ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 03 3rd March. 2022

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
It is hard to comprehend that we are now in the season of autumn and
summer is behind us. We have enjoyed reverting back to our regular
timetable where all the students are having their lunch and afternoon
breaks at the same time. Our buddy system will commence shortly.
Our heart felt prayers and best wishes go to our northern neighbours
who are dealing with devastating floods and also to the people of
Ukraine who are suffering through no fault of their own.
Yesterday was Ash Wednesday and all the staff and students attended
one of two masses. It was wonderful to be able to go back to the church
and celebrate together. Ash Wednesday starts the liturgical season of
Lent, which lasts for forty days culminating on Easter Sunday.

FIRE CARRIERS PRESENTATION
Yesterday our Fire Carriers were blessed and presented with their badges at a special Fire Carriers
smoking ceremony. We hope they have a big influence in the school for the remainder of the school
year.

Congratulations to our Fire Carriers:

Addison H, Ryan P, Layla T, Emily T,
Annie T & Amelia G

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY REVIEW
On Tuesday our staff attended a professional development day on Metacognition: Understanding of
the Thinking Process and Ability to Manage and Apply These Intentionally. It was an intense and
productive day. The staff are now proceeding to trial some new initiatives with the children to help
them think through processes.

NILLUMBIK DIVISIONAL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP
On Tuesday, four of our students swam in the regional swimming carnival at Watermarc. Our
students - Ciara J, Imogen M, Charlotte M and Chiara R all represented our school fantastically
and competed extremely well. Congratulations to these wonderful children.

EUCHARIST COMMITMENT MASSES
First Eucharist Commitment Masses are on this weekend. Our Year 3 students
who will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Eucharist this year are asked to
attend to make a commitment to receiving this sacrament.
The following classes will celebrate their First Eucharist on the following dates:
26th March & 27th March - 3/4CB & 3/4SB
2nd April & 3rd April - 3/4JM & 3/4PB

SCHOOL OPEN DAY
This Saturday, 5th March between 10.00am - 12.00pm, the school will be
open for school tours. If you know of any prospective families please encourage them to book a tour and come along. Some of our wonderful school
leaders will be on hand to escort the families around the school.

David Delaney
Principal
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

2022 DIARY DATES
MARCH

JUNE (CONT)

4th
5th

14th Queens Birthday
24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am

Year1/2 Swimming (4 of 7)
School Open Day 10.00am - 12.00pm
Eucharist Commitment Mass 6.00pm
Eucharist Commitment Mass 10.30am
School Open Day 9.00am-11.00am
School Open Day 9.00am-11.00am
Year 1/2 Swimming (5 of 7)
Labour Day Public Holiday
Eucharist Faith Night 5.30pm
Eucharist Faith Night 7.00pm
School Open Day 12.00pm-2.00pm
St Patrick’s Day - Wear green today
gold coin
Year 1/2 Swimming (6 of 7)
Prep Teddy Bear’s Picnic - Prep students
and families 5.00pm
Year 1/2 Swimming (7 of 7)
First Eucharist 6.00pm (1 of 4)
First Eucharist 10.30am (2 of 4)
SAC 7.00pm
Showcase of Term 1 Learning from 2.45pm

6th
8th
10th
11th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
24th
25th
26th
27th
29th
30th

APRIL
2nd
3rd
6th
8th

First Eucharist 6.00pm (3 of 4)
First Eucharist 10.30am (4 of 4)
Year 5/6 Science Specialist Day
End of Term.
Students finish at 1.00pm
15th Good Friday
17th Easter Sunday
25th ANZAC DAY
26th Term 2 Commences

MAY
4th
6th
8th
10th
20th
23rd
26th
31st

Prep 2023 Enrolment Information Session
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Mother’s Day
NAPLAN commences
NAPLAN finishes
School Closure - Staff PD
SAC Meeting 7.00pm
Feast of the Ascension Mass 9.15am
SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)

JULY
11th Term 3 commences

AUGUST
2nd
11th
12th
16th
22nd

SAC Meeting 7.00pm
Staff Conference
Staff Conference
SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
Book Week 22nd - 26th August

SEPTEMBER
2nd
4th
5th
6th
13th
16th

Fathers Day Breakfast
Father’s Day
School Production ((Confirmed)
School Production (Confirmed)
SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
End of Term 3.
Students finish at 1.00pm

OCTOBER
3rd Term 4 Commences
12th Reconciliation Faith Night 5.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm
15th Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 6.00pm
16th Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 10.30am
th
26 Year 5/6 Camp
27th Year 5/6 Camp
28th Year 5/6 Camp
31st School Closure Day - Report Writing Day

NOVEMBER
1st
2nd
3rd
29th

Melbourne Cup Day
Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)

JUNE
3rd
6th

Book Fair Viewing
Book Fair Sales from 6th - 10th June
Grandparents Week
End of Term 2. Students finish 1.00pm

DECEMBER
15th Graduation Mass 12.00pm
16th End of Term 4
Students finish at 1.00pm
25th Christmas Day

Please check diary dates regularly as new dates will be added as activities

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
and bookings become confirmed dates.
This will remain
the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Early Number and Algebra Project
We have been accepted into this project which is supported by MACS and involves a two year commitment, commencing with professional learning and engagement with our Prep team during 2022
and then extending into our Year 1 and 2 team during 2023. At St Thomas’ we recognise the importance of development of a solid foundation in literacy and numeracy and we believe that this project will assist our teachers to further this work with our students.

SMART Spelling
All of our staff have been trained in using the SMART Spelling approach to teaching spelling.
Thanks to Libby Oliver for facilitating this training. Libby is also preparing to share some training
for parents in this approach so that you can support your child at home and reinforce concepts
taught at school using the same language and approach. This session will be pre-recorded and a link
will be shared with you to view at a time convenient for you.

Classroom Helper Training
We realise that families are very busy during the day and that after school meetings are sometimes
hard to attend in person. We have learnt that many families prefer to engage in our Classroom
Helper Training in their own time so this year we again offer the opportunity for parents/carers to
complete this training via video link. All parents who are considering taking up the option to become
a parent helper at St Thomas’ are required to complete this training. If you have completed the
training in the past there is no need to repeat it (although it is a good refresher if you choose).
There are two parts to the training 1. Watch the full video - https://bit.ly/3tjHC93
2. Complete the follow up quiz - https://forms.gle/VzfoF16F15VMcYDaA

All participants will receive a certificate via email and be added to our list of permitted helpers and
teachers will make contact regarding adding your name to the classroom helpers roster in the
coming weeks. We look forward to beginning our parent helper program for 2022. All parent
volunteers are required to also hold a current Working With Children Check and have submitted
proof of full vaccination status to the office (3 doses by 25th March , 2022)

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION
Caritas Fundraiser - Wear Green Clothes for St Patrick’s Day
The RE leaders are organising a special event for St Patrick’s Day. Students are invited to dress up
in green on Thursday, 17th March for a gold coin donation.

The funds we raise will help vulnerable communities around the world to:
•

Improve access to food and clean water

•

Support education and skills training

•

Help vulnerable communities to increase their income

•

Provide training in disaster risk reduction

Lent
“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest,

if we do not give up. So then, while we have the opportunity,
let us do good to all” (Gal 6:9-10)
Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2022 says, “Each year during Lent we are reminded that goodness,
together with love, justice and solidarity, are not achieved once and for all; they have to be realised
each day. Let us ask God to give us the patient perseverance of the farmer, and to persevere in doing good, one step at a time. If we fall, let us stretch out our hand to the Father, who always lifts us
up. If we are lost, if we are misled by the enticements of the evil one, let us not hesitate to return to
God, who “is generous in forgiving” (Is 55:7). In this season of conversion, sustained by God’s grace
and by the communion of the Church, let us not grow tired of doing good. The soil is prepared by
fasting, watered by prayer and enriched by charity. Let us believe firmly that “if we do not give up,
we shall reap our harvest in due time” and that, with the gift of perseverance, we shall obtain what
was promised (cf. Heb 10:36), for our salvation and the salvation of others (cf. 1 Tim 4:16). By cultivating fraternal love towards everyone, we are united to Christ, who gave his life for our sake (cf. 2
Cor 5:14-15), and we are granted a foretaste of the joy of the kingdom of heaven, when God will be
“all in all” (1 Cor 15:28).”
So as part of our students preparation for Easter, during Lent Fr Martin will be visiting classrooms
to discuss the concept of healing and forgiveness with the students. The Year 5 & 6 students will
also be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Thursday afternoons in the Church
commencing on 10th March @ 2.45pm. This will take the form of the First Rite of Reconciliation individual reconciliation with the priest. Families are welcome to attend to partake in the sacrament.
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BUSH SCHOOL NEWS
During March students from across Australia are encouraged
to help Melbourne stay clean and green by teaming up with
fellow students and teachers and cleaning up their schoolyard.
In Week 7, as part of their Bush School program, all Prep-2
students will officially be part of Clean Up Schools Day.
St Thomas is an officially registered clean up site: No 25427.
At home you could ‘Step Up’ by saying no to straws. To bring
your own water bottle. To compost. To buy recycled, to choose
not to buy fast fashion or refusing to purchase fruit and vegetables pre-wrapped in plastic. There are so many ways to Step
Up! And thousands of small steps make a big difference! Will
For more information, visit the official site @
https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/act-now/what-you-can-do-schools/schools-cleanup-day

MANHATTAN MUSIC LESSONS
The Instrumental Music program has begun for
2022 and it's great to see so many students
involved and enjoying their instrumental lessons.
If you wish to enrol your child to learn an instrument at school, there are still some spots
available.

https://forms.gle/Ds8mmTLkLtduSz9s5

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

LIBRARY NEWS
The library has been a buzz with activity since it opened and Library classes resumed in Week 3. It
is wonderful to see the students enjoying the shared space and also being able to borrow library
books again.
On entering the library our staff and students are greeted by a wonderful splash of colour from the
new library display. Thanks to all of our students for participating and helping to create the
beautiful flower which is made up of lots of hands. This flower was created as part of the
Resilience Project theme happening at school at the moment.

Michelle Caruana
Library

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

BUSH SCHOOL THIS WEEK
Our Bush School space is named ‘Koorbilli’ meaning kangaroo in
Wurundjeri. The space is part of a larger trail that was created
along the edge of the oval many years ago. It got its name because of the many kangaroos that we would find grazing on the
fresh oval grass each morning. Occasionally we still have kangaroos visiting on the school grounds.
We started the session by meeting Billi, our Bush School mascot
and read ‘Kangaroos Hop’ by Ros Moriaty. We tried hopping long
and far just like a red kangaroo. We painted the aboriginal symbol for kangaroo on our hands and then had time to explore and play in our special space.

Some children cooked up delicious meals in the bush kitchen, others took Billi out on some bush adventures, while a few tried the Garden Scavenger Hunt or continued to dig and hunt for nature treasures.
It was a beautiful day to be out in nature together.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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BIG GROUP HUG
We will once again be
collecting PJS, socks,
singlets and underwear for
Big Group Hug during the
month of March.
If your family would like to
donate any new items
please drop them off at the
school office
collection point.
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St Thomas the Apostle Primary School
Open Days and Tours:
Saturday 5th March 10.00am - 12.00pm
Tuesday 8th March 9.00am - 11.00am

Thursday 10th March 9.00am - 11.00am

Prep Information Night
Wednesday 4th May 7.00pm—8.00pm

Private tours available by appointment.
Phone 9434 4565 or book via our school website.

251 Diamond Creek Road Greensborough
9434 4565
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

SPEECH PATHOLOGY SCREENING

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

LOYOLA COLLEGE
In the most recent version of the Catholic Schools Guide there was a
printing error that mistakenly listed the figure for Loyola College’s university offers. The correct figure for Loyola students who were offered a
place at university was 96%. To see the destination data of Loyola students please visit :

https://catholicschoolsguide.com.au/school/loyola-college-watsonia-3087/
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