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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

 

251 Diamond Creek Road 

Greensborough North, 3088 

Telephone:   9434 4565 

                                     

No 05  31st March. 2022 

 

Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

FIRST  EUCHARIST CELEBRATIONS 

SHOWCASE OF LEARNING 

TOASTIE VAN 

It’s hard to believe we are heading into the final week of Term 1 on Monday. This has been a very 

busy term. This will be the last newsletter for Term 1, however an interim family bulletin will be 

distributed next week.  

We extend our congratulations to Miss Aisling McGing who was married yesterday after COVID 

delays. She will return to school next week as Mrs Pringle. 

 

This weekend we will have our last two classes receiving the Sacrament of First Eucharist.                      

Congratulations to all the children who are receiving this sacrament. It is a very important milestone 

in their Catholic formation. Thanks to the teachers who have prepared the children so wonderfully.  

Tomorrow many students will be enjoying a toastie for lunch. This is a great 

initiative from the SCA and will be a special treat for the children. The           

children will have their break times adjusted to enable the people making the 

toasties enough time to distribute them. 

Yesterday we hosted our Showcase of Learning and it was great to see so many parents entering the 

classrooms and finding out what and how the children are learning. We haven’t been able to do this 

for a long time so it was fantastic to open the school up again and showcase our new learning               

environments and students. 

 

Reminder - Term 1 finishes next week 

 on Friday, 8th April  at 1.00pm. 
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David Delaney 

Principal 

PRODUCTION AUDITIONS 

Miss Bolzon has been delighted with the number of students who are auditioning for roles in our 

school production which will be performed later in the year. They have been terrific in their auditions 

and short listing the cast is going to be very difficult. 

END OF TERM 

Next Friday the school Term 1 finishes with the “Colour Run”. Students will be dismissed at 1.00pm. 

We hope all our families enjoy the term break. We look forward to welcoming staff and students back 

for Term 2 which commences on Tuesday, 26th April.  All students will need to be wearing their 

winter uniforms. No hats are required. 

TERM 2 TEMPORARY OFFICE STAFF CHANGE 

We wish Francine all the best as she goes on leave as she will be having her knee replacement          

surgery at the start of Term 2. We wish her a speedy recovery and look forward to her returning in 

Term 3.  During her absence Jessica Gibilisco will extend her  days working in the office to cover 

Francine’s duties while she is away.  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS REMINDER 

A reminder daylight saving ends on  Sunday, 3rd April. You will need to put your clocks back an 

hour. An important reminder for our First Communion families celebrating at Mass on Sunday 

morning. 

Tomorrow morning the students in Year 3 – Year 6 will be participating in trials to select our   

Cross-Country team. They will be running all over the school and parish land to get their kilometres 

CROSS COUNTRY TRIALS 

COVID NOTIFICATION S OF POSITIVE TESTS 

A reminder to all families when completing your children’s RATS twice weekly, if your child tests 

positive to: 

1. Contact the school office on 9434 4565 or email                                                            

office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

2. Register the positive test result on the Government website. 

3. Send a copy of the release date notification you receive to the school office at :                                  

office@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

4. Make contact via Class Dojo or email with your child’s teacher regarding school work. 



 

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.                      

This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

 

School Advisory Council Principal’s Report  

Our Vision : Guided by the Spirit, we empower a community of excellence and life-

long learners, who are inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

 

 

Thanks everyone for taking the time to read this report and for your support of the school in 

your important role as School Advisory Council members. David has been on leave for the last 

couple of weeks for various reasons and will return to full duties this Thursday, so I have pre-

pared this report for your perusal. 

 

It is hard to believe that we are nearing the end of Term 1. We are very pleased with the growth 

that the students are showing in their learning dispositions, their communication skills and 

their ability to monitor their own learning. It has also been wonderful to be able to hold events 

such as the Cooking for Caritas RE Leaders fundraiser, whole school assemblies, First Eucharist 

Masses and the Teddy Bears Picnic. We are also looking forward to finishing off the term well 

with the students showcasing their learning, practising for interschool sport, trying out for the 

Cross Country Team and joining in the Colour Run. 

 

The parent helper program has also commenced in the Junior School and we are looking to ex-

pand this into the middle and senior school throughout the year. It is wonderful to see the enthu-

siasm of the parents and the willingness to support the school by volunteering to help in class-

rooms, with PMP, and other SCA events such as icy poles and the Cheer Toastie Truck lunch. 

Parents need to have completed their Parent Helper Training which is now online, hold a valid 

WWCC and have submitted both the WWCC and COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate to the office 

before being eligible to support students in the classrooms. 

 

As mentioned at the last meeting the School Annual Action Plan priorities are Powerful Teach-

ing, Instructional Leadership and a culture that promotes learning. All staff professional devel-

opment is linked to these priorities and for 2022 this includes - Pedagogy of Encounter and En-

gaging with Scripture, Metacognition, Pathways to Literacy Improvement (Year 5/6), Early 

Number and Algebra Project (Prep), Teachers as Co-Learners of Language and Supporting Oral 

Language Development in the Early Years (Year 1 and 2).  

 

Students in Years 3 and 5 participated in the Coordinated Practice test of NAPLAN online last 

Thursday. This was a great opportunity for the students to begin to become familiar with the 

online platform and for the teachers to re-acquaint themselves. Students in Year 3 completed 

one practice test which covered aspects of all 4 online tests that they are required to complete 

when NAPLAN commences in May. The Year 5’s completed a writing test as this is the first time 

they have done any writing testing online and this gave us an opportunity to gauge if any adjust-

ments need to be made to support our students in this test. The school does not receive any infor-

mation from ACARA regarding results for the Practice Tests. Students will continue to familiar-

ise themselves with the online tests through the public demonstration site and the Year 5 stu-

dents will complete a second practice test by the end of term. The NAPLAN results from 2021 

have been released and published on the MySchool Website and a recent article in the Herald 

Sun reported that the percentage of students at St Thomas’ with above average growth in Read-

ing was 51%, Writing was also 51% and Numeracy was 43%. Here is the results of some of the 

other schools in the area - 

SAC - PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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Percentage of students with above average growth in NAPLAN between Years 3, 5 and 7 (2021) 

 

School Reading  Writing Numeracy 

St Thomas the Apostle 51 51 43 

Greenhills Primary 45 41 47 

St Mary’s 52 36 49 

Yarrambat Primary 52 49 53 

Sacred Heart 39 61 36 

Apollo Parkways 52 56 59 

Watsonia North 49 49 43 

St Paul’s Doreen 46 42 44 
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At this stage we are unsure as to whether the twice weekly surveillance testing using RATs will 

continue to be a requirement for Term 2. This testing has been picking up positive results that may 

have gone unnoticed otherwise. Throughout the term we have had an average of 4-5 positive re-

sults registered with COVID-19.  

 

We have also received the MACS Vaccinations of Parents and Carers on School Sites Guidelines 

which states that vaccination information of adults not performing work who enter school building 

needs to be sited. They are required to have received 2 doses of a COVID-19 vaccine or hold a valid 

medical exemption - there are some limited exceptions to this rule. In addition to this, adult visi-

tors attending a gathering at school need to show evidence of vaccination on arrival (e.g. for fete, 

school play or other school ceremony - whether indoors or outdoors). 

 

We have commenced the auditions for the school production which will take place at Loyola Col-

lege on Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th September. The production is being coordinated by Tayla Bol-

zon with the support of a performing arts specialist consultant (Maria Butterford). We are learning 

so much about our student’s hidden talents in these auditions. Tayla is hoping to announce the 

main cast at the last assembly for the term.  

 

Finally, next Monday we are holding a special Prayer Service for Peace at 3pm in the Church. This 

is one of the initiatives proposed by the Parish Pastoral Council. We value the connection between 

parish and school and recognise that we have a significant part to play in this partnership. To this 

end I would like to thank you all for your engagement in this important work as SAC members. I 

would like to propose that we acknowledge the important role you play in your service during Na-

tional Volunteer Week on Saturday 21st or Sunday 22nd May at the Parish Mass through a Com-

missioning and Blessing Ceremony. I would appreciate your thoughts on this suggestion.  

 

Wishing you all a well-earned break over the Term 1 holidays.  

 

Looking forward to another successful and uninterrupted term during term 2. 

 

 

Tess Dwyer 

Principal’s Delegate. 
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2022 DIARY DATES  

APRIL 
2nd  First Eucharist 6.00pm (3 of 4) 

3rd First Eucharist 10.30am (4 of 4) 

4th Prayer Liturgy for peace in the Ukraine 3.00pm 

6th Year 5/6 Science Specialist Day 

8th End of Term.  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

15th Good Friday 

17th   Easter Sunday 

25th  ANZAC DAY 

26th Term 2 Commences 

28th Footsteps Dance Program  - Yr 3/4 begins   

29th State Swimming Championships 

 

MAY 
2nd SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

4th Prep 2023 Enrolment Information Session 

 7.00pm  -  8.00pm 

6th  Mother’s Day  Breakfast 

8th Mother’s Day 

10th NAPLAN commences 

18th Eltham District Cross Country 

20th NAPLAN finishes 

23rd School Closure - Staff PD 

26th Feast of the Ascension Mass 9.15am 

30th SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting  7.30pm 

31st SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

 

JUNE 
3rd Book Fair Viewing 

6th  Book Fair Sales from 6th - 10th June 

 Grandparents Week 

14th Queens Birthday  

17th SCA - Breakfast, Pjs, Fun  & Cartoon Morning 

 7.00am 

22nd  Northern Metropolitan Regional Cross 

 Country 

24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am  

 End of Term 2. Students finish 1.00pm 

 

 

JULY 
11th  Term 3 commences 

 SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

 

 

AUGUST 
2nd SAC Meeting 7.00pm 

3rd Eltham District Athletics 

8th SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

 11th   Staff Conference 

12th  Staff Conference 

16th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

22nd Book Week  22nd - 26th August 

29th SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

        

 Please check diary dates regularly as 

new date will be added as activities and                      

bookings  become confirmed dates. 

SEPTEMBER 
2nd  Fathers Day Breakfast 

4th Father’s Day 

5th School Production @ Loyola College 

6th School Production @ Loyola College 

8th Nillumbik Division Athletics 

13th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

16th Footy Day 

 End of Term 3.  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

OCTOBER 
3rd  Term 4 Commences 

 SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

12th Northern Regional Athletics 

 Reconciliation Faith Night 5.30pm 

 Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

15th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 6.00pm 

16th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 10.30am 

26th Year 5/6 Camp 

27th Year 5/6 Camp 

28th Year 5/6 Camp 

31st School Closure Day - Report Writing  

 

NOVEMBER 

1st Melbourne Cup Day 

2nd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross 

3rd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross 

16th Sacrament of Reconciliation 

14th SCA - Parents  & Friends AGM 7.30pm 

29th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

 

DECEMBER 
15th Graduation Mass 12.00pm 

16th End of Term 4 

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Celebration—Parents 

25th Christmas Day 
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SCIENCE DAY—WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL 

TERM 1 SCHOOL FEES REMINDER 

A reminder to all families not currently on a payment plan that Term 1 

School Fees and Levies were  due by 18th February.  

Your prompt payment would be greatly appreciated. 

If you are having trouble meeting your  financial commitment please 

contact me directly on 9434 4565 to discuss. 
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FIRST EUCHARIST CELEBRATIONS 

Congratulations to our Year 3  students from 3/4CB and 3/4SB who received the Sacrament of First               

Eucharist on the weekend.  

Both Masses were beautiful and reverent  celebrations with Fr Steven Rigo and Fr Martin Tanti. 

We ask you to keep the Year 3 students in 3/4PB and 3/4JM who will celebrating their First             

Eucharist this weekend in your prayers and thoughts. 
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TEDDY BEARS PICNIC  ALBUM 

If anyone ventured to the St Thomas 

playground last Thursday evening 

they would have been in for a big sur-

prise,   

for every bear that ever there was  

was gathered there for certain because  

that’s the day the teddy bears had 

their picnic! 

 

It was a lovely evening  for  our Prep 

students and their families to gather 

and get to know one another at our 

Annual Prep Teddy Bear’s Picnic. 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2022 

 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and St Thomas the Apostle is excited to be 

participating. The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including: 

• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

• a modern user-friendly interface 

• rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

      the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book  

      review 

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the im-

portance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for 

children to read a set number of books by 2 September 2022. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents 

and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victori-

an Premier and former Premiers. 

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victo-

rian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge  

 

Usernames and passwords will be distributed next week.  Once you have this you can log on and 

register your reading.  The holidays will be a great time to do some great reading.  You can regis-

ter books you have already read this year. 

BIG GROUP HUG 

We will once again be  collecting PJS, socks,           

singlets and underwear for Big Group Hug during 

the month of March.  

If your family would like to donate any new items 

please drop them off at the school office                               

collection point. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge
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1982 - 2022 

Celebrating 40 Years in 

Basketball 

 

Follow us on Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc 

 

If your children are interested in playing basketball next season, 

you can get in touch with the club for further information by 

sending your enquiry to - stthomasbc@hotmail.com. 

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with what’s happening 

at the club, upcoming events, and registration information for 

next season. 

Watch this space for further information on basketball clinics 

coming up in May. 

 

ST THOMAS  HAWKS NEWS 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc
mailto:stthomasbc@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


