ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 08 26th May. 2022

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
We certainly have had some exquisite weather this week (until today) with crisp mornings and
beautiful sunny afternoons. Next week we move into winter. With a new federal government now
elected, we are hopeful that the support of Catholic schools will continue to improve.

PARENT MATHS WORKSHOP
Next Monday the 30th of May, commencing at 7.00pm, Michael Ymer will be presenting a Maths
evening for parents here in the school library. Michael has been working with our staff since last
year to assist them in their delivery of mathematics. It will be an enjoyable, informative and interactive session. Bookings are still available, please register you intention to attend using this link
provided http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/hqa78
We look forward to seeing many of you there for a very enjoyable and informative evening.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME SESSIONS
On Tuesday we held our first pre-schoolers story time session here in the library. Two of our
parents, Jade S and Susan S read stories to our first group of pre-schoolers who are future prep
students of St Thomas. The session was very well received. These sessions will continue every
second Tuesday for the remainder of this term. We openly invite other pre-schoolers to join us in
future sessions. Tell your friends and family! To book in an upcoming storytime session, you can
use the following link https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/book/step1?z=2k6fEi

A huge thank you to Jade and Susan for their time.
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
To celebrate this very significant day next Friday the 3rd of
June, the whole school will be outdoors in the morning,
cleaning up various sites around the local area. Nillumbik
Council are working with the school on this and they will
be providing the gloves and the bags for rubbish to be
collected. We will need parents helpers on the day, so if
you have a current Working with Children Check and are
keen to help, please stay tuned for more information on
Compass and Class Dojo in the coming days.

CROSS COUNTRY
Next Wednesday at Bundoora Park, fifteen of our students will be competing in the Nillumbik
Division Cross Country competition. These children qualified for this competition by placing in
the top ten in their respective age groups at our district event. Well Done to Leila A, Michael B,
Noah C, Adam F, Ethan H, Rye H, Ciara J, Jacob K, Daniel L, Imogen M, William P, Chiara R,
Ariana R, Emily S and Adriano V. They have continued to train hard and we wish them all the
best for next week.

David Delaney
Principal

SORRY DAY CEREMONY
Today the school leaders attended and participated in a ‘Sorry Day’ ceremony in Eltham. Richie
Williams started the ceremony by playing a tune from the didgeridoo. Then Uncle Ian spoke
about how the Wurundjeri people got their name. He explained how the children were taken
away from their families at a young age. Students from different schools made statements about
the traditional owners of the land. Indie, from CLC, spoke about how she is a Fire Carrier and
about what Fire Carriers do. She also spoke about how we can help spread the word with our
families and friends. Ollie and her mum, of aboriginal descent, read a poem about our land, sea,
air and fire. Soon, we went on a walk with hands as our guide. We walked under smoke as that
is a belief of healing for the Indigenous people.
Erik B and Ciara J
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LEARNING AND TEACHING

Grandparents and Special Friends Day - Monday 6th June
We look forward to welcoming students’ grandparents and special friends to school on Monday 6th
June. We will commence with an afternoon tea hosted by our student leaders in the gymnasium at
1.30pm. This will be followed by activities in classrooms (starting at 2pm) in family groups so
grandparents/special friends will have their grandchildren together in the one classroom. The
book fair will also be open in the library should grandparents/special friends wish to visit.
Semester 1 Reports
The teachers are in the beginning stages of assessing and writing student reports for Semester 1.
These reports will be released on Compass at 1.30pm on the last day of Term 2. Goal setting conferences will be held in the first week of term 3 on Wednesday 14th July. Classes will conclude at
1pm on that day when students will be dismissed.
Homework Policy Review
On the back of remote learning and the challenges that parents have had to overcome with isolation and supporting students at home, we have decided to take this opportunity to begin a review
of the school’s homework policy.
At St Thomas the Apostle Primary School we believe that homework is a valuable tool in a student’s learning. It develops a positive link between school and home and informs parents of school
curriculum and student development. Homework reinforces important concepts and develops positive study habits and time management skills.
There will be an opportunity for parents, teachers and students to provide feedback and input into
the revised policy. Here is a link to the current policy for easy access - Homework Policy
Literacy Professional Learning
On Monday’s closure day the staff all engaged in professional learning with a focus on the teaching of reading. We are in the process of formulating a definition of reading for our students, which
we will share with you in draft form for feedback in the coming weeks. Staff explored the literacy
learning progressions on the day and are formulating a scope and sequence for the teaching of vocabulary which is one of the pillars of reading. We are very lucky to have the support of Dr Nives
Nibali working with us in this journey and we look forward to sharing the outcome of this work
with you in the near future.

Tess Dwyer
Learning & Teaching/ Deputy Principal
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STUDENT WELLBEING
Dear Parents and Carers,
I trust this correspondence finds you all safe and well.
This next presentation from The Resilience Project is all about Empathy and Kindness.
Empathy is our ability to put ourselves in the shoes of others to feel and see what they
do. We practise this through being kind and compassionate towards other people.
Brain imaging data shows that being kind to others registers in the brain as more like eating
chocolate than like fulfilling an obligation to do what’s right (e.g., eating brussel sprouts)!
Research shows that practicing empathy, such as performing acts of kindness, taps into our
brain’s ‘mirror neurons’, builds compassion and our behaviour becomes more social and community-based.
View Part 3 of the series here - Empathy https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-andcarer-hub-hugh/
Here’s an activity to practise empathy and kindness:
1. Reflect on someone in your life who could benefit from an act of kindness today. It could be
a friend who would love some affirmation about their work, your pet who deserves an extra
treat, or a family member who would love a phone call or text message.
2. Make a plan for who you are going to show an act of kindness to, and what you are going to
do.
3. If you want to add accountability to your plan, share it with someone else and encourage
them to do the same thing.
4.Follow up with each other in a few days time, to ask how it went!
Sources: Psychology Today, UC Berkeley, Greater Good Science
For mental health resources and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support
Page.

Kind regards,
Peter Sist
Deputy Principal
Wellbeing Leader
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R.E LEADERS UPDATE
This term we are focusing on caring for the environment and sustainability. Each year level is
learning about God's creation and how to care for the things he has created.
The 5/6 year level has been talking about climate change and how our actions can take a toll on
the environment. We have been learning different ways to care for God's creation. Something
that we have been doing for many years is each week every class will go out and pick up rubbish
from their designated area so the school isn't full of rubbish and doesn’t hurt any of God's creation.
The Laudato Si was a letter that was written by Pope Francis to all Catholics asking them to
care for our creation. In the letter the pope said, “the world is full of beauty and wonder and is a
place for everyone to enjoy.” Pope Francis asked people to talk about how to help global issues
around our world. Our Earth has never been so badly treated and sick. We have all taken more
than we need, and we are treating the Earth like we can always take more from it, which we certainly shouldn’t. Every day we are unfortunately polluting the earth more and more. But we can
help and we can make a difference.
Throughout the rest of the term, we look forward to joining in
other sustainability activities such as world environment day
on Friday 3rd June, when the whole school will be cleaning up
our local area. We hope you can join us.
Your RE Captains - Alyssa, Ava, Clara, Coco and Eloise

PETER PAN JR
Rehearsals for our Peter Pan Jr production begin next week and classes will be rehearsing at the
times listed below. Students will be rehearsing in class groups for Term 2 and performing in
surname groups of A-J and K-Z. We look forward to beginning our rehearsals as a whole school.
Tayla Bolzon
Production Director
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MINNIE VINNIES NEWS
Hello everyone,
Just an update on the very busy Mini Vinnies. At the moment we are organising toiletry bags for
homeless people. The bags will be given out at the St.Vincent de Pauls food vans.
The Mini Vinnies students have been writing letters and giving them to local supermarkets, asking
for donations of the particular items for the bags.
I am delighted with the amount of toiletries we have received so far from our St.Thomas families.
We have had items dropped off at the office as well as bags of toiletries from the Sapasovski and
Tame families. Thankyou so much. We have also received a $50 voucher from Woolworths in
St.Helena. Thankyou to Woolworths and to Olivia and her family for dropping off a letter to the
manager and explaining what we are doing. A very generous offer.
With that money and the donations we have received, we have started putting some bags together.
We will continue with this project throughout the year so please drop any donations off at the office
(toothbrush, small soap, small toothpaste, small comb, small packet of wet ones and/or tissues).
We have also begun the St. Vincent de Paul's Winter
Appeal. Each child has been asked to bring one particular
food item. The St. Vincent de Paul's charity are always
extremely grateful for our assistance with this, and your
continued support and generosity.
It will be collected by your child's teacher to put in a
basket and given to a family
experiencing hardship at
this time.
Thankyou for your continued
support with this and thank you
Mini Vinnies, for your great work.
Robyn Sholly

MICHAEL YMER VISITS
Last Week Michael Ymer came to visit our school. He is a renowned Mathematics Consultant who
is working at our school this year, He was demonstrating Mathematics lessons in classrooms,
showing how to teach engaging, multi-leveled problem solving mathematics activities. The students loved his lessons and the teachers gained further insights on the many ways to teach mathematics. Michael Ymer will be holding a Parent information night on how to help your child at
home with Mathematics on Monday the 30th of May at 7:00pm.. Don't miss this enjoyable night of
interactive Mathematics fun!
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MATHS WORKSHOP WITH MICHAEL YMER

Maths For Parents!
St Thomas the Apostle Greensborough

Monday 30th May

7.00-8.30 pm

Presenter: Michael Ymer
Michael is a specialist mathematics consultant from Melbourne, Australia. He is
involved in many Professional Development programs in schools across Australia
and Asia.
Michael is an enthusiastic and entertaining presenter who has a clear and practical approach
to the challenges that confront schools and parents in mathematics.
On this evening Michael will address the following:
•

How can I help my child become an efficient problem solver?

•

What is my child learning in Mathematics?

•

How do children best learn mathematics?

•

How can parents promote quality thinking and learning?

•

How can I help my child in mathematics?

This evening is highly recommended for all parents, regardless of your child’s age or ability,
as it will help you understand the teaching of mathematics in schools today and offer strategies and ideas to help you support your young mathematicians.
Michael and our staff are looking forward to working with you on this evening. Please register
your intention to attend via this link - http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/hqa78
Regards,
Mary Papworth
Numeracy Leader
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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2022 DIARY DATES
OCTOBER

MAY
26th

Feast of the Ascension Mass 9.15am
30th Michael Ymer Maths Workshop 7-8.30pm
31st SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)

JUNE
3rd
6th
9th
14th
22nd
24th

Book Fair Viewing
Book Fair Sales from 6th - 10th June
8.15am-8.45am & 3.15-4pm
Grandparents Day 1.30pm-3.30pm
Prep Excursion to Bundoora Farm
Year 1/2 excursion to CERES
Queens Birthday
Northern Metropolitan Regional Cross
Country
St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am
End of Term 2. Students finish 1.00pm

JULY
11th Term 3 commences
SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm

AUGUST
2nd
3rd
8th
11th
12th
16th
22nd
29th

SAC Meeting 7.00pm
Eltham District Athletics
SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm
Staff Conference
Staff Conference
SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
Book Week 22nd - 26th August
SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm

3rd
12th
15th
16th
26th
27th
28th
31st

Term 4 Commences
SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm
Northern Regional Athletics
Reconciliation Faith Night 5.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm
Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 6.00pm
Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 10.30am
Year 5/6 Camp
Year 5/6 Camp
Year 5/6 Camp
School Closure Day - Report Writing

NOVEMBER
1st Melbourne Cup Day
2nd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
3rd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
16th Sacrament of Reconciliation
14th SCA - Parents & Friends AGM 7.30pm
29th SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
DECEMBER
15th Graduation Mass 12.00pm
16th End of Term 4
Students finish at 1.00pm
Year 6 Celebration—Parents
25th Christmas Day

SEPTEMBER
2nd
4th
5th
6th
8th
13th
16th

Fathers Day Breakfast
Father’s Day
School Production @ Loyola College A-J
School Production @ Loyola College K-Z
Nillumbik Division Athletics
SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
Footy Day
End of Term 3.

Please check diary dates regularly.
New dates will be added as activities and
bookings become confirmed dates.

Students finish at 1.00pm
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YEAR 5/6 SCIENCE INCURSION
Last week our Year 5/6 students explored how natural disasters occur and learned about the
forces that control our planet’s geography. They investigated the water cycle, tornadoes, earth’s
spin, tectonic plates, and model volcanic activity under the water. This incursion challenged our
students to think about how sudden geological changes can affect the earth’s surface. Students
were guided through each step, prompting students to predict, observe and reflect on each activity.
This incursion was a great springboard for our students to begin to consider an area of interest
relating to Climate Change. They are now very keen to find out more and consider what we can do
to slow this process down and care for the earth for their future.

OLMC PRODUCTION
Last week the Grade Five group were lucky enough to attend the Matilda Musical at OLMC. The
production was good because all the singing and dancing was outstanding. All the props were built
amazingly by the students and it looked exactly like the movie settings. My favourite setting was
the library because there was so much detail and Matilda would tell the librarian stories. It was
fun to see all the drawings the other kids had done and who had won the colouring contest. The
Seesaw was really cool because it was a four way seesaw and people went on it throughout the
performance. We thought it might break but it didn't, plus it went to the beat of the music. Overall
the production was amazing.
Caprice F & Amelia G

SCA NEWS
Stay tuned for more information in the coming week
regarding the return of Hot Food Fridays.
The calendar date for the SCA Breakfast has been
postponed to later in the school year, with a new date to
be announced.
We look forward to this fun morning going ahead later in
the year.
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SUSTAINABILITY NEWS

Do you know what happened
to our old school uniforms?

They were given to a charity called Kids Off The Kerb,
in Thomastown. This company gives disadvantaged
youth work.

Some of the uniforms were cut up into tiny pieces.

These pieces were used as the
stuffing inside punching bags
and car seats.

The uniforms that were in good condition will
be sent overseas to children who can’t afford
Uniforms.

Thank you to our Sustainability parents, Diana
Zerrillo and Megan Agar for sourcing this idea
and to Miss Bolzon for assisting with this
initiative.

Ava Parkinson & Phoenix Filippone
Student Sustainability Leaders
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LIBRARY NEWS/ BOOK FAIR

The Library is beginning to transform
and prepare for Book Week. The classes
will be visiting the Book Fair next week
to view the book display and create a
wish list. We are very excited to welcome
this event back to our school after a
couple of years of not being able to do so.
Come along and support our Fair. There
will be lots of books, gift packs, posters
and stationary available for all.
All Book Fair open times are listed
below.

Michelle Caruana
Library Technician
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2022
St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2022.
Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 1. So far our students have read 872
books since the challenge began! There are 101 days left before the Challenge finishes on the 2nd
of September. Thanks to the students who are already participating and pursuing their love of
reading.
Congratulations to the following students who have completed the challenge already and will receive a
Premier’s Reading Challenge pin:
Erik B 5/6DH

Milana L 5/6DH

Alexis B PJP

Eliza M 5/6DH

Ava P 5/6DH

Aiden H 5/6TB

Amy M 2LG

Aaron G 3/4SB

Eighty four students are already participating in the challenge. There is still plenty of time to participate
and complete the challenge and we would like to beat last year's total of 898 books!
Participating students are below:
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term or if you have any questions.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions

about how to log on and participate are below:

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
•
•
•
•
•

Click on - Register and log on
Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application
Click onto student sign in
Click onto - VPRC login
Put in username and password

The website has all the information on how to access the challenge and register your reading.
You should be able to find many suitable books in your school or local library. You may have books at
home that you can add to your children’s reading lists. Remember too that you can add books that are
not listed on the Challenge book list – these can be added as personal choice books.
If you have difficulty accessing books here are some more online resources.

1. Storybox:
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Username: stthom@s
Password: stthom@s2020
2. Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?
q=you+tube+children%
27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=c
hrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=
UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on

Happy reading!
Libby Oliver
Literacy Coordinator
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AWARDS
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BIRTHDAYS

GOLD PINS
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ST THOMAS HAWKS NEWS
Now Open Registration Spring 2022
Registration Dates: 24 May 2021 to 18 June 2021
th

th

Competition Dates: 16 July 2021 to 18 December 2022
th

th

REGISTRATION FEES
Early bird: Registrations 24th May to Midnight, Sunday 5th June 2022
$250 Player One
(9% discount for subsequent children)
If you are registering a 4th player please use this discount code D97F23DD.

Late registrations: Monday 6th June 2022 to 18th June 2022, fees will increase to:
$260 Player One
(9% discount for subsequent children)
If you are registering a 4th player please use this discount code CCD35B61
Link to registration to PlayHQ
https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/register/15b3db
If you have any issues with the link please email registration@stthomasbc.com.au
Payment plans are available. Plans arranged before 5pm, Sunday 5th June 2022 will be honoured at the
early bird rate. To make arrangements for a payment plan please email Cassie Wilson
president@stthomasbc.com.au

All communication will be confidential.
New Players
If this is your first time playing at the club, please forward copy of your child’s birth certificate to
registration@stthomasbc.com.au
Uniforms
Nadia Bradbury is our uniform co-ordinator if you have any questions, please contact Nadia.
Mobile: 0415 801 223
email: hello@ossoco.com

Please find link to uniform ordering - www.impactsports.com.au/club/st-thomas/

https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc
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