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Hello Everyone,
Welcome back!
Term Three is going to be an action-packed term full of learning and activities for the children.
The staff are well rested after the break and are enthused by what lies ahead. Please keep a
close eye on the calendar to see if any additional events are added. Occasionally if necessary,
some listed events may need updating, so please keep an eye on diary dates each fortnight.
The highlight of this term will be the School Production which occurs on Monday the 5th and
Tuesday the 6th of September at Loyola College. The children are now in their alphabetical
groups and are rehearsing to learn the routines. We have engaged the help of Miss Bolzon’s
mum, Liz and Jack and Maddison Agar’s mum, Megan to assist with our rehearsals. We are very
grateful for their assistance.
Student/ Parent/Teacher Conferences
Over the last two evenings the school hosted either in person or on-line three-way conversations
about reflecting on the children’s work in Semester One and Goal Setting for the remainder of
the year. These conferences are very important in the feedback process and having the children
involved is very beneficial. Thank you to the staff for making themselves available after hours. A
number of parents didn’t make an appointment but if they wish to discuss their child’s progress,
all they need to do is contact the teacher.

The Junior School wishes to thank the Bunnings
Store in Eltham for donating over $150 of plants
and Bee houses to our Bee Garden. In 2021 Years
One and Two studied Sustainability in our
Environment. As a result they decided to plant
flowers that would encourage bees, as they are
perfectly adapted to pollinate, helping plants grow,
breed and produce food. Unfortunately due to
Lockdown this never happened in that year. Thanks
to Andrew McKenzie and his garden group the
plants and Bee Houses were planted and erected
last term in a safe position in the school's garden.
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STATE CROSS COUNTRY
Today in chilly Yarra Glen two of our students
competed in the State Cross Country
Championships. Ciara J and Jacob K represented
the school and we are extremely proud of their
achievement in making the state final.

TOASTIE TRUCK RETURN
On Thursday the 28th, with thanks to
the SCA for organising, the Cheer
Toastie Truck returns to the school.
This will be an absolute treat for the
children.

David Delaney
PRINCIPAL

PRODUCTION- PETER PAN JR
The cast of Peter Pan Jr have been working very hard over the last 8 weeks rehearsing their
lines and routines. On the 25th of July, casts A-J and K-Z will gather together for our first
school run through.
We would love to hear from any parents or companies who would be interested in sponsoring
the production.

Tayla Bolzon

PETER PAN JR DIRECTOR

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION
This term our learning focus across the school for Religious Education is all about relationships
and change, looking at transformation, the elements of a healthy relationship and how to
restore a relationship when issues occur. Please keep an eye out for our Curriculum Overview for
the term which will detail specific learning opportunities for students and will provide you with a
clear understanding of what will be covered. Teachers are using the Pedagogy of Encounter
which is a dialogical approach to teaching and learning which starts with exploring a
provocation (story, image, clip, song), then going deeper into the issue by engaging with others
to gain their perspective with the intention of students being able to begin to form their own
opinions and beliefs with support. Religious Education is no longer telling students what they
must believe, it is far from what many of us experienced when growing up.
Our school production of Peter Pan also links to this learning - students will be watching the
original cartoon movie (Rated G) with their classmates over the next couple of weeks to explore
the story, and gain insight into the relationships between the characters, how they resolve issues
and consider alternative solutions. Please speak to your child’s classroom teacher for further
details.

Register now (&learn more) using the QR code or clicking on the link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemAlbgNVyc7DiVzcsyhlYExlag78cK9eHhWTeHeJLqc0h
VVA/viewform

INTERVENTION, EXTENSION & SUPPORT UPDATE
We are very pleased with the progress of students who are receiving adjustments and
additional support to meet their learning needs. At St Thomas’ we are committed to success in
learning for all students. To that end we have 5 students in Year 1 who have been receiving
individual, intensive support through Reading Recovery in Semester 1 and we are very pleased
with their progress, so much so that these students no longer require this type of support.
Other students in Year 1 are being screened at the moment for our second intake for the
year. Mrs Nolan will contact you directly if this program is deemed appropriate for your child.
Other literacy support is also being provided across the school in a variety of ways. We are
pleased to inform you that Mrs Kayla Borg has returned to St Thomas’ this term. Kayla’s role
involves literacy support for Prep students. There are so many opportunities for intervention
and extension at St Thomas’, far too many for this newsletter, however there is one new
extension program being trialled in Year 2 with Mrs Sheridan. Again, students will be tested
and selected in conjunction with their classroom teacher for this Maths (Problem Solving)
extension program. Mrs Sheridan will also send a letter home to inform parents of students
who are eligible for this opportunity.

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Thanks to all families who provided us with feedback and insights into their opinions on the
current homework policy at St Thomas’. The results of this survey will be shared over the coming
weeks along with the feedback provided by teachers and students. All of this information will
support further exploration of the issue. We expect to be able to share a draft updated policy
by the end of 2022 with the community.
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools – School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS): Monday 29
August – Friday 16 September 2022
Throughout each year, we pause to listen to our students, families and staff to gauge how our
learning community is travelling. This feedback is invaluable to our progress as effective school
communities and is backed by evidence-based research and best practices.
A significant and formal way in which we engage and gather data is through MACSSIS, the
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools – School Improvement Surveys.
MACSSIS is a set of surveys that have been built specifically for Catholic schools in Melbourne
by the Learning Services team at MACS, in partnership with researchers at Learning First and
in wide consultation with principals in our schools.
In 2022, students, families and staff are invited to participate in MACSSIS via our secure and
purpose-built online platform. The online platform is where our school leaders will access the
summary reports that visualise the results of the student, family and staff surveys.
The MACSSIS survey platform is operated by an independent supplier, ORIMA Research Pty
Ltd. The platform meets with the high security and privacy standards for handling student and
school data. Participating schools are in the process of updating their privacy policy to ensure
school communities are fully informed and protected.
Students at our school will be provided with supervised sessions, where teachers are on hand to
help and answer any questions. Families and staff can complete the survey anytime over the
three-week window via an emailed link and password. Feedback has indicated that previous
surveys were completed across a range of mobile devices and different web browsers. Schools
will be providing more information about MACSSIS throughout Term 3, via newsletters and
social media.
Our community’s opinions are critical to understanding how our school is performing –
MACSSIS is a key data source for guiding the ongoing work to improve our school.
All participation is invited, welcomed and 100 per cent voluntary. The surveys are not a test;
they are an inclusive way to support the work we are already doing to improve our school.
Everyone has the right to refuse to participate, or withdraw from the survey at any point
before, during or after completion of the survey. Please notify the school if your child does not
wish to participate.

Tess Dwyer

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL/
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/
LEARNING & TEACHING

MINI VINNIES
THANK YOU FROM ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
I write on behalf of the Greensborough Conference of St. Vincent De Paul Society, to thank the
St. Thomas the Apostle School Community most sincerely for providing us with 16 laundry
baskets of food for our Winter Appeal Food Drive In particular we acknowledge and appreciate the following ~ Principal, David Delaney for allowing St. Thomas’ school to once again be involved in this
annual activity.
~ Robyn Sholly for her superb co-ordination of this exercise throughout
the school, with her usual efficiency and willingness to assist us any way she can.
~ The class teachers who encouraged their students to be involved in this food drive and made
sure of the best outcome possible by the end of last term
~ The families who contributed food items so willingly and generously despite other demands
on their time and finances
We will now be able to provide and deliver Emergency Food Parcels to families who call on us
for immediate assistance for the next few months.
Wishing your school community all the very best for Term 3 and again please accept our
grateful thanks to you all for your amazing support of our Greensborough Conference and the
families who live in this area.
Maureen Lonsdale
President: Greensborough Conference –
St Vincent De Paul Society

TOILETRY BAGS
We are continuing to take toiletry item
donations this term.
All donations can be dropped off at
the school Reception.

Robyn Sholly
MINI VINNIES

MUSIC LESSONS
Term 3 enrolments for the Instrumental Music Program are
still open.
One free trial lesson is being offered for all new Term 3
enrolments. If you wish to take up this offer, please use the
link below to fill out the enrolment form. Lessons can also
be requested for lunch and recess break times.
https://forms.gle/h8CaKpbNTbixf3Zo9
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Hot Food Fridays
Starting in Week 2
Orders now open on Qkr! App
(no hot food on July 29th)

Toastie Truck
Thursday 28th July
Orders due 1 week prior on
Wed 20th July by 8pm

School Disco
In school gym- Wed 10th August
More details to follow!

Rebel Sport
Reminder to families who shop at Rebel Sport,
to register for St Thomas when shopping in
store. All sales then earn credits which go
towards supporting the school.

PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
St Thomas the Apostle are participating in the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2022.
Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 1. So far our students have read
1505 books since the challenge began! Some great holiday reading must have been occurring
over the holidays! There are 52 days left before the Challenge finishes on the 2nd of September.
Thanks to the students who are already participating and pursuing their love of reading.
Congratulations to the following students who have completed the challenge already.
Unfortunately, only 20 pins were distributed to the school so there is only one more pin to be
given out. Completion certificates are still available and the official certificate will arrive in Term 4.

Erik B
5/6DH

Milana L
5/6DH

Milla S
5/6PM

Liza H
5/6DH

Skylah
P
1CK

Natalie B
5/6DH

Logan C
3/4PB

Olivia B
3/4SB

Alexis B
PJP

Eliza M
5/6DH

Billy G
5/6TB

Aiden V
3/4SB

Jacob G
1BR

Jack L
5/6PM

Lucie G
5/6PM

Elissa C
2LG

Sanannah
H
2AM

Daniel L
5/6TB

Noah C
5/6TB

James B
3/4SB

Lara V
2AM

Ava P
5/6DH

Aiden H
5/6TB

Eloise B
5/6PM

Alyssa V
3/4JM

Ethan T
1BR

Amy M
2LG

Aaron G
3/4SB

Dylan C
5/6DH

Marco P
5/6PM

Zac T
5/6PM

Charlotte
H
3/4CB

Ninety-two students are already participating in the challenge. There is still plenty of time to
participate and complete the challenge. Participating students are below:
Prep- Emily S, Alexis B, Mia TP, Annalise V, Brodie B, Aiden D
Year 1/2- Jacob G, Lukas B, Benjamin G, Jacob M, Savannah H, Elias B, Alessia B, Elissa C, Ethan T,
Maddison A, Skylah P, Lara V, Milla C, Lucas C, Amy M, Gabriella T
Year 3/4- Chris G, Rebecca P, Lara V, Allegra T, Alyssa V, Tiana V, Logan C, James B, Aaron G,
Aidan V, Olivia G, Jack A, Charlotte H, Olivia V
Year 5/6- Noah C, Billy G, Emily T, Erik B, Natalie B, Violet C, Dylan C, Max E, Boston G, Max M,
Oisin M, Eliza M, Ava P, Ryan P, Thomas P, Jessie R, Ciara J, Clara A, Eloise B, Rhys C, Ava G, Lucie
G, Jackson H, Jack L, Marc O, Marco P, Annie T, Jayden C, Noah C, Charlize C, Lucas D, Jasmine H,
Aiden H, Daniel L, Charlotte M, Liza H, Milana , Charlize C, Jessica D, Milla S, Grace A, Michael B,
Coco B, Frankie D, Zac T, Alex W, Bailey B, Cameron K, Michael P, Oliver P, Adriano V, Kelvin X

PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term or if you have any
questions.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
Click on - Register and log on
Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application
Click onto student sign in
Click onto - VPRC login
Put in username and password
The website has all the information on how to access the challenge and register your reading.
You should be able to find many suitable books in your school or local library. You may have
books at home that you can add to your children’s reading lists. Remember too that you can add
books that are not listed on the Challenge book list – these can be added as personal choice
books.
If you have difficulty accessing books here are some more online resources.
1. Storybox:
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Username: stthom@s
Password: stthom@s2020
2. Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?
q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chro
me&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Happy reading!

Libby Oliver

LITERACY COORDINATOR

AWARDS & BIRTHDAYS

THANK YOU MR GRANATA!
We extend an enormous thank you to Mr Vince
Granata, a parishioner and grandfather to Aiden,
Samuel and Alex, for volunteering his time to help with
the maintenance of the kitchen garden. Mr Granata
has spent many hours bringing the garden space back
to life. Pruning the fruit trees, weeding the beds,
clearing the pathways and replacing all the loose
brickwork around the beds. The students and I are very
grateful for his help in helping us get the garden
looking so great. Thanks also to Mr McKenzie (our
maintenance man) and Mr Rendina (a fellow
parishioner) for helping Mr Granata out with some of
the jobs. We greatly appreciate all the time and effort
you have put into the kitchen garden.
~ Mrs Kalnis ~

DIARY DATES
July
28th- Cheer Toastie Truck

August
2nd- SAC Meeting 7pm
3rd- Eltham District Athletics
10th- School Disco
11th-12th Staff Conference
(Student Free Days)
16th- SAC Meeting 7pm
22nd-26th- Book Week
29th- SCA Parents & Friends Meeting
7.30pm

September

October

2nd- Father's Day Breakfast

3rd- Term 4 Commences

5th & 6th- Peter Pan Jr Production

3rd- SCA Meeting 7.30pm

7th- School Closure- Staff Planning

12th- Northern Regional Athletics

8th- Nillumbik Division Athletics

12th- Reconciliation Faith Night

13th- SAC Meeting 7pm
16th- Footy Day
End of Term- 1pm finish

October Cont'
16th- Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 10.30am

5.30pm & 7pm
15th- Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 6pm

November
1st- Melbourne Cup Day
2nd-3rd- Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
14th-Parents & Friends AGM 7.30pm

17th-19th- Dental Visits

16th- Reconciliation

26th-28th- Year 5/6 Camp

29th- SAC Meeting 7pm (Zoom)

31st- School Closure- Report

December

Writing Day

15th- Graduation Mass 12pm
16th- End of Term 4- 1pm finish

ST THOMAS HAWKS
Spring Basketball Season Starts Saturday July 16!
Good luck to all the St Thomas Hawks teams playing this Saturday.

Under 10s boys needed

We have some spots available in U10 boys. If your son is born between
1-Jan-13 and 31-Dec-14 and is interested in joining St Thomas Hawks,
please contact registration@stthomasbc.com.au for further details.

Uniform Donations

If you have a uniform that you no longer require and would like to
donate it to the club, please contact Nadia Bradbury via email:
hello@ossoco.com .These donations would be greatly appreciated, as
they are needed to loan to players in instances where they don’t have a
uniform.
Follow us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc

CATHOLIC INFLUENCERS SUMMIT

Dear Friends,
We are just days away from our very first Catholic Influencers Online Summit from July 21 to July 23.
The live event is FREE, and there is also a PREMIUM PASS if you would like to watch this in your own
time.
I know that it will bless you so so much. We have speakers from all around the world gathering to talk,
pray, and sing about what it means to be a saint in the 21st Century.
Register now for incredible talks, Liturgies, Praise and Worship, and so much more. Speakers include
Archbishop Charles Scicluna, Emily Wilson, Fr. Rob Galea, Joe Melendrez, Sarah Kroger and many
more.
You don’t want to miss out!
Register now at catholicinfluencerssummit.org
God Bless!
FR ROB AND THE FRG MINISTRY TEAM

