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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

 

251 Diamond Creek Road 

Greensborough North, 3088 

Telephone:  9434 4565 

                                     

No 09 9th June, 2022 

 

Dear Families, 

Our School Vision :  Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are                                                                 

inspired to make a positive difference to our world. 

After missing the last couple of years, the Book 

Fair has certainly bounced back. Sales have been 

very strong, especially on the Grandparents and 

Special Friends Day. It is wonderful to see the 

excitement and enjoyment on the children’s faces 

as they purchase their books. This is all possible 

due to the hard work and enthusiasm of Michelle 

Caruana and the staff who support her in this 

venture. A big thank you to you, Michelle!  

Winter has certainly arrived with cold and wet conditions throughout the week. The children should 

have all items of clothing clearly labelled. There are a large number of unlabelled uniform items ap-

pearing in lost property very often, as children remove their layers during the day.  

Illness is very prevalent within our school community at the moment, with sixty-one children absent 

today due to illness. Flu, gastro and COVID are very common and contagious, so if your child has 

any symptoms, please keep them home. The school is still regularly sending home RAT tests which 

we kindly request you use if you have any symptoms in your family.  

BOOK FAIR 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME 

On Tuesday we had seven pre-schoolers attending our          

Storytime session. Jade and Susan thoroughly engaged and 

entertained the pre-schoolers with a story and an activity. This 

will continue on Tuesday in the last week of term.  
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GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY 

Last Monday afternoon was a very special afternoon. 

The gymnasium was full of grandparents and special 

family friends coming to visit their loved ones. The 

school leaders were terrific as they waitered on our 

guests and showed them to the classrooms. The     

children were so excited to have these special people 

visit and share some special activities together. It 

was a great success and we can’t wait to have our 

Grandparents and special visitors back again next 

year. 
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CROSS COUNTRY 

Today fourteen children represented our school in the District Cross Country at Bundoora Park. 

After all the rain we’ve had, the conditions were difficult and the children all tried their best. 

They were supported by many parents attending which was great to see. 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY  

Last Friday the whole school was distributed to various reserves and parklands around the 

neighbourhood for a clean up. It was a very successful operation and an eye-opener to the      

children to see how much rubbish is dumped. Thanks to the many parents who came along and 

ensured the children were safe at all times. 

These were the results of our very successful clean up in the local area: 

Landfill– 18kg 

Metal– 12.3kg 

Wood– 0.4kg 

Glass– 5.5kg 

Hard Plastic– 2.7kg 

TOTAL– 38.9kg 
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David Delaney 

Principal 

QUEENS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

A reminder that school will be closed this coming Monday the 13th of June for the Queen’s   

Birthday public holiday. Wishing you all an enjoyable long weekend with your families.  

SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

Peter Pan Jr rehearsals continued this week on Monday and classroom teachers are following up 

with additional rehearsals over the next few weeks. The children in the main cast are genuinely 

excited by the performance and love the rehearsing. Thank you to Miss Bolzon for her continual 

hard work and dedication to the perfection of the performances.  

CONGRATULATIONS FRANCINE 

Congratulations to Francine and the Power Family on becoming a Nanny for the first time. We are 

looking forward to hearing all about Baby Henry on your return.  

HOT FOOD FRIDAYS 

Starting tomorrow and continuing next Friday the SCA is providing hot food for the children to 

purchase for their lunch. With this week's weather, a hot meal will be a terrific treat to look     

forward to. Thank you to the small band of parents who have volunteered their time to assist in 

this operation.  

FUNDRAISER– LIFE SAVING POPCORN 

LIFE SAVING POPCORN 

On the 16th of June there will be a popcorn fundraiser at school. All 

proceeds go to the WWF to help protect endangered animals.  

By buying popcorn you will be helping to save animals such as koalas, 

elephants, pandas, tigers and more. Their lives are at risk, and they are 

on the verge of no longer living. It is up to us to save them! 

It will be run by Addi H, Emily T and friends.  

The bags are nut free and will be sold for $2.  

Help us save these incredible species! 

EXCURSIONS 

Today the school yard was very different with our Prep - Two classes all out on excursions. The 

Preps were at Bundoora Park Farm and our Year One and Two’s at CERES in Brunswick. I’m sure 

they all had a fantastic experience. We look forward to sharing their experiences and photos in next 

fortnights newsletter.  
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As the term is drawing to a close, teachers are busily finalising student reports which will provide 

a snapshot of your child’s achievements throughout this first semester of 2022. Reports will be   

distributed via Compass on the last day of term. We encourage you to read through these with 

your child so that you can celebrate their achievements with them and discuss any areas for im-

provement.  

 

We realise that some families have some difficulty in accessing Compass so we would love to as-

sist you with this. We have organised a Q & A support session with a member of staff and the 

Compass team who will be able to assist you with accessing Compass on your mobile device as 

well as through a web browser on a laptop. We invite you to attend in person on Thursday 23rd 

June at 9am in the STEAM Room. Please register your interest and any questions you have about 

using Compass via this link http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/xcsky  

 

We realise that sometimes notifications can interrupt your day, however Compass is our platform 

for whole school communication. We highly encourage everyone to ensure notifications are turned 

on for Compass. We will try to keep notifications to a minimum and ensure that essential infor-

mation is communicated in a timely manner.  

 

Homework Policy - Your Input is Requested 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, it is time to review our school Homework Policy. We would 

love your input, so we have designed a short survey to gain a fuller understanding of a parent’s 

perspective of homework. The results of this survey when combined with both staff and student 

input will inform our future direction regarding this controversial topic. The survey window will 

close at the end of the term. Here is a link to provide your feedback and suggestions -  

https://forms.gle/qiGCkWKv5HjfUqSW9 

Tess Dwyer 

Learning & Teaching/ Deputy Principal 

LEARNING AND TEACHING  

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION 

St Thomas Feast Day 

This year we are celebrating the feast of St Thomas the 

Apostle during the last week of this term. All the stu-

dents will be treated to an incursion led by Andrew 

Chinn from Butterfly Music on Tuesday 21st June. 

This will culminate in a whole school concert which will 

be held in the gymnasium and we encourage families to 

join us for this at 2.30pm for an entertaining afternoon 

performance.  

 

We will also finish the school term with a mass on    

Friday 24th June at 9.15am. We would love our school 

community to join us for this special occasion.  

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/xcsky
https://forms.gle/qiGCkWKv5HjfUqSW9
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I trust this correspondence finds you all safe and well! 

 

This week’s message from The Resilience Project is all about Mindfulness.   

Mindfulness is our ability to be calm and present at any given moment. We practise 

this by slowing down and concentrating on one thing at a time. 

  

Thousands of studies have proven benefits include reduced stress, reduced rumination, increased 

memory, increased cognitive function and physical health benefits through improved immunity. 

  

View Part 4 of the series here - Mindulness  

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/ 

Mindfulness can be practised through meditation, yoga, flow-states and daily activities such as 

cooking. I’m sure you’ll think of lots more! 

  

Source: UC Berkeley, Greater Good Science, American Psychological Association 

For mental health resources and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support 

Page. 

Kind regards, 

 

Peter Sist 

Deputy Principal 

Wellbeing Leader 

 

STUDENT WELLBEING 

Reconciliation Week  

 

We would like to congratulate all students who submitted their entry for our whole school      

awareness raising activity completed last week. Come and see all of the entries including the 

winning entries submitted by Elissa C, Allegra P and Phoenix F. We had some very good    

quality entries which made judging an extremely challenging task.  

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/
https://554281fcbc6d2273833bedee1b3f0a65.tinyemails.com/1654640180049/2028ad840beec3020707b0f170828d86/255f2fe90f768de562d6e830f366a029.html
https://554281fcbc6d2273833bedee1b3f0a65.tinyemails.com/1654640180049/2028ad840beec3020707b0f170828d86/3a3e46076fc856be6010c572f6708e70.html
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
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2022 DIARY DATES  

 

 

JUNE 
9th    Prep Excursion to Bundoora Farm 

           Year 1/2 excursion to CERES 

13th Queens Birthday  

22nd  Northern Metropolitan Regional Cross 

 Country 

21st  Andrew Chinn incursion  

24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am  

 End of Term 2. Students finish 1.00pm 

 

 

JULY 
11th  Term 3 commences 

 SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

 

 

AUGUST 
2nd SAC Meeting 7.00pm 

3rd Eltham District Athletics 

8th SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

11th   Staff Conference 

12th Staff Conference 

16th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

22nd Book Week  22nd - 26th August 

29th SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 
2nd  Fathers Day Breakfast 

4th Father’s Day 

5th School Production @ Loyola College A-J 

6th School Production @ Loyola College K-Z 

8th Nillumbik Division Athletics 

13th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

16th Footy Day 

 End of Term 3.  

 Students finish at 1.00pm        

Please check diary dates regularly.  

New dates will be added as activities and                      

bookings  become confirmed dates. 

 

OCTOBER 
3rd  Term 4 Commences 

 SCA - Parents  & Friends Meeting 7.30pm 

12th Northern Regional Athletics 

 Reconciliation Faith Night 5.30pm 

 Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm 

15th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 6.00pm 

16th Reconciliation Commitment  

 Mass 10.30am 

26th Year 5/6 Camp 

27th Year 5/6 Camp 

28th Year 5/6 Camp 

31st School Closure Day - Report Writing  

 

NOVEMBER 

1st Melbourne Cup Day 

2nd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross 

3rd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross 

16th Sacrament of Reconciliation 

14th SCA - Parents  & Friends AGM 7.30pm 

29th SAC 7.00pm  (ZOOM)  

 

DECEMBER 
15th Graduation Mass 12.00pm 

16th End of Term 4 

 Students finish at 1.00pm 

 Year 6 Celebration—Parents 

25th Christmas Day 

 

 

PARISH LEVY REMINDER 

Thank you to all the families that have paid their Parish Levy for 2022.  

If you wish to pay your Parish Levy by EFTPOS or Credit Card, this can 

be done by visiting the Parish Office at School Reception between 8am and 

3.15pm Tuesday to Friday.  

Lisa Leahy                                                                                                   

Parish Secretary 
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MATHS WORKSHOP WITH MICHAEL YMER 

 

On Monday the 31st of May, Michael Ymer presented a Mathematics Parent Information night 

at St Thomas the Apostle. Michael is a widely acclaimed Mathematics Consultant that has been 

working with the teachers at St Thomas this year. He has been demonstrating engaging     

mathematics lessons in classrooms, covering a number of areas in the Mathematics Curriculum. 

 

Thank you to all the parents that attended on a very cold and rainy night. Everyone enjoyed 

Michael’s entertaining presentation and learnt a lot about how Math is taught today in the 

classroom and what you can do at home to promote mathematics with your children. 

 

Mary Papworth  

 Mathematics Leader 
 

“Thanks so much for Monday night, I found it extremely helpful & surprisingly fun. He was very 

engaging & funny which I think made it more enjoyable. As a parent who has only experienced 

teaching from a student perspective (many years ago!!), I found his ability to explain why stu-

dents are taught maths the way they are now, which is so different to how we were taught, the 

most beneficial. It has made me look at my own childrens' learning method very differently, 

which I think is a great thing!! “ 

From Susan  
 

“I am so glad I attended the Maths night. I found Michael to be very engaging and funny and 

real.  I have taken the information on board and moving forward I will be doing the following:  

• Replacing any die I have at home with dots with a numbered dice 0-9 

• Playing the math games with the kids 

• Encouraging the boys to participate in more of the daily household tasks i.e setting times on 

the microwave, timing their showers, following instruction manuals 

• Encourage more independence and lateral thinking  

• With Alex, I will be focusing more on the numbers 1-9 and not “correcting” his homework as 

such, but just let him discover and explore.  

Thank you for organising this wonderful night” 

From Lidia  
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MINNIE VINNIES NEWS 

Dear St.Thomas Community, 

Thankyou on behalf of the Mini Vinnies for your generosity 

once again, in supplying the food donations for the Winter 

appeal. The baskets are filling up and some are ready to be 

distributed to families in need. Please remember to bring in 

the food donations as soon as possible so we can fill the    

baskets and send them off to the St.Vincent dePauls charity. 

We are also still collecting items for the toiletry bags for the 

homeless, so if you can add any of the items below to your 

shopping list that would also be appreciated. I am so proud 

to be a part of a school that goes above and beyond to help 

those less fortunate. 

   

Thankyou again, 

Robyn Sholly, Libby Oliver and the Mini Vinnies. 

Toiletry bag items: (small) toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, tissues, wet wipes. 

A BIG THANKYOU TO EVERYONE…This year’s Book Fair was a huge success. We still have 

one day to go so come along, buy a book and support the Fair.    

It was wonderful to see so many families coming along to the Library to support and purchase 

books. We had one of the children’s most loved Sesame Street characters ‘Elmo’ visit the Book 

Fair on Monday and Wednesday and even made a visit to the Junior building. The children were 

thrilled to see him and the looks on their faces were priceless. Thanks to all the Grandparents 

that visited the Book Fair/Library on  Monday not only to purchase a book or two for their   

grandchildren, but also to encourage them to read.   

All monies raised goes towards rewards/commission which allows us to purchase lots of new 

books for the library.  

The raffle will be drawn tomorrow (Friday) and prizes will be given out at next week's assembly. 

Thanks again for all your support. 

Michelle Caruana 

LIBRARY NEWS/ BOOK FAIR 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2022 

 
St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2022. 
Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 1.  So far our students have read 1098 
books since the challenge began! This has beaten last year's total already. There are 87 days left    
before the Challenge finishes on the 2nd of September. Thanks to the students who are already 
participating and pursuing their love of reading. It is great to see students buying lots of books from the 
Book Fair.  These can be added to your Reading challenge list as well.  
Congratulations to the following students who have completed  the challenge already and will receive a 
Premier’s Reading Challenge pin. There are only a few pins left to be given out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ninety-two students are already participating in the challenge. There is still plenty of time to participate 
and complete the challenge Participating students are below:   
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.   
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au  with your child’s full name and 
class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term or if you have any ques-
tions. 

Eg -   Libby Oliver 3/4KK 
 
 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below: 
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 

• Click on - Register and log on 

• Click onto -  Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application 

• Click onto student sign in 

• Click onto -  VPRC login 

• Put in username and password 
 
The website has all the information on how to access the challenge and register your reading. 
You should be able to find many suitable books in your school or local library. You may have books at 
home that you can add to your children’s reading lists. Remember too that you can add books that are 
not listed on the Challenge book list – these can be added as personal choice books. 
 If you have difficulty accessing books here are some more online resources. 
 
 

1. Storybox: 
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login 

Username: stthom@s 
 Password: stthom@s2020 
  
2. Storyline online  
https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

  
3. Youtube kids read alouds 
https://www.google.com/search?
q=you+tube+children%
27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-
GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=c
hrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=
UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on 

  
  
Happy reading! 
 
Libby Oliver  
Literacy Coordinator 

mailto:loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

BIRTHDAYS 

During Week 8 music lessons, parents of students participating in the Instrumental Music Program 

are invited to attend the lesson at school if they choose. This is a great opportunity to meet your 

child’s teacher and share in the progress they have made this semester. Parents can sign in at 

school reception and visit the Music Room at the time of the usual weekly lesson. If you require   

assistance confirming your child’s lesson time, you can contact Manhattan Music at                     

manhattanmusic@bigpond.com 

New music lesson enrolments for Term 3 are now open. If you wish to enrol your child to learn an           

instrument at school, you can fill out the form using the Google Form link provided or pick up a   

paper enrolment form at the school office. 

 

https://forms.gle/qW2Gm4EEcCrvkxsJ9 

 

SCA NEWS  

Hot Food Fridays are BACK!  

Hot Food Friday will be on again next week. A 

reminder that all orders are to be placed using 

the QKR! App and close on Wednesday at 

8pm.  

Colour Run Prizes 

We are still waiting on a few prizes to be      

delivered. We expect all prizes to go out to 

children late June/early July. We thank you 

for your patience! 

https://forms.gle/qW2Gm4EEcCrvkxsJ9
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AWARDS 
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ST THOMAS HAWKS NEWS 

 Don’t Forget - Registration Spring 2022 St Thomas Hawks  

Registration Dates:  24th May 2021 to 18th June 2021 

Competition Dates: 16th July 2021 to 18th December 2022 

REGISTRATION FEES 

Monday 6th June 2022 to 18th June 2022: 

$260 Player One 

(9% discount for subsequent children) 

3rd Player use discount code E7CB7285 

4th player please use this discount code D97F23DD. 

Link to registration to PlayHQ 

https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/register/15b3db 

If you have any issues with the link please email registration@stthomasbc.com.au 

Payment plans are available. Plans arranged before 5pm, Sunday 5th June 2022 will be honoured at the early 

bird rate. To make arrangements for a payment plan please email Cassie Wilson presi-

dent@stthomasbc.com.au all communication will be confidential.  

New Players  

If this is your first time playing at the club, please forward copy of your child’s birth certificate to - registra-

tion@stthomasbc.com.au  

Uniforms 

Nadia Bradbury is our uniform co-ordinator if you have any questions, please contact Nadia. 

Mobile:  0415 801 223 

email: hello@ossoco.com 

Please find link to uniform ordering - www.impactsports.com.au/club/st-thomas/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc 

https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/register/15b3db
mailto:registration@stthomasbc.com.au
mailto:president@stthomasbc.com.au
mailto:president@stthomasbc.com.au
mailto:registration@stthomasbc.com.au
mailto:registration@stthomasbc.com.au
http://www.impactsports.com.au/club/st-thomas/
https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc

