 7.00pm 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

16th End of Term 4 

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

25th Christmas Day 

2022 DIARY DATES  (CONT.) 

Please check diary dates regularly 

as new dates will be added as             

activities and bookings become            

confirmed dates. 

We can at times cringe or even feel ashamed when we read what the media publicises about what 

the Catholic Church may do or state about matters, especially in the area of morals. I know many 

people have turned away from the Church because of the positions they understand the Church has 

adopted in various aspects of social life. Sometimes it is more embarrassing when the Catholic 

Church says nothing regarding important social issues where it could faithfully represent the com-

passionate and inclusive teachings of Jesus. 

With the current Religious Discrimination Bill being debated by the Federal Government, it ap-

pears that the Catholic Church is just one among all Christians who are lobbying the Government 

to discriminate against homosexual and transgender people in its concern to end discrimination of 

religious organisations. But the strong Christian lobby does not represent all Christians, and may-

be the Catholic Church needs to officially distance itself from this lobby. 

I attach an article written by Fr. Bill Edebohls, the parish priest of Ivanhoe (and with his permis-

sion) that clearly articulates this issue and the Catholic Church’s position on the matter. 

 

Fr Steven Rigo 

Parish Priest 

PARISH NEWS 
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BUSH SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

Valentine’s Day was celebrated on Monday 

so our focus centred around ‘LOVE’. We 

talked about those people we love and the 

ways we can show love to those we care 

about. We discussed how I love nature and 

in turn I need to care for it. There are 

many ways we can all take care of the 

Bush School space we love to spend time 

in. 

 

After sharing the book ‘Love Bugs’ by Si-

mon Puttock we went to play, explore and 

build new friendships. Today we were busy 

making eco-friendly necklaces for someone 

we love. We decorated heart shapes with 

nature parts we collected. We cooked up 

special dishes for those we love. Some of us 

made homes for bugs, others relaxed under 

the shade of the gums reading books about 

bugs, while others hunted for bugs using 

magnifying glasses. 

 

We loved our time at Bush School today, 

and promised to take care of it - the ani-

mals and the people too. 
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BUSH SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

  



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

HOCKEY CLINIC 

 

Today our students were lucky to participate in a Hocky Clinic. The children loved being exposed to a 

another skills orientated sport. There were lots of smiles and a fun day had by all as is evident from 

the students in 5/6DH. 

The students learnt how to dribble the ball and control it with their hockey stick safely. We thank 

Hockey Victoria for facilitating these sessions for all the Year 5/6 students.  This program is one of 

the many extra curricular outdoor education programs that will be held at school this year. 
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Premier’s Reading Challenge Certificates 
 

The 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge  Certificates finally arrived very late last year after the      

students had finished school.  All the children who completed the challenge have received their           

certificate via their classroom teacher. Students completed the challenge and read a total of 898 

books.   

 

The following students completed the challenge: 

 

Sotiria A, Lucas B, Skylar P, Maddison A, Jacob G, Anna S, Lucas C, Lara V,  

Elias B, Alessia B, Amy M, Elissa C, Harper B, James B, Jack A, Olivia V, 

 Alyssa V, Charlotte S, Jackson H, Allegra T, Alessia L, Aiden V, Ruby S,  

Max M, Erik B, Natalie B, Dylan C, Cooper F, Liam V, Alessia L & Natalie B. 

 

I am hoping that a lot more students will join the challenge this year and enhance their love of read-

ing and improve their skills. When the information about the 2022 Premier’s Reading Challenge ar-

rives I will put the information in the school newsletter. 

 

 

Libby Oliver 

Literacy Coordinator 

EXTENSION OPPORTUNITY 

The Earth Futures Festival is a UNESCO event occurring in New York, Paris, Sydney and online. 

It aims to raise international awareness of the critical role of Earth Science in our sustainable           

future, celebrating the importance of geoscientists as stewards of the earth. 

 

The Founders include Assoc. Prof. Heather Handley an Australian Volcano scientist and supporter 

of STEM MAD and Women in STEM superstar. Check out the inspiring video and consider how to 

be involved. 

 

They are seeking video submissions (which can be as short as 90 seconds) on the topic of geoscience 

within the themes Dynamic Earth, Earth Futures and Human Connection. There are categories for 

students from both Primary and Secondary schools. 

 

Submissions are now open until 15th May 2022.  

Check out the website  https://www.earthfuturesfestival.com/ 

https://www.earthfuturesfestival.com/
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SCHOOL PHOTOS—24TH FEBRUARY—ORDER ONLINE 
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Dear Parents/Carer’s, 

As a caring community, we have clear expectations as to how we expect all users of our parish/school community use our 
shared grounds and spaces. On a typical school day, it is common for us to have almost 300 cars travel in and out of our 
grounds within a 15 min. period at pick-up time! It is therefore important to have in place consistently SAFE procedures to 
successfully cater for student drop-off, pick-up and general parking.  

It is also important that ALL members of our community respect and abide by these procedures, as well as demonstrate 
great patience, care and common-sense when involved in such activities. Remember the lessons you are teaching your 
children! 

Some specific points worth emphasising: 

 Please maintain a safe speed limit AT ALL TIMES, at or below 15 km/h  

 Do NOT drive up the church entry, using the round-a-bout as a drop-off/pick-up point.  Between the hours of 8.15-
9am and 3.15-4.45pm all traffic must turn right immediately after entering the church entry and park in the church 
carpark. 

 The staff carpark is reserved for staff only during school hours. 

 There is NO PARKING across the gateway to the Catholic Homes Village, as this is the only access for emergency 

School Signage—2022 

Approved School Disabled Parking Only  

These parking bays have been reserved for approved parents/students/visitors with physical 
needs, and are required to travel from their cars. For example, a student has broken their 
leg and is requiring the use of crutches for 6 weeks. This family would be eligible for a disa-
ble parking permit for 6 weeks. They are not designed as a waiting bay for grandparents 

Loading Zones Only (Located near front office and back of gymnasium) 

These zones are reserved for authorised school deliveries or emergency vehicles. They must be 
kept vacant. These are not parking bays, drop-off or pick-up zones! 

No Standing (no parking) (Located behind the gymnasium, on the round-about) 

This zone is a high pedestrian area, therefore parking and drop-offs are not permitted.  

No Entry on School Days between times indicated (Located at church entry) 

For improved traffic safety and flow, there is only entry to the church car park between the 
hours identified. No traffic should be travelling up along the church towards the round-

Staff Only Car Park (Located on the western side of the round-about) 

This car park is reserved for staff parking only. Parents are not permitted to park in this area 
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ST THOMAS SCA 
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SPEECH PATHOLOGY SCREENING 
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OPEN DAYS 


