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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

 

251 Diamond Creek Road 

Greensborough North, 3088 

Telephone:   9434 4565 

                                     

No 07 12th May. 2022 

 

Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

This illness is still very prevalent in our society and is still affecting our families and staff. The 

next two weeks Rapid Antigen Tests will be distributed tomorrow and we ask all families to still 

test twice weekly and stay isolated if positive. Close household contacts may also come to school if 

they return a negative result each morning and wear a mask. Please report any positive cases to 

the office and your child’s teacher.  

This has been a very productive week of school. NAPLAN testing has continued to be a very smooth 

process and the children need to be commended for their application to the tasks. This testing will 

conclude next week and any child who missed a test will be given the opportunity to do a catch up 

test. 

COVID-19 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Next Wednesday is the Eltham District Cross Country competition held at Lower 

Eltham Park. Our children, under the watchful eye of Mr Wals have been training 

for this event and we wish them all the best for the day.  

Parents are most welcome to attend and support their children on the day.  

WERRIBEE ZOO 

The Year 3 & 4 excursion to the Werribee Open Range Zoo was a great experience for the children 

and they thoroughly enjoyed the day. Thanks to the parents who went along to help out, this is 

much appreciated. 
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David Delaney 

Principal 

MATILDA PRODUCTION 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 

Next Thursday our Year Five students will be attending the combined Our Lady’s College and 

Marcellin College school production. This year it is Roald Dahl’s “Matilda”. This is a great oppor-

tunity for our students to see a school production first hand, especially as we are having our own 

later in Term 3.  

A reminder that Monday the 23rd of May is a school closure day for the 

students as the staff will be undertaking professional learning in Literacy 

through the guidance of the Melbourne Archdiocese Literacy team.  

YEAR 5 & 6 SCIENCE EXCURSION 

Next Monday the students in Years 5 & 6 will be attending a science incursion to support their In-

quiry studies this term.  This is aimed to be very “hands on” and will be held in various parts of the 

school.  

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION 

World Environment Day 

 

World Environment Day celebrates its 22nd anniversary on 5th of June 2022. World Environ-

ment Day reminds us to take action to conserve and protect our natural environment. The 2022 

World Environment Day campaign #OnlyOneEarth calls for collective, transformative action on a 

global scale to celebrate, protect and restore our planet. As a school we are hoping to take a pur-

poseful action to protect and restore our local area, we have made contact with Nillumbik council 

and have registered a clean up of the McLaughlans Lane Reserve off Sugar Gum Bvd at the back 

of our school on Friday 3rd June between 9.30am and 10.30am. We would love it if the whole 

community could get involved. Please save the date and we will provide further details in the 

next newsletter. 

 

Here is a message from Pope Francis regarding Caring for Creation - 

 
For some time now we have been becoming more aware that nature deserves to be protected, if only 
because human interactions with God’s [God-given] biodiversity must take place with the utmost 
care and respect: caring for biodiversity, caring for nature. And we have learnt this more clearly in 
this pandemic. The pandemic has also shown us what happens when the world stops, pauses, even 
for a few months, and the powerful impact that this has on nature and climate change, in a sadly 
positive way, has it not? In other words, it hurts. 
 
And this shows us that nature, globally, needs our lives on this planet. It affects us all, albeit in many 
different and unequivocal forms; and so it teaches us even more about what we need to do to create 
a fair, equitable, environmentally safe planet. 
 
In short, the Covid pandemic taught us about this interdependence, this sharing of the planet. And 
both global catastrophes, Covid and climate change, show that there is no time to lose. Time is press-
ing and, as Covid-19 taught us, yes, we have the means to rise up to the challenge. We have the 
means. It is time to act, we are at the limit. 
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I would like to repeat an old Spanish saying: “God always forgives, we humans forgive from time to 
time, nature no longer forgives”. And when this destruction of nature is triggered, it is very difficult 
to stop it. But we are still in time. And we will be more resilient if we work together instead of doing it 
alone. The adversity that we are experiencing with the pandemic, and that we already feel in climate 
change, must spur us on, must drive us to innovation, to invention, to seek new paths. We do not 
come out of a crisis the same, we come out better or worse. That is the challenge, and if we do not 
come out of it better, we will be on a path of self-destruction. 
 
May all of you... I also join you in an appeal to all the leaders of the world to act with courage, to act 
with justice and to always tell people the truth, so that people know how to protect themselves from 
the destruction of the planet, how to protect the planet from the destruction that we very often trig-
ger. 
 
Thank you for what you do, thank you for the good intentions, thank you for coming together. And 
best wishes to all [and prosperity to all]. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING 

 

St Thomas’ Literacy Definition 

We are currently working in an intensive partnership with MACS literacy advisor Nives Nibaldi 

with the goal that all students will make high growth in reading comprehension. St Thomas’ staff 

commenced by creating a whole school definition of literacy which we are happy to now be sharing 

with you - 

 

At St Thomas the Apostle, we believe that a successful literacy education develops students to 

be critical thinkers, life-long learners and confident communicators who make independent 

and informed decisions. All students at St Thomas’ develop strong literacy skills to build    

fluency and strategies for learning in and beyond school. At St Thomas’ we support our     

students by differentiating teaching to ensure growth for all, starting from students personal 

experiences and progressing to technical and more abstract concepts and literacy skills. 

 

The next step in this work is that staff will engage in professional learning on Monday 23rd May at 

our school closure day which will be facilitated by Nives and Libby Oliver.  

 

 

Tess Dwyer  

Deputy Principal Learning, Teaching, Religious Education  

Interactive Enrolment Expo 

This year we decided to make the change from the traditional Enrolment 

Information Night to an interactive experience of learning at St Thomas’ 

for parents and children of preschool-aged children.  

This was facilitated by many staff and it was wonderful to see the children 

engaging in the activities with their families, opportunities for a more    

personalised discussion with teachers and leadership team members, and a 

number of our current student leaders taking tours.  

This initiative is the springboard for our Pre-Prep Transition to School  

Program which will be run onsite and will commence with Storytime in  

the school Library on Tuesday 24th May @ 9.30am and will run on a      

fortnightly basis until the end of this term.  

Children who are currently attending a 4-year-old kinder program are    

eligible to attend. Please use this link to register your child for one or more 

of these sessions -  http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/gbwcu. During 

Term 3 we hope to offer further opportunities for preschool students to   

engage with our school programs. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/gbwcu
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Maths For Parents!  
          

  St Thomas the Apostle Greensborough 

 

Monday 30th May 

                              7.00-8.00 pm 
                                                       

 

Presenter: Michael Ymer 

 

Michael is a specialist mathematics consultant from Melbourne, Australia. He is involved 
in many Professional Development programs in schools across Australia and Asia.  
 
Michael is an enthusiastic and entertaining presenter who has a clear and practical ap-
proach to the challenges that confront schools and parents in mathematics.  
 
On this evening Michael will address the following: 
 
 

• How can I help my child become an efficient problem solver? 
 

• What is my child learning in Mathematics? 
 

• How do children best learn mathematics? 
 

• How can parents promote quality thinking and learning? 
 

• How can I help my child in mathematics? 
 
 

This evening is highly recommended for all parents, regardless of your child’s age or abil-
ity, as it will help you understand the teaching of mathematics in schools today and offer 
strategies and ideas to help you support your young mathematicians. 
 

Michael and our staff are looking forward to working with you on this evening. Please reg-
ister your intention to attend via this link -  http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/
hqa78 

 

Regards, 
 

Mary Papworth 

Numeracy Leader 
 

MATHS WORKSHOP WITH MICHAEL YMER 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/hqa78
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/hqa78
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MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

It was wonderful to see so many Mum’s enjoying breakfast with their children last Friday at our 

annual Mother’s Day Breakfast event. Special thanks to Tim Holland for volunteering to help out 

on the morning.  
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2022 DIARY DATES  

 

MAY 
18th Eltham District Cross Country 

20th NAPLAN finishes 

23rd School Closure - Staff PD 

26th Feast of the Ascension Mass 9.15am 

30th   Michael Ymer Maths Workshop 7-8pm 

31st SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

 

JUNE 
3rd Book Fair Viewing 

6th  Book Fair Sales from 6th - 10th June 

 Grandparents Day 

14th Queens Birthday  

17th SCA - Breakfast, Pjs, Fun  & Cartoon  

           Morning  7.00am 

22nd  Northern Metropolitan Regional Cross 

 Country 

24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am  

 End of Term 2. Students finish 1.00pm 

 

 

JULY 
11th  Term 3 commences 

 SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

 

 

AUGUST 
2nd SAC Meeting 7.00pm 

3rd Eltham District Athletics 

8th SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

 11th   Staff Conference 

12th  Staff Conference 

16th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

22nd Book Week  22nd - 26th August 

29th SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

       

Please check diary dates regularly.  

New dates will be added as activities and                      

bookings  become confirmed dates. 

SEPTEMBER 
2nd  Fathers Day Breakfast 

4th Father’s Day 

5th School Production @ Loyola College 

6th School Production @ Loyola College 

8th Nillumbik Division Athletics 

13th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

16th Footy Day 

 End of Term 3.  

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

 

OCTOBER 
3rd  Term 4 Commences 

 SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

12th Northern Regional Athletics 

 Reconciliation Faith Night 5.30pm 

 Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

15th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 6.00pm 

16th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 10.30am 

26th Year 5/6 Camp 

27th Year 5/6 Camp 

28th Year 5/6 Camp 

31st School Closure Day - Report Writing  

 

NOVEMBER 

1st Melbourne Cup Day 

2nd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross 

3rd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross 

16th Sacrament of Reconciliation 

14th SCA - Parents  & Friends AGM 7.30pm 

29th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

 

DECEMBER 
15th Graduation Mass 12.00pm 

16th End of Term 4 

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Celebration—Parents 

25th Christmas Day 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This week’s presentation from The Resilience Project focuses on Gratitude.  

Gratitude is paying attention to the things that we have right now, and not worrying 

about what we don’t have. We practise this by noticing the positives that exist around 

us. 

 

Research shows that practicing gratitude rewires our brains to overcome the negativity bias 

(which can lead to anxiety and depression) and see the world for what we are thankful for. It is 

also shown to broaden thinking, and increase physical health through improved sleep and atti-

tude to exercise.  

View Part 2 of the series here - Gratitude https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-

carer-hub-hugh/ 

There are many ways in which you can practise gratitude, including starting a Wellbeing Jour-

nal. In the image below are a few ideas to get started. 

Source: Psychology Today 

For mental health resources and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support 

Page. 

I hope you find the information contained within these links useful.  

 

Regards, 

Peter Sist 

Deputy Principal  

Learning Diversity and Wellbeing Leader 

 

STUDENT WELLBEING 

PETER PAN JR 

 

Peter Pan Jr is seeking your assistance! 

We would love parent help with the organisation of costumes 

and props for our upcoming production, however spots will be 

limited. Any meetings will be held on Monday or Tuesday 

nights.  

We would also love to hear from you if you or someone you 

know is involved in printing to assist with our program book-

lets or would be interested in sponsoring the production.  

Please email Tayla Bolzon at  

tbolzon@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/product/6-month-my-resilience-project-journal/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/product/6-month-my-resilience-project-journal/
https://554281fcbc6d2273833bedee1b3f0a65.tinyemails.com/1652144760314/71592299d196be609fb04549042dc2c1/b0949b39459da94a45428b3313eedd99.html
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
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BOOK FAIR 
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MINI VINNIES 

Hello St Thomas Community and Parish,  

My name is Eloise, I am 11 years old and I am in Year 6. I am part of our Mini Vinnies group. We 

are trying to help the homeless people by making little toiletry bags containing: 

 

• Mini toothpaste 

• Mini wet wipes 

• Mini tissues 

• Comb 

• Toothbrush 

• Mini hand sanitiser 

 

We will give these to St. Vincent de Paul to hand out at their food vans.  

Any donations would be highly appreciated but if you are unable to donate that is ok. Donations 

can be left in the box in the office. If you require any further information, please email Mrs. Sholly 

at rsholly@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au 

Eloise 

5/6PM 

SCA NEWS 

Thank you to the wonderful group of Mums who 

helped out at the Mother’s Day stall last Friday. 

Special thanks goes to: 

Louise Hoey                                Lucia Parente 

Alicia Burchfield                        Carla Primiano 

Grace Cali                                   Danielle Romeo 

Erin Kefalas                                Benita Morello 

Jayde Bishop                               Kristy Bellis 

Daniella Chapkoun                     Katie Byrnes 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2022 

St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 

2022. Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 1.  So far our students have 

read 443 books since the challenge began! There are 115 days left before the Challenge fin-

ishes on the 2nd of September.  Thanks to the students who are already participating and   

pursuing their love of reading.  

Congratulations to the following students who have completed  the challenge already and will    

receive a Premier’s Reading Challenge pin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Forty one students are already participating in the challenge. There is still plenty of time to participate 
and complete the challenge and we would like to beat last year's total of 898 books! 
Participating students are below:  

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

 

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.   

Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and 

class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term or if you have any 

questions. 

Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK 

Erik B 5/6DH 

Alexis B PJP 

Ava P 5/6DH 

Amy M 2LG 

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
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Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 

 

Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 

 

Click on - Register and log on 

Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application 

Click onto student sign in 

Click onto -  VPRC login 

Put in username and password 

 

The website has all the information on how to access the challenge and register your reading. 

You should be able to find many suitable books in your school or local library. You may have 

books at home that you can add to your children’s reading lists. Remember too that you can 

add books that are not listed on the Challenge book list – these can be added as personal 

choice books. 

 If you have difficulty accessing books here are some more online resources. 

 

 

1. Storybox: 

https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login 

Username: stthom@s 

 Password: stthom@s2020 

  

2. Storyline online  

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

  

3. Youtube kids read alouds 

https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%

27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-

GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chr

ome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on 

 

Happy reading! 

 

Libby Oliver  

Literacy Coordinator 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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AWARDS 
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ST THOMAS  HAWKS NEWS 


