ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
251 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North, 3088

Telephone: 9434 4565

No 10 23rd June, 2022

Our School Vision : Guided by the Spirit we empower a community of excellence and life-long learners who are
inspired to make a positive difference to our world.

Dear Families,
Term Two is coming to a close tomorrow at 1 pm and it has been a wonderful semester with
consistent in school learning for the first half of the year. Please take the opportunity during the
break to rest up and have quality family time.

ANDREW CHINN INCURSION
On Tuesday, the whole school was thoroughly engaged and entertained with Andrew Chinn, a
musician that specialises in fun liturgical songs and actions. The day finished with a whole
school concert which a number of parents were able to attend. He has been here in the past and
his visits are always worthwhile. It was wonderful to see the smiles and hear the laughter
coming from the gymnasium. The students enjoyed a fantastic day!

ST THOMAS FEAST DAY MASS
You are all welcome to join us as we celebrate the Feast of St Thomas the Apostle at Mass
tomorrow at 11.45 am. The actual feast day falls during the holidays. The children have been
exploring the life of St Thomas throughout this week and have enjoyed learning through special
activities.
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

PRE-SCHOOL STORYTIME SESSION
On Tuesday we hosted another Storytime session in the
library. The story this week was and old time favourite
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by Michael Rosen. Michelle
had the children thoroughly engaged as she took them on
an adventure to find the bear in the cave. The children
completed an activity on the story and ended their
session with game and a song.

SCHOOL REPORTS AND THREE-WAY CONVERSATIONS
Tomorrow your child’s first semester reports will be sent out on Compass. If you have any
queries on the reports content, you can have this clarified at the Teacher/Parent/Student
conferences which are being held in the first week of Term Three.

COVID VACCINATION UPDATE
A notice was sent out on Compass today alerting you to the latest relaxing of vaccination
status. The school still has many boxes of RAT tests which we will continue to distribute to
families until these are no longer supplied.

ADDITIONAL SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Following is a memo the school received from our
area manager yesterday regarding the granting of
an additional student free day in Term Three for
teacher professional development.
The school has decided to use Wednesday the 7th
September for this day, which is the day after the
school production.
Have a great holiday break and we look forward to
welcoming the children back on Monday the 11th
of July.

David Delaney
Principal

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE DELANEY FAMILY
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Delaney on the arrival of their
first Grandchild, Patrick David Delaney.
We are delighted to hear of this wonderful news and wish you
and your family all the best with your new addition to the family.
Congratulations Poppy Dave!

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Tomorrow the first semester reports will be available for you to view and download from the
Compass School Manager App. Here are the details of how to view your child’s report.

Tess Dwyer
Learning & Teaching/ Deputy Principal

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
This will remain the primary focus of our care and decision-making.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Goal Setting Conferences
Teachers are now ready for you to make your appointments for our mid-year Goal Setting Meetings. Parent–teacher-student conferences are an important component of ongoing home–school
communication and family involvement in our school.
This year goal-setting conferences will take place either in person in your child’s
classroom or on Google Meet on Tuesday 12/7/22 (3.45pm - 5pm) and Wednesday
13/7/22 (1.30pm - 7pm) except for Prep JP. Parents can choose whether they will attend in person or online, if requesting an online meeting we ask that you make a
booking and contact your child’s teacher directly to request that a link be sent to you
otherwise we will assume you are attending in person.
Parents of students in 5/6TB are asked to note that Miss Bolzon is available late on
Tuesday and will finish by 5pm on Wednesday due to external commitments.

Intervention teachers will also be available for meetings with parents to discuss particular aspects of their child’s intervention/support program with Mrs Nolan and/or Ms Sheridan. Only
those parents of students who currently receive support from these two teachers are eligible to
book to see these teachers
If you wish to discuss any questions you have regarding specialist reports, please contact the
teacher directly via email and they will phone you to discuss.
The purpose of this meeting is • for you to raise any issues, concerns or questions you have regarding your child’s learning/Semester 1 report and discuss possible solutions with your child and their teacher
• for you to receive some feedback from your child’s teacher about their learning strengths
and areas for improvement. They will explain what they will do to support your child and
also give you suggestions as to possibilities for you to engage and support your child’s progress at home
•

for you to hear from your child about their learning, challenges and goals for Semester 2

Bookings for these conferences are of 10 minutes duration and will take place through our usual website School Interviews using the link below or the event code xwjeu.
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/xwjeu

Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and Religious Education)

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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RELIGIOUS DIMENSION
This week we have celebrated the Feast Day of St Thomas the Apostle, our patron saint. Here is
some information about him:

Saint Thomas was one of the Twelve Apostles of our Blessed Lord. St. Thomas is truly one of the
most beloved of all the disciples of Christ. It was he who doubted the Resurrection of Christ and
demanded proof. The story which is told in the Gospel of St. John Chapter 20:19-29, relates how
Thomas was missing when Jesus visited the other disciples. Jesus returned and showed Thomas
His hands and His pierced side. Thomas fell to his knees and said, “My Lord and My God!”

St. Thomas preached the word of God in the Far East in what is now known as India. In the
section of India called the Malabar Coast, there is a magnificent Church dedicated to
St.Thomas. Almost every Christian male child born there is called Thomas, after the Patron
Saint of the province.

Because of his preaching, St. Thomas angered King Misdai, the ruler of India, who ordered his
soldiers to lead St. Thomas up to the highest mountain in Malabar. They all ran their spears
through his saintly body. Saint Thomas, not only believed the truth about Christianity, but gave
his life for his beliefs, as so many other martyrs of the Christian Church.

St Thomas the Apostle is Patron Saint of Architects, Builders, Surveyors, Sri Lanka and India.
His symbol is the builder’s square.

Tess Dwyer
Deputy Principal (Learning, Teaching and Religious Education)

Reconciliation Week
We would like to congratulate all students who submitted their entry for our whole school
awareness raising activity completed last week. Come and see all of the entries including the
winning entries submitted by Elissa C, Allegra P and Phoenix F. We had some very good quality
entries which made judging an extremely challenging task.
(Apologies for the incorrect photo printed in the last newsletter)
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STUDENT WELLBEING
Dear Parents and Carers,
In the final part of The Resilience Project's digital series, Hugh shares an important message about
allowing our children to experience adversity.
The key to building resilience in our children is allowing them to experience failure, hardship,
disappointment etc. As parents and teachers, we can be too quick to resolve our children's challenges
which can deprive our children of enormous growth opportunities. These typically happen when we
experience failure and uncertainty. As parents and teachers, we should be there for our children
when they fail, but not fight their battles for them.
View Part 5 of the series here - Summary https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carerhub-hugh/
Thank you for participating in this Parent and Carer Digital Presentation series. You can re-watch
the videos and access activities and resources anytime via the Parent & Carer Hub.
You can also stay up to date with The Resilience Project news and events by signing up to their
Newsletter.
I hope the information shared with you over the term has been useful.
Enjoy the break, be safe and well.
Kind regards,
Peter Sist
Deputy Principal/ Wellbeing Leader

SCHOOL FEES
A reminder that Term 2 school fees are now overdue.
If you require any assistance, please contact Carly
using the details provided.
Carly Walsh
Bursar

PARISH LEVY REMINDER
Thank you to all the families that have paid their Parish Levy for 2022.
If you wish to pay your Parish Levy by EFTPOS or Credit Card, this can
be done by visiting the Parish Office at School Reception between 8am and
3.15pm Tuesday to Friday.
Lisa Leahy
Parish Secretary
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PREP BUNDOORA FARM EXCURSION
On Thursday the 9th of June the Preps had their first school excursion to Bundoora Farm, as part
of their Inquiry Unit. Students were excited to travel on a bus, for many it was their first time. At
the farm students helped compost horse manure before planting their own snow peas. We had a
farm lesson where we learnt more about animals and what they need to survive. We learnt about
the special features animals have to also survive in their environment.
The students' favourite part of the day was seeing all the farm animals. They had the opportunity
to feed chickens, roosters, cows, goats, guinea pigs, llamas, alpacas and a horse. They were very
excited to be involved in the hands-on, interactive program.
We finished the day with an open-air bus ride through the bush where students saw lots of
kangaroos, joeys and emus. It was a wonderful day and the students left with lots of stories to tell
and great memories of a fun day out.

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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YEAR 1/2 CERES EXCURSION

On the 9th of June the year 1/2s went to CERES. We got on the bus
and waited an hour. I sat next to Lucas. We met this girl Alice and
she explained what we were doing. We saw some chickens. We went
on a walk to a place where we made paper. On the way we found a
wall with rubbish on it. Then we made paper and we had to pick
partners. I picked Lucas. After that we had fruit break. We went for
a walk and picked up rubbish. After that we had lunch. We had a
play then we got ready to go home. We went home on the bus. I sat
next to Samuel.
By Max DM

On Thursday the 9th of June the year 1 and 2’s went on an excursion to CERES Sustainability Park. We went there for our inquiry
unit. We went there because we wanted to learn about the 6 Rs.
Firstly we went on the bus. Before we left we put our gumboots on
and our gloves on and we put our coats on too. Then we left to get to
the bus.It took about forty five minutes. Then when we got there we
met a girl named Alice.She was very nice.
Secondly we started our first activity. We made paper out of scrap
paper.So you have to have a bucket of water and then you have to
put your paper in there and then you need a frame and a screen
then you fill it up with water paper and then flip it on to a towel and
wrap it up.
Thirdly our second activity was a nature walk. It was so much fun I
jumped in puddles and there was wet mud all over my gumboots.
We saw the river it had so much rubbish in it.
Finally we had our third activity. We did compost. We had to find
different leaves and all nature stuff. My group had to pick up dead
stuff and the boys group had to collect all the worms and bugs. The
other group had to collect things that are alive. I loved it.
By Vienna O

On Thursday 9th of June the year 1/2s went on an excursion to
CERES to learn how to be more sustainable. First, we caught the bus
which was a long trip. It went for 30 minutes. When we got there we
had fruit break and then met Alice, the person who took us around
and did fun activities with us. Then we went to make paper. First,
she sat down and then showed us how to make it. It was so cool. All
you need to do is get a tub full of little scraps of paper and water and
you need a shifter and a towel. So with the shifter you put it in the
tub and you put paper in the shifter. Then pick it up and try to get
the water up and then take the lid off and turn it around. After that,
get the towel and dab it and then get the towel and squish it in the
tub of water. Finally, you have to put some leaves on it and then put
it in the black tub. You were allowed to make two so I did. Then she
showed us kangaroo poo. After that she showed us this really cool
dance. It was called the three R’s. It’s really fun. Reuse, recycle,
reduce. Then we went to eat fruit break. After that we went to see
the playground. It was really cool. Then we saw some chickens and
there was a veggie garden. After that we went to wash our hands
and we sat down and started to eat our lunch and snack. After that
we went to play again and then we went to the toilet and then packed
our bags. We waited for the bus and left to go back to school.

On Thursday the year 1/2‘s went on an excursion to CERES! We went
because we learned the 6R’s and we learned to live more sustainably.
Firstly, we put on our gumboots and then we walked to the BIG BIG
BUS! When we got on the bus, we had partners and I sat next to
Samuel and the way back, Lucas. When we got off the bus, we had a
teacher and her name was Isabel. We went to our hut. Then we did
the 6R’s dance and it was really fun. Then we ate our fruit. I had
grapes and cucumber, and it was really yummy. Then our first
activity was a bushwalk and we saw the Mari river, a bike ramp
and a trash trap. Then we played compost Bingo! Then we had to find
the things on the list but we lost. Then we came back for brunch and
I had a sandwich with cheese and butter, it was really yummy! Then
we made paper! I made a BIG piece.
By Daniel G

On Thursday on the 9th of June 2AM and 2LG got our gumboots on
and Mrs Pringle told us all the rules and then we started to walk
down to the bus with our parent helpers. They were called Rachel
Louise and Susan. When the bus arrived all of us got on the bus and
when we got there we went to the toilet and when we got back from
the toilet we had fruit break and learnt a dance. Then we walked
down to a little area and learnt about insects and compost. We
played a game. It was bingo with insects and my team won. I felt
good because I made new friends and learned about the environment
and went exploring.
By Olive M

On Thursday the 9th of June we went to Ceres with the year 1/2s. We
went on a bus. When we got there we put our bags under a shelter
then we went to our leader. Her name was Alice. She was nice. The
first thing that we did was make paper. It was fun. Then we saw
kangaroo poo. After that we learnt a dance. Then we went for a walk
to a park and then it started to rain so we went back to school. The
bus ride back was so quick and then it was home time.
By Gabriella T

By Evelyn S
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YEAR 1/2 CERES EXCURSION
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2022 DIARY DATES

JUNE
24th St Thomas Feast Day Mass 9.15am
End of Term 2. Students finish 1.00pm
JULY
11th Term 3 commences
SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm
12th Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences
13th Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences
AUGUST
2nd SAC Meeting 7.00pm
3rd Eltham District Athletics
8th SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm
10t School Dsco
11th Staff Conference
12th Staff Conference
16th SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
22nd Book Week 22nd - 26th August
29th SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm
SEPTEMBER
2nd Fathers Day Breakfast
4th Father’s Day
5th School Production @ Loyola College A-J
6th School Production @ Loyola College K-Z
7th School Closure Day– Staff Planning
8th Nillumbik Division Athletics
13th SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
16th Footy Day
End of Term 3.
Students finish at 1.00pm

OCTOBER
3rd Term 4 Commences
SCA - Parents & Friends Meeting 7.30pm
12th Northern Regional Athletics
Reconciliation Faith Night 5.30pm
Reconciliation Faith Night 7.00pm
15th Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 6.00pm
th
16 Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 10.30am
17th-19th Dental Visits
26th Year 5/6 Camp
27th Year 5/6 Camp
28th Year 5/6 Camp
31st School Closure Day - Report Writing
NOVEMBER
1st Melbourne Cup Day
2nd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
3rd Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
16th Sacrament of Reconciliation
14th SCA - Parents & Friends AGM 7.30pm
29th SAC 7.00pm (ZOOM)
DECEMBER
15th Graduation Mass 12.00pm
16th End of Term 4
Students finish at 1.00pm

Please check diary dates regularly.
New dates will be added as activities and
bookings become confirmed dates.
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SUSTAINABILITY NEWS
Last assembly, Dot, from Backpacks For Victorian Kids (B4VK), came to talk to us. This company
is an Australian charity that provides backpacks full of essential items for children of all ages,
who have been displaced. These children may be in need due to disaster relief, foster care,
emergency care and refugee status. Since 2015, B4VK have provided 22,000 backpacks to children
in need.
We were happy to fill her car boot with the remaining 55 new brown school bags for B4VK to use.
They will sew their badge over our school emblem and fill them with donations from other
businesses. Thank you to Megan Agar, our Sustainability Committee Parent Rep, for sourcing
this idea.
Ava Parkinson and Phoenix Filippone and Felicity Lynch
(Student Sustainability Leaders)
(Sustainability Committee Leader)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM
It was great to see so many parents visiting during open lessons last week, we hope you enjoyed the
opportunity to see your child’s lesson in action.
Instrumental Music reports will be sent home with children on Friday. All current music enrolments will carry over to next term, unless changes are made directly with Manhattan Music.
New music lesson enrolments for Term 3 are now open. If you wish to enrol your child to learn an
instrument at school, you can fill out the form using the Google Form link provided or pick up a
paper enrolment form at the school office. Private and duo lessons are
available.
https://forms.gle/qW2Gm4EEcCrvkxsJ9
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LIBRARY NEWS/ BOOK FAIR

A big thank you to everyone for supporting
this year's Book Fair. It was definitely a huge
success. We sold $9279 worth of books,
stationery and posters. From all the sales
made, we will receive approximately $2800
worth of rewards which goes to purchasing
new resources for the library.
I have already purchased an assortment of
books from the Fair which will be added to the
collection early next term. To help resource
our library, a suggestion box located on the
desk has been created to give students an
opportunity to suggest a book that can be
added to our collection.
All books ordered from the Fair were given
out last Friday. If you have any queries please
feel free to contact or see Michelle in the
library.
Thanks again to everyone :)

The prizes for the Book Fair raffle were
given out during last week’s assembly.
The winners were…
Christian Mazzeo
Eloise Burchfield
Leila & Grace Antonello

Michelle Caruana

MINI VINNIES NEWS
Dear St. Thomas Community,
Thankyou once again on behalf of the Mini Vinnies for your
generosity, in supplying the food donations for the Winter
appeal. We have been able to fill and donate 15 baskets.
We are also still collecting items for the toiletry bags for the
homeless, so if you can add any of the items below to your
shopping list that would also be appreciated. All toiletry
donations can be dropped off at the school reception.

We are very proud to be a part of a school that goes above
and beyond to help those less fortunate.
Thankyou again,
Robyn Sholly, Libby Oliver and the Mini Vinnies.

Toiletry bag items: (small) toothbrush, toothpaste, soap,
tissues, wet wipes.
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POPCORN FUNDRAISER
Last week we were lucky enough to enjoy a popcorn treat organised by Addison, Emily and team!
Congratulations on a very successful fundraiser on the day, raising over $500 for the World
Wildlife Fund.

INTERSCHOOL SPORT
In Interschool Sport we played netball, korfball, football, bat tennis and soccer. Each week on
Fridays, we went at 12.35pm to play against other schools in our district. Some games were
away and some were at home. We had one bye in the middle of the term. Interschool sport is
really fun, you can try different sports and meet different people. At the end of every game we
meet up and we have an Assembly when one person from every team got up and did a speech
about how they went and their new goal for the next week. Everyone loved playing their sports
and can’t wait for their new sport next term. Thank you to the coaches for training us. Thanks
Miss Bolzon, Mr Wals, Mr P, Mrs Hodgson and Mrs Hannington.
By Emily S & Chiara R

SCA NEWS
Hot Food Fridays
Thank you for a great start to Hot Food Fridays and a special thanks to all the parents for
volunteering their time to make it happen.
Colour Run Prizes
Colour Run prizes have been sent home with children today. Special thanks goes to all the
parents who volunteered to help this morning and get the prizes distributed.
Cheer Toasty Truck coming soon!
The Cheer Toasty Truck will be returning to St Thomas in Term 3. More details coming soon.
Entertainment Book
Join Entertainment membership and get some amazing deals such as 2 for 1 dinners, 25% off
restaurants/ cafes and travel discounts.
20% of your membership purchase goes towards
supporting our school.
It’s easy to join, just click on the link below
http://www.entbook.com.au/191y834
St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2022
St Thomas the Apostle have registered to be a part of the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2022.
Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 1. So far our students have read 1269
books since the challenge began! This has beaten last year's total already.There are 74 days left before the Challenge finishes on the 2nd of September. Thanks to the students who are already participating and pursuing their love of reading. The school holidays are a great time to catch up on some
reading. Visit the local library to stock up on some books if you run out.
Congratulations to the following students who have completed the challenge already and will receive a
Premier’s Reading Challenge pin. There are only a few pins left to be given out.

Ninety-two students are already participating in the challenge. There is still plenty of time to participate
and complete the challenge Participating students are below:

St Thomas the Apostle School community is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term or if you have any questions.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK

Instructions

about how to log on and participate are below:

Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
•
•
•
•
•

Click on - Register and log on
Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application
Click onto student sign in
Click onto - VPRC login
Put in username and password

The website has all the information on how to access the challenge and register your reading.
You should be able to find many suitable books in your school or local library. You may have books at
home that you can add to your children’s reading lists. Remember too that you can add books that are
not listed on the Challenge book list – these can be added as personal choice books.
If you have difficulty accessing books here are some more online resources.
1. Storybox:
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Username: stthom@s
Password: stthom@s2020
2. Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome
&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Happy reading!
Libby Oliver
Literacy Coordinator
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BIRTHDAYS

GOLD PINS
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AWARDS
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COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INVITATION TO ALL PARENTS AND STAFF
Would you like to participate in a discussion exploring questions about life, meaning and faith?
Alpha is a series of interactive sessions in a safe, welcoming and honest space, where participants share their insights and points of view. There is absolutely no pre-requisite other than an
eagerness to be a part of the conversation. No pressure. No fee.
We share a meal

We watch a video

We engage in discussion

When:

Starts 26 July – 6:30 pm every Tuesday (10 weeks, with a break over the school holidays)

Where:

St. Mary’s Greensborough (church foyer)

Enquiries:

Email AlphaVic3088@gmail.com or call Trevor on 0435 823 002.

To learn more about Alpha, visit https://www.alpha.org.au/try
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