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Hello St Thomas Community,
We certainly have started the term on a busy note and it's great to see the children back, eager
to learn and very excited for all our wonderful upcoming events this term from Peter Pan Jr
Production to Father's Day breakfast.
Illness
There are still many children absent with various illnesses including Covid at the moment. We
strongly encourage all children in all grades to wear a mask while inside. I understand the
government is saying that mask wearing is strongly recommended for children over the age of
eight but in our unique situation we have quite a few children missing with Covid in Year One.
If your child is unwell with any cold and flu symptoms, please ensure they stay home.
Production
On Monday the two casts of Peter Pan Jr completed a full rehearsal for the first time. The
children really enjoyed seeing what the other levels were doing. It is really coming together well
and tickets will go on sale shortly. I encourage all families, grandparents and guests to come
along. We have very many talented children within our school and this production gives them all
a chance to shine.

Prayer for Direction
Lord,
Grant me tenacious winsome courage as I go through this day.
When I am tempted to give up, help me to keep going.
Grant me a cheerful spirit when things don't go my way.
And give me the courage to do whatever needs to be done.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.
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Eltham District Athletics
The Eltham District Athletics is on next Wednesday the 3rd of August and the children have
been training for their events under the watchful eye of coach Mr Wals. The competition is held
at Tom Kelly Athletics track in Doncaster and commencing at 9.30am. All parents are welcome
to attend.
Cancellation of School Closure Days
We have made the decision to postpone the two closure days on August 11th & 12th. This
decision was made because teachers feel that their top priority is student learning and they are
very keen to continue the great progress the students are making this term. With the number of
absences due to illness and other interruptions so far this term, it is more important to have the
extra days at school teaching than it is to do professional learning at this time. We will
reschedule the professional learning to Term Four. The children will be at school as per normal
on these days.
Revised Disco Date
Due to the cancellation of the school closure days, the school disco will now be held on Friday
the 12th of August.
Sad News
Lastly, it is with great sadness that I wish to inform you that Mrs Sandra Cardillo's mother passed away
on Tuesday. Please keep Sandra and her family in your prayers.

David Delaney
PRINCIPAL

PRODUCTION- PETER PAN JR
On Monday we were fortunate enough to gather as two casts for Peter Pan Jr. The main cast
and grades have been working hard over the past few weeks on learning lines, choreography
and stage placement, so it was wonderful to see it all start to come together.
Thank you to Mrs Dwyer, Megan and Liz for their assistance and organsiation throughout the
day as well as classroom teachers who helped make the day run smoothly.

Tayla Bolzon

PETER PAN JR DIRECTOR

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION
The Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) (8th August)
Mary MacKillop was born in 1842 in (Fitzroy) Melbourne (Australia). On 8 August 1909.she died,
having suffered a disabling stroke in 1902. Inspired by a meeting with Fr. Julian Tenison-Woods,
Mary MacKillop at the age of 25 took her vows and the religious name, “Mary of the Cross”. In
doing so, she founded the congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph. Soon after taking her
religious vows, Mary MacKillop began schools. Within 5 years of taking her vows and founding
the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Mary had established over 30 schools in South
Australia and over 100 women had joined the Sisters of Saint Joseph. Mary MacKillop was very
conscious of the plight of the poor and needy. She worked with families that lived in isolated
areas of Australia. As a result, Mary MacKillop pioneered a new form of religious life in
Australia and commenced a “system” of “Josephite" schools that would provide education,
especially for the children of the poor. In 1873, Pope Pius IX gave Papal approval for the
Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. Even today, many Australians can say that they too
have felt the impact of the enormous work started by St. Mary of the Cross (MacKillop), having
been educated or cared for by the Sisters of Saint Joseph. She was noted for her trust in the
providence of God and miracles of healing have been attributed to her. She was declared a
Saint by Pope Benedict XVI on the 17th October 2010. The Roman Missal has the following
prayer for the Feast of St. Mary of the Cross (MacKillop).
O God, source of all goodness,
who have shown us in Saint Mary
a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross,
teach us, we pray, by her example
to live the gospel in changing times
and to respect and defend the human dignity of all in our
land.
Through our Lord.
Amen

Tess Dwyer
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MINI VINNIES
TOILETRY BAGS
We are continuing to take toiletry item
donations this term.
All donations can be dropped off at
the school Reception.

Robyn Sholly
MINI VINNIES

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Testing Update
Students from Years 1 to 6 are just finishing off their beginning of Semester 2 testing, so that
we can use this data to inform our teaching. We are very pleased with the results we are seeing
so far, with all Year 1 students reaching the minimum standard in Reading and some have even
made 12 months progress in 6 months! Congratulations to Mrs Kavanagh and Mrs Robinson
and the students on this wonderful achievement. The Year 2 students are moving along really
well too, with over 60% above the expected standard for the middle of the year. We are also
seeing wonderful results and progress across the school in reading comprehension as per the
table below -

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

School Mean
Score

114.89

127.06

126.79

132.41

Expected
Mean Score

111.1

118.9

124.6

128.5

School
Growth

12.83

12.09

2.33

5.59

Expected
Growth

6.3

4.94

3.56

2.39

Difference

+ 6.53

+ 7.15

- 1.23

+ 3.2

So this table indicates that the school mean score is above the expected score in all levels and
the school growth is higher than the expected growth in Years 3, 4 and 6 with the Year 5’s
above the expected mean score but not yet making the growth expected. There are a few
reasons for this that we have identified, for example, there is a big jump in the curriculum
expectations from Year 4 to Year 5 and some of the content assessed has not yet been taught,
and not all students have completed the test due to illness. Teachers are in the process of
analysing the individual student results, feel free to contact your child’s teacher directly to
discuss your child’s progress. Teachers will continue to focus on good teaching, monitor our
students' progress and inform you of any specific concerns that we have about your child.
We are very proud of our teachers and students and the progress they have made so far this
year. We ask that parents continue to support the learning that students are doing in class by
ensuring they read every day. It is evident that the students who have been making slower
progress than expected are not practising enough at home, which is evident in the homework
parent survey response to the question - How much time does your child spend reading each
night?

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Our school expectations are that Prep - Year 2 students read
for a minimum of 15 minutes per night and Years 3 to 6
students read for a minimum of 20 minutes per night.
So along with great teaching, students also require practice
to continue to make good progress. Let’s continue to work
together so that our students' needs are addressed.

The work that we are doing to improve the teaching of literacy in the Literacy Intensive Project
supported by Nives from MACS was also recently acknowledged as exemplary by the Eastern
Region staff, which is also a great testament to the high quality teaching and leadership
demonstrated at St Thomas’. We will continue to work towards achieving our vision for reading At St Thomas the Apostle our students are inquisitive and engaged readers who use prior
knowledge and experiences to critically respond by analysing, evaluating and reflecting on a
variety of texts. This enables transference of knowledge across the curriculum and into our
students’ lives. At this school we support our students to become independent and skilled readers
by targeting relevant teaching strategies so that every student experiences growth.
Hearing Checks
St Thomas’ staff are conducting free hearing tests using the hearing screening app Sound
Scouts. The app has been developed by Sound Scouts HQ in collaboration with Australia
National Acoustic Laboratories, the research arm of Hearing Australia, and is supported by the
Department of Health.
Given the difficulty parents sometimes have in making appointments and getting this testing
done privately, and coupled with the issues of COVID, all students from Prep to Year 6 are
eligible to be tested at no cost to families.
The testing involves playing a game on an iPad using a set of headphones under the
supervision of one of our school staff. A report will be automatically generated following the
test. Hearing assessment is encouraged due to the importance of early intervention of hearing
issues. Optimal educational outcomes are dependent on good hearing.
Your child’s teacher may speak to you directly to recommend testing or you may nominate your
child yourself using this link https://ssimpl.soundscouts.com.au/portal/players/intake_form/379ad0dc-5396-4c72-9929ae360da3fddc/
Hearing screening will be completed during class time throughout the remainder of Term 3 and
parents will receive a copy of the report when complete in order to guide any further follow-up.
We hope that everyone takes up this opportunity to ensure our students receive the best
possible support.

LEARNING & TEACHING UPDATE
Languages Update
We have been amazed at the progress our students are making in speaking functional Italian.
Signora Cardillo has been teaching Coding through Italian with the Year 5/6 students which, by
all accounts has been a great success. This is just one example of great integration of learning
and application of skills by our students across multiple areas of the curriculum.

Tess Dwyer
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STUDENT WELLBEING

Dear Parents and Carers,
The team at The Resilience Project have once again provided a link (see below) to some
resources that you may find helpful. By clicking on the link, families will learn about Mindfulness
as well as gain some insight into devices, online safety and the use of family tech agreements
from the eSafety Commissioner. I hope you find the information useful.
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Project-Parents-CarersMindfulness.pdf
Further along in this newsletter, you will note information pertaining to NCCD. If you require
any clarity around this, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Peter Sist

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL/
LEARNING DIVERSITY LEADER

E-SMART TIPS FOR PARENTS
eSmart, an initiative of the Alannah & Madeline Foundation, helps schools maintain a
supportive and connected community to reduce online and offline bullying, and increase
wellbeing.
Below are some helpful tips for parents:

Andrew Polifiore
ICT LEADER

YEAR 1&2 INCURSION
On Friday the Year 1/2’s had a first aid incursion from St John’s Ambulance. We learned all
about first aid and what to do in an emergency. We learned how to spot danger in an
emergency, how to respond and send for help.
The Year 1’s read a story book about Johnny Bear and learned about how to call 000. They also
learned a first aid chant to help them remember what to do in an emergency.
The Year 2’s were taught what information they need to know in order to successfully call 000.
They played bingo and identified in a story what dangers they needed to avoid and clean up,
how to respond and check if someone was conscious and how to send for help.
We are very grateful to St John’s Ambulance for coming to teach us all about the importance
of First Aid and how to respond in emergency situations.

MUSIC LESSONS
Term 3 enrolments for the Instrumental Music Program are
still open.
One free trial lesson is being offered for all new Term 3
enrolments. If you wish to take up this offer, please use the
link below to fill out the enrolment form. Lessons can also
be requested for lunch and recess break times.
https://forms.gle/h8CaKpbNTbixf3Zo9
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Hot Food Fridays
Orders due by each Wed 8pm
on Qkr! App.
(no hot food on July 29th)

School Disco- NEW DATE
In school gym- Fri 12th August
More details to follow!

Rebel Sport
Reminder to families who shop at Rebel Sport,
to register for St Thomas when shopping in
store. All sales then earn credits which go
towards supporting the school.

PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
St Thomas the Apostle are participating in the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2022.
Usernames and passwords were sent home at the end of Term 1. So far our students have read
1592 books since the challenge began! Keep reading even though you have completed the
challenge and it is not too late to start either. There are 38 days left before the Challenge finishes on
the 2nd of September. Thanks to the students who are already participating and pursuing their love
of reading. Congratulations to the following 39 students who have completed the challenge already.
Completion certificates are still available and the official certificate will arrive in Term 4.
Erik B
5/6DH

Milana L
5/6DH

Milla S
5/6PM

Liza H
5/6DH

Skylah
P
1CK

Natalie B
5/6DH

Logan C
3/4PB

Olivia V
3/4SB

Alexis B
PJP

Eliza M
5/6DH

Billy G
5/6TB

Aiden V
3/4SB

Jacob G
1BR

Jack L
5/6PM

Lucie G
5/6PM

Elissa C
2LG

Ethan T
1BR

Sanannah
H
2AM

Daniel L
5/6TB

Noah C
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Lara V
2AM

Ava P
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Aiden H
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Eloise B
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V
3/4JM
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C
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Marco P
5/6PM

Zac T
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Charlotte
H
3/4CB

James B
3/4SB

Alex W
5/6PM
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B
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Jack A
3/4PB

Alessia
B
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Elias B
2LG

Maddison
A
1CK

Lucas B
1CK

Ninety-two students are already participating in the challenge. There is still plenty of time to
participate and complete the challenge. Participating students are below:
Prep- Emily S, Alexis B, Mia TP, Annalise V, Brodie B, Aiden D
Year 1/2- Jacob G, Lukas B, Benjamin G, Jacob M, Savannah H, Elias B, Alessia B, Elissa C, Ethan T,
Maddison A, Skylah P, Lara V, Milla C, Lucas C, Amy M, Gabriella T
Year 3/4- Chris G, Rebecca P, Lara V, Allegra T, Alyssa V, Tiana V, Logan C, James B, Aaron G, Aidan
V, Olivia G, Jack A, Charlotte H, Olivia V
Year 5/6- Noah C, Billy G, Emily T, Erik B, Natalie B, Violet C, Dylan C, Max E, Boston G, Max M, Oisin
M, Eliza M, Ava P, Ryan P, Thomas P, Jessie R, Ciara J, Clara A, Eloise B, Rhys C, Ava G, Lucie G,
Jackson H, Jack L, Marc O, Marco P, Annie T, Jayden C, Noah C, Charlize C, Lucas D, Jasmine H, Aiden
H, Daniel L, Charlotte M, Liza H, Milana , Charlize C, Jessica D, Milla S, Grace A, Michael B, Coco B,
Frankie D, Zac T, Alex W, Bailey B, Cameron K, Michael P, Oliver P, Adriano V, Kelvin X

PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name and
class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term or if you have any
questions.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
Click on - Register and log on
Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application
Click onto student sign in
Click onto - VPRC login
Put in username and password
The website has all the information on how to access the challenge and register your reading.
You should be able to find many suitable books in your school or local library. You may have
books at home that you can add to your children’s reading lists. Remember too that you can add
books that are not listed on the Challenge book list – these can be added as personal choice
books. If you have difficulty accessing books here are some more online resources.
1. Storybox:
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Username: stthom@s
Password: stthom@s2020
2. Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?
q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chro
me&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Happy reading!

Libby Oliver

LITERACY COORDINATOR

AWARDS & BIRTHDAYS

CHICKEN CLUB
The Prep children were very excited to have had
the opportunity to spend time in our school hen
house with the chickens.
They have learnt about what foods chickens eat
and how they like to have fresh, clean water.
The children enjoyed feeding the chickens.
They investigated the laying box and discovered
freshly laid eggs!
Some liked to view the chickens from afar while
others could not wait to pat those silky feathers
or hold a chicken in their arms!

DIARY DATES
August
2nd- SAC Meeting 7pm
3rd- Eltham District Athletics

September
2nd- Father's Day Breakfast
5th & 6th- Peter Pan Jr Production

12th- School Disco (NEW DATE)

7th- School Closure- Staff Planning

16th- SAC Meeting 7pm

8th- Nillumbik Division Athletics

22nd-26th- Book Week

13th- SAC Meeting 7pm

29th- SCA Parents & Friends Meeting

16th- Footy Day

7.30pm

October
3rd- Term 4 Commences
3rd- SCA Meeting 7.30pm
12th- Northern Regional Athletics
12th- Reconciliation Faith Night
5.30pm & 7pm
15th- Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 6pm

November
1st- Melbourne Cup Day
2nd-3rd- Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
14th-Parents & Friends AGM 7.30pm
16th- Reconciliation
29th- SAC Meeting 7pm (Zoom)

End of Term- 1pm finish

October Cont'
16th- Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 10.30am
17th-19th- Dental Visits
26th-28th- Year 5/6 Camp
31st- School Closure- Report
Writing Day

December
15th- Graduation Mass 12pm
16th- End of Term 4- 1pm finish

ST THOMAS HAWKS

Under 10s boys needed

We have some spots available in U10 boys. If your son is born between
1-Jan-13 and 31-Dec-14 and is interested in joining St Thomas Hawks,
please contact registration@stthomasbc.com.au for further details.

Uniform Donations

If you have a uniform that you no longer require and would like to
donate it to the club, please contact Nadia Bradbury via email:
hello@ossoco.com .These donations would be greatly appreciated, as
they are needed to loan to players in instances where they don’t have a
uniform.
Follow us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc

COMMUNITY NEWS

NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD)

NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD)

NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD)

